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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:    Terry Martino 
 
FROM:  Daniel M. Spada 
 
DATE:  March 1, 2012 
 
RE:    RASS Division Report for February 2012  
 
Projects 
Field visits were conducted for those projects preceded by an 
asterisk (*). 
  
P1987-0292A, Lagoon Manor, Bolton: This project amendment proposal 
involves "selective cutting and trimming" along the shore of Lake 
George to create filtered views for the town homes of Lagoon Manor. 
Proposal involves cutting all understory vegetation flush to grade 
within five, approximately 0.5+- acre viewsheds. Approximately 400 
trees have also been proposed for "highlining". This method removes 
the bottom 2/3 of all branches leaving just the crown. RASS issues 
include visibility/aesthetic impacts due to the extent of cutting 
and potential erosion and sedimentation impacts due to excessive 
understory shrub/tree removal over thin loose soils. (Ron Tucker)  
 
P1995-0250R2, Albertson, Newcomb: This is a permit renewal request 
accompanied by a request to increase the footprint and number of 
bedrooms for a single family dwelling to be located on a shoreline 
lot on Goodnow Flow with wetlands present.   RASS issues include an 
on-site wastewater treatment system located within 100 feet of a 
wetland along with associated development.  Engineered plans have 
been requested for the increased footprints and will be evaluated 
upon submission. (Greg Bendell, Mary O’Dell) 
 
P2002-0005B, Mountain View Lake Association, Belmont: Drafted 
permit amendment to allow the lake association to continue hand 
harvesting of EWM for additional ten years.  This project did not 
qualify for Agency GP since they use a homemade harvesting sled to 
first cut milfoil plants and then follow-up with divers hand 
harvesting remaining plant material. (Ed Snizek)  
 
P2005-0219, Ward Hill Subdivision, Town of Johnsburg: This 12 lot 
subdivision in a Rural Use Land Area that is both a Class A & B 
project.  Through the application process RASS staff has visited 
the site numerous times to witness and verify deep hole soil test 
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pits, delineate wetland and intermittent streams, and evaluate 
different proposals from the applicant as the project was revised.  
RASS issues include the construction and maintenance of roads, 
stormwater control devices, and retaining walls on lands to be 
retained and controlled by a proposed homeowner's association. 
(Greg Bendell, Mark Rooks) 
 
P2005-0312A, Northwood Estates, Luzerne: Drafted permit amendment 
to allow lake association to continue drawdowns of Forest Lake to 
control nuisance aquatic plants for an additional 5 years (3 
drawdowns in 5 years). (Ed Snizek) 
 
*P2005-0337, Delaney Crushed Stone, Town of Northampton: RASS staff 
participated in a meeting that took place at Delaney Crushed Stone 
offices on the mine site and included NYSDEC personnel from both 
Ray Brook and Warrensburg.  The applicant must renew their mining 
permits for the Department and the Agency at this time.   RASS 
issues include a reduction in the overall life of mine from 
previous permits, a possible expansion of life of mine into other 
areas on the project site, the recent loss of Woodward Lake as 
their water source necessary for the mining operation, and the 
proposed development of both temporary and permanent on-site water 
sources for mine operation.  The mine is proposed to re-open in 
mid-April and it was made clear during the meeting that the Agency 
would work with the applicant to meet this goal. (Greg Bendell) 
 
P2007-0295, Carnes, Village of Speculator: This project involves 
the construction of driveway involving wetlands in Hamlet. The 
engineer has provided plans showing that the wetland impact has 
been minimized; the amount is now 517 square feet. The basic 
elements of the mitigation plan are acceptable but the amount 
proposed is inadequate. (Mark Rooks) 
 
P2008-0305, Carr, Town of Lake George: Conducted further 
coordinated review with NYSDOH with regards to status of Realty 
Subdivision application.  The project includes a 9-lot subdivision 
with SFD's proposed on each lot.  RASS issues include on-site 
wastewaster treatment design, stormwater management, access, 
visibility and clearing.  Most issues have been resolved and the 
project is close to completion. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
P2010-0118, The Enclave at Lake George, Town of Fort Ann: Review 
comments were provided regarding wastewater treatment, road access, 
wetland impacts and stormwater management.  The project remains 
incomplete. (Shaun LaLonde, Mary O'Dell) 
 
