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August 30, 2011 
 
Mr. Frank Hutchins 
North Country Partners, LP 
60 Carley Drive 
Route 30 
Lake Clear, NY 12945 
 
Re: Lake Clear Subsurface Investigation 
 Town of Harrietstown, Franklin County, New York 
 C.T. Male Project No. 11.1123 
 
Dear Mr. Hutchins: 
 
This letter report represents the results of a subsurface investigation performed for 
North Country Partners, LP on a 9.6-acre property (“project site) located in the Town of 
Harrietstown, Franklin County, New York (Figure 1).  The project site is situated on the 
shores of Lake Clear with frontage on NYS Route 30, and is part of larger proposed map 
amendment area comprised of 53.2 acres under consideration by the Adirondack Park 
Agency (APA).  The purpose of this subsurface investigation is to characterize the soils 
(i.e., unconsolidated deposits) present beneath the project site.  It is intended that this 
report will be submitted to the APA for inclusion within a Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) for the proposed amendment of the Official 
Adirondack Park Land Use and Development Plan Map.   
 
Prior to undertaking the subsurface investigation, a project meeting was held with APA 
representatives on June 1, 2011 at their Ray Brook office location.  At this meeting APA 
representatives requested that a written work plan be provided to APA for review and 
approval prior to undertaking the subsurface investigation and further that the field 
work be scheduled such that APA representatives could be on-site during the 
investigative activities.  On June 10, 2011 a work plan was submitted to APA 
representatives via email.  A copy of this work plan is provided as Appendix A.  An 
APA representative subsequently contacted C.T. Male Associates by telephone and 
requested that one of the test pits be moved closer to Clear Lake (on to the “Common 
Beach” property) and that that an interpretive soils map be provided with the report.  
Both of these comments were accepted and served to amend the work plan.  Field work 
was subsequently scheduled for July 7, 2011 starting at 9 am.   
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TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 
 
The topography of the project site slopes moderately towards the lake which sits at an 
elevation of 491 meters above mean sea level (MSL).  The relief generally ranges from 
490 to 515 meters above MSL with higher elevations located away from the lake near 
NYS Route 30.  Refer to Figure 1 which depicts the local topography.   
 
According to the Surficial Geology Map of New York, Adirondack Sheet (1991), the 
project site is mapped as glacial till (t) surrounded by areas of glacial outwash sand and 
gravel (Og).  Glacial till is described as having a variable texture ranging from boulders 
to silt with poor sorting, deposited beneath glacial ice with variable compaction and 
permeability; its thickness is variable ranging from 1-50 meters.  Glacial outwash sand 
and gravel is described as a coarse to fine gravel with sand, deposited in a proglacial 
fluvial environment, with well rounded particles and stratified layers; its thickness is 
variable ranging from 2-20 meters.  Refer to Figure 2, Surficial Geology Map.  It is 
important to note that the boundaries of the surficial geologic units mapped at a scale of 
1:250,000, do not correlate well with the other GIS maps, as demonstrated by the lack of 
correspondence between the boundaries of Clear Lake and area roads.  Based on prior 
experience, this surficial geology map is considered to be useful to depict the range of 
possible geologic units that may be present within a specific area.   
 
According to the Bedrock Geology Map of New York, Adirondack Sheet (1970), the 
project site is mapped as being underlain by a metanorthosite and anorthositic gneiss 
rock.  This Middle Proterozoic formation is described as a metamorphic rock of igneous 
origin.  No bedrock outcrops were observed within the subject 9.6-acre property.   
 
 
FIELD PROTOCOLS 
 
Field protocols are described in the attached work plan (Appendix A).  A total of seven 
(7) test pits were excavated to a depth of approximately 6 feet below grade at the 
locations depicted on Figure 3, Test Pit Locations.  Uniquely labeled stakes were placed 
at each of the test pit locations which were surveyed using a hand-held GPS unit.   
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RESULTS             
 
1. Test Pit Field Logs 
 
During the excavation work test pit logs were prepared for each of the seven (7) test 
pits.  These field test pit logs are provided in Appendix B.   
 
The following paragraphs serve to summarize the field observations made at each of 
the test pits excavated within upland areas.   
 
TP-1:  No water was encountered to a total depth of 6.5 feet below grade, and there was 
no indication of a seasonal high groundwater table.  The dominant sediment is glacial 
outwash sand consisting of orange-brown fine sand with minor amounts of silt and 
occasional fine gravel layers.  Sediments were observed to be well sorted (i.e., poorly 
graded) with a high percentage of well rounded quartz grains.  Soils consist of a sandy 
loam (9 inches).   
 

