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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:    Terry Martino 
 
FROM:  Daniel M. Spada 
 
DATE:  March 29, 2012 
 
RE:    RASS Division Report for March 2012  
 
Projects 
Field visits were conducted for those projects preceded by an 
asterisk (*). 
 
*P1987-0292A, Lagoon Manor, Bolton: This project proposal involves 
"selective cutting and trimming" along the shore of Lake George to 
create filtered views for the town homes of Lagoon Manor. Proposal 
involves cutting all understory vegetation flush to grade within 
five 0.5+- acre viewsheds. Approximately 400 trees have also been 
proposed for "highlining". This method removes the bottom 2/3 of 
all branches leaving just the crown.  Staff met with the project 
sponsor on site to discuss the newly submitted cutting plan and 
alternatives.  One alternative was to continue trimming trees under 
a previously submitted and approved plan.  The Agency was told that 
the plan was cost prohibitive and too difficult to undertake on an 
annual basis.  The new cutting plan was discussed in great detail 
and suggestions were made to bring it into compliance with the 
permit conditions.  Agency is currently awaiting resubmission of 
the cutting plan.  RASS issues include visibility/ aesthetic 
impacts due to the extent of cutting and potential erosion and 
sedimentation impacts due to excessive understory shrub/tree 
removal over thin loose soils. Other involved staff:  Colleen 
Parker.  (Ron Tucker) 
 
P2002-0005A, Mt. View Lake Association, Belmont: Working with to 
develop a work plan to hand harvest waterweed (Elodea Canadensis) 
in the lake.   APA will have to issue a letter of permit compliance 
to allow for the additional management.  The current permit is to 
manage Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum). (Ed Snizek) 
 
P2007-0272, Fertig, Webb:  RASS staff determined that the current 
proposal includes a greater than 200 square foot boulder retaining 
wall requiring a variance from the Agency. Other RASS issues 
include identification of the mean high water mark.  A site visit 
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will be conducted to look at alternatives to the proposed variance. 
Other involved staff: Virginia Yamrick. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
P2008-0018, NYDOT, Various: NYSDOT is requesting an amendment to 
their vegetation management permit for herbicide application near 
wetlands. Set up a GIS/air photo project to map the wetlands 
adjacent to the tracks. This was not done for the 2008 permit but 
it must be done for when it comes up for renewal and it also must 
be done for this amendment. Other involved staff: Tom Saehrig, 
Kathy Regan.  (Mark Rooks) 
 
P2011-0001, Shultz, Fort Ann: Three lot subdivision involving 
wetlands in a Rural Land Use Area. One lot is to be retained, one 
lot is to be classified as a non-building lot, and one lot will 
become a new building lot. Reviewed project and soils data 
collected by both the Agency and consultants. Shallow groundwater 
indicated and wetlands on site.  Site visit for soils evaluation 
was once again canceled.  Soils work was performed by a P.E. 
without APA or DOH in site.  Agency is awaiting soils data from a 
P.E. Other involved staff: Susan Parker.  (Ron Tucker, Greg 
Bendell) 
 
P2011-0171/ E2010-6, White Lake Inn, Forestport: The current 
proposal includes the installation of a new 500 gallon aboveground 
gasoline storage tank located at the White Lake Inn.  Engineering 
staff provided comments regarding building/fire code and specific 
recommendations related to protection of water, groundwater and 
wetland resources. Other cooperating Agency Staff: Ariel Lynch 
(Shaun LaLonde) 
 
P2011-0196, Wyant, Watson: The project is for a new single family 
dwelling with associated septic system in close proximity to 
wetlands.  Other cooperating staff: Tracy Darrah.  (Mary O’Dell, 
Greg Bendell)   
 
P2011-0211, Village of Lake Placid, North Elba: Final approval of 
engineering issues associated with in-stream (non-navigable) water 
diversion structures, hydrology and upgrade of the municipal 
wastewater treatment infrastructure have been adequately addressed 
for the purposes of completion.  The review was coordinated with 
DEC, the Village of Lake Placid and their engineers. (Shaun 
LaLonde)  
 