P2010-0190, Floodwood Road Bridge Replacement, St. Armand: This 
project is a bridge replacement proposed by the Town of St. Armand 
which does not require a variance since the latest plans propose to 
a replacement structure within the same footprint of the existing 
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bridge.  A wetlands permit is required from the Agency for both 
temporary and permanent impacts to wetlands surrounding the bridge 
abutments.  RASS issues include: existing water quality, erosion & 
sediment control, fish passage, and adequacy of site facilities.  
(Greg Bendell, Mary O'Dell) 
 
*P2011-0008, Connors, North Elba:  This project is an eight lot 
subdivision creating more than five lots and creating three lots 
less than 8.5 acres in size in a Rural Land Use Area for the 
construction of eight single-family dwellings.  Previously 
submitted soils data for this area did not meet Agency requirements 
for an OSWTS.  The project sponsor resubmitted plans with soils 
data that met Agency requirements approximately 100 feet from the 
failed location.  A site visit was made to confirm depth to the 
reported restrictive soil layer and to ensure adequate area for the 
proposed system plus 100% replacement.  A DHTP was hand dug, 
through snow and ice, to a depth of 30 inches.  The location was 
approved for a shallow absorption wastewater treatment system.  
Other involved staff: Sue Parker.  (Ron Tucker, Greg Bendell) 
  
P2011-0142, Heurich: This project is for an eight lot subdivision 
to create two building lots, conveying one lot to NYS and creating 
five lots with existing development, involving wetlands and 
creating more than five lots in a Rural Land Use Area.  Significant 
staff time was spent in the field to establish a suitable area for 
the proposed on-site wastewater treatment systems.  RASS issues 
include: depth to groundwater, soil characteristics, slopes, 
erosion and vegetative cover.  (Greg Bendell, Ron Tucker) 
 
*P2011-0153, Riehs, Town of Wilmington: RASS staff met on-site with 
Laurel and Steve Riehs to evaluate the proposed single family 
building envelope associated with the above referenced two-lot 
subdivision within a river area.  The proposed building envelope is 
located on slopes less than 5% but is adjacent to steep slopes 
(±45%).  Based upon RASS evaluation and discussions at the site 
visit, site specific recommendations were provided on the location 
of the proposed dwelling adjacent to steep slopes. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
P2011-0178, North Country School/Camp Treetops, North Elba: The 
project includes the expansion of a pre-existing dining hall at an 
existing group camp.  The existing dining hall is served by a 
community wastewater treatment plant consisting of an aboveground 
sand filter with ultra violet disinfection and a surface water 
discharge. (Shaun Lalonde)   
 
P2011-0182, Travaglini, Town of Black Brook: The project is a 
variance for the construction of a single-family dwelling within 
the 75 foot Low Intensity Land Use shoreline setback.  The 
applicant proposes to remove four structures ranging in setback 
from zero to 65 feet from the mean high water mark of Silver Lake 
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and replace them with one single family dwelling (SFD) and one dry 
land boathouse.  The proposed SFD will be located on a new 
footprint approximately 50 feet from the mean high water mark.  The 
proposed dry land boathouse will be located on the footprint of the 
westernmost shoreline structure planned for removal.  There are 
also two existing steel septic tanks in excess of 50 years in age 
and associated leaching facilities located within 45 feet of the 
mean high water mark.  The landowner proposes to replace the two 
systems with one new on-site wastewater treatment system (OSWTS) 
located approximately 120 feet from the mean high water mark.  The 
applicant has satisfactorily addressed RASS technical issues 
associated with future site development (applicant has proposed 
deed restrictions), on-site wastewater treatment and stormwater 
management for purposes of completion. (Shaun LaLonde, Ron Tucker) 
 
P2011-0183, East Shore Schroon Lake Association (ESSLA), Horicon: 
Met with ESSLA representatives to discuss General Permit 
requirements for EWM control in Schroon Lake.   ESSLA is not 
satisfied with progress of EWM control under direction of the Town 
of Schroon and is requesting a separate GP.  Agency staff agreed to 
issue second GP for lake but will only allow ESSLA to conduct 
management activities in Warren County.  The town of Schroon will 
continue their management within their town only. (Ed Snizek)    
 