Modified Burmeister Soils Classification System: fSAND, little silt 
Unified Soil Classification System:  SP 

 
TP-2:  No water was encountered to a total depth of 6 feet below grade, and there was 
no indication of a seasonal high groundwater table.  The dominant sediment is glacial 
outwash sand consisting of orange-brown fine sand with minor amounts of silt and 
occasional fine to medium gravel layers.  Sediments were observed to be well sorted 
(i.e., poorly graded) with a high percentage of well rounded quartz grains.  The topsoil 
consists of a sandy loam (9 inches).   
 

Modified Burmeister Soils Classification System: fSAND, little silt 
Unified Soil Classification System:  SP 

 
TP-3:  No water was encountered to a total depth of 6 feet below grade, and there was 
no indication of a seasonal high groundwater table.  The dominant sediment is glacial 
outwash sand consisting of orange-brown fine sand with minor amounts of silt.  
Sediments were observed to be well sorted (i.e., poorly graded) with a high percentage 
of well rounded quartz grains.  The topsoil consists of a sandy loam (10 inches).   
 

Modified Burmeister Soils Classification System: fSAND, little silt 
Unified Soil Classification System:  SP 
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TP-4 (approximately 120 feet to shoreline of Lake Clear):  During excavation no water 
was encountered to a total depth of 6 feet below grade, however soils became 
pronouncedly wet at 5 feet.  This test pit was allowed remained open till the end of the 
day when groundwater was measured at a depth of 5.6 feet below grade.  Evidence of a 
seasonal high groundwater table consisted of a gray discoloration and mottling at 37 
inches (3 feet, 1 inch).  The dominant sediment is glacial outwash sand consisting of 
orange-brown medium to fine sand with minor amounts of silt.  Sediments were 
observed to be well sorted (i.e., poorly graded) with a high percentage of well rounded 
quartz grains.  The topsoil consists of a sandy loam (6 inches).  Iron nodules were 
formed in the top 2 to 3 feet of sediments.   
 

Modified Burmeister Soils Classification System: mfSAND, trace silt 
Unified Soil Classification System:  SP 

 
TP-5:  No water was encountered to a total depth of 6.5 feet below grade, and there was 
no indication of a seasonal high groundwater table.  The dominant sediment is glacial 
outwash sand consisting of orange-brown fine sand with minor amounts of silt.  
Sediments were observed to be well sorted (i.e., poorly graded) with a high percentage 
of well rounded quartz grains.  The topsoil consists of a sandy loam (8 inches).   
 

Modified Burmeister Soils Classification System: fSAND, little silt 
Unified Soil Classification System:  SP 

 
TP-6:  No water was encountered to a total depth of 5.5 feet below grade, and there was 
no indication of a seasonal high groundwater table.  The dominant sediment is glacial 
outwash sand consisting of orange-brown fine sand with minor amounts of silt.  
Sediments were observed to be well sorted (i.e., poorly graded) with a high percentage 
of well rounded quartz grains.  A thin, discontinuous hardpan layer was encountered at 
a depth of 2 feet.  The topsoil consists of a sandy loam (8 inches).   
 

Modified Burmeister Soils Classification System: fSAND, little silt 
Unified Soil Classification System:  SP 

 
TP-7:  No water was encountered to a total depth of 6.2 feet below grade, and there was 
no indication of a seasonal high groundwater table.  The dominant sediment is glacial 
outwash sand consisting of orange-brown fine sand with minor amounts of silt and 
gravel.  Sediments were observed to be well sorted with a high percentage of well 
rounded quartz grains.  The topsoil consists of a slightly cobbley sandy loam (9 inches).  
Excavation at TP-7 was difficult encountering cobbles and boulders throughout.   
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Modified Burmeister Soils Classification System: fSAND, little silt and gravel 
Unified Soil Classification System:  SP 

 
2. Geotechnical Laboratory Testing 
 
Based on the lack of any significant plasticity encountered during the test pits, it was 
decided to not perform any Atterberg Limits testing, and to rather perform one 
standard gradation test for each of the test pits.  The seven (7) standard gradations are 
provided in Appendix C.   
 
The gradation results serve to quantitatively define the particle size distribution of the 
samples collected during the test pit investigation.  The dominant sediment 
encountered was fine sand with minor amounts of silt.  Some minor amounts of 
medium sand were found in a few of the samples, as was some minor amounts of fine 
gravel.   
 
