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Chai rwonman U rich called the neeting to order at 9 a.m

1. Approval of June 14-15, 2012 Draft Agency M nutes

On notion of M. Way, seconded by Ms. MCorm ck, the Agency
unani nously adopted the Draft Agency M nutes of the June 14-15, 2012
meet i ng.

2. Executive Director's Report

Ms. Martino presented a report on staff activities over the past
nmonth and other items of note, including:

- Eurasian waterm | foil managenent by Deer River Flow Association in
Hor seshoe Pond and the Deer River Flow on Forest Preserve | ands;

- API PP outreach including training and eradi cation control nethods
during Invasives Control Wek;

- O osing of $200,000 funding gap by Lake George Park Conmi ssion in
continuing treatnent of Asian Claminfestation;

- APA representation at June 25'" Governor’s Paths Through History
nmeeting in Tupper Lake;

- Executive Director participation in State Scenic Byways Advi sory
Board tel e-conference neeting on July 13;

- Installation of fiberoptic cable to the Agency as part of the
Devel opnment Authority of the North Country plan for a fiberoptic
backbone |inking Gouverneur to Westport;

- Agency participation in weekly neetings of Environnent and Energy
Cluster toward the State’s centralization of Information
Technol ogy servi ces;

- US EPA contractor Steve Langdon to assist Agency with wetl ands
programwork in building a nonitoring framework to address the
i npacts of climte change in wetlands in the Park; follows on | ong
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history at the Agency with 13 federal EPA grants totaling $13
mllion;

- Participants in the afternoon wetland training tour to the Pau
Smth' s College Visitor Interpretive Center are asked to convene
at 1 p.m in the Agency parking lot. The Board wll not reconvene
and no business will be conducted during or after the field trip;

- Agency will be participating in the 6" Annual Common G ound
Al liance neeting in Long Lake on July 18;

- A presentation will occur at the Common G ound neeting by Jim
Her man and Dave Mason with an overview of their work in visioning
a future for the Park that addressed key opportunities such as
sustainability, usability, and the core of a wild | andscape, which
i ncl uded participation by Agency and DEC staff in one of the
sessi ons.

Chai rwoman U rich followed with a brief report of the follow ng:

- Agency Menber Sherman Craig to be the noderator for the Commobn
G ound Alliance nmeeting in July;

- Request for staff to provide a brief program description prior to
the wetlands field trip;

- Qutreach neetings and continui ng di al ogue between the Agency and
NYS Museum regardi ng future updates to the Adirondack Room
exhi bit;

- Participation by herself and Agency Menber Craig in a tour of the
Clifton-Fine area | ed by Supervisor Mark Hall, and appreciation
expressed to DEC Conm ssioner Martens and Regional Directors
Drabi cki and Stegemann for their work in support of the difton-
Fi ne community;

- Chairwoman’ s recent speaki ng engagenent in Cooperstown and
presentation to her of a planning and design nmanual that had been
conpl eted by Ned WAl ker while serving as a consultant to the
Agency.

3. Presentation of United States Fl ag

Ms. Martino presented an Anerican flag in recognition of the
Agency’ s support for staff nmenber M ke Hannon, who has been
stationed with the 702" Expeditionary Airlift Squadron at Kandahar
Airfield in Afghani stan since being deployed in January 2012.

Ms. Martino read aloud the certification that acconpanied the flag,



DRAFT AGENCY M NUTES
July 12, 2012
Page 4

which was flown in the Agency’s honor on June 12, 2012, aboard a
C-27J Spartan aircraft while on a conbat m ssion supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom M. Hannon has been depl oyed several
times since joining the Agency in Novenber 1989. The Agency | ooks
forward to M. Hannon’s return in January 2013.

At the request of Chairwoman U rich, the veterans in attendance,
whi ch included Messrs. Thomas and Val entino, joined Ms. Martino in a
phot o di splaying the flag and certification.