P2011-0211, Village of Lake Placid: The proposed project involves 
wetlands and includes removal of the Village Dam, restoration of 
approximately 1,150 LF of the Chubb River and crossing of the Chubb 
River with the proposed sanitary trunk sewer line.  RASS staff 
provided a site specific condition regarding erosion and 
sedimentation which was included in the draft permit. (Shaun 
LaLonde, Mark Rooks) 
 
P2012-0005, Pataki, Town of Essex -  RASS staff provided edits to a 
draft permit regarding a condition related to on-site wastewater 
treatment which incorporated a violation associated with a previous 
permit and a prior landowner.  (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
P2012-0007, Drummond, Waverly:  This project involves a 2 lot 
subdivision for an existing SFD and one new building lot.  The 
project sponsor indicates that acquisition of a backhoe is 
impossible for the required DHTP.  RASS staff may have to hand dig 
this pit in the spring.   RASS issues include stony soils, shallow 
groundwater, and extensive wetland coverage. (Ron Tucker) 
 
*P2012-0009, McKeige, Keene:  This project is for a single-family 
dwelling in a Resource Management Land Use Area.  The project 
sponsor proposes to construct a 2500 ft2 home on a 22-25% slope with 
panoramic views atop a bouldery cliff.  Also proposed is a 4 bay 
garage near steep grades and an OSWTS with a piping distance of up 
to 200 ft on slopes as steep as 25%.  The percolation rate for the 
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proposed OSWTS was less than one minute.  The project has been 
undertaken including clearing of trees and some excavation work for 
the proposed SFD. The project was discussed in detail with the 
engineer and land surveyor on site.   Subsequent to the field visit 
Agency staff has directed the project sponsor to investigate 
alternative building locations.  Significant RASS topics include: 
stormwater management, shallow and exposed bedrock areas being 
proposed for development, and slope stabilization, aesthetic 
impacts, erosion impacts, storm water runoff impacts, and 
groundwater contamination potential.  Other involved staff: Sue 
Parker (Ron Tucker, Greg Bendell, Shaun LaLonde)  
 
*P2012-0002, DPW, Elizabethtown:  This project involves the 
replacement of a single lane bridge over the Boquet, a Recreational 
River, in a Rural Land Use Area.  This project will require the 
removal of some trees in and around the bridge planned to be 
replaced.  The site visit involved assessment of existing 
vegetation including trees, shrubs, and grass cover.  Trees were 
sized, counted by species, and graded.  The river banks were also 
assessed while on site and several notes were taken.  Several 
pictures were taken of the river, river banks, forested areas, and 
surrounding landscape.   RASS issues include erosion and 
sedimentation control. Other involved staff: Virginia Yamrick. (Ron 
Tucker, Shaun LaLonde) 
  
P2012-0014, National Grid, Clare: Reviewed a GP application for bog 
matting in wetlands. (Mark Rooks) 
 
P2012-0017, Hays, Lake Pleasant:  This proposed two lot subdivision 
involves a shoreline lot located on Lake Pleasant in a Moderate 
Intensity Land Use Area with wetlands.  Existing development on the 
project site includes a camp and other accessory structures.   RASS 
issues include protection of wetlands, protection of open water 
resources, development on steep slopes, and erosion & sediment 
control.  The professionally prepared on-site wastewater treatment 
system plans were insufficient and a site visit including the 
Agency Soil Scientist and Engineer has been requested to help the 
applicant and their consultant understand the requirements. (Ron 
Tucker) 
 
P2012-0021 Town of Webb, Webb: This is a multi-modal trail 
connecting an existing trail in Old Forge to the Thendara train 
station.  The pedestrian bridge over the Middle Branch of the Moose 
River and the Forge St. section both involve placing fill in 
wetlands.  RASS issues include evaluation of the bridge to meet the 
variance criteria and minimizing the amount of wetlands permanently 
lost by the project and possible mitigation for those losses. (Mary 
O’Dell, Greg Bendell)  
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P2012-0024, LoGuercia, Johnsburg: This project is a 2 lot 
subdivision and the creation of a new building lot involving 
wetlands in a Hamlet Land Use Area.  A 50 acre lot will be divided 
into a 10 acre lot (new building lot) and a 40 acre lot (retaining 
existing development).  The 10 acre lot contains a large wetland 
and a small stream.  Soils in the proximity of the proposed SFD are 
shallow in regards to seasonal groundwater (18 to 24 inches).  A 
site visit has been scheduled for the spring.  Other involved 
Agency Staff: Suzanne McSherry (Ron Tucker) 
 