3. Representative Photographs 
 
Select photographs were taken to document the field work completed.  These 
photographs are provided in Appendix D, Representative Photographs.   
 
 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS          
 
A fine grained glacial outwash sand was encountered in all seven (7) test pits.  The most 
prevalent Modified Burmeister Soils Classification was fine SAND, little Silt.  All soils 
were identified as SP, a poorly graded (i.e., well sorted) sand with little to no fines, in 
accordance with the Unified Soils Classification System (USCS).   
 
The depth to the water table was found to be greater than approximately 6 feet below 
grade, except in relatively close proximity to the shoreline of Lake Clear.  At TP-4, the 
groundwater table was measured at a depth of 5.6 feet with the seasonal high water 
table interpreted at a depth of 37 inches.   
 
Based on the cobbles and boulders encountered at TP-7, it is interpreted that this 
location is close to a boundary with the mapped glacial till unit.  Figure 4 is an 
interpretative surficial geology map that is intended to depict the approximate 
boundary between glacial till and glacial outwash within the 53.2 acre map amendment 
area.  Soils within the glacial outwash unit consist of a fine sandy loam.  Within the 
glacial till unit, it is interpreted that the soils consist of a sandy loam with cobbles and 
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boulders.  The amount of cobbles and boulders is interpreted to increase with higher 
elevations.   
 
 
LIMITATIONS            
 
This report and its findings are based upon the specific subsurface investigation 
activities undertaken, consisting of seven (7) test pits, in association with the review of 
available regional geologic maps, and site reconnaissance activities within the project 
site.   
 
 
Should you have any question or comment regarding this subsurface investigation, as 
always, please feel free to contact me at your convenience at (518) 786-7496 or (518) 265-
1889.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
C.T. Male Associates 
Engineering, Surveying, Architecture & Landscape Architecture, P.C. 

 
John S. Munsey, P.G. 
Managing Scientist & Principal 
Environmental Services 
 
 
cc: Roger Valkenburgh 
 Bill Kissell 
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June 10, 2011        VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL 
 
Matt Kendall & Edward Snizek 
Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, New York 12977 
 
 
Re: Work Plan for Test Pit Investigation 

Proposed APA Map Amendment Application by North Country Partners, LP 
 Town of Harrietstown—APA No. MA 2010-02 
 C.T. Male Project No.  11.1123 
 
Dear Mssrs. Kendall & Snizek: 
 
Thank you for meeting with me and Bill Kissell on June 1, 2011 to discuss the proposed 
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) map plan amendment application made by North 
Country Partners, LP located in the Town of Harrietstown between the shoreline of 
Clear Lake and NYS Route 30.  As we discussed during the June 1st meeting, North 
Country Partners, LP has hired C.T. Male Associates, P.C. (C.T. Male) to conduct a test 
pit investigation on their properties.  This correspondence serves as a work plan for 
review and comment by APA prior to performing the test pit investigation, consistent 
with our meeting discussions.   
 
Test Pit Field Investigation 
 
Test pits will be dug with the aid of a backhoe having the capacity to dig to a depth of 6 
feet below grade.  All test pits will be dug to a minimum depth of 6 feet or refusal, if 
rocks and boulders are encountered.  No backhoe excavation work will be done in any 
wetlands or within 100 feet of the shoreline of Lake Clear.  The test pits will be observed 
by a professional geologist who will prepare test pit logs, serving to document 
unconsolidated deposits and water table encountered conditions.  Soils will be visually 
classified in the field using the Modified Burmeister Soils Classification System as well 
as the Unified Soil Classification System (USCS) both of which are standard soil 
classification systems used by C.T. Male for subsurface investigations.  Representative 
photographs will be taken to record test pit conditions at each location.  Once 
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completed, test pit excavations will be filled and compacted at the surface with the 
backhoe.   
 
A total of seven (7) test pit locations are proposed as discussed during our June 1st 
meeting.  The approximate locations of the proposed test pit locations are shown on the 
attached figure; actual locations will be determined in the field in consultation with 
APA field staff based on site access and minimizing the amount of tree and/or brush 
cutting that might be required.  Consideration will also be given to one of the seven (7) 
test pit being located on properties not owned by North Country Partners, LP.  
Uniquely labeled stakes will be placed at each of the test pit locations which will be 
surveyed using a hand-held GPS unit.   
 
It is proposed to perform the test pit field investigation on Thursday, July 7, 2011 
commencing at 9 am.  This schedule is contingent upon the availability of a suitable 
backhoe from a local contractor.   
 
