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MINUTES OF THE PARK POLICY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
April 19, 2012 

 
Committee members in attendance included Agency Chairwoman Leilani 
Ulrich, William Thomas, Sherman Craig, Designee Jen McCormick and 
Richard Booth, Committee Chair. Members Frank Mezzano, Arthur Lussi, 
Cecil Wray, and Designees Dierdre Scozzafava Department of State and 
Robert Stegemann Department of Environmental Conservation joined the 
Committee.  Also participating in the meeting was Executive Director 
Fred Monroe of the Local Government Review Board. Staff included 
Executive Director Terry Martino, Associate Counsel Sarah Reynolds, 
Planning Director James Connolly, and Mapping Technologist John Barge.  
 
The Committee meeting convened at approximately 1:45 p.m.  
 
Approval of Draft Committee Minutes of March 2012 
 
A motion to approve the draft committee minutes was made by Member 
Thomas and was seconded by Committee Chair Booth.  All were in favor.  
 
Deputy Director, Planning Report (J. Connolly) 
 
Mr. Connolly briefly reviewed the Planning division’s activity report 
that was included in the mailing packet to the Board.  He noted the 
use of an excel spreadsheet that has been developed by Kevin Prickett 
to track staff time in reviewing unit management plans and other 
planning related activities. 
 
Member Wray asked what the division is between Park Policy and State 
Land.  He noted that the report that Mr. Connolly had reviewed 
contains information for both areas.  He asked if it might make sense 
to merge the two committees.  Mr. Connolly responded that in the past 
the two committees have been merged.  
 
Presentation on Agency GIS Look-Up and Accessing Agency Data (J. 
Barge) 
 
Mr. Barge gave an overview of the evolution of the Agency’s Look-up 
System which provides information to staff using application based 
software to assist in data retrieval, mapping functions and spatial 
information for all jurisdictional transactions.  In the past, such 
data retrieval could take up to two months to complete background 
research in support of an Agency jurisdictional determination which 
now takes staff two weeks on average.  The implementation of the GIS 
Look-up System has greatly increased the efficiency of the Agency.   
 
Committee Chair Booth asked what an ortho-image is.  Mr. Barge 
displayed an ortho-image which can depict the topography of an area 
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displaying roads, utility corridors, placement of buildings, forest 
cover types, etc.  The image is obtained using aerial photography. The 
image can then be matched up using overlay maps for staff to review.  
The information is used to augment field work performed by staff. He 
also noted that all Agency transactions can be viewed using the GIS 
Look-Up System.   
 
Member Craig asked if the system was connected to the counties within 
the Park to monitor transfer of ownership of land parcels.  Mr. Barge 
responded no, County parcel data is updated periodically; currently 
there is no automated process.  Counsel Banta noted that through a 
State data base within the Office of Real Property, subdivisions of 
land can be monitored in real time which enables the Agency staff to 
contact landowners about jurisdictional issues and insure that there 
are no subdivision violations. 
 
Mr. Barge ended his presentation with an example of an application 
that staff might use prior to going into the field.   
 
Old Business 
None 
 
 
New Business 
None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m. 


