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MINUTES OF THE STATE LAND COMMITTEE MEETING 

Draft Minutes 
State Land Committee    
May 2012 Agency Meeting 
RB:JEC:lhb 
 

May 17, 2012 
 

Committee members in attendance included Agency Chairwoman 
Leilani Ulrich, William Thomas, Designee Robert Stegemann, 
Department of Environmental Conservation, and Richard Booth, 
Committee Chair.  Members Frank Mezzano, Arthur Lussi, Cecil 
Wray and Designees Dierdre Scozzafava, Department of State and 
Jen McCormick, Department of Economic Development joined the 
Committee.  Also participating in the meeting was Executive 
Director Fred Monroe of the Local Government Review Board. Staff 
included Executive Director Terry Martino, Planning Director 
James Connolly, and Senior Natural Resource Planners, Kathy 
Regan and Kevin Prickett. 
 
T
 
he Committee meeting convened at approximately 4:00 p.m.  

Approval of Draft Committee Minutes of April 2012 
 
A motion was made by Committee Chair Booth to approve the draft 
Committee minutes for April.  The motion was seconded by Member 
Thomas.  The draft minutes were unanimously approved.     
 
Deputy Director, Planning Report (J. Connolly) 
 
Mr. Connolly briefly reviewed the April activity report for the 
Planning and State Land divisions that was included in the 
mailing packet sent to the Board.  Mr. Connolly also briefed the 
Board on military flight operations within the Park. 
 
Taylor Pond Wild Forest Complex Unit Management Plan (D. Levy, 
DEC) 
 
Dan Levy of DEC staff presented information on the draft UMP for 
Taylor Pond.  He reviewed the management issues associated with 
the proposed management plan.  He noted the existing fire tower 
within the unit has been rehabilitated.  Committee Chair Booth 
asked if the tower had been refurbished using private funds.  
Mr. Levy responded affirmatively and noted that Department funds 
have also been used in the rehabilitation of the tower.   
 
Mr. Levy reviewed proposed campsite closures and rehabilitation 
of remaining campsites.  Agency Chair Ulrich noted clarification 
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is needed of the proposed management actions for the campsite 
areas for public presentation as the current slide is confusing.   
 
Member Mezzano asked if the snowmobile trail mileage presented 
was originally included in the base mileage that was reviewed 
several years earlier by the Agency.  Mr. Levy responded that 
some of the mileage in this unit was not included as the mileage 
was not believed to be part of Forest Preserve land at that 
time.  Agency Chair Ulrich asked how many miles are involved.  
Mr. Levy responded 6 or 7 miles but would need to look closer at 
the plan to be certain.   
 
Mr. Levy noted that public comments will be accepted on the 
proposed unit management plan until June 22.  A public hearing 
is slated for Thursday, May 24.   
 
Agency Chair Ulrich noted that although Member Craig is absent, 
he would likely ask about maintenance of the view shed and 
encouraged staff to prepare a presentation to address this 
potential concern in a future meeting.   
 
Local Government Review Board Executive Director Monroe noted 
that the State does not pay taxes on lands that are not 
classified as Forest Preserve.  Chris Alberga of DEC staff 
responded that the State does pay taxes on all forest lands 
throughout the State.  Agency Chair Ulrich asked for 
clarification of this for a future meeting.   
 
Member Booth noted the need for statistics of area users for the 
individual units.  He noted the need to add the counties and the 
towns associated with the units as well as the acreage of the 
unit and label any associated maps so that a member of the 
public can more easily understand the location of the unit.  He 
also encouraged that both the Agency and the Department should 
look at areas where State lands can be consolidated so that 
units can be more easily managed.   
 
Member Lussi stated approval of the establishment of an official 
trail at Catamount Mt.  He also noted the need to provide 
labeled maps for public use.  He added the text section on Pok-
o-moonshine was difficult to interpret. He asked how fish counts 
are conducted.  Mr. Levy responded that fisheries staff are 
consulted.  Member Lussi then asked how appropriate water levels 
are determined.  Mr. Levy responded that the dam is monitored by 
staff to determine the appropriate water levels for the area.   
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Designee Stegemann commended Mr. Levy and Department staff for 
their efforts on the Plan.   
 
Old Business 
None 
 
 
New Business 
None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