Geotechnical Laboratory Testing 
 
Three (3) representative soil samples from different test pit locations will be tested for 
standard gradation analysis (i.e., sieve) analysis, and up to two (2) soil samples will be 
tested for Atterberg Limits should soils with plasticity characteristics be encountered.  
The gradation analysis will be done in conformance with ASTM  C136 - 06 Standard 
Test Method for Sieve Analysis of Fine and Coarse Aggregates, and the Atterberg 
Limits testing will be done in accordance with ASTM D4318 - 10 Standard Test Methods 
for Liquid Limit, Plastic Limit, and Plasticity Index of Soils.  The specific soil samples 
selected for testing will be done in consultation with APA staff in the field.   
 
Report 
 
A Test Pit Report will be prepared by C.T. Male that summarizes the local geology and 
the results of the test pit work described above, including the test pit logs, 
representative photographs, and the geotechnical laboratory testing data.  This report 
will include a map showing the surveyed test pit locations in relationship to the 9.6 acre 
property owned by North Country Partners, LP, as well as the proposed map 
amendment alternatives depicted in the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SDEIS) dated July 8, 2010.   
 
 



C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
 
 
Work Plan for Test Pit Investigation 
Proposed APA Map Amendment Application by North Country Partners, LP 
Page - 3 
 
 

 

It is respectfully requested that APA provide any comments on this work plan at least 
one week in advance of the scheduled field work.  Should you have any question or 
comment on this work plan, please contact me at your convenience via email or by 
calling (518) 786-7496 (office) or (518) 265-1889 (mobile).   
 
Sincerely, 
 
C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

 
John S. Munsey, P.G. 
Managing Scientist & Principal 
Environmental Services 
 
cc: Bill Kissel, Esq. 
 Frank Hutchinson, Owner 
 Roger Valkenburgh, Esq. 
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Test Pit Field Logs 
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Standard Gradation Analyses 



C.T. Male Associates, P.C.

Sieve Analysis
Geotechnical Engineering Laboratory

Project: Lake Clear Soils Investigation Date Sampled: 07-Jul-11
Location: Lake Clear, Franklin County, New York Date Tested: 13-Jul-11
Project #: 11.1123 Sample: Sample Bag
Client: North Country Partners LP Lab #: 11-075a
Sample ID: TP-1, S-4, @ 4' Drilling Co.

Sieve Diameter %
No. (mm) Passing Brown fine SAND, little silt
4" 101.6 100
3" 76.1 100
2" 50.8 100 Natural % Moisture = 11.5%

1 1/2" 38.1 100
1" 25.7 100

3/4" 19.0 100
1/2" 12.7 100
3/8" 9.51 100
1/4" 6.35 100

No. 4 4.76 100.0 100
No. 10 2.00 99.9 100
No. 40 0.425 94.6 100
No. 100 0.15 58.7 100
No. 200 0.075 23.2 100

Washed Sieve Analysis
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Sieve Analysis
Geotechnical Engineering Laboratory

Project: Lake Clear Soils Investigation Date Sampled: 07-Jul-11
Location: Lake Clear, Franklin County, New York Date Tested: 13-Jul-11
Project #: 11.1123 Sample: Sample Bag
Client: North Country Partners LP Lab #: 11-075b
Sample ID: TP-2, S-3, composite Drilling Co.

Sieve Diameter %
No. (mm) Passing Brown fine SAND, little silt
4" 101.6 100
3" 76.1 100
2" 50.8 100 Natural % Moisture = 9.4%

1 1/2" 38.1 100
1" 25.7 100

3/4" 19.0 100
1/2" 12.7 100
3/8" 9.51 100.0 100
1/4" 6.35 99.7 100

No. 4 4.76 99.7 100
No. 10 2.00 99.2 100
No. 40 0.425 86.7 100
No. 100 0.15 23.6 100
No. 200 0.075 10.3 100

Washed Sieve Analysis

No. 200No. 100No. 403/8"1/2"3/4"1"3" 1 1/2"2" 1/4"   No. 4 No. 10
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Sieve Analysis
Geotechnical Engineering Laboratory

Project: Lake Clear Soils Investigation Date Sampled: 07-Jul-11
Location: Lake Clear, Franklin County, New York Date Tested: 13-Jul-11
Project #: 11.1123 Sample: Sample Bag
Client: North Country Partners LP Lab #: 11-075c
Sample ID: TP-3, S-4, composite Drilling Co.

