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Subject:

tabbynmystic@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Sara Ottaviano
<tabbynmystic@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 2:37 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Sara Ottaviano
4 Van Wagner Rd
Highland, NY 12528-1714
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Subject:

Tabitha Tice <ta13tice@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 7:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tabitha Tice
Burlington, VT 05401
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Tad Welch <tadwelch@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 9:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tad Welch
85 Youngs Road
Merrill, NY 12955
336-389-9716
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tadd Rollins <tadd_rollins@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 9:55 PM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tadd Rollins
3441 Crowhill Rd
Bouckville , NY 13310
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Taidgh <taidgh@riseup.net>
Monday, December 19, 2016 2:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Please preserve the wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to give my opinion on the classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract and adjacent lands
of the southern High Peaks.
I am strongly in favor of classifying these lands as Wilderness. Specifically, I want the state to expand the
Wilderness designation to protect about two-thirds of the sensitive High Peaks land in the 20,500-acre Boreas
tract.
Most importantly, I would like to see a one-mile Wilderness buffer zone to the south of Boreas Pond, for the
protection of this pristine Pond. None of the four proposed plans go far enough to accomplish this, yet this buffer
zone is critically important.
Wilderness is a vet special thing and unfortunately there's not much left. I come to the Adirondacks to enjoy it, as
do many, many others. This land must be kept wild! It will benefit everyone [including business in the surrounding
communities]. Please keep these lands as true Wilderness.
Thank you,Taidgh
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Taimur Ahmad <tahmad@princeton.edu>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:46 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Taimur Ahmad
201 W. 107th St. Apt. 11
New York, NY 10025
6465158982
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: tald8ker@yahoo.com
realname: Tal Daiker
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 171 Daikers Cir.
city: Old Forge
State: NY
zipcode: 13420
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
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Talia Lewis <tjmlewis@stny.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 11:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Talia Lewis
12 Londonderry Lane
Owego, NY 13827

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Talia Mobley <talieve@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:16 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Talia Mobley
61 Webb Ave
Patchogue, NY 11772
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tamara Tershakovec <shynkamail@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tamara Tershakovec
132 Lake Drive South
New Fairfield, CT 06812

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tamara Wilm <tamarawilm@gmail.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 3:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tamara Wilm
164 Bay Ridge Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11209

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tami Moats <tmoats3@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 11:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tami Moats
Santa Rose Beach , FL 32459

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tami Palacky <tpalacky@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 2:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Tami Palacky
8005 bethelen woods lane
Springfield, VA 22153
7033823248

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tamia Dame <tamia.dame97@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 8:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tamia Dame
Asheville, NC 28803

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tammy Catherman <Cathermans@roadrunner.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tammy Catherman
7399 CR 89
Bath, NY 14810
607-569-3453

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tammy Ronas‐Slate <Tronasslate@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 4:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one‐mile buffer will provide
opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the remoteness of an expanded
High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Tammy Ronas‐Slate
19 Old Rt. 11
Canton, NY 13617
3154085273

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tania Cambridge <cambritd@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 10:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds, Macintyre Tracts, and other parcels

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA,
As pointed out by many, the stamp of man on the Boreas Ponds tract is undeniable. Even if left to mother nature, the culverts may
wash out but would still be present. The pond that everybody enthuses about would still have a dam. It would also be a shame to
have the old log cabin torn down for being "non-conforming".
The infrastructure and improvements exist, therefore I believe that the public should be able to use them. Instead of hacking down
forest to clear recreational trails elsewhere, why not allow people to use these existing roads? Preservationists complain about
overcrowding, but if more land is available, we can all spread out a little. Preservationists also claim overcrowding causes
destruction, but with proper management this land could be a huge economic boost for one of the most depressed counties on the
east coast. I do not have statistics or data, but my guess is that snowmobilers, equestrians, and fishermen/anglers spend more
money in local communities while recreating than other user groups. If the community connector trail was developed between
North Hudson and Newcomb, existing businesses would see more revenue, and other start ups may form. I advocate for
Alternative 1, as I highly enjoy other existing wild forests and am pro-recreation. I also feel that it would be in the best interests of
the general public and surrounding communities for both the MacIntyre East tract and the MacIntyre West tracts to also be
classified as wild forest, and hopefully a really good UMP can be designed to allow as much recreation as possible, while still
protecting these assets. The preservationists argue that these tracts should be wilderness because you cannot create more
"wilderness", and this is true, especially when starting with a tract of land that is not wilderness at the onset. I believe the Casey
Brook Tract should be classified as wilderness, because in any of the Boreas Ponds alternatives, this parcel would be wedged
between wilderness from the Boreas Pond tract and Dix Wilderness.
In regards to other parcels, I believe it makes sense for:
The 2 parcels on the Saranac River to be classified as wild forest and added to the Taylor Pond Wild Forest,
For Marcy Field and Belfry Mountain Fire Tower to be classified as wild forest and added to Hammond Pond Wild Forest,
For as much of the 246 acre parcel near Marcy Field to be classified as wild forest as possible,
Peninsula Trails to be classified as wild forest and added to Saranac Lake Wild Forest,
and for the Hudson River Hyslop parcel to be classified as wild forest and added to Vanderwhacker Wild Forest.
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,
Tania Cambridge
315-486-5523
cambritd@gmail.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tanya Roub <troub@rocketmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 11:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tanya Roub
1121E End Blvd
Plains Twp, PA 18702

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tanya Sevey <tvsevey@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 5:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tanya Sevey
6148 County Route 24
Colton, NY 13625

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tanzinator@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Netania Steiner
<tanzinator@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Netania Steiner
32 8th Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11217-3961

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara and Eric Dietrich <tarafoxhall@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 6:49 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tara and Eric Dietrich
329 George St
Lisle, NY 13797
6076927618

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara Butcher <butchertara@hotmail.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 6:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Please help keep the Adirondacks FOREVER WILD!

Sincerely,

Tara Butcher
Clifton Park, NY 12065

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara Eaton <t.eatontensen@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 8:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tara Eaton
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara Hall <tarafoxhall@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
My family visits the Adirondack Park multiple times a year to camp, so please take this letter seriously.
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Tara Hall
329 George St
Lisle, NY 13797
6076927618

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara Holmes <novati7@yahoo.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 9:47 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tara Holmes
Albany, AL 12208

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara Lynne Danforth <danfortl199@potsdam.edu>
Monday, November 28, 2016 10:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
As a New Yorker who grew up in the Adirondack Park, and was raised to respect wilderness to the highest extent, classifying the
Boreas Pond Tract as anything but Wilderness would be a disgrace to the State of New York.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.

Sincerely,
Tara Lynne Danforth

Tara Lynne Danforth
154 Jones Rd
Churubusco, NY 12923

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara mulcahy <Taramulc@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 6:57 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Taramulc@yahoo.com
realname: Tara mulcahy
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 62 sterling rd
city: Greenwood lake
State: NY
zipcode: 10925
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara Overton <taraboverton@gmail.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 5:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tara Overton
Haubstadt, IN 47639

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taran Wise <tdwise@uvm.edu>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 9:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taran Wise
Burlington, VT 05405

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tarissa Healey <beautiful.riot@live.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 8:54 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tarissa Healey
Plattsburgh, NY 12901

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taryn Mockus <taryn.mockus@comcast.net>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 7:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taryn Mockus
Hershey, PA 17033

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tasha St. Gelais <JeepRida24@outlook.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 1:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tasha St. Gelais
Frederica, DE 19946

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tasha Williams <tashwills@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 6:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tasha Williams
143 Maxwell ave
Geneva, NY 14456

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tasya West <GoalGirl09us@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 7:02 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: GoalGirl09us@yahoo.com
realname: Tasya West
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 38 E Grove St
city: Ballston Spa
State: NY
zipcode: 12020
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tawn Feeney <tawnfeeney@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 2:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Tawn Feeney
6198 Marrowback Rd.
Conesus, NY 14435
(585)346-9124

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Bracher <taylorbracher@gmail.com>
Friday, November 11, 2016 5:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Bracher
Denali Park, AK 99755

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Crowl <tacrowl@vassar.edu>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 10:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Crowl
Poughkeepsie, NY 60604

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Doolittle <t.doolittle5@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 7:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (DSEIS) in which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds
Tract, which I feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas
Ponds, and none satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the
Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one
of the intrinsic Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor
vehicle use will also threaten the protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1
wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams,
roads, and gravel pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary,
but also the maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with
Wilderness guidelines. This means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no
differently than other existing dams in Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine
additions to the Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer
size of the tract, and the fact that it is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a
powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making
portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any eastern state, for that matter. Think West
Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range
from bad to unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a
wild landscape, solitary and secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for
protecting a rare and wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all
the way into the heart of the property—not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for
maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest, remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that
the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet our public officials are preoccupied with
roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car
and venturing into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its
sensuous beauty. In a world of artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our
species began. Many of us will always heed the call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds
Tract, not the least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for
more Wilderness!

Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Doolittle
9540 Park Place
Holland Patent, NY 13354
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Kimbrell <Taylorkimbrell@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:38 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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email: Taylorkimbrell@yahoo.com
realname: Taylor Kimbrell
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 661 Landon Hill Rd
city: Chestertown
State: NY
zipcode: 12817
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Mallaber <trmallab@syr.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 1:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Mallaber
1019 Ackerman ave
Syracuse, NY 13210

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Morrissey <tmorriss@kent.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 4:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Morrissey
375 Janik Drive
Kent, OH 44243
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Mudford <tmudford395@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 7:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Mudford
3556 Tulip Drive
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Pearlman <tapwater117@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 3:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Pearlman
Lake Placid, ME 12946

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Ryder <tryder33@hotmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 8:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Ryder
38 Virginia blvd
Glenville, NY 12302
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Sent:
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Taylor Ryder <tryder33@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 10:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Ryder
38 Virginia blvd
Glenville, NY 12302
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Taylor Schneider <tschn001@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 2:31 PM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Taylor Schneider
Brooklyn, NY 11222
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Thomas Bain
541 Marquart Dr
Webster, NY 14580-1120
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Diane Bugliarelli
65 Blair Hts
Carmel, NY 10512-2456
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Kathy
attached are my comments, thanks for handling this. Any questions or comments, please contact me through
email or at the numbers below.
Tim Burpoe

92 Cherry Tree Lane
Saranac Lake, NY 12983
518.354.2055 Cell
518.891.1861 Home
518.294.4391 Fax

Boreas Pond Comments tburpoe.pdf

December 5, 2016
Board of Commissioners
Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
RE:

State Land Classification of the Boreas Pond Tract, Towns of Newcomb and North
Hudson, Essex County, NY

Dear Board Members:
The Boreas Pond Tract is part of a larger acquisition brokered by the Adirondack Chapter of the
Nature Conservancy and was owned and actively managed by Finch, Pruyn & Company as
“Industrial Timberland” for nearly 150 years. I suppose much of what I have to comment on is
that this land has been actively managed timberland for a long time, are you going to ignore the
fact that past forest managers and loggers have done such a terrific job that you still believe that
it is a primitive wilderness? I think that Wild Forest is the proper classification.
This former Finch, Pruyn & Company land base was the source of raw material that fed the
paper mill for generations, this place is anything but Wilderness but it is an exceptional and
diverse forest. All of this, in part, is thanks to very good forest management and the logging
contractors that implemented the harvesting scheme across the landscape. But again, this is
anything but primitive or wilderness.
Additionally, for your information, there is an extraordinary infrastructure of roads crisscrossing
the property. The sole purpose of this infrastructure was facilitate the extraction of forest
products and get this material to the pulp mill in Glens Falls and it was done extremely well and
efficiently. This road network is already in place and, if it was maintained properly, will give
access to many generations of people who can learn about the forest products industry in NYS
and our precious northern forests, wetlands, bogs and rivers. It is my opinion, and others, that
this infrastructure is worth every penny invested in it in the past, and every dollar that will be
invested in it in the future. Now that this land is owned by the People of the State of New York,
this asset should be open to as many people as possible and not just the young few who are
motivated enough to go into the back country. The average age of the tax paying public and
recreationalists is getting older and these will be the future consumers of this property, do not be
so shortsighted and politically weak and bend to the will of the elite few who would like to see
this forested landscape inaccessible to the general public. Don’t get me wrong, I don’t want to
see roads everywhere, but reasonable access is an expectation of the public and you shouldn’t let
it go to waste. As a former Forest Appraiser for both the State of New York and the Private
Sector, I would also like to add, that the exceptional access was part of the purchase price of the
acquisition and public money spent to acquire this property from the Finch Family. I believe that
I need to remind you that you have a fiduciary responsibility to maintain the use of this access to
allow the public into their land because this was paid for with public monies as well.

Boreas Pond Comments tburpoe.pdf

One final point, the State of New York has an additional responsibility, with the acquisition of
this property and others that have gone into the Forest Preserve, by purchasing tens of thousands
of acres in the past 20 years, the State has made a long-term commitment to pay for and
adequately staff these purchases for as long as the land remains Forest Preserve. I think this is
when many people will say “you know, forever is a long time”, and it is true! But that is what
has been promised when these property were purchased for this purpose. It is the responsibility
of the State to maintain these acquisitions and, to date, the State has NOT been doing so. The
State of New York is abdicating their responsibility to be the stewards of these investment
FOREVER on behalf of the People of the State of New York, that needs to change now.
In conclusion, the Boreas Pond Tract is NOT considered Wilderness, it was a productive and
resilient Industrial Forest and the foresters that managed these tracts have done an exceptional
job of maintain the productivity of the landscape. The People of the State of New York should
have access to these lands for generations to come and that was part of the reason why they were
purchased in the first place. As a professional forester and recreationalist, I am asking you to
please make the right decision and allow reasonable access for the aging public so that ALL can
enjoy the fruits of the foresight and hard work of forest managers and loggers who helped to
mold the forest into what it looks like today. Please consider classifying this tract as the least
restrictive state land classification, which I believe in this case is Wild Forest.
Thank you for your time,
Sincerely,

Timothy P. Burpoe, CF®
Forest Property Manager-MWG

cc: The Honorable Andrew Cuomo, Governor
Terry Martino, Executive Director-Adirondack Park Agency

CF® is a registered trade mark of the Society of American Foresters Certified Forester Program.
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Tom Clavin
14955 16th Rd
Whitestone, NY 11357-2537

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ted Bubniak <linb423@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ted Bubniak
14 River Rock Drive
Rock City Falls, NY 12863
5188852640

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ted Bubniak <linb423@gmail.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 4:36 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ted Bubniak
14 River Rock Drive
Rock City Falls, NY 12863
5188852640

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ted Bubniak <teddy2640@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 8:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Ted Bubniak
14 River Rock Drive
Rock City Falls, NY 12863
5188852640

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ted Hepperlen <tedhepperlen@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 10:28 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms Regan,
I am writing in regards to the classification process For The above land track. I commend your agency for acquiring the tract and
hope to see it classified so the maximum number of New Yorkers can enjoy it. I'm concerned that a vocal minority will sway the
decision to classify the area as "wilderness".
I am in my 50s and am an avid hunter and fisherman. Hi n my younger days, I could hike for days in undeveloped wilderness to
enjoy a park. Now, I can go for hours on a developed path. Classifying this area as wilderness will close the whole area except
for a few acres close to roads to people like me and handicapped people in the state.
I understand that the primary argument for the wilderness designation is that too many people are crowding the existing areas.
I don't know what a crowd is considered, but I use state park is quite a bit ‐ mostly parks with developed trails, and I rarely feel
"crowded". I can't imagine there is more traffic in undeveloped wilderness.

Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ted Hepperlen <tedhepperlen@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 10:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Brooks Washburn
Fwd: Boreas Ponds Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Ted Hepperlen <tedhepperlen@gmail.com>
Date: December 1, 2016 at 10:28:12 AM EST
To: classificationcomments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Boreas Ponds Classification
Dear Ms Regan,
I am writing in regards to the classification process
For
The above land track. I commend your agency for acquiring the tract and hope to see it classified so the maximum
number of New Yorkers can enjoy it. I'm concerned that a vocal minority will sway the decision to classify the area
as "wilderness".
I am in my 50s and am an avid hunter and fisherman. Hi n my younger days, I could hike for days in undeveloped
wilderness to enjoy a park. Now, I can go for hours on a developed path. Classifying this area as wilderness will
close the whole area except for a few acres close to roads to people like me and handicapped people in the state.
I understand that the primary argument for the wilderness designation is that too many people are crowding the
existing areas. I don't know what a crowd is considered, but I use state park is quite a bit - mostly parks with
developed trails, and I rarely feel "crowded". I can't imagine there is more traffic in undeveloped wilderness.
I hope to see this area classified as "wild forest" so that as many New Yorkers as possible can use area as possible.
Anyone desiring a wilderness experience can always go off trail and have the area to themselves.
I look forward to seeing this area designated as wild forest.
Sincerely,
Ted Hepperlen

Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ted Kozenewski <koz@twcny.rr.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 10:34 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Deputy Director Regan,
Regarding the Boreas Ponds classification, as you know the imprint of man is already very apparent on this land.
This is a great tract of public land which all groups should have and could have access if the land is classified as Wild
Forest within the meaning and allowed uses of the State Land Master Plan for the Adirondack.
I support Alternative 1 that all the property south of Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as
wilderness connecting to the High Peaks Wilderness area. The area near and around the roads does not have the
character of “untrammeled by man” and therefore should be classified as Wild Forest. The Ponds are not natural
and have been enhanced by a spillway and impoundment. The spillways and impoundment should be left so that the
current level of the ponds is not diminished. The spillways and impoundments will take maintenance and therefore
must be classified as Wild Forest to allow for administrative maintenance vehicles.
A Wild Forest corridor should be provided up to the south end of the Boreas Pond to allow for disabled access up to
the pond. This is a unique opportunity for disabled access where roads are already built and no trees need be cut.
It is not reasonable to propose a one mile cut trail for the disabled to bring canoes and kayaks to the pond.
Notwithstanding the classification of the property in general, Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be
classified as Wild Forest to potentially allow the use of the roads as snowmobile trails in the future. The trail will
provide a snowmobile trail route to connect Newcomb to North Hudson which would involve the cutting of a
minimum of trees. The tract of land already contains over 50 miles of logging roads, multiple bridges that can carry
100,00 pound logging trucks, many culverts, camp structures, has been logged for about 100 years by Finch Pruyn,
and contained at one time a lodge and high voltage power lines.
Finch Pruyn has demonstrated with their 100 years of stewardship of this property that a great deal of access can
occur without a negative impact to the quality of this state acquisition.
Again, please classify the Boreas Ponds as Wild Forest and allow public access to public lands.
Thank You,
Ted Kozenewski

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ted L. Bertella <tejobert@ntcnet.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 7:13 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: tejobert@ntcnet.com
realname: Ted L. Bertella
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 111 Kreuzer rd., P.O. Box 8
city: Hoffmeister
State: NY
zipcode: 13353
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ted Wood <tmwood90@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 12:35 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: tmwood90@yahoo.com
realname: Ted Wood
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 90 Burquist Rd
city: Fort Ann
State: NY
zipcode: 12827
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ted Wright <wrightt@gleneddy.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 11:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Ted Wright
Boreas Ponds tract classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please classify Boreas Ponds as wilderness. Snowmobiles, vehicles, motor boats private sea planes would ruin the quiet
of the area. Sincerely, Theodore P Wright Jr former vacation resident at Loon Lake and Adirondack Forty sixer., member
of ADK since 1966

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

teenswriter@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Richard Baker
<teenswriter@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 9:25 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Baker
12 Andrew Ln
Mount Tremper, NY 12457-5315

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terence Hoke <terryhoke@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 1:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Terence Hoke
Coarsegold, CA 93614

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Teresa Behers <thedancinggiraffe@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 2:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Teresa Behers
24 Crabapple Lane
Watervliet , NY 12189