*P2012-0009, McKeige, Keene: This project is for a single-family 
dwelling in a Resource Management Land Use Area. The project 
sponsor proposes to construct a 2500 ft2 home on a 22-25% slope 
with panoramic views atop a bouldery cliff. Also proposed is a 4 
bay garage near steep grades and an OSWTS with a piping distances 
of up to 200 ft on slopes as steep as 25 %. The percolation rate 
for the proposed OSWTS was less than one minute. The project has 
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been undertaken including clearing of trees and some excavation 
work for the proposed SFD. The project site and alternative 
building sites were discussed in detail with the engineer and land 
surveyor on site.  Visual impact assessment methods were outlined 
and discussed for the primary site due to exposure.  Balloon will 
be flown and photos will be taken from three surrounding peaks.  
RASS issues: Aesthetic impacts, erosion impacts, storm water runoff 
impacts, and groundwater contamination potential. Other involved 
staff: Susan Parker.  (Greg Bendell, Ron Tucker)  
 
P2012-0012, JLKN Acres LLC, Long Lake: RASS staff drafted permit 
and developed a presentation for the March Agency meeting.  The 
proposal is to release 75 grass carp to control aquatic nuisance 
plants in Lake Eaton.  (Ed Snizek) 
 
P2012-0017, Hays, Lake Pleasant: This project is a two lot 
subdivision for an existing single-family dwelling and the creation 
of a new building lot, involving wetlands, in a Moderate Intensity 
Land Use Area. Soils data were submitted to the Agency for review. 
Two DHTPs were reviewed for one lot. Both test pits reported 
shallow (Less than 34 inches) soils over bedrock. There are ongoing 
communications with the applicant regarding potential options.  
(Ron Tucker) 
 
P2012-0019, Cold Spring Granite, Jay: - This project is for the 
expansion of hours, days and months along with a request for the 
simultaneous operation of certain mining activities to increase 
production efficiency.  P2009-0246 (Blue quarry) and P2009-0279 
(Green quarry) were permits previously issued by the Agency which 
involved many various noise mitigation measures which are now under 
consideration.  Staff participated in a site visit and meeting on 
March 20 to better understand their concerns behind the requests 
and hear rock breaking in one of the quarries. (Greg Bendell) 
  
*P2012-0026, Papperman, Black Brook: This project is for the 
construction of a SFD in a Resource Management Land Use Area in 
Black Brook. Staff met on site with general contractor to confirm 
depth to the SHGT and check slope.  Test pit was hand dug and 
quickly filled with water to within 4 inches of the soil surface.  
Slope measured out to be approximately 16%.  An alternative site 
was discussed.  A second site visit with a backhoe present is to be 
scheduled. (Ron Tucker, Greg Bendell) 
 
P2012-0033, Camp Little Notch, Fort Ann:  This project involves the 
reopening of Camp Little Notch (group camp) in a Resource 
Management Land Use Area.  The 2210.29 acre project site was owned 
by the Hudson Valley Girl Scout Council, and later by the Girl 
Scouts of Northeastern New York, and managed as a group camp known 
as Camp Little Notch from 1939 through 2008.  Over those years, the 
camp was expanded to include more than 80 structures and a DOH-
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permitted occupancy of 188 persons.  Project review includes soils 
analysis of the project site and assessment of existing on-site 
wastewater treatment systems (OSWTS) and confirmation of 
consultant’s wetland delineation.  Soils analysis indicates shallow 
soils (10 to 20 inches) overlying bedrock.  OSWTS were designed, 
approved by NYDOH, and installed in 1964.  Other cooperating Agency 
Staff: Suzanne McSherry (Greg Bendell, Mary O’Dell, Ron Tucker) 
 