Sieve Diameter %
No. (mm) Passing Brown fine SAND, little silt
4" 101.6 100
3" 76.1 100
2" 50.8 100 Natural % Moisture = 15.1%

1 1/2" 38.1 100
1" 25.7 100

3/4" 19.0 100
1/2" 12.7 100
3/8" 9.51 100
1/4" 6.35 100

No. 4 4.76 100
No. 10 2.00 100.0 100
No. 40 0.425 93.7 100
No. 100 0.15 35.0 100
No. 200 0.075 20.7 100

Washed Sieve Analysis
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Sieve Analysis
Geotechnical Engineering Laboratory

Project: Lake Clear Soils Investigation Date Sampled: 07-Jul-11
Location: Lake Clear, Franklin County, New York Date Tested: 13-Jul-11
Project #: 11.1123 Sample: Sample Bag
Client: North Country Partners LP Lab #: 11-075d
Sample ID: TP-4, S-1, composite Drilling Co.

Sieve Diameter %
No. (mm) Passing Brown f-m SAND, trace silt
4" 101.6 100
3" 76.1 100
2" 50.8 100 Natural % Moisture = 10.1%

1 1/2" 38.1 100
1" 25.7 100

3/4" 19.0 100
1/2" 12.7 100
3/8" 9.51 100.0 100
1/4" 6.35 99.6 100

No. 4 4.76 98.8 100
No. 10 2.00 96.9 100
No. 40 0.425 65.3 100
No. 100 0.15 13.5 100
No. 200 0.075 4.4 100

Washed Sieve Analysis
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C.T. Male Associates, P.C.

Sieve Analysis
Geotechnical Engineering Laboratory

Project: Lake Clear Soils Investigation Date Sampled: 07-Jul-11
Location: Lake Clear, Franklin County, New York Date Tested: 13-Jul-11
Project #: 11.1123 Sample: Sample Bag
Client: North Country Partners LP Lab #: 11-075e
Sample ID: TP-5, S-5, composite Drilling Co.

Sieve Diameter %
No. (mm) Passing Brown fine SAND, little silt
4" 101.6 100
3" 76.1 100
2" 50.8 100 Natural % Moisture = 9.4%

1 1/2" 38.1 100
1" 25.7 100

3/4" 19.0 100
1/2" 12.7 100
3/8" 9.51 100
1/4" 6.35 100

No. 4 4.76 100.0 100
No. 10 2.00 99.8 100
No. 40 0.425 83.5 100
No. 100 0.15 26.5 100
No. 200 0.075 11.0 100

Washed Sieve Analysis

No. 200No. 100No. 403/8"1/2"3/4"1"3" 1 1/2"2" 1/4"   No. 4 No. 10
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C.T. Male Associates, P.C.

Sieve Analysis
Geotechnical Engineering Laboratory

Project: Lake Clear Soils Investigation Date Sampled: 07-Jul-11
Location: Lake Clear, Franklin County, New York Date Tested: 13-Jul-11
Project #: 11.1123 Sample: Sample Bag
Client: North Country Partners LP Lab #: 11-075f
Sample ID: TP-6, S-6, 5'-5.5' Drilling Co.

Sieve Diameter %
No. (mm) Passing Brown SILT, little fine sand
4" 101.6 100
3" 76.1 100
2" 50.8 100 Natural % Moisture = 21.4%

1 1/2" 38.1 100
1" 25.7 100 Atterberg Limit Results     NP

3/4" 19.0 100
1/2" 12.7 100
3/8" 9.51 100
1/4" 6.35 100

No. 4 4.76 100.0 100
No. 10 2.00 99.9 100
No. 40 0.425 99.7 100
No. 100 0.15 97.5 100
No. 200 0.075 76.2 100

Washed Sieve Analysis

No. 200No. 100No. 403/8"1/2"3/4"1"3" 1 1/2"2" 1/4"   No. 4 No. 10
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C.T. Male Associates, P.C.

Sieve Analysis
Geotechnical Engineering Laboratory

Project: Lake Clear Soils Investigation Date Sampled: 07-Jul-11
Location: Lake Clear, Franklin County, New York Date Tested: 13-Jul-11
Project #: 11.1123 Sample: Sample Bag
Client: North Country Partners LP Lab #: 11-075g
Sample ID: TP-7, S-7, composite Drilling Co.