P2012-0026, Papperman, Black Brook:  This project is for the 
construction of a SFD in a Resource Management Land Use Area in 
Black Brook. Soils data were submitted for the project.  The soil 
data loosely correlated with NRCS detailed soil maps of the area.  
The main concern had to do with depth to the seasonal high 
groundwater table.  The P.E. providing the soils data noted "no 
seasonal high groundwater to 50 inch depth".  At 50 inches bedrock 
was encountered.  NRCS soil maps place the SHGT between 18 and 30 
inches.  A site visit is scheduled for this spring to confirm 
absence/presence of SHGT. (Ron Tucker)  
 
P2012-0027, Fox Run, Lewis: This project is a sand and gravel mine. 
RASS issues include potential impacts to wetlands, wildlife and 
Natural Heritage sites. Review and analysis indicated there are no 
potential impacts related to these issues. The plant species 
specified in the reclamation plan are satisfactory. (Mark Rooks) 
 
Pre-Application 
Field visits were conducted for those pre-application meetings 
preceded by an asterisk (*). 
 
*Bridge Re-Decking/Painting Proposal, Town of Waverly: This project 
located in St. Regis Falls does not have a project number 
associated with it since Agency jurisdiction has yet to be 
determined.  A meeting and site visit with NYSDOT and Town DPW 
staff occurred to evaluate potential staging areas and various 
aspects of the project.   RASS topics include erosion and sediment 
control surrounding the proposed staging areas adjacent to the St. 
Regis River.  The NYSDOT would like to include as much flexibility 
into the locations of the proposed staging areas to allow 
contractors bidding the project as much freedom as possible to keep 
costs down.  The Town expressed interest in creating a public 
parking area adjacent to the bridge which may involve wetlands and 
additional shoreline cutting of vegetation within the river 
corridor.  The discussion included the adequacy and length of 
detours available to both local and commercial traffic if a 
contractor needed to shut the bridge down for any period of time.  
(Greg Bendell) 
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A2008-0144, West Mountain, Town of Lake Luzerne: This is a huge 
development project just outside the Park, but their access road is 
in the Park. The road crosses wetlands and they are proposing 
widening and other improvements to the road. RASS staff reviewed 
old correspondence in preparation for the meeting and met with the 
project sponsors to discuss the portion of their project in the 
Park. (Mark Rooks) 
 
A2011-0132 Soltau, Town of Fine: RASS staff previously conducted a 
deep-hole test pit investigation on a proposed lot in October of 
2011.  RASS staff reviewed a potential variance application for an 
on-site wastewater treatment system within 100 feet of the 
Oswegatchie River on a lot proposed to be created.  At this time 
RASS staff is not recommending approval since it is a proposed lot 
with the proposed absorption field located within the road right-
of-way and trenches are located within fill. A redesign of the 
project has been recommended. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
A2011-0166 Zip-Line, Towns of Lake George and Queensbury:  RASS 
staff met with the applicant, their attorney and engineer on a 
proposed zip-line to be constructed at an existing restaurant/ 
tourist accommodation complex. Other involved staff: Colleen 
Parker. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
*A2011-0172, ADK Wildlife, Wilmington: This project is for a new 
public use facility in a Moderate Land Use Area.  The proposed 
Adirondack Wildlife Refuge and Rehabilitation Center will be used 
for educational meetings and presentations, wildlife rehab, and 
intern housing.  A total of four DHTPs were excavated to find 
suitable soils for on-site wastewater treatment (OSWT).  The first 
two DHTPs failed due to shallow groundwater (16" and 20").  The 
third DHTP was marginal at 24 inches to the seasonal high 
groundwater table.  A fourth DHTP was requested to ensure adequate 
area for OSWT.  Soils proved adequate and a shallow system was 
approved.  The proposed building location was moved approximately 
300 ft to coincide with the final on-site wastewater treatment 
system location.  Other involved Agency Staff: Tracy Darrah, Keith 
McKeever. (Ron Tucker) 
 
