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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:    Terry Martino 
 
FROM:  Jim Connolly & Keith McKeever 
 
DATE:  June 5, 2012 
 
RE:    Presentation on the Development & Evolution of the 

Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
 
In recognition of the completion and submittal of the Adirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan for approval by Governor Rockefeller 
on June 1, 1972, the June Agency meeting will begin with a joint 
State Land and the Public Awareness & Communications Committee 
to discuss the Master Plan’s origins and evolution, as well as 
discussion about current & future management issues for the 
Forest Preserve. 
 
Panelists who have been asked to participate are Peter Paine, 
former member of Governor Rockefeller’s Temporary Study 
Commission on the Adirondacks, primary author of the State Land 
Master Plan and Agency Board member from 1971 to 1995; William 
Kissel, former Agency Counsel and Board member from 1999 to 
2005, during his time on the Agency acting as State Land 
Committee Chair;  Mike DiNunzio an early staff member with the 
Agency in the position of staff ecologist and who later served 
as a consultant with the Nature Conservancy and a program 
director at the Adirondack Council for fifteen years, including 
time as Director of Conservation and Director of Research and 
Education; and Neil Woodworth, Executive Director of the 
Adirondack Mountain Club.  Neil has been Executive Director at 
ADK since 2004 where he also served as Deputy Director and 
Counsel.  Robert K Davies, Director for the Lands and Forests 
Division of the Department of Environmental Conservation will 
also join the panel. 
 
As background material for Agency members reference, the 
following materials have been provided on the CD accompanying 
the Agency mailing: 
 
• The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan – Origins and 

Current Status (1989) – a white paper prepared by Agency 
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staff member Chuck Scrafford for the 21st Century 
Commission on the Future of the Adirondacks, it provides an 
excellent summary of the forces leading to the adoption of 
the Master Plan along with a status report on State Land 
acreage as of 1989. 

 
• Care, Custody and Control Guidelines for the Adirondack 

Forest Preserve, Temporary Study Commission on the Future 
of the Adirondacks (1969), excerpts of Technical  

 Report 1 - this report served as the basis for the 
guidelines and criteria contained in the original Master 
Plan. The text was largely adopted verbatim into the first 
version of the State Land Master Plan, including most of 
the classification recommendations for State Forest 
Preserve lands within the Park. 

 
• A Report on a Proposed Adirondack Mountains National Park 

(1967) – the proposal for a national park in the central 
Adirondacks was met with widespread opposition and became a 
stimulus for Governor Rockefeller’s appointment of the 
Temporary Study Commission.  Accompanying the report is a 
response from the NYS Conservation Department which was 
prepared at the Governor’s request and outlines negative 
impacts to private and public land which would arise from 
the national park proposal.  
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