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PUBLIC AWARENESS AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
MAY 17, 2012 

 
 
The Public Awareness and Communications Committee convened  
at 11:15 AM. 
 
Public Awareness and Communications Committee Members Present: 
William Valentino (Committee Chair), Frank Mezzano, Jen 
McCormick (DED) and Dierdre Scozzafava (DOS) 
 
Not Present: Sherman Craig 
 
Other Members or Designees Present:    
Lani Ulrich (Agency Chairwoman), William Thomas, Richard Booth, 
Arthur Lussi, Cecil Wray, Fred Mezzano and Robert Stegeman (DEC) 
  
Agency Staff Present:   
Terry Martino (Executive Director), Keith McKeever (Public 
Information Officer), Mary Palmer, Robert Kreider, Dan Kelleher 
(Special Assistant-Economic Affairs), James Connolly (Deputy 
Director, Planning), Robyn Burgess and Kathy Regan   
 
Others Present:  
Frederick Monroe (Executive Director, Local Government Review 
Board)  
 
Committee Chair Mr. Valentino stated that the Committee is 
trying to get speakers with general information.  And since this 
is the 40th anniversary of the Plan we were trying to get some 
foundation speakers.  And we hope to put these on our website 
and archive them permanently in terms of the foundation of 
creation of the Park, the APA and the Plan and this will be 
something the public can access at any time. 
 
Keith McKeever (Public Information Officer) expressed how this 
committee will be an excellent outreach opportunity for the 
Agency.  In the last few years we have experienced a significant 
loss of our institutional knowledge and history matters to this 
Agency.  Hopefully this will help strengthen the understanding 
of the Adirondack Park Agency, the Park and its role in the 
State of New York and in the world.  We are looking to learn 
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from our history, as well as broaden the understanding of the 
Park Agency.  Things that were done right and learn from our  
mistakes.   
 
Mr. McKeever confirmed that Peter Paine would be the speaker for 
the June meeting.  This will be the 40 year anniversary of the 
State Land Master Plan and Mr. Paine would be discussing its 
origin.  He then did an overview of the speakers from the draft 
list.  He noted it was suggested that Dick Persico would be 
another possible speaker. 
 
Terry Martino (Executive Director) noted that William Kissel, 
Mike DiNunzio and Neil Woodworth were also asked to speak at the 
June meeting. 
 
Frank Mezzano asked if the proposition is to make this a 1 day 
event or a Community Spotlight type of thing.  Ms. Martino 
stated that it would be a panel that would be part of the Agency 
Meeting. 
 
Lani Ulrich (Chairwoman) following up on the terminology said 
Community Spotlight will always be a Supervisor or their 
Designees.  James Connolly (Deputy Director, Planning) said they 
would also like to have a DEC prospective but have not confirmed 
a speaker yet. 
 
Cecil Wray had one comment that is some people have factual 
information in their background that is useful to us while 
others could be controversial. 
 
Mr. Valentino responded that while there is a tendency to want 
to do soft stuff some speakers will be controversial.  And it 
would be good to have both perspectives on the topic. 
 
Ms. Ulrich stated that it is good to have different perspectives 
on a topic at the same time as opposed to having one prospective 
one month, and the other perspective a few months later. 
 
Fred Monroe (Executive Director, Local Government Review Board) 
added that Andy Halloran would be a good possibility for a 
future speaker.   
  
Robert Stegeman (DEC) noted how the perspective of how the Local 
Government interaction and perspective of the APA and its 
involvement with it over the 40 years would be very helpful to 
hear.  The social side of how people are living and working in 
the Park would be good to hear. 
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Frank Mezzano said that every time we say local government we 
should remember that it is not the municipal entity but the 
people of the Park represented by those people.   
 
Ms. Ulrich mentioned that a topic we have not touched on yet is 
water being the current great crisis worldwide.  It would be 
valuable to us to have folks who can speak about it on a bigger 
basis than New York State or the Park.  
 
Mr. Valentino said that we are looking for dual track 
information topics and call them “Foundation Topics”.  And then 
we can move on to informational topics.   
       


