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Chai rwoman Urich called the neeting to order at 9:03 a.m  She
referred to the ongoing situation involving the Herkiner County
shooti ngs, and expressed condol ences to the famlies and agencies
t hat have been affected.

The Chai rworman al so noted the birth of Elliot Thonmas Zi emann, born
on March 6'" to Aaron Ziemann of Agency staff and his wife, Kerri.

1. Approval of February 14, 2013 Draft Agency M nutes

On notion of M. Booth, seconded by M. Thomas, the Agency
unani nously adopted the Draft Agency Meeting M nutes of February 14,
2013.

2. Executive Director's Report

Ms. Martino reported on the following itenms of note:

e The Agency’s 2012 Annual Report has been distributed to Adirondack
Park | egislators and the Governor.

e Agency staff participated in the Northern Adirondack Code
Enforcenment O ficers Training held March 4-7 in Lake Pl acid.
Staff nmet with 98 code enforcenent officers from 27 towns and
villages and 8 surrounding municipalities in the Park.

e Thanks to David G bson and Dan Plum ey from Adi rondack Wld for
provi ding the Agency with copies of Intensive Tinber Harvest in
Private Adirondack Forests, which are the proceedings of a
conference convened in 1980 by forner Agency Chairman Ted Ruzow.
The proceedings are an inportant docunent in the Agency’s
institutional history and provide a val uabl e overvi ew of the
forest industry froma historic context, including the concerns
about “clearcutting” and the use of nechani zed equi pnent and
her bi ci des, the grow ng awareness of acid rain inpacts, real
estate tax assessnents on private forest |ands, and the inpacts of
the energy crisis on wood supply. The proceedi ngs and foll ow up
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recomendations are a reflection of the thoroughness of the
anal ysis of the industry. The discussion from 33 years ago
resonates today, how the region’s forestlands have been the
backdrop to di scussi ons about open space preservation,
recreational use, and the role and work of the forest products
i ndustry.

There have been nunmerous other reports since then, including the
21" Century Report, the Northern Forest Lands Council report and
the 10 year anniversary report of the Northern Forest Lands
Council, as well as the Northern Forest Center’s Strategic Econony
Initiative, nunerous task forces, strategic reports in 1991 and
1997 on primary and secondary wood processing, the State of the
Forest report, and International Year of the Forest in 2011

M. Stegemann noted that the Northern Forest Lands Report was
preceded by the Northern Forest Lands Study, which began in 1988,
and had intensive public involvenent. Stakehol ders included four
del egates from each state (Miine, New Hanpshire, New York and
Vernont) representing the | andowner, state environnental
conservation agency, |ocal governnment, and environmental

organi zation, and a USDA Forest Service representative.

In the 33 years since the Intensive Tinber Harvest proceedings,
the Park has seen the advances of invasive species, new ownership
and managenent patterns in TIMJ s, the |oss of paper and pulp
conpani es, the increase of cogeneration facilities and interest in
bi of uel s, the energence of certification standards to ensure
sust ai nabl e harvest managenent, and interest by the public in the
purchase of certified, sustainable products.

Additionally, the Agency heard a presentation at the February 2013
nmeeting fromthe Saranac Lake Central School District on their

bi omass unit, and on March 18 Agency staff will participate in a
tour at SUNY-ESF of their biomass unit, simlar to what the Agency
is considering in partnership with DEC and the State Police.

Chai rwoman U rich noted her approval that nore progress had been
made in this effort, and she commented that the Agency should help
| ead the way in building the market.

Ms. Martino then referred to the neeting agenda which features a
presentation on sustainable forestry managenment and forest

certification by SUNY-ESF Professor René Gernmain, and a report on
the state of the forest by Rob Davies, State Forester at NYS DEC

In addition to being provided copies of the material on the 1980
proceedi ngs and the current neeting discussion topics, the Agency
has al so been provided copies of three articles fromthe book,
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The Great Experinent in Conservation: Voices fromthe Adirondack
Par k, entitled “Upl and Forests of the Adirondacks” by Charles
Canham “A Perspective fromthe Forest-Products |Industry” by Roger
Dzi engel eski; and “Forestry in the Adirondacks — An Economny Built
on a Handful of Species” by WIlliam Porter. The Agency extends a
t hank you to Syracuse University Press for allow ng distribution
of these excerpts.

