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RESOLUTI ON
| N RECOGNI TI ON OF EARTH DAY APRI L 22, 2012

Wereas, Earth Day has for the past forty-two years been a day
for people to pause in wonder of the Earth and its ability to sustain
life while acknow edgi ng our collective responsibility for
envi ronnmental protection and recognition of the interdependence we
share with the natural environnent and people of the world, and the
need to conserve natural resources and live in a manner respectful of
the Earth and its habitats; and

Whereas, in the 1885 establishnment of the Forest Preserve, the
1892 creation of the Adirondack Park, and the subsequent Article XV
constitutional protection of public forest |ands as “Forever WIld” in
1894, New York State has denonstrated extraordinary | eadership in the
recognition of the need for the protection of Adirondack forests and a
Par k | andscape that conbines the attributes of open space and
conmuni ties; and

Wer eas, since 1973, the Adirondack Park Agency has adm ni stered
t he Adi rondack Park Agency Act with the goal of insuring "optinmal
overal | conservation, protection, devel opnent and use of the unique
scenic, aesthetic, wildlife, recreational, open space, historic,
ecol ogi cal and natural resources of the Adirondack Park;" and

Wher eas, the Adirondack Park provides nunerous water and public
| and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors, including
t he hi ghest peaks in New York State, over 2,000 mles of hiking trails
and over 1,200 mles of rivers, thousands of |akes and ponds and over
1,000 mles of Scenic Byways; and

Wher eas, New York State has shown | eadership in the responsible
protection of the Park’s wetland and water resources through
| egi sl ative adoption of the Adirondack Park Agency Act, Freshwater
Wet | ands Act, and WId, Scenic and Recreational Rivers System Act; and

Wer eas, the Adirondack Park is the |argest area of protected and
managed tenperate hardwood forests in North Anerica, with its npsaic
of public and private |ands, including nore than 2,500,000 acres of
public Forest Preserve |lands, over a mllion acres of |and dedicated
to non-notorized wilderness and canoe areas, and its 1,685,600 acres
of private forested | and; and

Wiereas, this year marks the 40'" anniversary of the adoption of
t he Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan by the State of New York;
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Wher eas, the Adirondack Park and its forested | andscape incl udes
103 towns and villages which are hone to 132,000 residents who benefit
froma uni que interdependence on the natural resource base and forest
| ands of the Park; and

Whereas, the North Country Regi onal Econom c Devel opnment Pl an
recogni zes the Adirondack Park as one of the region’s unique natural
features and one of the special places on the planet to visit, |ive,
wor k and study; and

Wereas, the Forest Preserve is an integral part of nature-based
tourismand worl d-class recreational opportunities for residents and
mllions of visitors to the Park; and

Wher eas, the Adirondack Park, its communities and its forested
| andscape experience the nodern-day threats of gl obal clinmate change,
aci d deposition and invasive species, and are inpacted by a gl obal
econony, changes in forest-based industries, inadequate
infrastructure, and uncertain fiscal and econom c conditions; and

Wer eas, the Adirondack Park Agency acknow edges that resource
protection and econonm c i nprovenent are interdependent and nutually
beneficial and that the Park’s protected | andscapes contribute to open
space, community viability and quality of life; and

Whereas, in recognition of the interdependence and diversity of
all life which shares in the habitats and forest |ands of the Earth,
and the recognition that, now, nore than ever, there is a shared
responsi bility of government, business, institutions and individual
citizens to protect the forests of the Park; and to work
col | aboratively to build sustainable comunities;

Now, therefore, be it resolved, the Adirondack Park Agency, in
recognition of Earth Day 2012, expresses appreciation and cel ebration
of the significance of the Adirondack Park, its public and private
forest |and and open space, and its communities, and urges close
col I aboration and understandi ng anong the Agency and public and
private stakeholders in the inportant task of protecting and enhancing
its natural resources for the benefit of its residents, visitors, the
State of New York and the world.

Resol uti on approved by acclamation on this date, April 19, 2012.
Menbers Present: L. Urich, R Booth, S. Craig, A Lussi, F. Mezzano,

W Thomas, C. Way, R Stegemann (DEC), J. McCormi ck (DED), D.
Scozzaf ava ( DOS)