Sieve Diameter %
No. (mm) Passing Brown fine SAND, little silt
4" 101.6 100 and gravel
3" 76.1 100
2" 50.8 100 Natural % Moisture = 7.8%

1 1/2" 38.1 100.0 100
1" 25.7 92.2 100

3/4" 19.0 92.2 100
1/2" 12.7 92.2 100
3/8" 9.51 90.9 100
1/4" 6.35 90.0 100

No. 4 4.76 89.4 100
No. 10 2.00 87.0 100
No. 40 0.425 71.1 100
No. 100 0.15 41.6 100
No. 200 0.075 23.6 100

Washed Sieve Analysis

No. 200No. 100No. 403/8"1/2"3/4"1"3" 1 1/2"2" 1/4"   No. 4 No. 10
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C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix D 
 

Representative Photographs 
 
 
 



REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOGRAPHS 
North Country Partners; Lake Clear Soils Investigation; C.T. Male Project No. 11.1123 

 

C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 1.  Entrance Sign from NYS Route 30  

 

 

 

 2.  Test Pit 4 Sidewall Near Surface  



REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOGRAPHS 
North Country Partners; Lake Clear Soils Investigation; C.T. Male Project No. 11.1123 

 

C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 3.  Test Pit 2  

 

 

 

 4.  Test Pit 3  



REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOGRAPHS 
North Country Partners; Lake Clear Soils Investigation; C.T. Male Project No. 11.1123 

 

C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 5.  Test Pit 6  

 

 

 

 6.  Test Pit 6:  Material from 5 to 5.5 ft  



REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOGRAPHS 
North Country Partners; Lake Clear Soils Investigation; C.T. Male Project No. 11.1123 

 

C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 7.  Test Pit 7  
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              ADIRONDACK INFORMATION GROUP REPORT LIST 























 

 

APPENDIX D 

LAND USE AREA DESCRIPTIONS, SETBACK AND COMPATIBLE USE LIST 















 

 

 

APPENDIX E

LAND USE AREA CLASSIFICATION DETERMINANTS 

















 

 

 

APPENDIX F

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

 



 

P.O. Box 99 • NYS Route 86 • Ray Brook, NY 12977 • 518 891-4050 • 518 891-3938 fax  • www.apa.state.ny.us 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE OFFICIAL 
ADIRONDACK PARK LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 
Map Amendment 2010-02  

 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held by the 
Adirondack Park Agency pursuant to Section 805 of the Adirondack Park 
Agency Act and 6 NYCCR Part 617 to amend certain lands on the Official 
Adirondack Park Land Use and Development Plan Map located in the Town 
of Harrietstown, Franklin County (MA2010-02).  The proposed amendment 
was requested by North Country Partners, LP. The public hearing will 
be held on August 25, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Harrietstown Town Hall, 
located at 39 Main Street, Saranac Lake, NY.  
 
The proposed amendment would reclassify approximately 53.2 acres of 
land from its current classification of Resource Management to 
Moderate Intensity Use.  The area under consideration is described as 
follows: 
 

Beginning at a point at the intersection of the centerlines of 
Harfs Road and NYS Route 30; thence in a southwesterly direction, 
perpendicular to the centerline of NYS Route 30 to a point on the 
shore of Lake Clear; thence in a westerly direction along the 
shore of Lake Clear as it winds and turns for a distance of 
approximately 1,800 feet to a point on the centerline of an 
unnamed stream; thence in a northwesterly direction along said 
unnamed stream to a point on the State land boundary; thence in a 
easterly direction along the State/private land boundary; thence 
in a northerly direction, continuing along the State/private land 
boundary; thence in a easterly direction, continuing along the 
State/private land boundary to a point on the centerline of NYS 
route 30; thence in a southeasterly direction along the 
centerline of NYS Route 30 to the point of beginning.  

 
A Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, together with a 
Notice of Completion, has been prepared for this proposed action 
pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act and is on file 
at the Adirondack Park Agency headquarters in Ray Brook, NY and is 
available on the Adirondack Park Agency website (www.apa.state.ny.us).  
Written comments on the proposed map amendment will be accepted until 
September 13, 2010. 
 
Further detail may be obtained by contacting: Matthew Kendall, 
Adirondack Park Agency, PO Box 99, Ray Brook, NY 12977;  
(518)891-4050. 

http://www.apa.state.ny.us/


 

 

APPENDIX G 

                                  SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEARING



Frank Hutchins – I am the owner of the land and application of the map amendment as 
it was originally filed. 
 
