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What is the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission?
• The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, or 

FERC, is an independent agency that regulates the 
interstate transmission of  electricity, natural gas, 
and oil

• Headquarters is in Washington, DC with field 
offices in New York, Atlanta, Chicago, 
Portland, and San Francisco

• Five commission members, appointed by the 
President and confirmed by the Senate (5-year 
terms)

• Supported by 13 offices 1,500 employees                                             
of  varied and diverse disciplines



What does FERC regulate?
• Hydroelectric Industry

• Licensing of  non-federal hydroelectric projects
• Oversee related environmental matters
• Inspect non-federal hydropower projects for 

safety issues

• Other Industries
• Oil Pipeline Industry – 

• Interstate transportation rates and services of  
crude oil and petroleum products

• Electric Power Industry
• Interstate transmission rates & services
• Wholesale energy rates & services
• Corporate transactions, mergers, securities 

issued by public utilities
• Protect/improve grid 

reliability/security/compliance



Regions - Division of  
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Upcoming Hydro Relicensing Applications
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Current/Upcoming Hydro Relicensing Applications

Denotes upcoming relicensing
* Moose River Project (not labeled) 
is located near the Lyonsdale Project.



Three Hydro Licensing Processes

Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) Traditional Licensing Process (TLP) Alternative Licensing Process (ALP)

Default process Available upon request and FERC 
approval

Available upon request and FERC 
approval

Projects with complex issues and study 
needs; FERC oversight in pre-filing

Projects with less complex issues and 
study needs; limited FERC oversight in 

pre-filing

Projects that effectively promote a self-
driven collaborative pre-filing process; 

some FERC involvement

Predictable scheduling in both pre-filing 
and post-filing stages; FERC-approved 

study plan

Paper-driven process; few set 
timeframes

Collaboratively-determined schedule in 
pre-filing stage

Post-filing elements of each process are very similar



Hydropower Licensing – players and processes

Administration and Compliance

Applicants/
Licensees

Resource Agencies
Tribes

Local Stakeholders

Non-Governmental Organizations

• The licensing process (5 years) includes:
• Pre-filing (3 years)

• Consultation/stakeholder input
• Issue identification
• Study development/execution
• License application/development

• Post-filing (2 years)
• Public Scoping
• Preparation of  environmental documents 

(EA/EIS) 
• Public comments/responses
• License development/compliance



Laws and Regulations

C
W

A
C

ZM
A

N
H

PA
EF

H
ES

A
M

M
PA

N
EP

A
FP

A Licensing

Many players with varying goals
Shared decision making (mandatory conditions)

Study/information needs
Public resource that serves multiple uses



Basic Licensing Steps – Pre-filing (3 years)

Consultation

Notice of  Intent/
Pre-Application Document

Information 
GatheringIssue Identification



Basic Licensing Steps – Post-filing (2 years)

Final Application

NEPA Document
(EA/EIS)

Final Application

ScopingComments Commission 
Order



Typical Environmental Concerns 
Analyzed Under NEPA

Cultural/Envi. Justice

RecreationTerrestrial/ESAFisheries

Water Quality Aesthetics



FPA Requires:

EnergyWater Supply

Flood Control

Irrigation

Navigation

• Equal Consideration – section 4e
• Equal consideration of  environmental and 

developmental values
• Comprehensive Development – section 10a

• License a project that best serves public interest 
(comprehensive use)



Tips for Getting and Staying Involved
• START EARLY!
• Stay Informed
• Participate in Pre-filing

• Review filings and file documents
• Participate in meetings, study development, and 

working groups
• Participate in Post-filing

• Review application
• Review NEPA document
• File comments and recommendations



FERC’s Electronic Systems

• eLibrary
• eRegister
• eFiling
• eSubscription
• eService
• eComment

https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview 

All services are free and available 
via any internet connection (no 

installation required)

https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview


Web Resources – www.FERC.gov

Hydropower Page
(https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/hydropower)

Overview of  licensing, compliance, and dam safety programs.

https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/hydropower


Web Resources – www.FERC.gov
Office of  Public Participation

(https://www.ferc.gov/OPP)

Watch FERC WorkshOPP:  Tips for Powerful Comments:
https://www.youtube.com/live/P12Y7FeUcJw?feature=share 

https://www.ferc.gov/OPP
https://www.youtube.com/live/P12Y7FeUcJw?feature=share
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What is the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission?

