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For the beginning | owe thanks to Peter S. Paine and John Stock
who were ny hiring interviewers for the position that is now the
Deputy Director for Planning (and to John Stock who taught ne
about the streets of Saranac Lake). | believe it was Jim
Townsend, Cecil Way and Jim Frenette who interviewed and

Chai rman Lefebvre who gave ne the opportunity to serve as Agency
Counsel (less agreeable than the Policy wonk role that Jim
Connol Iy now honorably fills, but well suited to ny | egal
training and love for this institution). | will omt nmany nanes
here, some anong ny dearest friends, who share a passion for the
Par k.

| "ve had a uni que opportunity as head of the Planning and then
the Legal divisions at this Agency. In Planning we addressed
the O ficial AppleDUP (that’'s the Adirondack Park Land Use and
Devel opnent Plan) and Map during the 1980's, rebuilding the data
and explanation of the map with Ray Curran and the RASS unit.
The Agency discovered respect for the Map anong | ocal fol ks who
may have first sought to change it. | got to work wwith A S
technol ogy before its tinme and people |ike John Barge, the

epi tonme of electronic and cartographic excellence and Henry
Savarie who bled the Oficial Map in that day. Wth Jim
Hotal i ng, we were steadfast in working toward stronger

rel ati onships with | ocal governnent and he won national awards
for the efforts.

Sonetime early in nmy experience Steve Erman and | were traveling
the road back to Ray Brook through Cranberry Lake and we asked

“does this ook Iike a Park.” The answer can only be “the

Adi rondack Park”, a Park of People and Natural Wnder -- Barbara
McMartin’s wonderful Centennial phrase -- with thanks to the
many voices that fill the distinctive frame of public and
private |land that now seens famliar. It was still a nmouthful at

the tinme. Steve and | finished one of many |late night returns
to Ray Brook chewi ng on that one.
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In the 1990’ s DEC and the Agency actually conpleted the Hi gh
Peaks W/ derness Unit Managenent Plan (there were many earlier
failed efforts), now anong the 33 UW' s inplenented by the
Departnment in partnership with the Agency (hooray). The State
Land Master Plan continues to provide a durable working
framework for a wi de spectrum of public recreation intended to
be generally conpatible with the “forever wild” principles that
apply to Forest Preserve lands in the Park. There have been
many cl assification decisions presented to the Governor, not the
| east of which were the additions of the Whitney, Round Lake and
Little Mbose Mountain WI derness areas. The Agency and DEC have
al so resol ved | ong-st andi ng questions over snownobile trai

m | eage and administration within the Wld Forest areas of the
Par k.

The Private Land Plan is a frane that is conplex and hard to
present in sinple terns even today, and nmy second career at the
Agency has been with the legal division working with the very
fabric of the Adirondack Park Private and State | and plans we
have inherited. | am proud to have seen continued regul atory
reforminitiated by others including Dan Fitts, Ed Hood, Ceci
Way and Ji m Townsend (and thanks Barb Rottier for your careful
Counsel over many years). The sinple |anguage of the statute
protecting shorelines from expansi on of non-conform ng
structures is now inplenmented in the Agency’s regul ations. W
finally have a conprehensible and easy to understand definition
of boat house. And shorelines will be better protected in the
future. The Agency doesn’'t wite a permt wthout a deep hole
test pit that assures a working on-site sewage di sposal system

Does this ook Iike a Park? The burden and privilege of this
Agency is to conmuni cate and adm nister the gift of Theodore
Roosevelt’s generation to present-day New Yorkers and the world,
and its value to the residents of the 103 communities that share
inits stewardship. You are the State Agency that speaks for
the Adirondack Park, its residents, comunities, State |ands and
ot her open space assets. This is 20% of the State of New YorKk.
It is perhaps better known around the world than to its
residents. | wish you well. Thank you.