Rel ative to the ongoi ng di scussions on the draft sustai nable
forestry general permt, an Amended Negative Decl aration was
publ i shed in the March 13 Environnmental Notice Bulletin which
stated the Agency’s determ nation that the adoption of the general
permt by itself would not have an adverse inpact on the
environnment. The Anmended Negative Declaration contains the sane
concl usions as the previous docunent, but includes the additional
information presented to the Agency |l ast nonth and addresses the
coments that Agency staff had overl ooked significant factors as
t hey were devel oping the general permt. Agency executive staff
are convinced the staff’s work was thorough and foll owed through
on the additions in the Anended Negative Declaration to

i ncorporate information gai ned fromthe public conmrent period,
exi sting staff analysis and project review. The anended copy
allows for a new comment period through April 11, and gives the
Agency the continued opportunity to focus on the substance of
nodern forestry nmanagenent practices as it considers next steps.

Chai rwoman U rich noted this as an opportunity for dial ogue that
w il informthe Agency and the public, as well as an opportunity
to have a thorough and in-depth | ook at what is happening to the
forests. She expressed her appreciation for the wealth of
information that has been provided to the Agency to date, and she
commended everyone who had provi ded conment.

e The Agency’s departnental bill, which allows the transfer of
devel opnment rights, has been posted to the Agency website al ong
wi th questions and answers. Staff are planning a presentation on
the bill at the April Agency neeting. The bill, whichis a
carryover from past years, will allow the transfer of devel opnment
rights fromlands classified fromnore restrictive to | ess
restrictive within the sane nunicipality. It will also require
the filing of the permit at a tine prior to the work proceeding
rather than within a 60-day tinme period.

Counsel Townsend noted the bill is awaiting sponsorship within the
Legi sl ature.
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e Edward Sni zek has been appointed to the position of Supervisor,
Nat ural Resource Analysis in the RASS Division, effective March
14. M. Snizek joined the Agency in 2001 as an Environnental
Program Specialist in the Enforcenent Division. He was pronoted
in 2004 to Associ ate Adirondack Park Project Analyst, Freshwater
Resources, in the RASS Division. Prior to comng to the Agency,
M. Snizek was the Director of Environnental Health at the Cinton
County Department of Public Health for over 10 years. M. Snizek
has a Master’s degree in Freshwater Ecol ogy from DePauw Uni versity
and a Bachel or’s of Science in Biology fromd d Dom nion
Uni versity.

Chai rwoman U rich and Ms. Martino commended the retirenent
celebration recently held for Dan Spada at the WIld Center in Tupper
Lake. They thanked Kathy Regan for organizing the event.

3. Recusal s

M. Monroe noted his recusal fromparticipation in the discussion of
Project 2012-219, Town of Chester.

4. Adj our nnent

On notion of M. Thomas, seconded by M. Stegemann, the Agency
adjourned to commttees at 9:30 a. m
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Chai rwoman Urich called the neeting to order at 10:05 a.m  She
called attention back to the shootings in Herkiner County that took
the Iives of four people and a canine officer, and wounded two, and
announced a conmmunity benefit for the victins of the shootings and
their famlies is being organized for March 24 at the Anmerican
Legion hall in Mhawk.
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1. Community Spotlight — Town of Day, Saratoga County

Mary Ann Johnson, Supervisor of the Town of Day, was the featured
Communi ty Spotlight speaker. She was assisted in her presentation
by other town officials including Kenneth Metzl er, Code Enforcenent
O ficer; Dave Davidson, Zoning Board Chairman; Ted Mrczak, Planning
Board Vice Chairman; and David Cox, Planning Board Chairman. A copy
of their PowerPoint presentation is attached to the official mnutes
on file at the Agency.

Supervi sor Johnson pronounced the Town of Day’s vision of its
future:

“The vision of the future of the Town of Day is grounded
in the past, and in the present. Sinply put, 20 years
fromnow, the Town of Day should | ook and feel as it does
now — rural, rustic, quiet and unspoiled with wods and

| ake and nountain views.”

She then presented a phot ographic overview of the town froma

hi storical perspective and as it exists today. A significant
historical event in the town was the construction of the
Conklingville Damon the Sacandaga River in 1930, which involved the
taki ng of 30,000 acres of |and and brought about the creation of the
Hudson Ri ver-Black River Regulating District (HRRBRRD). Prior to
that event, the town was a vibrant farm ng and | unbering community
with a larger population that in its present day.

M. Metzler reviewed a | and use and devel opnent tinme |ine, which
started in 1971 when the Town Board net to discuss formation of a
Pl anni ng Board and ended in 2012 when it adopted a revised
Subdi vi si on Law and Zoni ng O di nance.