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Teresa Frappaolo <tffone4@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 11:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Teresa Frappaolo
Boston, MA 02130

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Teresa Peters <desertshegecko42@yahoo.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 10:26 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Teresa Peters
Williamson, NY 14589

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

teresabeutel@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Teresa Beutel
<teresabeutel@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Teresa Beutel
234 S Grant Ave
Congers, NY 10920-2702

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

teri2736@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Terri Knauber <teri2736@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Terri Knauber
18 Royal Palm Dr
Buffalo, NY 14225-3712

From:
Sent:
To:
Attachments:

Terri Brubaker <clerk@villageofmayfield.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 10:15 AM
ClassificationComments
letterhead AATV.docx
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letterhead AATV.docx

VILLAGE OF MAYFIELD
Joseph “Jamie” Ward
Mayor
Emory Chase
Pat Keane
Joseph Garrigan
Thomas Ruliffson
Board of Trustees

P.O. Box 229
Mayfield, NY 12117
Telephone: (518) 661-5165
Fax:
(518) 661-5400

December 28, 2016
Adirondack Colleagues
Dear Adirondack Colleagues:
The Adirondack Association of Towns And Villages (AATV) and our five Towns partners
are requesting your support to classify the Boreas Pond Tract as described in APA
Alternative1. This alternative allows for the greatest amount of land to be classified as
“Wild Forest” and allows for the maximum access to the property.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Mayor Jamie Ward, Village of Mayfield

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terri Gits <tntgits@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 23, 2016 4:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations. With the
release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands, the
Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux‐Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses and fail to protect the ponds,
wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. Anything less than a
Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one‐mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds themselves
and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as Wilderness. Lastly,
motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an accessible trail could be opened to
the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to encourage
vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the prosperity of the
Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Terri Gits
8450 London Lane
Conifer, CO 80433
303‐802‐9720

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

terry belke <tbelke@roadrunner.com>
Monday, December 26, 2016 5:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

terry belke
lake view, NY 14085

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Crary <beansgramma@msn.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 7:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Terry Crary
210 Pangborn Road
Hastings, NY 13076
7162579847

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Gottesman <Woodsy304@aol.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 8:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
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Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one‐mile buffer will provide
opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the remoteness of an expanded
High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Terry Gottesman
P.o.box334
Adirondack, NY 12808
5187960217

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Horn <trhorn22@yahoo.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 5:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Terry Horn
22 Holden Street
Rochester, NY 14612
5856218093

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Humphries <thumphr@south40.org>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Terry Humphries
975 SW 1301 Rd
Holden, MO 64040

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Opela <mamop@juno.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 10:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Terry Opela
6814 Tillman Rd
Lowville , NY 13367
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

terry sheldon <ospreysanc@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 6:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

terry sheldon
1306 8th ave
Watervliet, NY 12189
518 915 3901

From:
Sent:
To:

terry snow <terrylsnw@hotmail.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 1:39 PM
ClassificationComments
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Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
ClassificationComments@apa.ny.gov

Dear Deputy Director Regan,
Regarding the Boreas Ponds classification, as you know the imprint of man is already very apparent on this land. This is a great tract of
public land which all groups should have and could have access if the land is classified as Wild Forest within the meaning and allowed
uses of the State Land Master Plan for the Adirondack.
I support Alternative 1 that all the property south of Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as wilderness connecting
to the High Peaks Wilderness area. The area near and around the roads does not have the character of “untrammeled by man” and
therefore should be classified as Wild Forest. The Ponds are not natural and have been enhanced by a spillway and impoundment. The
spillways and impoundment should be left so that the current level of the ponds is not diminished. The spillways and impoundments will
take maintenance and therefore must be classified as Wild Forest to allow for administrative maintenance vehicles.
A Wild Forest corridor should be provided up to the south end of the Boreas Pond to allow for disabled access up to the pond. This is a
unique opportunity for disabled access where roads are already built and no trees need be cut. It is not reasonable to propose a one
mile cut trail for the disabled to bring canoes and kayaks to the pond.
Notwithstanding the classification of the property in general, Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as Wild Forest to
potentially allow the use of the roads as snowmobile trails in the future. The trail will provide a snowmobile trail route to connect
Newcomb to North Hudson which would involve the cutting of a minimum of trees. The tract of land already contains over 50 miles of
logging roads, multiple bridges that can carry 100,00 pound logging trucks, many culverts, camp structures, has been logged for about
100 years by Finch Pruyn, and contained at one time a lodge and high voltage power lines.
Finch Pruyn has demonstrated with their 100 years of stewardship of this property that a great deal of access can occur without a
negative impact to the quality of this state acquisition.
Again, please classify the Boreas Ponds as Wild Forest and allow public access to public lands.
Thank You, Terry Snow

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Spring <fltspng@nycap.rr.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 1:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Terry Spring
8 Foxhall
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Sturtevant <Tsturte1@nycap.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 5:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Terry Sturtevant

Terry Sturtevant
9 Mari Nol Dr
Clifton Park, NY 12065
518 383 4231

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

terryjmansfield@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Terry Mansfield
<terryjmansfield@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Terry Mansfield
8 Stuyvesant Oval Apt 3E
New York, NY 10009-2433

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tess Wagner <tesswagner01@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 3:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tess Wagner
Bisbee, AZ 85603

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thad Yorks <teyorks@cazenovia.edu>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.

Thank you,
Sincerely,

Thad Yorks
3800 Rippleton Road
Cazenovia, NY 13035
315-655-7148

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thanhansen@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Than Hansen
<thanhansen@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Than Hansen
1102 49th Ave
Long Island City, NY 11101-5657

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thatbeschlerwoman@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ellen Beschler
<thatbeschlerwoman@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 3:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Ellen Beschler
5 E 51st St Apt 4B
New York, NY 10022-5912

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thatcher Hogan <thatcher.hogan@gmail.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 7:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thatcher Hogan
642 Bending Bough Dr
Webster, NY 14580

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thatcher Hogan <thatcher.hogan@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 9:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Only the APA can help protect this relatively tiny portion of New York from becoming just like everywhere else - even more
compromised.
Other folks' arguments for motorized access claim that Boreas Ponds must be in some way like every other swatch of land that
they drive on, that they play on, that they party on, with themselves as the consistent focus...
It does not.
But if the APA does not strongly champion it, and deliver a total Wilderness designation to the Governor, who will?
There have been many wonderfully articulate people at the hearings to give you very powerful words to write a strong proposal to
the Governor for wilderness, and for wilderness alone. You have a unique opportunity.
This rare opportunity to designate a relatively tiny portion of New York and the great Adirondack Park "wilderness" is magnitudes
larger than promoting any other option. And your courage in doing it would be celebrated for generations.
To put it crudely, the high peaks are named after people who for the most part championed wilderness, not for the inventors of
personal recreational vehicles. (Well, not yet at any rate....)
Thank you for having the open hearings. It was inspiring to hear so many people speak so eloquently for wilderness.
My regards,

Thatcher Hogan
PO Box 111
Owls Head, NY 12969

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

The Old Skipper <theoldskipper@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 10:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness Classification for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
As a resident of the “Park” and as a recently retired Environmental Conservation Officer, I urge you to support only a
“Wilderness” classification for Boreas Ponds.
Adding this unique tract to the High Peaks Wilderness is a once in a lifetime event, and it is one that generations will
appreciate, and hallmark as a wise decision.
All‐Terrain Vehicles are a consumptive use conveyance. While there are many responsible operators of ATVs, it is my
experience that there are just as many (if not more) who are not. Additionally it is a cultural phenomenon among many
“off‐roaders” to go “off‐trail” and make their own paths. Although, off‐road travel on state lands is illegal, it is difficult
to enforce, hence impossible to prevent. As an ECO I have personally observed the erosion and environmental damage
caused by ATV use on the State’s Motor Truck Trails, which were designated for their use. I would regret that the same
fate to the Boreas Ponds.
There are many areas of the state, public and private, where legal ATV use is permitted; an area so close to the High
Peaks should not be one of them. Please support a Wilderness designation for Boreas Ponds.
Sincerely,
Sam Servadio, Capt. NYSDEC (Ret.)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

The Reverend Douglas Beattie <Dguybeattie@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 12:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
Our family has had a summer home in the Adirondack Parksince 1907. The Park is one of our nations
naturaltreasures. As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the
proposed alternatives and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness.
We have this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
The Reverend Douglas Beattie
193 Pierce Hill Rd.
Vestal, NY 13850
607-321-5891

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

The Shahay's.yahoo.com
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:35 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: The Shahay's.yahoo.com
realname: John shahay
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 252 pickle hill rd
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thea Moruzzi <theamoruzzi@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 2:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am submitting this letter regarding the classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract. None of the proposed alternative classifications
are suitable as they are written, however the Alternative Classification #4, with some changes could be a viable solution that will
allow a variety of user groups to enjoy the area. The changes that I feel should be made to Alternative #4, are to omit the Primitive
Area classification to the road and dam within the proposed Wilderness Area, allowing the dam and roads beyond Four Corners
to be reclaimed by nature. I do not believe dams should be maintained within Wilderness Areas and I feel strongly about that
classification for the delicate wetland area around the ponds. The 50 foot wide Wild Forest corridor west of Four Corners could
remain, for the maintenance of the 3+ miles of roadway within the Wild Forest section.
I feel strongly about having the combination of Wilderness and Wild Forest designations for this region, as long as the existing dam
and roads closest to Boreas Ponds become unmaintained.