These 9.6 acres should be classified as Moderate Intensity Use rather than Resource 
Management for two big reasons.  One is the land is located on the Lake Clear shoreline, 
easily accessible to Route 30, with moderate slopes and deep soils, which fit the character 
and description of Moderate Intensity.  It is not a substantial acreage, steep slopes, high 
elevations, flood plains or habitat critical to animal or plant life, which is the character 
description of Resource Management.  The second reason that the property should be 
classified as Moderate Intensity is that the property is contiguous with the Lake Clear Inn 
community of development to the east and the Carpenter family compound to the west. In 
short, it is surrounded by numerous home sites on small parcels, entirely consistent with 
Moderate Intensity.  I can assure the Agency and our neighbors that we will continue to 
be good stewards of the land at Lake Clear.  We have been for 60 years and we will 
continue to be.  Let me give you two or three examples.  As an example, back in 1965, 
two years after the public auction of the Lake Clear Inn, the 40 room Lake Clear Inn was 
vacant and deteriorating.  It was not only an eyesore, but also a target for vandals and 
arsonists.  That is why my wife and I decided to buy the Inn and tear it down.  We did 
tear it down and we landscaped it, and today it looks like a village green with the stars 
and stripes waving high on a 40 foot flagpole.  This would not have happened had we not 
purchased the Inn, taken it down and landscaped the area.   The second example, in the 
60’s and 70’s, we had five older, vacant cabins torn down and the sites landscaped, 
otherwise they would have been just left there to deteriorate.  Another example has to do 
with our daughter Jenny, who has taken it on herself to pick up the trash along Route 30, 
from her driveway to the Lake Clear Junction, about one and one-quarter mile each way.  
Her job, which she made for herself, was to fill large trash bags and take them to the 
landfill.  Big thing was people would drive along and see her doing this, flash their 
headlights and give her a high-five.   
 
I appreciate the Agency’s thoughtful consideration of this application.  Remember, our 
application, a map amendment to change the 9.6 acres from Resource Management to 
Moderate Intensity, and the two reasons we want to do that - number one, it is the exact 
same kind of classification that surrounds the area we are talking about, to the east, the 
Lake Clear community of development and to the west, the Carpenter Family compound.  
And the other big reason of course is that the character of the land fits the definition of 
Moderate Intensity and not Resource Management.   
 
Bill Kissel – My name is William Kissel,  I’m the attorney for the applicant, North 
Country Partners.  I just wanted to make a couple of technical comments which Mr. 
Hutchins asked me to address so he wouldn’t have to in his comments.  First of all, in 
terms of the application, the application is for 9 1/2 acres, and as Mr. Kendall explained, 
the Park Agency staff expanded that to some 53 acres and also proposes two alternatives, 
one slightly larger than the applicant’s proposal, which would be some 13 acres and 
another even larger yet, some 26 acres.  Mr. Hutchins wanted me to state for the record 
that North Country Partners has no objection to alternate 2, which is the blue outline in 
the lower right hand portion of the map shown on the screen.  The original application 
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which was close to this alternate 2 but was not proposed by North Country Partners 
because it contained some land that was not owned by North Country Partners.  Mr. 
Hutchins did not feel it was appropriate to go to the Agency with alternate 2 as it 
contained land that was not owned by the family.  The reason why North Country 
Partners has no objection to alternate 2 is because the three main criteria of the resources 
of the land, the soils, the slopes and the hydrology, are not severe; there are no severe 
resource impediments for the entire area.   
 
This is a map amendment request; if the map amendment were acted on by itself by the 
Agency, it would have no impact.  By example of Mr. Hutchins stewardship of the land, 
it is obvious that the family has protected and preserved the open lands and has no 
intention for development or change of use for the land.   
 
Roger VanValkenburg – I am married to the daughter who cleans up the trash on Route 
30.  My wife and I own property on Lake Clear and are a part of the Lake Clear Inn 
community.  I want to speak in support, on behalf of myself and my wife Ginny, to the 
responsibility that the applicant has demonstrated over his 60 years of residency at Lake 
Clear.  We, in addition to our other family members, share the family commitment of 
stewardship, and we look forward to continuing on the tradition and precedent that our 
father and mother have set for us.  I am confident that no abuse would come out of this 
map amendment in respect to alternative 2 and we also appreciate the Agency’s 
thoughtful consideration of this amendment. 
 
Martha Mitchell - I live on the north shore of Lake Clear; I am the president of the Lake 
Clear Inn Property Owner’s Association.  Our family has been on Lake Clear 91 years 
and we fully support Frank Hutchins’ reclassification effort.  We’ve known Mr. Hutchins 
for 61+ years.  Mr. Hutchins takes great pride in his property and whatever changes he 
has made, he has done with great care and love.   
 
