
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
FOR APA GENERAL PERMIT 2012G-1 

SILVICULTURAL TREATMENTS FOR SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY  
IN THE ADIRONDACK PARK 

1. What is a General Permit? 

 General Permits are an application process for certain 
types of land use and development projects.  General 
Permits include a list of criteria that meet APA statutory 
requirements for approval.  Applicants that meet listed 
criteria are eligible for an expedited review.   

2. What types of activities would qualify for proposed General 
Permit 2012G-1 Silvicultural Treatments for Sustainable 
Forestry in the Adirondack Park? 

The General Permit would authorize legitimate sustainable 
forestry practices such as Shelterwood and Seed Tree 
treatments which are science based even-aged management 
tools routinely used by foresters to protect forest 
biodiversity by encouraging regeneration.  In addition, 
when deemed as the best management practice to rehabilitate 
a degraded forest, a true silvicultural clear cut may be 
approved. These sustainable forestry practices would only 
be authorized if they are components in a Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) or Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative (SFI) forest management certification plan. 
Information on these programs can be found at fsc.org and 
http://www.sfiprogram.org/ 

3. Who would be eligible to apply for this general permit? 

Only landowners who have active certification in the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) or Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative (SFI) forest management certification programs 
would be eligible.  Currently inside the Park there are 
nine landowners who maintain active certifications in these 
programs.   

In addition to active certification, eligibility would be 
dependent on: submission of a complete application 
including a full description of the proposal, a detailed 
implementation schedule, maps and photos, and documentation 
showing that the proposed treatment will result in forest 
regeneration.   
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Upon a thorough review of the potential impacts of the 
proposal, the Agency’s Deputy Director for Regulatory 
Programs would be responsible for issuing the final 
determination of eligibility. 

Forest Management plans submitted for consideration under 
the FSC or SFI certification programs must demonstrate 
compliance with the strict standards of the certification 
programs.          

4. What are Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative (SFI) Certifications? 

The FSC and SFI certification programs are internationally 
recognized forest management standards that promote 
sustainable, responsible forest management. These plans 
include extensive environmental safeguards and are 
considered the highest sustainable forestry standards in 
the world.   

5. What is a forest management plan? 

A forest management plan is developed by a landowner with 
the assistance of a qualified forester. The plan identifies 
sustainable forest management objectives and defines 
strategies to achieve these objectives.  Plans contain an 
inventory of forest resources on the property and provide a 
detailed implementation schedule to ensure landowners 
achieve plan objectives. 

Forest management plans include components such as; flora 
and fauna inventories, timber harvesting schedules, habitat 
conservation plans, wildlife connectivity plans, forest 
regeneration plans, natural resource protections and 
promotion of recreational opportunities. 

 6. What are the benefits of FSC and SFI Certifications? 

FSC and SFI certifications ensure landowners will conduct 
sustainable forestry practices that will result in the 
following benefits:   

● Conserve biological diversity and protect species at risk 
● Protect soil and water resources 
● Ensure sustainable harvest levels 
● Ensure reforestation of harvested areas 
● Protect forest lands from deforestation  
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● Protect open space resources 
● Protect and maintenance critical biological areas and 

cultural sites 
● Limit and manage the use of chemicals 

Landowners who obtain FSC and SFI Certifications are making 
long term investments in the forest products industry in 
New York State.  The Forest Products Industry is an 
important component of the Adirondack economy.  In 
addition, there is a demand in the global marketplace for 
forest products originating from certified forests.  
Certification through FSC or SFI provides forest owners 
with access to these markets while ensuring that forest 
practices conducted on the certified lands are sustainable 
and environmentally sound.   

From a regulatory standpoint, incorporating FSC and SFI 
certification programs into the Agency’s review process 
provides an administrative efficiency by eliminating 
redundancy.  Most materials required for a Park Agency 
major permit application are assembled by forest managers 
during the certification process.  The FSC and SFI programs 
provide a substantial preliminary framework for the 
Agency’s review process.  

7. How are FSC and SFI enforced?  

Independent third party auditors review forestry operations 
on certified lands to ensure the rigorous standards of 
these programs are upheld.  Regular reports are compiled 
and must be provided to APA for review.   