Thank you,
Thea

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

theis@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Tt Theis <theis@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Tt Theis
32 Kool Ln
Montgomery, NY 12549-2526

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

themagicbirdie@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Qingqing Yang
<themagicbirdie@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Qingqing Yang
35 Maywood Cir
Rochester, NY 14618-4301

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Theo Keeley‐LeClaire <tkeeleyleclaire@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Theo Keeley-LeClaire
71 Morningside Drive
Elmira, NY 14905
8173080442

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Theodore Mack <lepomis2@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 7:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Theodore Mack
PO box 998
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Theodore Sonneborn <Ted.Sonneborn@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 10:42 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I sincerely hope that you're getting a lot of these letters. I've spent years in these woods, including many days with
kids from throughout the northeast (many from the city), and know the importance of true nature.
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Theodore Sonneborn
224 DeWitt Road
Syracuse, NY 13214
3154362212

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

theoldcrow@wildblue.net
Monday, December 26, 2016 4:23 PM
ClassificationComments
gov cuomo
Classification of Boreas ponds , East Mcintyre and West Mcintyre tracts

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Attn.. Kathy Regan

I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and Wilderness,
as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for consideration at
each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that would allow a range
of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities.
When the purchase of the Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized
the need to balance ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and
physically limited. The APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while
boosting the lagging regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect
sensitive areas while at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full
range of recreational opportunities.
I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds
Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The
infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That
same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild
Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a
somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially
wild character.
The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness
designation requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to
have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The
Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man
created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to
facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation
because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
Respectfully
Michael Marsden
3948 us rt 9
North Hudson, N.Y. 12855
532-7224

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

theoldcrow@wildblue.net
Monday, December 26, 2016 4:41 PM
ClassificationComments
gov cuomo
Classification of Boreas ponds, East Mcintyre and West Mcintyre Tracts

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Attn.. Kathy Regan

I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and Wilderness,
as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for consideration at
each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that would allow a range
of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities.
When the purchase of the Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized
the need to balance ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and
physically limited. The APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while
boosting the lagging regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect
sensitive areas while at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full
range of recreational opportunities.
I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds
Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The
infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That
same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild
Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a
somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially
wild character.
The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness
designation requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to
have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The
Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man
created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to
facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation
because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the
environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens
said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will
provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access.
The Boreas Tract was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use.
Though commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully
developed Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the
DEC could continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities.
Balancing Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the
benefit of the local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational,
environmental and economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York.

Respectfully
Maureen Marsden
3948 us rt 9

North Hudson, N.Y. 12855

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

theotherbillwilson@gmail.com
Thursday, October 13, 2016 9:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA,
I am writing to support classifying the Boreas Pond tract as a true wilderness. Gulf Brook Road should be
completely closed to motorized vehicles and bikes. The east coast is covered with civilization; roads, homes,
commercial real estate and urban areas. The protection of habit and wildness is more important than recreation
access. If we aren't working for maximum wilderness in our state parks, where then?
I understand desire to make the park accessible to many, but the High Peaks are already over crowded and more
access will only increase the number of hikers on the high peaks. This classification is a rare opportunity for the
APA to create something magical, wilderness like that which can be found out west. The Boreas Pond tract is so
close to the High Peaks that closing it to motorized vehicles is the best choice for the environment and the park.
Thank you,
Bill Wilson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thepoohka@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Michelle Ognjanovic
<thepoohka@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Michelle Ognjanovic
7 W 104th St
New York, NY 10025-4319

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thera Levi <thera.levi@willowhealingarts.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 8:54 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began.
My dad, Gary McChesney a NYS Forest Ranger, was stationed in the West Canada Lakes Wilderness Area when I was born in
July 1964. This wilderness was my home that summer and the next few to follow. I never lost that connection to the wild,
wonderful forests that surround us. Memories of summer in the West Canada Lakes Wilderness Area and a childhood spent
largely out in the woods developed in me a nurturing presence, an openness, and intuitive wisdom; it shaped my life and helped me
discover who I am. We owe it to our children's children to have this connection to the life forces that exist in wilderness areas such
as West Canada Lakes and Boreas Ponds. Many of us will always heed the call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the

least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Thera Levi

Thera Levi
Old Forge, NY 13420

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Theresa Boisseau <tboisseau@nycap.rr.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 10:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one‐mile buffer will provide
opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the remoteness of an expanded
High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Theresa Boisseau
60 Tompion Lane
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
5185840691

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Theresa Devlin <tdevlinzap@gmail.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 6:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable. None of them
promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands. I
urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds, the watershed
around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected as Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an accessible trail to the
ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and would threaten some of the purest
waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and invasive species.
The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to preserve our Adirondack legacy
for future generations. Please take this once‐in‐a‐lifetime opportunity to ensure Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Theresa Devlin
17 moorwood drive
Queensbury, NY 12804
5189324372

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

theresa.meade@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Theresa Meade
<theresa.meade@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Theresa Meade
192 Broad St
Williston Park, NY 11596-1306

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thiel/Collinge <capejo@localnet.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 12:59 PM
ClassificationComments
comments on Boreas Ponds/MacIntyre East and West
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Dear Ms. Regan and staff,
Having had the privilege of visiting the Boreas Ponds while still owned by the Adirondack Nature Conservancy, I have strong
feelings about the area's future classification:
Gulf Brook Road beyond the present parking lot approximately 2.5 miles from County Road 84 should be closed to any
motorized, bicycle or horse traffic (i.e., should be classified as wilderness beyond this point). Despite the claim of some that
the Boreas Ponds area is not wilderness now, after seeing the ponds myself I would like to differ. The ecosystem of the
ponds and shores appears fragile and requires a buffer of wilderness. The roads of the area should be left to revert to
nature, or left as simple foot trails.
I support the classification of the majority of MacIntyre East and the entirety of MacIntyre West as wilderness, matching
most of the surrounding forests.
I most vehemently oppose the use of motorized vehicles such as snowmobiles and ATVs on this property.
Thank you,
Carol Thiel, 77 Tall Oak Lane, Pittsford, NY 14534

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thoma Gering <geritm96@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 10:03 AM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thoma Gering
Oakdale, NY 11769

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas <tsmithboro@hotmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 10:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Regulations
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I would hope the Boreas Ponds Tract will be classified as Wilderness. The road leading to it should be blocked off 2
miles before the Pond but maintained beyond the gate to accommodate people bringing in kayaks and canoes using
wheels. All motors including electric should be prohibited on the ponds.
Sincerely,
Thomas E Smith
5 Russett Dr.
Whitesboro, NY 13492

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas & Mary Jones <jones@ece.rochester.edu>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas & Mary Jones
207 Devonshire Dr.
Rochester, NY 14625
585-381-1554
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Amisson <Tamisson@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:15 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Amisson
34 Lafayette Ave
Beacon, NY 12508
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Antonini <tpmeb@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:46 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I can support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters of the Boreas
Ponds under the APA & DEC Plan.
I would like to have a cabin in this special area. To be able to appreciate & use.
As I am totally disabled. And love the Adirondacks and want it preserved for all.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything allow the ponds to be
subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats , the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for
quiet canoeing and kayaking.
No motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than 100 feet from the
ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area.
There should be special CLOSE parking and access for disabled people. With special launch ramps.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Antonini
111 Wilshire road
Syracuse, NY 13209
315.436.2240
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

thomas baldwin <thomast.baldwinv@gmail.com>
Friday, December 02, 2016 3:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

thomas baldwin
480 Hillcrest Ave
American Falls, ID 83211
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To:
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Thomas Beck <stkaa5@optonline.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 6:39 PM
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: stkaa5@optonline.net
realname: Thomas Beck
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 52 Forest Ave
city: Cortlandt Manor
State: NY
zipcode: 10567
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Thomas Brewster <brewster4139@verizon.net>
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ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Thomas Brewster
803 E Main
Little Falls, NY 13365
3158234139
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Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Thomas Brewster
803 E Main
Little Falls, NY 13365
3158234139

From:
Sent:
To:
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Thomas Bronson <tom.bronson@aol.com>
Saturday, October 29, 2016 12:58 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Bronson
506 N W 26th Place
Cape Coral, FL 33993
239-218-2714
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Sent:
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Thomas Brown <thomas.b.brown@gmail.con>
Friday, December 02, 2016 7:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
I have often heard and read the dismissive argument that the Adirondacks should not be compared to the national parks out west;
I believe this argument to be a fallacy. The Adirondack park is a unique conglomeration of natural landscapes, ecosystems, and
communities, and is already a bastion of wilderness on an East Coast that is dominated by urban and suburban land. With the
wilderness classification of Boreas Ponds, at the foot of the High Peaks Wilderness, the Adirondack Park would become a pillar
of the natural world and an example to be followed by even national parks.
Please consider adding a Boreas Ponds proposal that would create a vast tract of wilderness that greatly benefits all manners and
levels of ecosystems and will bring the truly natural world to the state and the Northeast for untold generations.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Brown
Astoria, NY 11103

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Burns <thomasfburns@msn.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 9:14 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Burns
6 Sultana St
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
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email: tdinolfo@ameritech.net
realname: Thomas C dinolfo
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2329 N 3rd Street
city: Sheboygan
State: WI
zipcode: 53083
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Carneiro <tcarn99@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 03, 2016 5:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Carneiro
16 Bivona Lane #75
New Windsor, NY 12553
845-567-0818

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Caruso <hbotc@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Caruso
Po Box 813
82 Miller Road
Schroon Lake, NY 12870
5185860152

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Connolly <Tc59mga@aol.com>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 3:47 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Tc59mga@aol.com
realname: Thomas Connolly
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 156 Fish Mt. Rd.
city: Lake Pleasant
State: NY
zipcode: 12108
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Connor <tconnor@hvc.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Thomas Connor
17 Dubois Street
--Wallkill, NY 12589
8555410893

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Connor <tconnor@hvc.rr.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Thomas Connor
17 Dubois Street
--Wallkill, NY 12589
8555410893

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Coppernoll <Tcoppernoll@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 9:54 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Tcoppernoll@yahoo.com
realname: Thomas Coppernoll
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 6 Garland Street
city: Canajoharie
State: NY
zipcode: 13317 1518
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Corcoran <Gratefultom75@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:53 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Gratefultom75@gmail.com
realname: Thomas Corcoran
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 41Thornberry Dr
city: Glens Falls
State:
zipcode: 12801
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Culletto <tculletto@yahoo.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 4:31 AM
ClassificationComments
alternative 1

