Adjudicated Issue Number 8
Wetlands

Are there alternatives to minimize interference with wetland values and
functions including ground water infiltration, wildlife habitat, stormwater
control and other values, and the need for mitigation in the areas of
Cranberry Pond wetland complex, the marina, and the base lodge
footprint?

Witnesses:

Dr. Michael Klemens, Adirondack Wild! Friends of the Forest Preserve (April 27, 2011)
Kevin Franke, Project Sponsor (April 27, 2011)

Daniel M. Spada, APA (June 23, 2011)

Dr. Michale J. Glennon, Adirondack Council (June 24, 2011)
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Wetlands

 Wetlands on project site
— 243 acres delineated *
e Only 1,375 acres of project site evaluated
— Wetland impacts

 1.47 acres impacted *

— Widening existing roads, new roads and driveway crossings
— Grading associated with ski base lodge

— Compensatory wetland mitigation

e 2.69 acres new wetland proposed (1.5 x) i
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 Cranberry Pond
— 26 acres, surrounded by
wetlands
— Mean depth 3.5’
— Max depth &’

— Pond volume and area
controlled by beaver dam

— Used as irrigation source
for Tupper Lake Golf Club

— Previous Agency permit
(P94-246A ) allowed use
of Cranberry pond for
snowmaking
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(Exhibit 35, Volume 1, pg 100) sl
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 Cranberry Pond

— Project sponsor
e Proposal is to use pond water for snowmaking

e Current capacity is adequate for entire ski area, including
new trails on proposed West Face Expansion

e “ .itis apparent that Cranberry Pond can serve as the
source of snowmaking water without adversely impacting
Cranberry Pond or downstream flora and fauna.” (vay 3,
2011 Testimony, Attachment A, pp 8-16)

— Assessment based on bathymetric data
— Long-term local hydrology data published by the USGS
— Long-term USGS stream gauging data

— Historical Big Tupper Ski Area snowmaking water withdrawals (97-98
ski season)
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Cranberry Pond

— Project sponsor

e Beaver dam failure would limit showmaking “...amount of
snowmaking that could occur would be about 1/3 of

what was done in the 1996-97 season.” (May 3, 2011 Testimony,
Attachment A, pg 17)

e Cost estimate comparing obtaining snowmaking water

from Tupper Lake and from Cranberry Pond (see May 3, 2011
Testimony, Attachment A, pg 16)

— Cranberry Pond- $575,000
— Tupper Lake- $3,347,500
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 Cranberry Pond
— APA hearing staff

e “Water withdrawals for snowmaking purposes have the potential to

impact wetland values and functions.” (APA Closing Statement, pg
69)

e “The impact, if any, of a temporary net loss of flow and pond volume
to fish, wildlife and other biota within Cranberry Pond and to the
value and benefits of existing wetlands associated with the pond has

not been assessed.” (APA Closing Statement, pg 69)

* “The analysis provided to date by the Project Sponsor assumes the
snowmaking withdrawals would be similar to those experienced in
the 1997-1998..season.” Proposed project would require higher daily
snowmaking withdrawal rates than the 1997-1998 ski season.” (APA
Closing Statement, pg 69 pg 70)

e “staff do not believe that Cranberry Pond is a reliable long-term
source of snow-making water for the project site. Tupper Lake is the
preferable long-term source of water for snow-making.” (APA Closing
Statement, pg 71)
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 Cranberry Pond
— Other parties

Expert witnesses for Adirondack Council (Michale
Glennon) and Adirondack Wild! (Michael Klemens)
testified that winter drawdown could have impact on

wildlife which hibernate in the pond. (see June 24, 2011
Testimony, Attachment A (Glennon) and April 27, 2011 Testimony, Attachment A,
(Klemens) for additional information)
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e McDonalds Marina

Operated as Marina from
1950-2003

Value 1 wetland (emergent
and deep water marsh)

Project Sponsor
e Create 40 boat slips

e Limit wetland impact by
restricting boat traffic to within
buoys

* Signage to alert boaters to stay
within channel *

APA hearing staff

e “Level of wetland impacts from
re-opening the marina facility
will be no greater than were
experienced from the past

traditional use of the marina.”
(May 3, 2011 Testimony, Attachment
C, pg 6)
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e Ski Area Base Lodge

— 0.371 acres to be impacted by new lodge

* Project Sponsor

— Wetland “consists primarily of historically mowed herbaceous vegetation.”
(May 3, 2011 Testimony, Attachment A, pg 6)

— “Wetland provides very little value or function.” (May 3, 2011 Testimony,
Attachment A, pg 6)

 APA Hearing Staff

— “proposed design adjustments reduced impact by 43%.” (APA Closing
Statement)

— “consider them low value wetlands. They’ve been chronically impacted.”
(Spada 5/3/11, pg 1857, lines 13-14)
— “implementation of the proposed compensatory wetland mitigation plan

will address the remaining wetland impacts at this location.” (APA Closing
Statement, pg 73)




McDonald’s Marina




Existing Wetlands




Wetland Impact Sites
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Wetland Impact Sites-Western Portion
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