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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

TO:    Terry Martino  
 
FROM:  Daniel F. Kelleher 
 
DATE:  April 11, 2012 
 
RE:    Economic Services Unit Activities for March 2012 
 
Unit activities were as follows: 
 

Project:  Local Government Day 
Duties Performed: 

• Staff completed an Economic Fact Sheet that was distributed to over 
300 attendees at Local Government Day 

• Staff attended seven sessions of the two-day event.  Topics ranged 
from “The Forest Preserve as an Economic Asset to Adirondack 
Communities” to “Regional Economic Development Councils-
Transformational Projects” to “Applying Smart Growth principles to 
Community Planning and Economic Development Initiatives” 

 

Project:  Business Parks  
Duties Performed: 

• Staff met with Essex County IDA Co-Executive Directors Jody Olcott 
and Carol Calabrese to discuss the current state of Essex County’s 
business parks and to introduce Dan Kelleher as the Agency’s new 
Special Assistant for Economic Affairs 

• Staff spoke with John Tubbs of the Franklin County IDA to discuss 
current conditions of the Tupper Lake Business Park 

• Staff has developed an updated presentation on the current 
conditions of the Park’s business parks 

 

Project:  Mandate Relief Hearings   
Duties Performed: 

• On Friday, March 2nd, Staff attended the State Mandate Relief 
Council’s hearings at the Lake Placid Convention Center 

 
 
 



Project:  2012 Farm Bill Hearings   
Duties Performed: 

• On Friday, March 9th Staff attended the United States House of 
Representatives 2012 Farm Bill hearings at North Country Community 
College in Saranac Lake 

• Presenters representing different farm sectors from across New York 
State testified before the US Farm Bill Committee to highlight 
potential improvements for the 2012 Farm Bill 

Project:  Warren County Economic Development Corporation 
Duties Performed: 

• Staff spoke with new President, Vicki Pratt Gerbino, to discuss the 
Economic Affairs Program at the Agency 

• Staff also discussed the Consolidated Funding Application for 
Clark’s Country Mall proposed to be built in Horicon 

Project:  Entrepreneurship Support 
Duties Performed: 

• Staff worked with a local business owner on finding relevant 
information to be included with a market analysis for the expansion 
of his company 

o Staff directed the owner toward several US Census data sources 
as well as to various municipal data sources 

• Staff spoke with a potential investor about the Unit’s services 
regarding economic development and Hamlet revitalization in the Park 

o Staff noted the Agency and the Unit maintains extensive data 
records that can assist in market analysis and programming 
recommendations 

Project:  Community Power Corporation   
Duties Performed: 

• Staff met with Bill Cetti, Vice President of Bioenergy and Adam 
Pritz of CPC to discuss the potential application of the company’s 
Biomax 100 modular bioenergy gasification system in communities and 
industrial facilities around the Park 

• Mr. Cetti noted that CPC has had great success with these systems 
within the military including their use at forward operating bases 
in Afghanistan 

• The Biomax 100 can produce enough power for about 20-30 homes and 
the company is looking to double this capacity for its systems 

• The system can use all types of fuel including hardwoods, paper 
wastes, and plastic wastes 

Project:  Jim McKenna, Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism 
Duties Performed: 

• Staff met with Jim McKenna, CEO of Roost, to discuss the state of 
the Adirondack tourism industry and to outline potential data 
sources 



• Mr. McKenna provided staff with a 2012 STR Hotel Occupancy report 
for Essex County Hotels, a 2010 Essex County Leisure Travel Study, a 
2010 Tourism Report focused upon the Adirondack Region from NYSESD, 
and a summary sheet of 2011 Essex County bed taxes 

• Mr. McKenna suggested that Economic Services staff attend the 
Adirondack Recreational Planning Committee meetings in addition to 
Deputy Director of Planning, Jim Connolly.   

Project:  J&L Conference Call  
Duties Performed and Findings: 

• Staff was on a monthly conference call with officials from NYS DEC, 
St. Lawrence County, and Town of Fine officials 

• The property is currently being subdivided into an 18-acre parcel to 
be remediated through the Environmental Restoration Program and an 
36-acre parcel to become a State Superfund Program Potential “P 
Site” 

• DEC Staff will be performing site investigations on the P Site in 
early spring to determine environmental conditions 

Project:  Housing Permits Tracking 
Duties Performed and Findings: 

• Staff has developed a spreadsheet to track the number of housing 
permits issued within the Park’s counties to gauge current 
development pressures 

• The information is collected through US Census data which the Bureau 
collects annually from the counties. 

• While overall permit issuances are down, it is important to note 
that the trends of permit issuance within Adirondack counties is far 
less volatile than the State as a whole indicating that the 
Adirondack’s homebuilding economy is less reliant upon speculative 
real estate ventures. 

 