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I vote for and support alternative 1 wild forest Thomas culletto at tculletto@yahoo , 5187060489.
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thomas dinse <tdinse@rochester.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&bbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
thomas dinse
3 galusha st.
fairport, NY 14450
5853778492

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Dollar <tommyd512@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:03 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Thomas Dollar
194 Herkimer St 2C
Brooklyn, NY 11216
5187793037

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Donavon <tommyjames464@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Thomas Donavon
1936 Saranac Ave
Lake Placid, NY 12946
518.302.5105

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Donavon <tommyjames464@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Thomas Donavon
1936 Saranac Ave
Lake Placid, NY 12946
518.302.5105

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Duane <TomDuane@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 9:25 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: TomDuane@gmail.com
realname: Thomas Duane
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 26 Linton Street
city: Selkirk
State: NY
zipcode: 12158
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Eberhardt <ebbs47@sssnet.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 8:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Thomas Eberhardt
679 Market St W
Canal Fulton, OH 44614
330-854-5630

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Forbes <tforbes82507@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 21, 2016 10:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I have lived in North Hudson/Schroon lake for my entire life (25 years). I love this area so much I bought a house in Schroon and
look forward to raising my daughter in this beautiful area. I attended the meeting at the Schroon Lake School and was blown
away from the amount of people (local) that showed up to show there support. The opinions of the towns within Essex county
should be held to a higher standarded than those who live in Saratoga county or anywhere outside of the Adirondack park. They
visit here, WE live here we know what needs to be done to survive. The towns of Newcomb and North Hudson I know would
benefit from having a winter attraction added. My father owns BlueRidge Falls Campsite located on blueridge Rd or Boreas Rd
(depending on what map your looking at). Having easy access to the pond would certainly help his business in the Summer months
and also provide a location to stay close to the pond to go back the next day. Let's face it, If people are forced to walk into the
pond there only going to do it once. With being able to drive and park they would go back for days just to see the views.
Now in the winter months snowmobilers would be able to travel to other towns more easily. With a trail coming through the
town of North Hudson, it would make sure that the gas station that just reopened after many many years a healthy future. Now I
know everyone gets a say in this great state of New York but shouldn't the locals matter a little bit more? At the meeting you could
tell who was for and who was against the access of Boreas Ponds. What bothered me the most was out of the 80 or so speakers,
the ones that were against the access I have never seen. One was from Saratoga springs. Why should her opinion matter as much
as mine? Has she ever had to drive 12 miles to another town to get gas because your towns(North Hudson) economy is so bad
that they keep having to close the gas station because lack of business? People don't see what is happened by looking from the
outside in,they don't see the struggling business and the people having to leave to find work.
All that being said having easy access for Boreas Ponds would only make the Adirondack park more appealing to people
visiting in the summer and winter months.
I support option 1
Sincerely,
Thomas Forbes
Schroon Lake resident
Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE Droid

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Forbes <tforbes82507@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 12:44 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: tforbes82507@yahoo.com
realname: Thomas Forbes
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1120 us rt 9 po box 804
city: schroon lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12870
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you I have lived in North Hudson/Schroon lake for my entire life (25 years). I love this area so much I
bought a house in Schroon and look forward to raising my daughter in this beautiful area. I attended the meeting at the
Schroon Lake School and was blown away from the amount of people (local) that showed up to show there support. The
opinions of the towns within Essex county should be held to a higher standarded than those who live in Saratoga county or
anywhere outside of the Adirondack park. They visit here, WE live here we know what needs to be done to survive. The towns
of Newcomb and North Hudson I know would benefit from having a winter attraction added. My father owns BlueRidge Falls
Campsite located on blueridge Rd or Boreas Rd (depending on what map your looking at). Having easy access to the pond
would certainly help his business in the Summer months and also provide a location to stay close to the pond to go back the
next day. Let's face it, If people are forced to walk into the p
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Forrest <t.forrest@frontiernet.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:57 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&bbsp;
Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Thomas Forrest
23 Lakeview Lane
North River, NY 12856
518-251-2633
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Franzem
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
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email: tomhammond71@hotmail.com
realname: Thomas Hammond
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 154-20 12th Rd
city: Whitestone
State: NY
zipcode: 11357
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Hassis
288 Kensington Rd.
Garden City, NY 11530
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email: hawksbynt@gmail.com
realname: Thomas Hawksby
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 227 BASHAW RD.
city: MOOERS
State: NY
zipcode: 12958
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Thomas Healy
16 North Court
Queensburry, NY 12804
5187985594
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Hoehn
206 SW 2nd Street
Bentonville, AR 72712
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Thomas Hughes
8 Mary ave
Lake Katrine, NY 12449
8453822032
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Hughes
413 Palm Club Circle
Brunswick, GA 31525
5184189815
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Please make the Boreas Ponds area a Wilderness classification
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Dear APA,
As a person who absolutely loves the Adirondacks, I am writing in support of the APA to classify the Boreas Ponds area as
Wilderness. This is a rare opportunity to extend the High Peaks Wilderness and preserve a relatively pristine area for future
generations. Allowing motorized access to the Boreas Ponds is a really bad idea. It will change the character of the area and
invite the quick arrival of invasive species. There is no shortage of places in the Adirondacks that already allow motorized
access. There are many fewer areas that are classified as Wilderness and do not allow motorized access. Wilderness areas will
only become more valuable over time as populations grow and the desire for such wild places grow too. This is an incredible
opportunity that should be seized upon. Please protect this special area in the best way possible. That would be to make the
Boreas Ponds area Wilderness. It would be a great legacy to pass on to future generations, and show that New York State is still
at the forefront of true environmental conservation.
Thank you for considering this matter.
Tom Butler
476 Van Ostrand Rd
Groton, NY 13073
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Thomas Kalahar <tjkalahar@gmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 11:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Kalahar
406 South 10th St.
Olivia, MN 56277
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email: Tpk64@aol.com
realname: Thomas Kennedy
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 24 Clover ave
city: East Greenbush
State: NY
zipcode: 12061
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Kenyon
80 Kinderkamack Rd
Hillsdale , NJ 07642

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Lynch <Lynchth@verizon.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 3:56 PM
ClassificationComments
No ATV Bill in the Budget

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Lynch
885 Oyster Bay Rd.
East Norwich, NY 11732
5169226213

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Lynch <Lynchth@verizon.net>
Friday, November 04, 2016 10:33 AM
ClassificationComments
No ATV Bill in the Budget

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Lynch
885 Oyster Bay Rd.
East Norwich, NY 11732
5169226213

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Lynch <Lynchth@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:15 AM
ClassificationComments
No ATV Bill in the Budget

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Thomas Lynch
885 Oyster Bay Rd.
East Norwich, NY 11732
5169226213

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Madej <maydaze@nycap.rr.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 9:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Adirondack Access

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Deputy Director Regan,
Regarding the Boreas Ponds classification, as you know the imprint of man is already very apparent on this land.
This is a great tract of public land which all groups should have and could have access if the land is classified as Wild
Forest within the meaning and allowed uses of the State Land Master Plan for the Adirondack.
I support Alternative 1 that all the property south of Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as
wilderness connecting to the High Peaks Wilderness area. The area near and around the roads does not have the
character of “untrammeled by man” and therefore should be classified as Wild Forest. The Ponds are not natural
and have been enhanced by a spillway and impoundment. The spillways and impoundment should be left so that the
current level of the ponds is not diminished. The spillways and impoundments will take maintenance and therefore
must be classified as Wild Forest to allow for administrative maintenance vehicles.
A Wild Forest corridor should be provided up to the south end of the Boreas Pond to allow for disabled access up to
the pond. This is a unique opportunity for disabled access where roads are already built and no trees need be cut.
It is not reasonable to propose a one mile cut trail for the disabled to bring canoes and kayaks to the pond.
Notwithstanding the classification of the property in general, Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be
classified as Wild Forest to potentially allow the use of the roads as snowmobile trails in the future. The trail will
provide a snowmobile trail route to connect Newcomb to North Hudson which would involve the cutting of a
minimum of trees. The tract of land already contains over 50 miles of logging roads, multiple bridges that can carry
100,00 pound logging trucks, many culverts, camp structures, has been logged for about 100 years by Finch Pruyn,
and contained at one time a lodge and high voltage power lines.
Finch Pruyn has demonstrated with their 100 years of stewardship of this property that a great deal of access can
occur without a negative impact to the quality of this state acquisition.
Again, please classify the Boreas Ponds as Wild Forest and allow public access to public lands.
Thank You,
Thomas R Madej
NY Snowmobiler for 46 years

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Manitt <naturalist@adk.org>
Friday, December 30, 2016 11:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Manitt
13 Knottingham Road
Ray Brook, NY 12977

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas McDonald <tommcdona3@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:22 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Thomas McDonald
3650 Grantley Rd.
Visa
Toledo, OH 43613
419 9022913

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Merrick <Merricktp@gmail.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 2:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Thomas Merrick
390 Devils Bight
Naples, FL 34103
9194144929

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Merrick <Nerricktp@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Thomas Merrick
390 Devils Bight
Naples, FL 34103
239-331-8048

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas O'Connor <oconnorboyz@verizon.net>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas O'Connor
206 Wilderness Lane
Fredericksburg, VA 22401

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Ortmeyer <tortmeye@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 7:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Ortmeyer
15 Lawrence Ave
Potsdqm, NY 13676
315-265-8219

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thomas padrone <algonquin19@live.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
thomas padrone
50 tompkins ave
BABYLON, NY 11702
6318935705

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Palopoli <tpalopoli1127@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 5:00 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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email: tpalopoli1127@gmail.com
realname: Thomas Palopoli
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5824 NYS route 30
city: Indian Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Perkins <taperk@verizon.net>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:25 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: taperk@verizon.net
realname: Thomas Perkins
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 276
city: Warrensburg
State: NY
zipcode: 12885
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Plummer <aqualung1@usa.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Thomas Plummer
1 Haven Ct
Nyack, NY 10960
845-353-2774