P2012-0039, Long Lake Motel, Long Lake: RASS staff met with 
Regulatory Program and Legal staff concerning a variance 
application for a proposed retaining wall.  Initial concerns were 
identified and a site visit with the applicant's engineer has been 
scheduled for April 3, 2012. Other cooperating Agency Staff: Tom 
Saehrig, Steve Brewer. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
P2012-0041, Austin, Keene:  This project is a 2 lot subdivision for 
an existing single family dwelling and the creation of a new 
building lot in a Hamlet land use area involving wetlands.  Site 
visit and DHTP was completed last fall.  Somewhat excessively 
drained soils were found and a conventional system was approved.  
Recently, final plans were submitted to the Agency.  A percolation 
rate less than three minutes per inch was reported.  Project 
sponsor was notified that due to the location of a perennial stream 
on the property the proposed location for the OSWTS would either 
need to be setback 200 feet from the stream or a soil amendment 
slowing the percolation rate below three minutes per inch would be 
required. (Ron Tucker) 
 
*P2012-0042, Fuguet, Town of Keene:  A field visit was conducted to 
assess a proposed single family dwelling in a Resource Management 
Land Use Area.  RASS issues include: development on steep slopes 
(driveway) and on-site wastewater treatment review, stormwater 
management, erosion and sediment control and vegetative buffers for 
screening and water quality protection. Review comments were 
provided by RASS staff. Other cooperating Agency Staff: Tracy 
Darrah. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
*P2012-0045, Town of Long, Long Lake: This project involves new 
pumping stations and new wells. The field visit revealed additional 
wetlands not shown by the consultant.  Staff have requested 
additional plans.  Other cooperating staff:  Tom Saehrig. (Mary 
O’Dell, Greg Bendell)  
 
P2012-0049, The Fund for Lake George, Lake George: RASS staff 
assisted Regulatory Programs staff in review of proposal to install 
an additional 5-6 acres of benthic mats in Lake George for 
management of Asian clam. (Ed Snizek) 
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P2012-0050, NYSDOT, Various: This project involves the repair to 
Northway culverts, possibly with temporary impacts to wetlands. 
Staff have requested more information and a site visit. Other 
involved staff:  Tom Saehrig. (Mark Rooks) 
 
Pre-Application 
Field visits were conducted for those pre-application meetings 
preceded by an asterisk (*). 
 
A2010-0007, Waldheim, Town of Webb: This is a pre-application 
subdivision involving wetlands and as it stands now they propose to 
subdivide out and sell existing cabins, cottages and houses. They 
may want to have a community septic system but there are no plans 
for that now. (Mary O’Dell) 
 
A2012-30, Linder/Danielson, Westport: 2-lot subdivision in Hamlet 
involving wetlands. Previous air photo interpretation showed 
wetlands on the lot but site visit determined that there were no 
jurisdictional wetlands on the lot. 
 
A2011-0159, Han, Town of Broadalbin: The preliminary materials are 
for a single family dwelling on a small lot with extensive 
wetlands, some of which were filled by the prior owner.  Other 
cooperating staff:  Tracy Darrah. (Mary O’Dell) 
 
RASS staff participated in a conference call with DOT on March 5, 
2012 regarding the use of centerline audible roadline delineators 
(CARDS) in the Adirondack Park.  CARDS are small grooved section in 
the centerline of the roadway that provides motorists an audible 
warning should they cross the centerline. DOT is looking at the 
feasibility of installing CARDS on certain roadways in the Park.  
DOT criteria includes, but is not limited to, traffic volume 
(>2,000 car per day annual average daily traffic), accident 
history, speed limit, and available funding. Other involved staff:  
Tom Saehrig, Rick Weber. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
Permit Compliance 
 
Permit 97-13, Kolodziej, Wells:  RASS provided edits to letter on a 
complicated permit compliance issue associated with a building lot 
(Bulgaro) on Lake Algonquin in the Town of Wells permitted in 97-
13.  The issues reviewed included a review of Agency jurisdiction, 
proper installation of an on-site wastewater treatment system, 
coordination with the Town, and compliance with the Uniform Fire 
Prevention and Building Code. A letter of permit compliance has 
been issued. Other cooperating Agency Staff: Holly Kneeshaw.  
(Shaun LaLonde) 
 
Permit 2011-0178, North Country School/Camp Treetops, North Elba: 
RASS staff worked with Agency permit compliance staff and DEC staff 
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on addressing condition associated with the community wastewater 
treatment plant.  The Agency is working with the permit holder to 
bring the facility into compliance with applicable requirements to 
ensure protection of groundwater and surface water resources and 
protection of public health. Other cooperating Agency Staff: Aaron 
Ziemann, Colleen Parker.  (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
Enforcement 
Field visits were conducted for those files preceded by an asterisk 
(*). 
 