M. Cox described the Town’ s viewshed protection |aw which was
established to protect the viewshed of the nountainside and
shoreline areas. He discussed the creation of an overlay district,
site plan review process and clear cutting restrictions on
commercial logging and residential tree cutting. M. Cox referred
to the Agency’s draft silvicultural general permt and urged the
Agency to not make it easier for |loggers and individuals to clear
cut within viewsheds and other critical environnental areas

t hr oughout the Park.

M. Mrczak discussed the Town’ s Conprehensive Plan, which was
originally adopted in 1983 and revised in 2010. The two-year
process involved conmttee neetings, public presentations, workshops
and a conprehensive nmail survey which saw an i npressive 51% return
in favor of changing nothing. The Town al so appointed a Local Law
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Revi ew Comm ttee, which led to the adoption in 2012 of revisions to
t he Subdi vi si on Law and Zoni ng Ordi nance.

M . Davi dson di scussed sonme of the challenges facing the Town of Day
i ncl udi ng popul ation and infrastructure, geography, town governance
resources, ability to work proactively with APA, DEC and HR- BRRD and
i npacts of DEC and APA actions, status of |ands around G eat
Sacandaga Lake (i.e., stakeholders and role of APA, DEC and HR-
BRRD), and activation of existing telecomrunications towers.

The Supervisor and town officials responded to questions concerning
visibility of the cell tower, the HR BRRD “taking Iine” and
permtting of docks, interaction with DEC, school district(s),
recreational opportunities, interconnectivity with the Forest
Preserve, and conservation easenent | ands.

The Town was encouraged to submt their coments and concerns
regarding the draft silvicultural general permt and any other
matter before the Agency.

Chai rwonman U rich conmended the Supervisor and town officials on the
Spotlight presentation. She noted in particular her appreciation
for the historical aspect, which added val uabl e perspective and
context. The Chairwoman then presented Supervisor Johnston with a
certificate of appreciation.

The Agency tenporarily adjourned to commttee at 11:15 a.m, and
then reconvened at 11:45 a.m to receive and act on the
recommendati ons of the comm ttees.

2. Committee Reports

a. Regul atory Prograns Conmittee

(1) 2012-219, Town of Chester

The project involves the application of Renovate to a portion of
Loon Lake in the Town of Chester, Warren County, for the control of
Eurasian waterm | foil.

On notion of M. Mezzano, seconded by M. Lussi, the Agency

unani nously approved the project. It was also noted by M. Booth,
and confirnmed by Chairworman U rich, that authority to revise the
draft permt in response to the Adirondack Council’s March 12, 2013
letter would be delegated to the Executive Director, in consultation
with Counsel. A copy of the permt, as approved by the Agency, is
attached to the official mnutes on file at the Agency.
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(2) 2013-11, The Arts Guild of dd Forge, |nc.

The project involves the construction of a boardwal k i nvol vi ng
wetl ands in the Town of Webb, Herkiner County.

On notion of M. Mezzano, seconded by Ms. Scozzafava, the Agency
unani nously approved the project. A copy of the permt, as approved
by the Agency, is attached to the official mnutes on file at the
Agency.

b. Economic Affairs Commttee

M. Lussi reported the Commttee heard a presentation by Sarah Reed
of the WIdlife Conservation Society on conservation devel opnent
projects, primarily in the western US, and how they can serve as a
nmodel to reflect on and possibly use in community planning projects
in the Park.

He also called attention to a recent editorial in the Valley News
whi ch recogni zed econom ¢ specialist Dan Kell eher for his assistance
to the Town of Indian Lake in their effort to attract a grocery
store to their community.

C. State Land Conmm ttee

M. Booth noted a staff presentation on the classification process
and revisions to the State Land Master Pl an.

3. I nteri m Reports

The Admi nistration, Legal Affairs, Local Governnent Services, and
Publ i c Awar eness and Comuni cations conmittees did not nmeet this
nonth. Monthly reports for sone of these conmttees were included
in the mailing.

a. Local Governnent Services Committee

M. Thomas reported that a neeting was held that norning of the

pl anning committee for the 16'" Annual Adirondack Park Loca
Government Conference. Plans are noving ahead for the conference,
which is scheduled for April 24-25 in Lake Placid. Agency Menbers
who plan to attend the conference were asked to submt their

conpl eted registration fornms prior to |eaving.
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4. Publ i ¢ Comment

Ed Giesner, president of the Loon Lake Park District, expressed
appreciation for the Agency’'s approval of the permt. He also spoke
about the threat of invasives to water bodies in the Park, and the
primary m ssion of all |ake associations to protect their | akes and
keep them clean and safe for all to use.