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Polivka <tgor717@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:56 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: tgor717@aol.com
realname: Thomas Polivka
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 154
city: Raquette Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 13436
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you. Tom Polivka
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Raffaldi <torinosinn1924@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 5:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond / McIntyre Pond Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
To: Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director Planning, Adirondack Park Agency
I am writing regarding the land classification for the Boreas Pond tract and the McIntyre tract.
I request this land be classified as Wild Forest, thus permitting fair and equitable public access for citizens of all
ages and physical abilities.
This is the property of the people of the state, and all persons should be able to have reasonable recreational
access and the general ability to visit and view this property. Existing roads, bridges, and trails should be open to
public use to be fair to all. A wilderness classification will not allow this kind of fair access.
At the very least use Alternative 1, Wild Forest, to classify this state land. A Wild Forest designation will still offer
stringent environmental protection for all of this land.
Thank you for your consideration.
Thomas V. Raffaldi
1235 State Route 28A
West Hurley, NY 12491

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Rau <dai‐uy@hawaii.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 3:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Rau
47-028 D Hui Iwa Place
Kaneohe, HI 96744

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Regan <tregan36@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 12:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Regan
73-04 195 Street
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366
7184643299

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Regan <tregan36@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 4:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Regan
7304 195 street
Fresh Meadows
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Regan <tregan36@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 1:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Thomas Regan
7304 195 Street
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366
7184643299

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Regan <tregan36@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Regan
7304 195 Street
Fresh Meadows
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Reynolds <1941train@nycap.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:13 AM
ClassificationComments
New Alternative Needed for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Reynolds
66 New Salem South Road
Voorheesville, NY 12186
5187652685

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Reynolds <1941train@nycap.rr.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Thomas Reynolds
66 New Salem South Road
Voorheesville, NY 12186
5187652685

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Rhodes <trhodes15@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 7:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Rhodes
Saratoga springs , NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Rigney <Tomrigney@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Thomas Rigney
85 Chester Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11218
34790 907 4833

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Riley <thomaseriley@hotmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 12:01 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
It is my opinion that the Boreas Ponds tract should be classified as wilderness.
There are ample areas for motorized recreation and I am strongly opposed to any expansion in the Boreas Pond
tract.
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,
Thomas Riley
1101 Rail Fence Road
Camillus, NY 13031
3156728749

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Ruth <ruthtome2@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 8:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Thomas Ruth
292 Long Hill Rd E
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
9178173655

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Salo <salothomas@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 7:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing as an Adirondack land owner to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre
Boreas Ponds Tract, which I feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Salo
5145 State Highway 51
West Burlington, NY 13482

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thomas scahill <scahilltandr@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:43 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: scahilltandr@gmail.com
realname: thomas scahill
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: pobox 534
city: long lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12847
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you, Thomas Scahill p.s. I love the 'dacks. I've been coming here since I was a
boy scout back in the 50's. We should make the beauty of these mountains available to our citizens. Although I
person- ally don't own one or like snowmobiles, I still think their impact will not be that upsetting to our critters in the
forest. Can motorized boats be restricted? The summer is short, the lake is long! T. Scahill Long Lake
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Shea <adkshea@aol.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 10:24 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: adkshea@aol.com
realname: Thomas Shea
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 80 Devitt Rd
city: Waterford
State: NY
zipcode: 12188
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Smith <tsmithboro@hotmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 10:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Thomas Smith
5 Russett Dr.
Whitesboro, NY 13492
3157367524

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Smith <tsmithboro@hotmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 3:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Thomas E Smith
Thomas Smith
5 Russett Dr.
Whitesboro, NY 13492
3157367524

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Smith <lunker202@gmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 7:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
I am a hunter and a general outdoors enthusiast. As our hunter, It is our license fees that pay for much of conservation and land
acquisition in New York state. It is important to have Wilderness. More and more state lands near cites are becoming virtually
suburban zoos. The fact that the Boreas Tract abuts the High Peaks region a great area but some of which can get heavy use,
means a person can have a truly remote experience near High Peaks treasures.

Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Smith
8 Kellogg Road
Stillwater, NY 12170

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

THOMAS SOCASH <tjsmd@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 7:24 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

THOMAS SOCASH
219 Pine Acres Road - North, PO Box 127
Old Forge, NY 13420

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thomas warner <tom@alexanderpoole.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds. ANY motorized
access whatsoever should be prohibited, and even a mile away is much too close. My family and I are outraged
that the area should even be considered for anything but untouched wilderness, and is a betrayal of the entire
reason for the park. We think that Gov. Cuomo's and the APA's idea for any other use is entirely unacceptable and
is downright corrupt.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
Any motorized use will be a disaster as we have continually seen throughout the park and statewide.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
thomas warner
2513 brookview road
Castleton On Hudson, NY 12033
518-477-5243

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Woodruff <tomwoodruffte@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 8:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Thomas Woodruff
Oswego , NY 13126

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Wright <twrighthere@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 9:23 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: twrighthere@gmail.com
realname: Thomas Wright
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 205 Hotchkiss Street
city: Jamestown
State: NY
zipcode: 14701
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thomper@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Deborah Powell
<thomper@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Deborah Powell
121 Youngblood Rd
Montgomery, NY 12549-1954

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

thoresenlinard@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Simon Thoresen
<thoresenlinard@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Simon Thoresen
440 Riverside Dr
New York, NY 10027-6828

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tia Ogus <tnogus@syr.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 4:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tia Ogus
266A Centennial Hall, 142 Oakland Street
Syracuse, NY 11731

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tierbefreier‐berlin@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Stephanie Goldbach <tierbefreier‐
berlin@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Very Important Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Stephanie Goldbach
Germany
Richwoods, MO 63071

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tierra Desabrais <tierramd88@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 10:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tierra Desabrais
Port Richey , FL 34668

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tiffany Hults <tiffanymhults@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 9:45 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tiffany Hults
4 25th Street
Troy, NY 12180

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tiffany Recor <tiffanyar@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 7:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I would like to start by sharing my own personal thoughts. The Adirondacks have been my home for the past 26 years. There's
nothing I love more than going out and connecting with nature on my weekends. What I love about the Adirondacks is that they
are forever wild, and one of the most beautiful places I have ever seen. By going through with the proposed plan, an incredibly
important part of the Adirondacks will be forever changed and not for the better. The wildlife and different plant species who
would suffer because of this decision are important to our ecosystem. I am so proud to live in a place where the environment
comes first and business priorities come after. Please keep the environment your priority and realize that this is not what is best for
the Adirondacks. Please keep them forever wild.
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the

call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tiffany Recor
Plattsburgh , NY 12901

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tiffany Whitney <tifffanychen@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 1:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands must be Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the Boreas Ponds
classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential threats to its clean waters
and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected
as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all‐terrain vehicle trespass and climate
change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River
itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. Non‐Wilderness
will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will sabotage this once‐in‐a‐
lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in the region.
Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an accessible trail to the ponds
for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect the Boreas
Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tiffany Whitney
517 New Scotland Avenue, Floor 2
Albany, NY 12208
Tiffany Whitney
517 New Scotland Avenue, Floor 2
Albany, NY 12208
2038048810

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tiffany Zarcone <tifforlowski@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 11:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tiffany Zarcone
156 Bedell Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10307
9174763166

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tiger Smith <tgrrobinson01@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 8:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tiger Smith
Keene Valley, NY 12943

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tiger Smith <tgrrobinson01@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 7:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tiger Smith
Keene Valley, NY 12943

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Barnett <tbarnett@TNC.ORG>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 12:15 PM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
To whom it may concern
With the Boreas Ponds an accessible trail from the 4 corners allows one to approach the dam and gain the same experience as a
hiker. I don't want to see motorized access all the way into the Boreas ponds even for those with disabilities. This is a chance to access
and appreciate this special place in a wilderness setting even for those of us with limited mobility. The trail leading to the dam gives one
a sense of wilderness and the experience upon arriving at the dam a spectacular view. Part of the experience is anticipation just as
people climb the High Peaks for the view from the summit. I agree with the proposal put forth by the Adirondack Conservancy which
accommodates a variety of users. From an ecological standpoint the woods are in great shape and now under the protection of article
14 the forest will return and become even more resilient to climate change.
Yours truly,
Tim Barnett

Timothy Barnett
22 Fifth Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Cell 518-369-4771

This document was written with Dragon NaturallySpeaking, a voice‐activated computer program which can make really weird mistakes. Please use your
imagination to figure out any words or phrases that don't make sense.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Barrett <timbarrett973@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 3:49 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: timbarrett973@gmail.com
realname: Tim Barrett
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 42 Baldwin Corners Road
city: Fort Ann
State: NY
zipcode: 12827
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Czapranski <czapranski@rochester.rr.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 7:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
In September I solo through hiked the NPT. I am 58 years old and it was time. My oldest daughter gave me the
National Geographic map of the Trail as a Father's Day gift.
I started the trail with a heavy load, not it terms of pack weight but with with "life stuff".
I was able to do a reset on that hike and the only problems I had (bear) was Tirrel Pond where I ran into litter, The
bear sign on the stretch between the two lean-to's (O'Neill Flow and Tirell Pond North) on the pond was more than
all other 132 miles of the NPT put together. Then I arrived at the North end lean-to for lunch I was shocked by what I
saw: beacon, eggs, bread, pancake mix, liquor bottles, milk, butter, pancake syrup, burger meat, hamburg rolls
some cooked and just dumped on the ground, other stuff not cooked.
I raked everything into the fire pit and started a fire to burn it all. The bottles I loaded in my pack to carry out. And I
got to carry it over the "height of land"!
Then a bear came and was pretty aggressive. Kept circling the lean-to and making short charges and was clearly
irritated that I was there.
I found out later that Tirell Pond can be accessed by float plan campers and so that explained what I encountered. If
they fly it in they bring all kinds of stuff and when they fly out why take stuff they will not use and just leave it behind.
Unlike true wilderness users folks who used motorized access often have a different view of the wild.
If float planes could not access Tirell Pond I doubt there would be any bear activity let alone aggressive behaviors.
While I was there at the lean-to on Tirrel Pond I was buzzed 4 times by airplanes , , , and I was there for just over an
hour. It looked to me as if they were trying to see if the lean-to was occupied - I am talking treetop level. I did cause
the bear to leave!
I found my time on the trail that the most rewarding parts were in true wilderness not wild but wilderness. The hike
gave me a new attitude....the stop at Tirell Pond was very sad.
You have a chance to make more wilderness - to create what is diminishing and add to it. Please rethink the plan
and consider what is at stake - from wildlife protection to opportunities for future generations to be in the woods
where no sound of civilization can be heard or seen. There is a lot of State Forest and other areas for motorized
use. The few wilderness areas are getting more visitors than ever before and there needs to be more to allow
everyday people the transcending tranquility that only wilderness offers.
The Marshall brothers would fully support having the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tim Czapranski
Tim Czapranski
4499 River Road
Scottsville, NY 14546
585-410-1924
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Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tim Davis
3336 state Route 26
CINCINNATUS, NY 13040
(607) 745-2709