*A2012-0011, Meade, Horicon:  A site visit was made to Horicon for 
a 3 lot subdivision for an existing SFD and the creation of two new 
building lots, involving wetlands, in a Low Intensity Land Use 
Area.  Two DHTPs were excavated.  Both building lots were approved 
for a conventional OSWTS.   RASS issues discussed with the project 
sponsor while on site include: steep slopes, OSWTS slope limits, 
OSWTS engineered plan requirements, building footprint and 
location, and wetland setbacks.  RASS staff also identified OSWTS 
replacement area for the existing SFD. Other Agency staff involved: 
Ariel Lynch.  (Ron Tucker, Mary O’Dell) 
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*A2012-0013 Paradox Brewery, Town of Schroon: RASS staff conducted 
a site visit with the applicant to discuss a new commercial use, 
the Paradox Brewery, which proposes to use an existing building. 
Other involved staff:  Ariel Diggory, Dan Kelleher. (Shaun LaLonde) 
  
A2012-0015, Baggs, Town of Peru: A kayak outfitter wants to lease 
this property on the Ausable River to use as a launch site for 
guided kayak trips. No permanent structures are proposed; parking 
for 15 cars is desired. The site is a disturbed area with a history 
of agriculture. It is in a value 1 wetland. RASS staff met with the 
project sponsor on the site. Other involved staff: Leigh Walrath. 
(Mark Rooks) 
 
A2012-0024, Lessard, Ausable: This is a four-lot subdivision in LI, 
possibly involving wetlands. RASS staff conducted a site visit to 
verify wetlands identified by air photo interpretation. We found 
that the air photo interpretation was in error and there were no 
wetlands on the lot. The project will probably be NJ depending on 
lot counting. Other involved staff: Virginia Yamrick. (Mark Rooks) 
 
Permit Compliance 
 
P2006-0123FG, Front Street, Town of Johnsburg - A significant 
amount of time was spent coordinating with DEC, DOH and the Town on 
permit compliance associated with water supply, wastewater and 
stormwater management infrastructure specifically related to Phase 
1A Residential.  A letter of permit compliance was mailed in 
February associated with those issues. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
Enforcement 
Field visits were conducted for those enforcement cases preceded by 
an asterisk (*). 
 
E1995-0025, Soft Maple Flow, Towns of Croghan and Watson: The 
project includes a 60 lot subdivision with Champion Realty/ 
International Paper including approval of wastewater treatment 
system designs and NYSDOH Realty Subdivision approval.  RASS is 
coordinating with the NYSDOH Syracuse office.  RASS staff received 
another revised plan set in February and provided technical 
comments. The Agency is near completion of the review which will 
ultimately result in the issuance of a permit or permit amendment. 
(Shaun LaLonde) 
 
*E2011-0108, Franklin County, Duane: Agency enforcement and 
engineering staff met with staff from NYS DEC, NYS Office of 
Emergency Management, and the Franklin County Highway Department 
regarding a road improvement project in the towns of Duane and 
Franklin.  The project was undertaken in 2011 and was the subject 
of an Agency enforcement file.  APA remediation was completed in 
the fall of 2011 and the case is now closed; Franklin County is now 
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seeking reimbursement from FEMA for portions of the project and 
these funds are disbursed through NYS Office of Emergency 
Management.  FEMA is requiring documentation that all portions are 
compliant with APA and DEC restrictions.  The February 22 meeting 
addressed what steps will be necessary to ensure that all portions 
of the project completed thus far are compliant, and Agency staff 
will be working with the County and DEC to confirm compliance and 
provide the necessary documentation. Other involved staff: John 
Burth. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
E2011-0020, Stumpf, Fine: This enforcement file involves 
authorization of a single family dwelling located in a Resource 
Management Land Use Area.  Plans were reviewed for the on-site 
wastewater treatment system and it could not be confirmed whether a 
100 foot horizontal setback to an adjacent wetland has been met.  A 
site visit with a wetland biologist and engineer will be scheduled 
to investigate the location of the wetland boundary and the OSWTS.   
RASS topics include the protection of wetlands, depth to and 
protection of groundwater, and erosion and sediment control. (Greg 
Bendell) 
 