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, or FERC, is an independent agency that regulates the interstate transmission of electricity, natural gas, and oil

Headquarters is in Washington, DC with field offices in New York, Atlanta, Chicago, Portland, and San Francisco

Five commission members, appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate (5-year terms)

Supported by 13 offices 1,500 employees                                             of varied and diverse disciplines
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What does FERC regulate?

Hydroelectric Industry

Licensing of non-federal hydroelectric projects

Oversee related environmental matters

Inspect non-federal hydropower projects for safety issues

Other Industries

Oil Pipeline Industry – 

Interstate transportation rates and services of crude oil and petroleum products

Electric Power Industry

Interstate transmission rates & services

Wholesale energy rates & services

Corporate transactions, mergers, securities issued by public utilities

Protect/improve grid reliability/security/compliance
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Upcoming Hydro Relicensing Applications
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Applications	

2023	2024	2025	2026	2027	2028	2029	2030	2031	2032	2033	2034	2035	21	36	27	17	20	15	19	32	45	48	54	48	66	Fiscal  Year
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Current/Upcoming Hydro Relicensing Applications



































































Denotes upcoming relicensing

* Moose River Project (not labeled) is located near the Lyonsdale Project.
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Three Hydro Licensing Processes

		Integrated Licensing Process (ILP)		Traditional Licensing Process (TLP)		Alternative Licensing Process (ALP)

		Default process		Available upon request and FERC approval		Available upon request and FERC approval

		Projects with complex issues and study needs; FERC oversight in pre-filing		Projects with less complex issues and study needs; limited FERC oversight in pre-filing		Projects that effectively promote a self-driven collaborative pre-filing process; some FERC involvement

		Predictable scheduling in both pre-filing and post-filing stages; FERC-approved study plan		Paper-driven process; few set timeframes		Collaboratively-determined schedule in pre-filing stage

		Post-filing elements of each process are very similar				
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Hydropower Licensing – players and processes





Administration and Compliance

Applicants/

Licensees

Resource Agencies

Tribes

Local Stakeholders

Non-Governmental Organizations

Licensing

Dam Safety

The licensing process (5 years) includes:

Pre-filing (3 years)

Consultation/stakeholder input

Issue identification

Study development/execution

License application/development



Post-filing (2 years)

Public Scoping

Preparation of environmental documents (EA/EIS) 

Public comments/responses

License development/compliance









































































8



Laws and Regulations
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ESA

MMPA

NEPA

FPA

Licensing

Many players with varying goals

Shared decision making (mandatory conditions)

Study/information needs

Public resource that serves multiple uses
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Basic Licensing Steps – Pre-filing (3 years)



Consultation



Notice of Intent/

Pre-Application Document







Information Gathering



Issue Identification

































































Stakeholder Input

Stakeholder Input

Stakeholder Input
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Basic Licensing Steps – Post-filing (2 years)

Final Application





NEPA Document

(EA/EIS)



































































Final Application



Scoping



Comments



Commission Order

Stakeholder Input





Stakeholder Input

Stakeholder Input
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Typical Environmental Concerns Analyzed Under NEPA









Cultural/Envi. Justice

Recreation

Terrestrial/ESA







Fisheries

Water Quality

Aesthetics
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FPA Requires:











Energy

Water Supply

Flood Control

Irrigation

Navigation

Equal Consideration – section 4e

Equal consideration of environmental and developmental values

Comprehensive Development – section 10a

License a project that best serves public interest (comprehensive use)
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Tips for Getting and Staying Involved

START EARLY!

Stay Informed

Participate in Pre-filing

Review filings and file documents

Participate in meetings, study development, and working groups

Participate in Post-filing

Review application

Review NEPA document

File comments and recommendations
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FERC’s Electronic Systems

eLibrary

eRegister

eFiling

eSubscription

eService

eComment



https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview 

All services are free and available via any internet connection (no installation required)
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Web Resources – www.FERC.gov

Hydropower Page

(https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/hydropower)

Overview of licensing, compliance, and dam safety programs.
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Web Resources – www.FERC.gov

Office of Public Participation

(https://www.ferc.gov/OPP)



































































Watch FERC WorkshOPP:  Tips for Powerful Comments:

https://www.youtube.com/live/P12Y7FeUcJw?feature=share 
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Microsoft_Excel_Worksheet.xlsx

Sheet1


			Relicense Applications Due


									Application			NOI


						Fiscal Year			Applications			NOI/PADs


						2021			34


						2022			54


						2023			21			17


						2024			36			20


						2025			27			15


						2026			17			19


						2027			20			32


						2028			15			45


						2029			19			48


						2030			32			54


						2031			45			48


						2032			48			66


						2033			54			32


						2034			48


						2035			66
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