4. Recusal

Chai rwoman U rich announced her recusal fromthe discussion and vote
on Project 2012-21, involving the TOBIE Trail in the Town of Wbb,
Her ki mer County. She noted that M. Booth would serve as Acting
Chair during the full Agency’s deliberation on the project.

5. Motion to Adjourn into Commttees

On notion of M. Way, seconded by M. Stegemann, the Agency
unani nously adjourned into conmttees at 9:33 a.m

The full Agency reconvened at 10:40 a.m to act on Project 2012-21.
Due to her recusal, Chairwoman U rich was absent during the Agency’s
di scussi on and deliberation on the project.

6. Project 2012-21, Town of Wbb

The applicant’s proposal involving the second phase of the TOBIE
Trail in the Town of Wbb, Herkiner County, included a shoreline
structure setback variance to construct a multi-use

pedestri an/ bi cycl e/ cross-country ski bridge over the Mose R ver, as
well as the paving of trail within the railroad corridor and within
50 feet of the Mdose R ver, and involves wetl ands.

On notion of M. Mezzano, seconded by M. Lussi, the Agency voted 8
to 2 in favor of granting the variance and approving the project in
accordance with the draft Variance Permt and Order. (Menbers
Boot h, Lussi, Mezzano, Thonas and Way, DED Desi gnee MCorm ck, DOS
Desi gnee Scozzafava, and DEC Desi gnee Stegemann voted favor; Menbers
Craig and Val entino voted against the notion.) A copy of the
Variance Permt and Order, as approved by the Agency, is attached to
the official mnutes.

Prior to voting, M. Booth stated that while he supported the
overall project, he would have preferred a notion that included an
addi tional condition addressing notorized access.
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The Agency adjourned to conmmittee at 10:45 a.m and then reconvened
at 11:40 a.m to receive the commttee reports.

7. Commi ttee Reports

The Regul atory Prograns and Local Governnent Services Commttees had
no itenms that required further Agency action.

8. | nteri m Reports

The Enforcenent, Adm nistration, Park Ecol ogy, Econom c, Legal, Park
Policy and Pl anning, Public Awareness and Conmuni cations and State
Land conmttees did not neet this nonth. Mnthly activity reports
for several of these commttees were included in the mailing.

a. Economc Affairs Commttee

M. Lussi noted M. Kelleher’s activity in the community, and
commended the overall concerted effort in recent years by Agency
staff and conm ssioners to be nore visible throughout the Park.

b. Par k Ecol ogy Conmittee

In response to an earlier request by Chairwoman Urich, M. Spada
outlined plans for the wetland field trip to the Paul Smth's

Coll ege VIC foll ow ng the Agency neeting. RASS staff Mary O Del
and Mark Rooks will acconpany participants on a wal k al ong the
Boreal Life Trail where they will denonstrate how to recogni ze and
identify wetlands, and delineate their boundaries. Participants

w || observe hardwood dom nated wetl ands, conifer swanps, bog and
fen habitat, energent marsh, as well as sone orchids.

C. Publ i ¢ Awar eness and Communi cati ons/ State Land

On notion of M. Booth, seconded by M. Valentino, the commttees
unani nously approved the draft commttee m nutes of June 14, 2012.

9. Local Governnent Revi ew Board Conmment

Revi ew Board Chairman Geral d Del aney commented on the State Land
Master Pl an panel discussion held in June, and specifically Peter

Pai ne’s comment that the 20,000-acre Dontar |ands were far too steep
for future harvesting. M. Del aney disputed M. Paine’s statenent
and referred to his past discussions with an Adirondack forester who
stated that 6,000 of the 20,000 acres were either too steep, had no
val uabl e tinber, or had wetlands, and therefore not harvested, while
many ot her acres had tractor trailer roads on them and were
harvested in a three-year rotation. M. Delaney also referred to
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Dontar’s past certification for environnmentally friendly harvesting
and sustainable forestry practices. Additionally, an Ecol ogy

prof essor from SUNY Pl attsburgh comrended Dontar for providing the
best access to harvested forest | ands.

