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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:    Terry Martino 
 
FROM:  Jim Connolly 
 
DATE:  June 6, 2012 
 
RE:    State Land Committee Agenda 
 
There are two agenda items for the June meeting of the State 
Land Committee.  The first agenda item is a presentation on a 
report titled Visitors Studies for the Forest Preserve completed 
by Chad Dawson on behalf of DEC.  Data was collected between 
December 2008 and August 2011 to develop a profile of current 
visitor characteristics, use patterns and the extent and type of 
visitor use and experiences.  Data was collected for Wild 
Forest, Primitive and Wilderness areas in four separate 
geographic areas of the Park.  The report provides a summary of 
the four studies which were conducted over separate twelve month 
periods.  A copy of the report is attached. 
 
The second agenda item is a presentation by DEC staff on the 
proposed Public Draft Unit Management Plan (UMP) for the Second 
Pond Boat Launch Intensive Use Area.  The UMP proposes 
improvements and modernization for the existing boat launch and 
parking area including: reconstructing the boat launch ramp, 
replacing docks, reconfiguring and resurfacing existing parking, 
and constructing additional parking spaces.  The Second Pond 
Boat Launch is located on NYS Route 3 approximately 3 ½ miles 
from the Village of Saranac Lake and provides the primary access 
point for day use and overnight camping on Lower Saranac Lake & 
Saranac Islands administrative camping area, which is 
administered by DEC’s Division of Operations.  The campsites are 
part of the Saranac Lake Wild Forest for which a separate Unit 
Management Plan is under development.   
 
The UMP also proposes a reclassification to reflect the location 
and management of existing and proposed facilities.  The 
proposed reclassification request involves a reclassification of 
6.8 acres west of the boat launch from Intensive Use to 
Wilderness and a reclassification of 5.6 acres south of the 
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launch from Wilderness to Intensive use, as described in the 
reclassification DSEIS which accompanies the draft UMP. 
Agency staff are requesting the Board to accept the draft 
reclassification EIS for public release and to authorize staff 
to proceed to public hearing on the reclassification.  DEC will 
hold concurrent public meetings to obtain public comments on the 
draft UMP proposals.  Once the public hearing and comment 
process is completed, staff will prepare the final EIS for 
Agency action on the reclassification and concurrent 
determination on State Land Master Plan conformance for the 
proposed Unit Management Plan.  Since the reclassification 
determination is a revision to the Adirondack Park State Land 
Master Plan, the Agency’s recommendation on reclassification 
must by referred to the Governor for final approval prior to 
DEC’s formal adoption of the final Unit Management Plan.  Both 
the draft UMP and draft EIS are attached for Agency Members’ 
reference. 
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