E2011-0150 DePue, Clare: A landowner had enlarged his pond and 
replaced his dam two times in last two years after it had washed 
out, resulting in sedimentation to downstream wetlands and the 
Grasse River.  RASS wetlands staff consulted with engineering staff 
regarding jurisdiction and how to proceed to prevent another 
washout and further impacts after DEC's dam safety unit determined 
that they have no jurisdiction.  RASS issues are wetland and water 
quality impacts and watershed management. (Mary O’Dell) 
 
E2011-0167, Brandis, Long Lake:  This enforcement case involves the 
non-compliance with a permit condition requiring tree planting.  
Recommendations will be made for plantings that will establish 
successfully.  Site visit may be necessary.  RASS issues involve 
esthetic impacts along a highway CEA. (Ron Tucker)  a
 
E2011-207, Mitchell, Town of Fort Ann: The alleged violations 
include the construction of a replacement single family dwelling in 
a Low Intensity Land Use Area located within 75 feet of Hadlock 
Pond.  Staff reviewed the plan and determined the respondent has 
satisfactorily addressed the on-site wastewater treatment system 
plan submission required by the executed Settlement Agreement.  
(Shaun LaLonde) 
 
E2011-0210, Lanphear, Town of Clifton: The alleged violation 
includes the construction of a single family dwelling in a Study 
River Area without a permit.  Language regarding on-site wastewater 
treatment system compliance was provided for inclusion in a 
Settlement Agreement. (Shaun LaLonde)  
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Jurisdiction 
 
J2011-0635, Ervin, Webb: The appeal of this Jurisdictional 
Determination argues that the Agency only has jurisdiction over 
that part of a sub-acre wetland that has free interchange. I 
familiarized myself with the case and assisted Mary O’Dell with her 
affidavit. Involved staff include: Doug Miller, Nancy Heath and 
Paul Van Cott. (Mary O’Dell, Mark Rooks, Dan Spada) 
 
J2012-0020, Bierds, Town of Ticonderoga - The project involves a 
proposed single-family dwelling on a previously authorized lot.  
The request was height determination.  The height was determined to 
be 39 feet 7 1/4 inches. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
J2012-0050, Helwanzi, Town of Peru: This is a proposal for a 
subdivision. The surveyor did not agree with the RASS air photo 
interpretation which led to a positive jurisdictional 
determination. RASS staff will conduct a site visit to resolve. 
(Mark Rooks) 
 
Legal 
 
Group Camp PB's: RASS staff met with Legal staff to discuss issues 
associated group camp principal building rights. (LaLonde, 
McSherry, Banta, VanCott) 
 
Navigability: RASS met with Legal staff to develop legal guidance 
on the issue of navigability.  Work is on-going. (LaLonde, 
McAleese) 
 
Historic Septic Violations: RASS staff met with Legal and 
Enforcement staff to discuss development of guidance pertaining to 
violations which include existing on-site wastewater treatment 
ystems.  The discussion is on-going. (LaLonde, Banta, Burth) s
 
Planning 
 
DRAFT Whiteface UMP Amendment: RASS staff provided technical review 
and comment to Planning Staff on water withdrawal for snowmaking, 
wastewater, and stormwater management issues associated with five 
proposed management actions. In addition, a meeting to discuss 
review issues was held with APA, DEC and ORDA staff at DEC Ray 
Brook on Friday February 17th. (Dan Spada, Shaun LaLonde) 
 
Map Amendment 
 
Map Amendment 2010-02 North Country Partners: RASS staff provided 
technical support associated with soils, water quality impacts and 
site development associated with the proposed map amendment. No 
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action was taken at the February 16th meeting. (Shaun LaLonde, Ron 
ucker) T
 
Wetlands 
 
RASS staff reviewed the Ducks Unlimited-New York In-Lieu Fee 
Program Final Instrument, which outlines and proposes a wetland 
mitigation in-lieu fee program. Two of their service areas include 
parts of the Park, in the north and west. RASS staff represent the 
Agency on the Interagency Review Team (IRT), which will administer 
the program. The final instrument incorporates staff comments to 
previous drafts, which were to acknowledge and include the APA on 
the IRT.  The Agency now have 45 days to express any objection to 
signing.  The draft has been forwarded to the Legal Division.  
RASS staff reviewed the National Fish, Wildlife and Plants Climate 
Adaptation Strategy, Public Review Draft. This is a document 
produced at the direction of the Council on Environmental Quality 
(CEQ) and the Department of the Interior (DOI) which assembled a 
partnership of federal, state, and tribal fish and wildlife 
conservation agencies.  
 