E2012-0006, Dingman, Schroon: RASS staff provided recommendations 
on stabilization measures and native plantings as part of 
remediation for an apparent unlawful waste disposal area. (Shaun 
LaLonde) 
 
*E2012-0018, Palmer, Thurman:  Logger hired by land owner cut a 75 
foot wide by 100 feet deep log landing along Mountain Road in a 
Resource Management Land Use Area.  The property is subject to a 
permit condition restricting cutting of any kind within 100 feet of 
the road.  During the site visit, revegetation options for the 
header were discussed with the logger.  Other cooperating Agency 
Staff: Aaron Ziemann (Ron Tucker) 
 
Jurisdiction 
Field visits were conducted for those jurisdictional inquiries 
preceded by an asterisk (*). 
 
J2012-0042A, McCort, Stoney Creek:  This project is for a SFD in a 
Resource Management Land Use Area.  Deep somewhat excessively 
drained soils are indicated.  Site visit for soils evaluation to be 
scheduled. (Ron Tucker) 
 
*J2012-0076, Essex County DPW Mason Road Bridge Replacement, Lewis: 
RASS conducted a site visit for purposes of determining 
navigability.  RASS issues evaluated include potential variance 
jurisdiction pursuant 575.5, potential shoreline cutting 
jurisdiction, potential municipal road expansion jurisdiction, and 
potential wetland jurisdiction.  Based upon engineering review, the 
project was considered a replacement in the same vicinity, 
shoreline cutting thresholds were not exceeded, the municipal road 
will not be expanded greater than 25% and other bridge components 
will not require a variance.  In addition, potential wetland 
impacts were assessed separately by RASS staff and no impacts were 
identified. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
*J2012-0077, Ewing, Ausable: RASS staff delineated a wetland for 
placement of fill adjacent to it.  (Mary O’Dell)   
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J2012-0117 Imgruth, Hope: Reviewed wetland delineation conducted 
last year for accuracy and confirmed that re-design of project 
avoids wetland subdivision jurisdiction.  (Mary O’Dell)    
 
J2012-0118 Lashinsky, Chesterfield:  Reviewed wetland delineation 
conducted last year for accuracy and confirmed that re-design of 
project avoids wetland subdivision jurisdiction.  (Mary O’Dell)    
 
J2012-0119 Mattig, Chesterfield: Reviewed subdivision designed 
around 2010 wetland delineation and confirmed that it would not 
involve wetlands. (Mary O’Dell)    
 
J2012-0051, Gulati, Bellmont: Reviewed subdivision proposal.  
Subdivision is jurisdictional based on wetlands located in 2009 
which were never surveyed.  Landowner will redesign around wetlands 
and resubmit seeking a non-jurisdictional determination. (Mary 
O’Dell)    
 
Legal 
 
Roads and Bridges: RASS staff met with Legal staff to discuss road 
and bridge jurisdiction.  Due to 2011 flooding, significant work 
continues in this area throughout the Park.  (Shaun LaLonde, Greg 
Bendell) 
 
Historical Septic Violations: RASS staff met with Legal and 
Enforcement staff to discuss development of guidance pertaining to 
violations which include existing on-site wastewater treatment 
systems.  The discussion is on-going. (Shaun LaLonde, John Banta, 
ohn Burth) J
 
Planning 
 
The Agency was notified by NYSDOH that the 1996 Design Handbook for 
Individual Residential Wastewater Treatment Systems (210 Pages) is 
being modified to reflect revision to Appendix 75-A which occurred 
in 2010.  Under very short time constraints, comments were provided 
via email to NYSDOH on March 16, 2012.  NYSDOH is taking the 
Agency's comments into consideration prior to finalizing the 
document.   (Shaun LaLonde, Greg Bendell). 
 
