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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
TO:  Terry Martino  
 
FROM: Jim Connolly 
 
DATE: March 1, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Highlights of Planning Division Activities for  
  February 2012 
 
REGIONAL PLANNING 
 
Meeting of Adirondack Park Recreational Plan Work Group 
On Friday, February 17 Agency Deputy Director Jim Connolly 
participated in a meeting of a recreational planning group 
held at the Adirondack Mountain Club office in Lake George.  
The group has been convened by the Adirondack Partnership, 
a consortium of local governments and environmental 
organizations to collaborate on planning initiatives for 
the Park.  The work group is in the initial stages of 
developing goals and objectives for a recreational plan for 
the Park which will include initiatives for Adirondack Park 
branding; integrating public and private recreational 
opportunities; dispersing recreational activities and 
events throughout the Park; and establishing links for 
recreational use between hamlet areas.  The planning group 
will continue to meet on a monthly basis throughout the 
rest of the year with the intent of completing a final 
recreational plan by December, 2012.  It is expected that 
the recommendations will be presented to the North Country 
Regional Economic Development Council and will include 
pecific action items for possible funding. s
 
Meeting with Representatives of NYS Conservation Council 
On February 24 Agency staff met with NYS Conservation 
Council Executive Program Director Bob Brown and 
Conservation Council Region 6 Director & Land Use Access 
Specialist, Walter Paul, to discuss a variety of issues 
related to State land classification and access.  The 
Conservation Council is a Statewide organization which 
represents sportsmen and women's concerns. Agenda items 
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discussed at the meeting included potential classification 
of former Finch-Pruyn lands now owned by the Nature 
Conservancy, regional planning for State lands, the process 
and criteria for determining State land classifications, 
protections for Primitive Areas from motorized access and 
the public input process for Agency decisions on land 
classification.  Agency staff were provided with a letter 
to DEC Commissioner Martens, dated February 10, 2012, which 
outlined issues related to future public access to the 
Essex Chain of Lakes if these lands are acquired from the 
Nature Conservancy. The NYSCC representatives also asked 
about the status of legal appeals to the recent State 
Supreme Court decision on Lows Lake which determined that 
the bed and water of that lake were classified as 
Wilderness.  Following the meeting, Agency staff provided 
background documents on the State Land classification 
process and statistical information on land use in the 
Park.  The Conservation Council representatives were also 
provided with information on mechanisms for public input 
into Agency decisions, including opportunity to comment at 
the beginning and end of Agency meetings.  Mr. Paul & Mr. 
Brown noted that the Agency's meeting webcasts were a very 
useful communications tool which provided them with ready 
access to Board discussions and decisions. 
 
Meeting of Northeast Chapter of the International 
Snowmobile Council 
On Thursday, March 1 Deputy Director Jim Connolly, at the 
invitation of Dominic Jocangelo, Executive Director of the 
NYS Snowmobile Association, attended a meeting of the 
Northeast Chapter of the International Snowmobile Council 
in Long Lake, NY.  Participants in the meeting included 
representatives from New York, New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Massachusetts.  Council members were briefed on the 
Adirondack Park Snowmobile Plan and guidance documents 
related to snowmobile trail construction & maintenance 
within the Park. 
 
STATE LAND ACTIVITIES 
 
State Land staff reviewed a JIF for a snowmobile bridge in 
the Wilmington Wild Forest. The proposed work would require 
a wetland permit for approximately 1200 square feet of 
wetland loss. Staff are working with DEC to determine if a 
trail reroute may be a viable alternative. Field work will 
be conducted in the spring. 
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State Land staff met with Rayionier Forestry to introduce 
mountain bike trail ideas and concerns regarding possible 
trails on their lands east of Cranberry Lake Wild Forest.  
 
State Land staff met with DEC to discuss the Team Draft UMP 
for the Ferris Lake Wild Forest. Staff has been reviewing 
the draft and becoming familiar with the Unit. 
 
Staff received photographs and GPS data associated with 
monitoring alpine habitat in the High Peaks Wilderness. 
 
Staff attended training on new Agency database software. 
 
Staff worked with DEC Region 6 on a UMP Amendment for the 
Cranberry Lake Wild Forest. 
 
On February 1, staff met in Lake George with Albany and 
Region 5 DEC staff, as well as Adirondack Mountain Club and 
Adirondack Trail Improvement Society representatives, 
concerning the "use of natural materials" guidelines of the 
APSLMP, particularly in relation to bridge construction 
along trails in the Forest Preserve.   
 
On February 9, staff met in Ray Brook with two Region 5 DEC 
planners concerning potential routes for Community 
Connector snowmobile trails in Vanderwhacker Mountain Wild 
Forest. 
 
On February 17, staff met in Ray Brook with DEC and ORDA 
staff concerning a draft, proposed amendment to the 
Whiteface Mountain Ski Center UMP. 
 
On February 24, staff met at APA headquarters with 
representatives of the New York State Conservation Council 
regarding a wide array of issues currently of concern to 
the Council.   
 
Staff consulted numerous times throughout the month with 
Region 5 and Albany DEC staff concerning APA staff comments 
and consultation concerning a draft UMP for Wilcox Lake 
Wild Forest being prepared by DEC for public review.    
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CARTOGRAPHY AND INFORMATION ANALYSIS  
 
Staff prepared a presentation for the Agency Meeting 
covering the development, improvements and staff use of the 
Map and Information Lookup System. This home-grown system 
has become a mission critical tool for Agency staff to 
find, analyze and document Adirondack Park natural 
resources, property ownership and Agency business 
transactions past and present. 
 
Staff continued to provide project management along with 
Agency IT staff for the Master Action Database 2.0 update 
project. Staff met with the vendor through conference calls 
weekly to assess deliverable progress on database design 
and implementation; end-user interface design; and custom 
software programming. Staff assisted with and participated 
in two all Agency staff training sessions given to teach 
staff how to use the new system and what changes to expect. 
 
Staff continued to research US Census data for the North 
Country/Adirondack region focusing on economic and business 
data. Staff researched available temporal and geographic 
units of measure; thematic attributes available within 
different summary reports; and how to download the data.  
 
Staff continued to edit the Adirondack Park Land Use and 
Development Plan and State Land Map GIS (Land Class) layer. 
Improvements to surface water features were performed in 
the St. Regis Canoe Area.  
 
Staff prepared and posted an annual update to the GIS Land 
Class data for public download at the Agency Maps/GIS 
website page on February 29th.  
 
Staff worked with IT staff on evaluations of replacement 
GIS server hardware to support various Agency computer 
applications and functions. Staff also provided evaluation 
of new of new Stereo Photogrammetry Workstation hardware 
for purchase. Staff contacted software vendors for 
evaluation of image analysis software to assist in wetlands 
and land cover mapping. 
 
Staff provided oversight of division managed website 
content along with management of overall Agency content 
including implementation of the Governor’s news update 
widget; continued Hurricane Irene assistance information; 
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updated Towers information; Local Government Day 
information; and update of the Agency implementation of the 
NYS OFT website search programming due to the required 
NY.GOV domain name change. 
 
Assisted staff with various GIS, website, mapping, graphic 
arts, and information technology needs.   
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