Tim Leonard – I have property at 24 Loon Lane in Lake Clear.  I have been there 38 
years and everything that has been said about Frank and his stewardship of the land I 
fully endorse.  I support the application; the land is contiguous to Moderate Intensity Use 
area; there is no building involved; I believe the project should be approved. 
 
Greg Hill – I should state that I worked for the Adirondack Park Agency from 1974-
1996; I should also state that I am a member of the Lake Clear Inn Property Owner’s 
Association.  My comments will focus just on the Draft EIS – I do not have a fully 
formed opinion of the map amendment.  I do feel that the 53 acre parcel as enlarged by 
the Agency staff probably does not meet the criteria for map amendment to Moderate 
Intensity Use; nor does alternative number 1.  I am inclined to believe that alternative 
number 2 does meet the criteria for approval but I reserve my judgment on that pending 
the changes to the Draft EIS that I believe are warranted.  I have a one page statement of 
comments on that Draft EIS; to elaborate, I believe that the EIS is deficient in terms of 
existing land use that occurs throughout the amendment areas and the alternatives.  There 
is more that can be said in the EIS about the number of parcels that could be built upon 
and what the build out would be under a Moderate Intensity Use classification.  It also 
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does not adequately address access to the amendment area in terms of highway access; 
and the alternatives are accessed by private road as opposed to public road which should 
be made abundantly clear so that the record before the Agency is as complete and 
accurate as possible.  There is a privately owned but designated public water supply 
under the Department of Health that seasonally serves an existing development that needs 
to be recognized and included in the EIS. 
 
Bob Callaghan – I am a year-round resident of Lake Clear since 1944.  I do have a 
vested interest in the water quality of Lake Clear.  I too am a Lake Clear trash picker.  I 
have taken water samples for water quality assessment for 14 years.  Quite frankly, I have 
spent the last 40 years trying to understand Adirondack Park Agency policy and 
terminology.  I have read the report and the EIS and I am not a bit smarter for it.  It is not 
the APA and/or DEC who are the stewards of Lake Clear – it is the people that I am 
looking at right now who live here.  Mr. Hutchins has more of a vested interest in the 
environment and the water quality of Lake Clear than any private person I know.  He is a 
long-time member of the Lake Clear Inn Association and the Lake Clear Association; he 
is an active supporter of the Lake Clear community and has been for decades.  He has 
proven himself as an ardent and capable steward of Lake Clear and its surrounding 
properties. 
 
Dave Duffy – Our family has been on the south shore of the lake for nearly 60 years; 
perhaps longer.  I would like to thank Mr. Hutchins for his stewardship as well as Mr. 
Callaghan.  These people have taken care of our lake for many, many years.  I have no 
problem with what Mr. Hutchins is trying to do, but it makes no sense what the Park 
Agency is doing when they go into the 50 acres.  It makes no sense to me.  The original 
request and what it was for does make sense to me but expanding it into the 50 acres, I 
feel, could potentially change the character of the lake in the future.   
 
Peter Lanihan – I live on 96 Connolly Road, the other side of the lake from Mr. 
Hutchins.  I have been coming to Lake Clear since I was a kid.  My family has 3 places 
on the lake.  I purchased my home 2 years ago.  I recognize that you have probably been 
here longer than I have and you probably have more of a vested interest.  Before I 
purchased my property, I saw that a substantial part of the shoreline was classified State 
land, and much of the surrounding area was classified as Resource Management.  I felt 
reasonably assured that there was not the potential for future development on Lake Clear.  
I was somewhat surprised to find that there was a proposed map amendment for the area.  
I looked at the Rules and Regulations for the definition of Moderate Intensity Use.  
Classifying the property as Moderate Intensity Use should be done with a careful eye 
toward any potential precedent that might come from the reclassification.  I hope the 
Agency takes into account the open spaces and the character of the lake. 



 

 

APPENDIX H 

                                 COMMENT LETTERS RECEIVED









































































































 

 

 

APPENDIX I 

FINAL SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FILE LIST 
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FSEIS File List 
 
COPIES OF THE FSEIS WERE SENT TO THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Permits 
625 Broadway  
Albany, New York 12233 
 
Department of Environmental Conservation, Region 5 Office 
Regional Director 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
PO Box 296 
Ray Brook, New York   12977 
 
Larry L. Miller 
Town of Harrietstown Supervisor 
39 Main St 
Saranac Lake, NY  12983 
 
Frederick H. Monroe, Executive Director 
Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board 
P.O. Box 579 
Chestertown, New York   12817-0579 
 
William  H. Kissel 
P.O. Box 1598 
Lake Placid, NY 12946 
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