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Devine <tfdevine3@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 11:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Tim Devine
89 Mark Ave
Hamburg, NY 14075
716 649 4864
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To:
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tim evans <tevans@equipmgt.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 1:22 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond Classification
Boreas Pond.docx
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Forgot to turn this in at the Canton hearing

Boreas Pond.docx

Regarding the Boreas Ponds tract including the MacIntyre east and the West tracts classification, they
should be wild forest for the following reasons:
A) It is apparent that Finch Pruyn has been a good steward of the land and has left us a resource that
can be utilized as a beautiful recreational area. With proper initiative this resource could take some of
the pressure off the high peaks area.
B) With 53 miles of road and 20 gravel pits for building and maintaining them as well as the dam which
CREATED Boreas Pond and numerous bridges and culverts, access is available for those whose abilities
are not that of a healthy teenager.
C) In examination of the APA act requirements for wilderness classification; this tract does NOT meet
the specification by a long shot!
D) With the existing infrastructure, access to at least part of the interior could allow those of us who
would enjoy viewing it, and taking part in recreating there, who could not otherwise be able to.
I am a hunter and a trapper and I have not seen this tract but by video and pictures as yet. I would enjoy
to be allowed to access the area and see it in person. The legislature appropriates the money for
purchases like this; (from taxes I assume) so why not make it as accessible to the taxpayers as is
expedient. It would seem that the effort to classify this as wilderness has been almost as bad as our
recent election as most of the truth about the infrastructure has been withheld. The public most
interested should have been allowed to tour this in order to make a knowledgeable decision.
I do not think that an area can be found that truly meets the criteria of (un-trammeled by man). We
need to do the best we can to create these TYPES of sanctuaries. To make this a wilderness in the truest
sense would not allow anyone in, because as soon as we do, it is no longer a true wilderness, unexplored
and wild. Unless we stop planes from flying and any noise over 50 decibels, it will not be possible to go
where there is no sound of civilization. Let us share this area and its beauty, don’t penalize those of us
who can no longer hike 40 miles.
Tim Evans
Region 7 Sportsman Rep. to state FWMB.
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Tim Gould <tim.gould113@gmail.com>
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tim Gould
State College, PA 16801
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Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:01 PM
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New Alternative Needed for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tim Hoffman
1013washington ave
Albany, NY 12206
5187274735
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email: Timgvfd11@yahoo.com
realname: Tim huff
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 165 Gurnspring rd
city: Gansevoort
State: NY
zipcode: 12831
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: Tkpror@icloud.com
realname: Tim kelly
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 124 maloney road
city: Wappingers falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12590
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (DSEIS) in which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds
Tract, which I feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas
Ponds, and none satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the
Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one
of the intrinsic Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor
vehicle use will also threaten the protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1
wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams,
roads, and gravel pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary,
but also the maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with
Wilderness guidelines. This means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no
differently than other existing dams in Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine
additions to the Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer
size of the tract, and the fact that it is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a
powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making
portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any eastern state, for that matter. Think West
Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range
from bad to unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a
wild landscape, solitary and secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for
protecting a rare and wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all
the way into the heart of the property—not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for
maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest, remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that
the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet our public officials are preoccupied with
roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car
and venturing into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its
sensuous beauty. In a world of artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our
species began. Many of us will always heed the call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds
Tract, not the least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for
more Wilderness!

Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tim MAragni
Trumansburg, NY 14850
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To:
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Tim Mashewske <tshews@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 10:06 AM
ClassificationComments
Classification of 102 parcels
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To Whom it May Concern,
My name is Tim Mashewske and I live at 136 Sedgley Park West Henrietta NY 14586
I am in favor of and support alternative #1 for the Boreas Ponds tract. Alternative #1 offers the best chance for people like me
to access the land and water.
I also support a classification of Wild Forest for all of the tracts that were mentioned at the public hearing. A wild forest
classification allows many users to enjoy the lands and waters where as a wilderness classification closes the land to a select
few.

Thank You,
Tim Mashewske, West Henrietta NY
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Tim McGarry <mcgarryt@westelcom.com>
Wednesday, November 23, 2016 8:52 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
&bbsp;
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the Boreas Ponds
classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential threats to its clean waters
and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected
as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all‐terrain vehicle trespass and climate
change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River
itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. Non‐Wilderness
will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will sabotage this once‐in‐a‐
lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in the region.
Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an accessible trail to the ponds
for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect the Boreas
Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tim McGarry
2229 County RT 10
Westport, NY 12993
5189624331
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tim McNulty
161 Hampton Circle
Jupiter, FL 33458
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Sent:
To:
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Tim Quinn <timquinn100@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 7:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
Prior to addressing the 4 alternative proposals, I state the following. I AM a highly trained & effective mental health therapist. In
addition, I possess in-depth learning; over 64 years, in a very wide array of topics that effect human health & life in general. I AM
saddened, but never amazed at the political disregard for what supports human health & life. Time & again, the wilderness
necessary for us to re-member who we are is sacrificed to please those who have lost touch with their nature and insist on using
motorized means of getting around. But this is how we accommodate the need for people to burn off the stresses that American
cult-ure creates. Bizarre, indeed, Ms. Regan. However, the state of the nation, hey. I do wish politicians would just admit that there
is no hope of managing it all, and let nature take it's course. Outside the box, hey. Yes, I could not survive in the box. I find my
happiness on the fringes.
Lastly, the ADKs healed my lost soul 30 years ago. No place but wilderness could have done that. I trusted no one. However, the
powers that be taught me about instincts, suspicions, inner-knowing, etc.; all in the ADK wilderness; - not the PARK I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a power line, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!

Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Tim Quinn, LCSW-R, CASAC, Cht., Cbt.

Tim Quinn
Old Forge, NY 13420

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Rapczynski <tim.rapczynski@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 9:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tim Rapczynski
Colton, NY 13625

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Stevens <stevenstj@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Tim Stevens
8 Robin Hood Court
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
(518)584-2944

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Stevens <stevenstj@hotmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:39 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Tim Stevens
8 Robin Hood Court
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
(518)584-2944

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

TIM THOMPSON <timandaggie@msn.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 4:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Support Alternative 1

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please consider supporting alternative 1 for the Boreas Pond and the Macintyre Tracts of land that you purchased for
the public with the publics money. I saw the video of this place and I know that I would like to visit the Boreas Pond at
some point. The Adirondacks is a beautiful place and I feel that all that NYS has purchased with taxpayers money should
be able to be accessed by all taxpayers. I have been enjoying the Adirondacks for most of my life between fishing,
hunting,and snowmobiling there. Please do not restrict any more of the Adirondacks so I can continue to explore more
of this property.
Sincerely
Timothy Thompson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Weeks <tjweek20@colby.edu>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 4:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tim Weeks
Bedford , NH 03110

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Williford <tim.williford@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 9:57 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: tim.williford@gmail.com
realname: Tim Williford
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3709 Shenango Place
city: Melbourne
State: FL
zipcode: 32934
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Wolf Yeskoo <tyeskoo@stanford.edu>
Saturday, October 15, 2016 9:22 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Adirondack Park Agency,
I am writing in regards to the Adirondack Park Agency’s plans for the future of the Boreas Ponds Tract, as expressed in the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) being discussed at today’s meeting.
I am concerned that the Agency is more focused on preserving the tract’s roads, gravel pits, and dams than it is the fragility of the
Boreas ecosystem. The ponds represent a unique Adirondack wetland that currently supports moose and many other species of
wildlife. This special place will never reach its full potential as a wild part of the Forest Preserve if it is made easily accessible by
motor vehicles.
I urge you to fully consider a wilderness classification that maximizes the remoteness of this area and provides the fullest protection
available under the State Land Master Plan. The remote wilderness experience currently found at Boreas Ponds will suffer greatly
if the proper protections are not put in place.
This is truly a special moment in the history of the Adirondack Park, a time when we can preserve the largest and wildest place in
the entire northeast—a place that is not only unsurpassed in beauty, but a thriving natural wonderland as well. The best and only
way to accomplish this is to make the vast majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract wilderness.
I thank you for your considerations on this matter and look forward to achieving the wildest possible outcome.
Regards,
Tim Yeskoo
Atmosphere and Energy Program
Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering
Stanford University
tyeskoo@stanford.edu
(908)-418-7916

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Yeskoo <tyeskoo@stanford.edu>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 10:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tim Yeskoo
Speculator, NY 12164

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

timbury2@gmail.com
Sunday, December 18, 2016 9:17 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness proposal

