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ATTORNEY AT LAW o

Richard Weber

Director of Regulatory Programs

Adirondack Park Agency

P.0 Box 99

Ray Brook, NY 12977

August 8, 2012

Re: Renewal of Agency Permit No# 2005-271R2

Dear Mr. Weber,

I appreciated both your time and your guidance when we spoke earlier this summer
regarding the possible renewal of the permit for an existing meteorological (met)
tower on the property of Barton International. The property is zoned Industrial in
the Town of Johnsburg.

The purpose of the tower is to collect data on weather and wind conditions to
properly evaluate the prospects for a future project proposal for a small wind
turbine facility.

As you know, I represent Adirondack Wind Partners LLC, the permittee for the
previously approved permit. My clients now wish to renew and extend the life of
their permit for an additional two years. There are no changes proposed to the
project. We expect to continue to honor all conditions in the existing permit and
seek no changes other than the expiration date.

This is not the first renewal of this permit.

Unfortunately, the business climate has remained quite uncertain for small wind
farms since the initial renewal of this permit. Both the national economy and the
market price for electricity plummeted soon thereafter, and energy prices have
remained low, affecting the economics of both large and smaller projects.

Since the last renewal, the regulatory environment has also been uncertain. In New
York, the state legislature restored the dormant State Energy Siting Board. The new
board just finalized its regulations a week or so ago. The impact of that process on
energy development in the state is still unclear.
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The political climate in Washington has also been unpredictable. A significant
committee in the US Senate voted just last week to renew a production tax credit
program for new wind turbine facilities but action by the House is unclear. While
President Obama supports the renewal of the program, his opponent in the
upcoming Presidential election, Mitt Romney, has in the past year reversed himself
and now opposes extending tax incentives for wind development.

All of the above make it difficult to predict, with any confidence, the business climate
in the short term. That uncertainty as cited recently in the NY Times, has led to a
“wait and see” attitude from potential developers and financial investors.

While Adirondack Wind Partners had hoped two years ago that a new wind facility
proposal would be imminent in 2012,the economic prospects for any future wind
project at the Barton site may not be clear until well into 2013.

At the same time, our need for up to date and continuous wind data remains. As
discussed extensively in our communication with the Agency two years ago, current
data is highly desirable in the planning and siting of wind turbines facilities. It
makes no sense from a business planning perspective to allow a lapse in data
collection through the expiration of the current permit, only to return to the Agency
next year seeking yet a new permit for the same tower. It is inefficient and wasteful
of the time and resources of all parties.

To our knowledge, there have been no complaints or concerns expressed by the
public since the last renewal of this permit. As previously stated, the project remains
unchanged. A renewal of this permit will not result in any adverse impacts on the
resources of the Adirondack Park.

On behalf of Adirondack Wind Partners, I request staff support for a renewal of this
permit and further request that the matter be placed on the schedule for
consideration as soon as practicable.

Please feel free to contact me at the phone or address below if you have any
questions. My email address is bmelewski@gmail.com.
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Bernard C. Melewski
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