Wl liam Ki ssel, Lake Placid resident and forner Agency Menber,
commended the Agency for its choice of Jim Townsend as the new
Counsel. He spoke of M. Townsend s unique qualifications and his
depth of knowl edge in all areas of the Agency’s work, particularly
regarding State |and issues. M. Kissel also comended staff’s
presentation on the State Land Master Plan classification and

revi sion process, and noted the inportant classification decisions
that |ie ahead for the Agency.

5. Local Governnent Revi ew Board Conment

On behalf of the Local Government Review Board, Chairman Cerald
Del aney appl auded t he Agency’s approval of Project 2012-219 and
authorizing the treatnent of Loon Lake in the Town of Chester with
Renovate to control Eurasian waterm/|foil.

6. Menmber Conmment

Messrs. Hooker, Thomas and Way expressed their individual
appreciation for the forestry presentati ons, the Town of Day
Community Spotlight, and the State Land Master Plan presentation.

M. Mezzano al so coomended the forest managenent presentations, and
particularly the discussion of the forest certification process. He
referred to the Town of Day presentation and pointed out sone
apparent m sunderstanding on the Town’s part about the Agency’s
draft silvicultural general permt and its intent. He expressed
hope for a better understanding of the matter before it conmes back
to the Agency. M. Mezzano al so congratulated JIF staff on

achi eving a 10-day average response tinme for jurisdictional
inquiries.

M. Stegemann comrented on the forestry managenent presentations and
their great value to inforned Agency decision making. He was al so
appreci ative of the update on the Finch classification process.

M. Lussi concurred with his coll eagues about the forestry
presentations, and noted he was inpressed particularly with

Prof essor René Germai n’s hands-on experience and academ c
credentials. He also commended the historical reports on intensive
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ti mber harvesting and clear cutting in the Park as well as the
excerpts from The Geat Experinent in Conservation. M. Lussi
observed the val ue of |earning about the experiences of regions
outside the Park through presentations |ike Sarah Reed’s.

M. Craig expressed thanks to Agency staff and particularly DEC
staff, as well as staff at APIPP and Wl dlife Conservation Society
for helping himto prepare for an upcom ng Skype session with his
granddaught er and her fourth grade cl assnmates who are researching
i nvasi ve speci es.

M. Booth remarked on the Town of Day’'s enthusiasmand their
appreciation for the town’s history. He then referred to the

hi storical reports on tinber harvesting and clearcutting that led to
the clearcutting rules which are now subject of the Agency’s
continuing di scussions. He noted that at that tine there were
substanti al comuni cati ons between the Agency and the forest
products industry, and that the record would al so show that the
resulting regulations were nmuch less intrusive into the industry

t han some were recommending at the tine.

M. Townsend acknow edged the positive comment regarding his

appoi ntnent to the Counsel position. He also said he |ooked forward
to working with Ed Snizek in his new position as Supervisor, Natural
Resource Anal ysi s.

Ms. Martino referred to the historical reports and excerpts rel ated
to clear cutting and tinber harvesting, and to the inportance of

| ooking at the historical perspective and hearing fromexperts in
the field. She encouraged Agency Menbers to read the material in
preparation for future discussion. She conmended the presenters on
forest managenent, certification, conservation easenents, and Agency
jurisdiction and review. She also conmended the presentation on
revisions to and classification criteria of the State Land Master
Plan as the Agency deals with the Finch lands in the com ng nonths
and years. She thanked the Town of Chester and the Loon Lake
Association for their thorough work which allowed staff to process
and review the project efficiently and expeditiously.

Chai rwoman U rich thanked the Executive Director and the staff for
presenting a wealth of information for the Agency’s consi deration.
She al so expressed her appreciation to M. Kelleher and Agency
Menber Craig for their ongoing involvenment with the J&L site
remedi ati on di scussions. She also noted she woul d be providing an
interview to the Legislative Gazette next week about the Agency and
its responsibilities inside the Park.
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7. Adj our nrent

The Agency unani nously adjourned at 4:45 p.m

LCU TDM dal

At tachnent s:

Power poi nt - Conmunity Spotlight: Town of Day
Permt 2012-219, Town of Chester

Permt 2013-11, The Arts Guild of AOd Forge, Inc.

Leilani Crafts Urich, Chairwonan