Grants 
 
RASS staff headed up a team from the grant partners to evaluate 
submittals for the position of Project Coordinator for the EPA 
grant project, “Detecting Climate Change Effects to Wetlands in the 
Adirondack Park”.  An individual was interviewed and selected for 
the position.  Steve Langdon, a resident of Saranac Lake, will 
begin work on the project near the end of April. Other cooperating 
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agencies: Adirondack Ecological Center (ESF), Center For Adirondack 
Biodiversity (PSC).  (Dan Spada) 
 
RASS staff attended an EPA sponsored webinar entitled, “Overview of 
the FY12 Request for Proposals, Region 2 Wetland Program 
Development Grants”.  (Dan Spada) 
 
Wetlands 
 
The wetland delineation field season has begun.  It is the earliest 
that we have been consistently booked for site visits. 
 
RASS staff provided 20 air photo interpretations for wetland 
determinations for: JIFs, Landowners, Enforcement cases, Reg 
Program projects, and towns. (Mark Rooks) 
 
Meetings/Events Attended 
 
Agency staff attended the Smart Growth, Local Planning and Economic 
Development session at the Local Government Conference in Lake 
Placid.  A variety of topics were discussed including 
infrastructure requirements, location, protection of resources, 
downtown revitalization and participation of the community.  In 
addition, a new "conditional" Agency map amendment process was 
discussed.  (Shaun LaLonde, Mark Rooks) 
 
Shaun LaLonde was appointed to the on-going ACE discussions within 
the Agency to represent the RASS Division.  He attended his first 
meeting with other members with the purpose of identifying and 
improving processes and providing consistency in the decision 
making process within the Agency. (Shaun LaLonde) 
 
RASS staff participated in the Boquet River Association Advisory 
Committee meeting to discuss updates to the watershed management 
plan.  (Dan Spada) 
 
RASS staff attended the APA-DEC Improving Efficiencies Meeting at 
DEC Warrensburg.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss program 
areas where inter-Agency coordination is required and identify 
actions to improve both Agencies' effectiveness in the Adirondack 
Park.  (Dan Spada, Shaun LaLonde, Ed Snizek) 
 
RASS staff participated in a conference call with NY Inter-Agency 
Review Team discussing the proposed Ducks Unlimited In-Lieu Fee 
instrument. There will be some minor changes. Legal staff are in 
the process of review.  (Mark Rooks) 
 
RASS staff attended a meeting regarding a fiber optic line on the 
utility poles along the rail road between Ray Brook and Lake 
Placid. Participants included representatives from APA, DEC, DOT, 
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Town of North Elba, National Grid and Development Authority of the 
North Country (DANC). RASS issues are restricted to access through 
wetlands. (Mark Rooks) 
 
RASS staff participated in New York State CEO training in Lake 
Placid; met and answered questions from town CEOs. Rooks and O’Dell 
 
RASS staff attended NYSDEC Office of Climate Change webinar on the 
ClimAID report. (Dan Spada, Mary O’Dell, Mark Rooks, Ed Snizek)   
 
RASS staff attended a Forest Regeneration webinar sponsored by 
Pennsylvania State University.  (Dan Spada) 
 
RASS staff participated in the ClimAID report introduction and 
discussion at the Wild Center and the brainstorm session with 
ADKCAP to determine strategies for providing information to local 
municipalities regarding climate change, energy efficiency and 
community sustainability.  Other cooperating staff:  Ariel Diggory, 
Kathy Regan.  (Dan Spada, Mark Rooks) 
 
Other Agency Coordination 
 
"Individual Residential Wastewater Treatment Systems Design 
Handbook" (1996) prepared by the NYSDOH is undergoing a re-draft to 
accommodate recent regulation revisions.  Although the Agency was 
not contacted during the initial comment period Shaun and Greg 
provided comments last week in an expedited manner.  It is 
anticipated that our concerns and comments will be addressed in the 
near future.  The Agency utilizes these guidelines in addition to 
Appendix Q-4 to evaluate residential on-site wastewater treatment 
systems. (Shaun LaLonde, Greg Bendell) 
  