10. Menmber Conmment

M. Val entino expressed his appreciation of the Agency’s support of
its staff who are activated in the mlitary. He recalled his past
experiences as a commander for an attack helicopter squadron in

Al bany where certain governnment agencies were not supportive in

t hese situations.

M. Thomas said he | ooked forward to the wetland trai ning session
schedul ed for the afternoon.

M. Booth described his recent trip to the Sierras in California as
a remar kabl e experience. He commented on his visit to Yosemte
Nat i onal Park and commended the Park’ s managenent of thousands of
peopl e on a daily basis throughout the sumer, and their

extraordi nary nanagenent efforts that have spanned decades. M.
Boot h conmpared the current road construction in Ray Brook to
construction at the Sequoia National Park, which involved rebuilding
one |lane of a 2-lane road between a wall and a drop-off of a few
hundred feet. He noted his observation that while California's
Sierras are nost remnarkable and beautiful in their own way, they

| ack greenery and plentiful water, both resources that New York is
incredibly fortunate to have.

M. Lussi expressed his appreciation for a nmeno that had been
provided to the Board on the correct way to plant a tree, and noted
it had been put to practice at the Lake Placid Cub and Resort’s
golf courses. He reported encouraging results to date, barring
residual inpacts fromthe ongoing drought. M. Lussi also referred
to his recent inquiry regarding shoreline cutting restrictions and
commended the Agency for providing practical guidance to | andowners
both at the staff |evel and on the website. M. Lussi said he, too,
was | ooking forward to the wetlands training that afternoon.

M. Stegemann called attention to continuing progress in the Agency
and DEC efforts towards efficiency. The joint effort underscores
the benefits of comruni cati ng between agencies, he said, and could
be applied to conmunications with |ocal government in addressing
vari ance issues. M. Stegermann noted current drought conditions
whi ch have raised the fire danger level. He also noted that DEC
Forest Rangers will be recognized by the Adirondack Council for
rescue activities over the | ast year.
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M. Mezzano said he | ooked forward to Common Ground Alliance forum
next week in Long Lake.

Chai rwoman U rich commented that the Common G ound forum woul d be
groundbreaking in sone ways. For exanple, she pointed out that in

t he book “The Geat Experinent in Conservation,” which was co-edited
by former Agency Chairman Ross Wal ey, the tine line ends with the
creation of Common G ound Alliance, and so the Alliance is in sone
ways witing the next chapter.

Ms. Reynol ds said she was | ooking forward to the wetland field trip
as well as to the Coomon G ound forum next week.

Ms. Martino said she | ooked forward to the wetland tour,
particularly to observe and understand the process staff uses in
maki ng wetl and determ nations. She al so expressed her

di sappoi ntnent with not being able to attend the Comon G ound

Al liance forum next week, for the first tinme since its inception,
due to an inadvertent conflict wwth her son’s attendance at a
technol ogy program She encouraged a simlar type of programin
this region to introduce youth to technol ogy and help them |l ook to
the future in terns of education, training and building their

i nterest.

Chai rwoman U rich said the Conmon G ound event woul d be vi deoed by
an intern and also by PBS as part of a special that is being
produced based on “The G eat Experinment in Conservation.” She
recal l ed Common Ground history and the creation of “Blue Print for
the Blue Line,” for which the primary responsibility belonged to
Agency Executive Director Terry Martino when she was serving as the
Director at ANCA at the tine.

Ms. Martino responded that the Blue Print was the result of a
process involving a teamthat worked together closely.

Chai rwoman U rich then referred to the United States flag
presentation as a highlight of the neeting, and expressed her hope
that the presentation and photo taken with the Executive Director
and veterans Thonas and Valentino with the flag woul d be

conmuni cated to Afghani stan

Chai rwoman U rich said she was anticipating the immnent birth of
her new grandchild. She also wi shed speedy healing to Agency Menber
Craig’s son.
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11. Adj our nnent

The Agency unani nously adjourned at 12:00 p. m

LCU/ TDM dal
Att achment :
Perm t/ Order 2012-21, Town of Webb

Leilani Crafts U rich, Chai rwoman