Two of the goals identified are 1) form partnerships between 
agencies and organizations involved in natural resource 
conservation and 2) conduct long-range studies on the effects of 
climate change on natural systems. The Agency has been proactive in 
striving for this goal by applying for and receiving our newest EPA 
grant entitled, "Detecting Climate Change in Wetlands in the 
Adirondack Park."  
 
Another goal is for regulatory agencies to review and update 
regulations and policies to mitigate the effects of climate change 
and increase the ability of natural systems and populations to 
respond. Habitat fragmentation and loss of habitat to sprawl are 
identified as barriers to adaptation and movement and sources of 
stress (in addition to climate change) to wildlife populations. 
Again, the Agency has been proactive in this regard.  RASS staff is 
developing (as part of revising the guidance document "Development 
in the Adirondack Park") Agency policy on Conservation Development. 
(Mark Rooks, Dan Spada, Mary O’Dell) 
 
 
RASS staff prepared an abstract for a presentation to be given at 
the New York Wetland Forum conference in March. (Mark Rooks) 
 
RASS staff merged wetland air photo interpretation shape files 
using the Planar/SA system with the master shape file. (Mark Rooks) 
 
RASS staff commented on DOT's Wetland Bank prospectus and 
participated in a meeting with NYS DOT staff (Ed Frantz) regarding 
this issue.  (Mary O’Dell, Mark Rooks, Dan Spada) 
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RASS staff provided 24 air photo interpretations for wetland 
determinations for: JIFs, Landowners, Enforcement cases, Reg 
Program projects, and towns. (Mark Rooks) 
 
Meetings/Events Attended 
 
RASS staff met with representatives from Saranac Lake Central 
School and DEC staff (John Connor) to discuss their goose problem.  
Their proposal is to drain a pond adjacent to the school's athletic 
fields.  RASS issues are wetland impacts, channel stabilization, 
downstream water quality impacts, and erosion and sedimentation 
control. (Dan Spada, Mark Rooks, Ed Snizek, Mary O’Dell) 
 
Inter-Agency Coordination Meeting (Dan Spada, Shaun LaLonde)  
 
LCBP TAC meeting (Ed Snizek) 
 
Attended MAD 2.0 training (RASS) 
 
Attended NYSDOT webinar, “Incorporating Freshwater Biodiversity 
into New York State Transportation Planning.” (Dan Spada, Mark 
Rooks, Mary O’Dell, Shaun LaLonde) 
 
Meeting with The Nature Conservancy staff to discuss issues 
relating to transportation planning and climate adaptation project. 
They updated us on their program and we outlined our efforts (Dan 
Spada, Mark Rooks) 
 
NYS Invasive Species monthly webinar (Ed Snizek) 
 
Adirondack Aquatic Nuisance Species meeting  (Ed Snizek) 
 
Lake George Asian Clam RR Task Force- participated in conference 
call to discuss 2011 field season and begin planning for 2012 
season.  Ed Snizek volunteered to attend subcommittee meeting to 
assist in developing suction harvest pilot study protocol, in order 
to evaluate 2 different suction harvesting methods. (Ed Snizek) 
   
Lake Champlain Basin Program Technical Advisory Committee -  
2012 Local Implementation Grant RFPs will be available on early 
February.   There will be approximately $450,000 available to local 
communities in NY and VT.  Grant categories for this cycle include 
Aquatic Invasive Species Spread Prevention, Stormwater Management 
/Pollution Prevention, Stream Habitat Restoration/Connectivity  
Improvement, and Education/Outreach Grants.  Ed Snizek will 
coordinate with Planning to send notification to local governments 
concerning this grant opportunity. For the first time the LCBP will 
have line item for AIS Rapid Response.   $75,000 has been dedicated 
for rapid response planning/eradication effort of any new AIS 
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within the basin.  The joint NY/VT Rapid Response Taskforce will be 
responsible for determining how/when funding will be used. (Ed 
Snizek)  
 
Attended webinar, “Asian Longhorned Beetle in Massachusetts: The 
Battle Continues.”  (Dan Spada, Mary O’Dell, Ron Tucker, Mark 
Rooks) 
 