"DESIGN STANDARDS FOR INTERMEDIATE - SIZED WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
SYSTEMS 2012" is a draft document currently open for comment and 
prepared by the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, Division of Water, Bureau of Water Permits.  Shaun 
and Greg anticipate submitting comments on this document by March 
30 after an expedited review.  The Agency utilizes these standards 
for the implementation of commercial and other non-residential 
wastewater treatment system evaluation. (Greg Bendell, Shaun 
LaLonde) 
 
Department of Health Onsite Wastewater Design Handbook Chapter 4 
"Soil and Site Appraisal". (Ron Tucker) 
 
Literature / Documents Reviewed 
 
Goodell, Jeff. 2012 "The Big Fracking Bubble: The scam behind the 
gas boom". Rolling Stone Politics. March 1. (Ron Tucker) 
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Unknown Author. 2012. "World’s Oldest Forest Discovered by State 
Museum Researchers (Schoharie County)" Nature, March 1. (Ron 
Tucker) 
 
 
 
 

Summary of RASS Activities for March, 2012 
Activity Number of 

Interactions 
(Site Visits) 

Year To Date
(Site Visits) 

Other State 
Agencies 
Involved1

 

Projects 31 (3) 60 (10) 3 
Pre-Application 4  (1) 19 (7) 2 
Permit Compliance 2  (0) 3  (1)  
Enforcement 2  (1) 9  (1)  
Jurisdiction 21 (2) 31 (3)  
Legal 3 3  
Planning 1 1 2 
Map Amendment 0 1  
Wetlands 35 (5) 93 (10)  
Soils 1  (1) 13 (13)  
Meetings/Events 30 152 ∞ 
Literature Reviewed 9 36 na 
Total 107 (14) 419 (24*) 10 
*Does not add up due to overlap among activities 
 
DMS:lhb 
 
cc:  RASS Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     
1 May tally individual agencies more than once if they were involved with 
multiple activities.  Does not include numbers of individual staff involved. 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: Daniel M. Spada 
 
FROM:  Mary O’Dell 
 
DATE: March 27, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Updated 2012 wetland field visit statistics 
 
 
 
Year 2012 Wetland Field Visits 
 

 
Time Period 
 

 
Number of 
requests 
received 
during 
month 

 
Number 
completed 
 

Interval 
for 
processing. 
(Date 
received to 
date 
scheduled 
for those 
received in 
that month) 

 
 
 
 
Number 
pending 

 
January   2 2 N/A 0 

 
February 
 

6 3 N/A 3 

 
March 
 

15 5 N/A 10 

 
Cumulative 
for 2012 

23 10 N/A 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c:   M. Rooks 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:    Dan Spada 
  
FROM:  Ron Tucker 
 
DATE:  March 27, 2012 
 
RE:    Monthly Report (March) 
 
 
During the month of March one site visit involving 
two test pits was made. 
 
 
 

 

   
 

Deep Hole Test Pit Statistics Jan Feb Mar Year To Date

Projects Involving DHTPs 7 5 1 13
DHTPs Described by APA 13 7 2 22
DHTPs Described by Consultants 5 4 0 9

Total DHTPs 18 11 2 31
Approved Conventional Systems 9 1 0 10
Approved Shallow Systems 3 5 0 8
Did not Meet Agency Guidelines 6 5 2 13

Approved Conventional Systems % 50% 9% 0% 32%
Approved Shallow Systems % 17% 45% 0% 26%
Did not Meet Agency Guidelines % 33% 45% 100% 42%

Approved Shallow Systems 3 5 0 8
Shallow Systems due to SHGWT 3 5 0 8
Shallow Systems due to Bedrock 0 0 0 0

Shallow Systems due to SHGWT % 100% 100% 0% 100%
Shallow Systems due to Bedrock % 0% 0% 0% 0%