8. What will be the role of APA to ensure standards are 
complied with?  

APA will review all reports to ensure compliance with 
FSC/SFI standards and all other general permit conditions.  
APA will conduct site visits to monitor ongoing activities. 
APA will promptly respond to any alleged violations.  

9. What will APA do if a certification is violated?  

APA would immediately open an enforcement case which would 
include the issuances of a stop work order.  APA requires 
landowners to conduct environmental remediation to address 
violations.  APA may also issue a civil penalty.  If 
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violations result in significant environmental damage or 
are repeated, APA would revoke the general permit. 

10. Why does APA feel it is necessary to use a General Permit 
for Sustainable Forestry practices?  

This general permit is a step in the right direction to 
address shortcomings with APA’s current definition and 
subsequent jurisdiction for clearcuts. Currently, clearcuts 
of under 25 acres are already taking place outside the 
jurisdiction of APA.  This often results in landowners 
undertaking multiple, poorly managed clearcuts to avoid APA 
oversight. In addition, science based sustainable forestry 
practices such as Shelterwood and Seed Tree treatments 
trigger APA jurisdiction for a clearcut permit even though 
these practices encourage healthy regeneration of forests 
and are not considered clearcuts by scientific definition.   

Until such time as changes to regulations can be made, this 
general permit would encourage landowners to obtain 
certification through the FSC and SFI programs which are 
the highest forestry standards in the world.  This will 
result in healthier forests and longer term investments in 
the region’s forest product industry. 

The General Permit also provides an expedited review 
process for landowners who qualify.  This gives landowners 
a greater sense of predictability related to review time 
and approval.  It will greatly improve a landowner’s 
flexibility to rapidly response to weather events (ice 
storms, blow downs) or environmental factors such as 
invasive species which may suddenly degrade a forest stand.   

11. Would authorized forestry treatments under this general 
permit have to be completed in a defined time period?  

Yes.  A complete General Permit application requires a 
detailed schedule of implementation for the proposed 
treatment.  Any deviation from an approved implementation 
schedule would require additional Agency review.  

Any approval under the General Permit would be limited to 
the specific proposal described in the application.  Any 
additional treatments would require additional Agency 
review and approval.  This is not an open-ended permit for 
all forestry activities on a project site. 
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In addition, General Permit 2012G-1 will have a three year 
timeframe during which APA will continue to work with all 
stakeholders to determine the best regulatory solutions for 
forest management inside the Adirondack Park.   

12. How large of an area would a landowner be allowed to 
clearcut if issued this general permit?  

The FSC and SFI certification programs both maintain 
restrictions on allowable forest opening sizes as part of 
the approved forest management plan.   

The FSC program has a detailed standard for opening sizes 
following harvests, requiring that the harvest is 
consistent with the natural disturbance history in the area 
the treatment is proposed, and that natural re-vegetation 
is assured. 

The SFI program requires that the average opening size 
following a treatment is less than 120 acres, and requires 
prompt re-vegetation of the cleared area to reduce 
aesthetic impacts.   

Neither of these standards is conducive to large scale, 
unrestricted clearcuts.  The certification programs require 
sustainability of harvests and management that is 
consistent with natural disturbances present in healthy 
forests.  Intensive clearcuts over large acreages would not 
be supported by these standards.  

13. Will the public be given an opportunity to review and 
comment on all applications submitted under General Permit 
2012G-1?  

Yes.  APA will post public notice on the Agency website  
Public Input page.  APA would accept public comments 
regarding the proposal and consider these comments when 
determining if the proposed project meets the eligibility 
requirements.  

14. What is the purpose of the three year timeframe?  

APA will evaluate the use of this general permit and the 
activities it authorizes and report to the Board during 
this implementation period.   Additionally, APA will work 
with stakeholders during the three year time frame to 
identify possible revisions to its existing regulations 
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that will promote sustainable forestry practices inside the 
Adirondack Park.  At the end of the three year time period, 
APA will recommend solutions to best administer forestry 
management. 

15. Why will non-FSC/SFI properties be unable to participate?  

Adherence to the FSC/SFI standards, as indicated by a 
current certification, provides a substantial preliminary 
framework for the Agency to make the permitting findings 
required by the APA Act.  Other certification programs have 
not yet proven to offer the same consistent high level of 
review and monitoring.   

16. Will this impact forest preserve or other State lands?  

No.  This General Permit will only apply to the privately 
held lands inside the Adirondack Park.   