Literature Reviewed 
Reviewed the National Fish, Wildlife and Plants Climate Adaptation 
Strategy, Public Review Draft. This is a document produced at the 
direction of the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) and the 
Department of the Interior (DOI) which assembled a partnership of 
federal, state, and tribal fish and wildlife conservation agencies. 
Pat Riexinger of NY DEC played a leadership role in the development 
of the document. (Mark Rooks) 
 
Reviewed the DEC Draft Spruce Grouse Recovery Plan. (Mark Rooks, 
Dan Spada, Mary O’Dell) 
 
Charles, Donald.  1976. Justification of minimum separation 

distances between bottom of sewage disposal systems and 
bedrock and groundwater for the Adirondack Park. 

 
New York Storm Water Management Design Manual Chapter 5.3.7: Rain 

Gardens 
 

Summary of RASS Activities for February, 2012 
Activity Number of 

Interactions 
(Site Visits) 

Year To Date
(Site Visits) 

Other State 
Agencies 
Involved1

 

Projects 28 (5) 53 (9) 3 
Pre-Application 9 (4) 11 (5) 2 
Permit Compliance 1 (1) 1 (1)  
Enforcement 7 8  
Jurisdiction 3 4  
Legal 3 3  
Planning 1 1 2 
Map Amendment 1 1  
Wetlands 28 (2) 58 (3)  
Soils 11 (7) 18 (12)  
Meetings/Events 11 14 ∞ 
Literature Reviewed 4 9 na 
Total 107 (19) 181 (30) 10 
 
DMS:lhb 

                     
1 May tally individual agencies more than once if they were involved with 
multiple activities.  Does not include numbers of individual staff involved. 
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cc:  RASS Staff 
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M E M O R A N D U M
 
 
TO: Daniel M. Spada 
 
FROM: Mary O’Dell 
 
DATE: March 1, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Updated 2012 wetland field visit statistics 
 
 
 
Year 2012 Wetland Field Visits 
 

 
Time Period 
 

 
Number of 
requests 
received 
during 
month 

 
Number 
completed 
 

Interval for 
processing. 
(Date 
received to 
date 
scheduled 
for those 
received in 
that month) 

 
 
 
Number 
pending 

 
January   2 2 N/A 0 

 
February 
 

5 3 N/A 2 

 
Cumulative 
for 2012 

7 5 N/A 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c:   M. Rooks 
      
 



Memorandum to Martino 
March 5, 2012 
Page 16 
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:    Dan Spada 
  
FROM:  Ron Tucker 
 
DATE:  March 1, 2012 
 
RE:    Deep-Hole Test Pit Summary: February 
 
During the month of February APA Soil Scientist performed a 
total of seven deep-hole test pits (DHTP) at three different 
project sites (Figure 1).  More than one DHTP is commonly 
excavated per project site due to the following reasons: 
subdivisions; alternative sites were sought due to inadequate 
soils. 
 
Also during the month of February APA Soil Scientist reviewed 
submitted (consultants) soil data involving four deep-hole test 
pits from three different project sites (Figure 1). 
 
The number of project sites reported above (3 APA & 3 
Consultant) does not equal the number reported in the “Projects 
involving DHTPs” column in figure 1.  This is because 
consultant work commonly requires follow-up site visits 
involving APA staff.  During the follow-up site visit 
additional DHTPs may also be required.  At this point these 
DHTPs are always performed by APA. 

 
Deep Hole Test Pit Statistics Jan Feb Year To Date
Projects Involving DHTPs 7 5 12
DHTPs Described by APA 13 7 20
DHTPs Described by Consultants 5 4 9
Total DHTPs 18 11 29
Approved Conventional Systems 9 1 10
Approved Shallow Systems 3 5 8
Did not Meet Agency Guidelines 6 5 11
Approved Conventional Systems % 50% 9% 34%
Approved Shallow Systems % 17% 45% 28%
Did not Meet Agency Guidelines % 33% 45% 38%

Approved Shallow Systems 3 5 8
Shallow Systems due to SHGWT 3 5 8
Shallow Systems due to Bedrock 0 0 0
Shallow Systems due to SHGWT % 100% 100% 100%
Shallow Systems due to Bedrock % 0% 0% 0%  

Figure 1. Deep-hole test pit statistics to date 

   
 