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to give my opinion on the classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract and adjacent lands
of the southern High Peaks.
I am strongly in favor of classifying these lands as Wilderness. Specifically, I want the state to expand the
Wilderness designation to protect about two-thirds of the sensitive High Peaks land in the 20,500-acre Boreas
tract.
Most importantly, I would like to see a one-mile Wilderness buffer zone to the south of Boreas Pond, for the
protection of this pristine Pond. None of the four proposed plans go far enough to accomplish this, yet this buffer
zone is critically important.
The Wilderness areas in New York State have been drawing me into the Adirondacks throughout my life and have
immeasurably added to the quality of my life. They are a true gift to our descendants and they need protection and
preservation, and it thrills me that there is currently an opportunity such as this to expand those protections. It has
always given me great pride as a New Yorker to know this state has long been in the vanguard of protecting these
important wilderness areas for the people of this state and beyond. Wilderness areas will only become
increasingly critical to the human and natural ecology of the world as time marches on. This is a wonderful
opportunity to make a difference!
Sincerely,
Donald Timmons, PhD
Newfield, NY 14867

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timmy salit <Timmylax21@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:44 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Timmylax21@gmail.com
realname: Timmy salit
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 610 blakenham ct
city: Johns creek
State: GA
zipcode: 30022
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy <Wadsworth@webpro2.speedingbits.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 8:13 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Wadsworth
realname: Timothy
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: Po box 177
city: Northville
State: NY
zipcode: 12134
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy A Rivers <wto87@Yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 8:14 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: wto87@Yahoo.com
realname: Timothy A Rivers
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 320 Dayton Road
city: Potsdam
State: NY
zipcode: 13676
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Andersen <tandersen@cscos.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Timothy Andersen
5967 Lakeshore Road
Cicero, NY 13039
315-807-9831

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy B. Touchette <shamrock@capital.net>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 2:54 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: shamrock@capital.net
realname: Timothy B. Touchette
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1055 Deerland Road, PO Box 205
city: Long Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12847
Comments: The best plan is Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract. It provides a balanced and fair use of the
properties. NO ONE wants to protect the Adirondack Park more than those of us who live in the Adirondack Park.
NO ONE knows the Adirondack Park as well as those who live in the Adirondack Park. It make sense to accept
the recommendation of the supervisors of Newcomb, North Hudson, Minerva, Indian Lake and Long Lake. Thank
you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Behuniak <t_behuniak@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 6:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands must be Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Timothy Behuniak
73 Rugar Street
SPB #2539
Plattsburgh, NY 12901
5184911092

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Behuniak <t_behuniak@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 2:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Behuniak
Latham, NY 12110

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Billings <billingstp@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 4:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Billings
Chapel hill, NC 27510

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Boell <tboell@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 5:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Access

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I am a NY State Snowmobiler and a tax payer.
In regards to the Boreas Ponds access I support this area be classified as Wild Forest and believe that Alternative 1 is in

everyone's best interest. All the property south of Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as Wild Forest. The
area within the perimeter road around Boreas Ponds should be classified Wild Forest.
The area north of the ponds should be classified as wilderness connecting to the High Peaks Wilderness area. The area

near and around of the roads does not have the character of “untrammeled by man” and therefore should be classified as Wild
Forest.

The Ponds are not natural and have been enhanced by a spillway and impoundment. The spillways and impoundment
should be left so that the current level of the ponds is not diminished. The spillways and impoundments will take
maintenance and therefore must be classified as Wild Forest to allow for administrative maintenance vehicles.
A Wild Forest corridor must be provided up to the south end of the Boreas Pond to allow for disabled access up to the
pond. This is a unique opportunity for disabled access where roads are already built and no trees need be cut. It is not
reasonable to propose a one mile cut trail for the disabled to bring canoes and kayaks to the pond.

Notwithstanding the classification of the property in general, Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as Wild
Forest to potentially allow for the use of the roads as snowmobile trails in the future. The trail will provide a snowmobile trail route
to connect Newcomb to North Hudson which would involve the cutting of a minimum of trees.
The tract of land contains over 50 miles of logging roads, multiple bridges that can carry 100,000 pound logging trucks, many
culverts, camp structures, has been logged for about 100 years by Finch Pruyn, and contained at one time a lodge and high voltage
power lines.

Finch Pruyn has demonstrated with their 100 years of stewardship of this property that a great deal of access can occur
without a negative impact to the quality of this state acquisition.
Thank you.

Tim Boell Mobile 917-880-8619

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Burris <timburrconstruction@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 7:03 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,
I have hiked in to the ponds its beautiful...I also rode snowmobiles in as a kid...in the late 60's..don't see any evidence of past
use..these roads we plan on using are present no cutting trees.
If left to the hiking(green) community they will leave fecal evidence everywhere just like the High Peaks ( stopped hiking because
of it) I have 23 peaks but I also think the snowmobile community will bring revenue that green shirts cannot. Your minds are
already made I'm sure ...this just a big show but snowmobiler lives matter! We deserve a small chunk of this beauty also ! The trail
doesn't come that close to the ponds anyway!

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Callahan <tgcallahan92@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 9:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I do NOT support Adirondack Mountain Clubs highly restrictive recommendations and prefer the state DEC to
propose a Use Plan that accommodates use by a variety of people and ability levels.
Sincerely,
Timothy Callahan
3816 Eider Down Path
Liverpool, NY 13090
315-944-0825

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Connolly <connoltm@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 11:52 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Connolly
182 Milner Avenue
Albany , NY 12208

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Domanski <timmyd@huntrealestate.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Timothy Domanski
3875 Harvard St.
Hamburg, NY 14075
716-440-9378

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Gass <tlgass60@gmail.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 5:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Gass
PO Box 144
Gloucester Point, VA 23062

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Hanlon <5tenthundercrimp@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 10:01 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Hanlon
75 montcalm st
Lake george, NY 12845

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy j pine <pinescs@frontiernet.net>
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:27 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pinescs@frontiernet.net
realname: Timothy j pine
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 6123 nys rte 28
city: indian lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy J. Holt Sr. <tholt002@nycap.rr.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 6:33 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: tholt002@nycap.rr.com
realname: Timothy J. Holt Sr.
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 122 pine grove drive
city: troy
State: NY
zipcode: 12180
Comments: Dear Governor Cuomo and APA Representatives: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest
classification that will keep the existing roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while
putting in place common‐sense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way,
be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the
site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the
road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas
Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those
properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack
forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors to the region. Thank you. Tim Holt Sr. Troy‐Brunswick
Submit: Send It
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TImothy Johnston <tj.j@me.com>
Thursday, December 08, 2016 9:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Timothy J. Johnston Jr.

46er 6499
Former ADK Professional Trail Crew Member
Paul Smith's Graduate

TImothy Johnston
Fort Edward , NY 12828

From:
Sent:
To:
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Timothy Leach <tleach18@gmail.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 7:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Leach
PO Box 857
Old Forge, NY 13420
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Timothy Martin <Timm2365@hotmail.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 11:41 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Timm2365@hotmail.com
realname: Timothy Martin
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 46 Lausanne Lane
city: Lake Luzerne
State: NY
zipcode: 12846
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Timothy McGarry
222i9 County rt 10
Westport, NY 12993
5189624331

From:
Sent:
To:
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Timothy McGreevy <tmcgreevy32@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 10:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy McGreevy
Darien center , NY 14040
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email: Dado@nycap.rr.com
realname: Timothy Meehan
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 8 Northwood Court
city: Ballston Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12019
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Tuesday, November 15, 2016 1:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

timothy morgan
Brasher Falls, NY 13613-0083
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Timothy Mount <timmount@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 18, 2016 8:34 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I support alternative 4 for the Boreas Ponds. We cannot have too much wilderness in the Park. Economically, wilderness is one
of the biggest draws for the Park.
The best way to see the Boreas Ponds is by water. I suggest the DEC place canoes and kayaks at the ponds for use by the public
this is done at Camp Santanoni and I think it's a great idea.
Timothy Mount
Elizabethtown NY
518 873 3219
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Timothy Mullarney <timothymullarney@gmail.com>
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gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: timothymullarney@gmail.com
realname: Timothy Mullarney
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3678 Lake Shore Drive
city: Lake George
State: NY
zipcode: 12845
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
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Timothy Mullen <Tmichaelmullen@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 10:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Mullen
7586
Lockport , NY 14094
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Sent:
To:
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Timothy Mullen <tmichaelmullen@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:52 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Mullen
7586 lincoln ave
Lockport , NY 14094

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Rapczynski <tim.rapczynski@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 12:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Rapczynski
Colton, NY 13625

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Ritz <timo3r@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 5:02 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Ritz
106 Milton Ave. Apt. 3
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Shore <timshorerules@Gmail.com>
Monday, November 21, 2016 6:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Shore
460 s main 124
North Syracuse, NY 13212

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Simard <Jeffsimard72@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 08, 2016 10:04 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Jeffsimard72@gmail.com
realname: Timothy Simard
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2057 Dewar Rd
city: Ballston Spa
State: NY
zipcode: 12020
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Topor <ttopor@gibraltarchimney.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:26 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Timothy Topor
4635 Tonawanda Creek Rd.
North Tonawanda, NY 14120

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Watson <watson.timothy.m@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 12:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Watson
Rhinelander, WI 54501

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Weeks <tjweek20@colby.edu>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 4:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Weeks
Bedford, NH 03110

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Wittig <iarejenius@gmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 3:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Timothy Wittig
274 Huger Street Apt 315
Charleston, SC 29403

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tina Helms <Tihelms@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 11:38 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Tihelms@yahoo.com
realname: Tina Helms
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 75 Sanford lane
city: Newcomb
State: NY
zipcode: 12852
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tina johnson <fishinwater34@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 10:28 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

tina johnson
carlisle, PA 17013

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tina Olson <tinaolson45@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:06 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tina Olson
Old Forge, NY 13420

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tippynine@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Claudia Devinney
<tippynine@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Claudia Devinney
6786 Westview Dr
Perry, NY 14530-9763

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tishnyc@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Amanda Elliot <tishnyc@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 11:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Amanda Elliot
414 E 117th St
New York, NY 10035-5015

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

TJ Chao <tj21@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 1:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

TJ Chao
7011 east ave
Livermore, CA 94551

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

TJ Rumer <rumertj@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 8:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

TJ Rumer
406 holly dr
Marmora, NJ 08223

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tjorling@roadrunner.com
Monday, November 28, 2016 9:41 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Thomas Jorling
4B Pinehurst Rd
Saranac Lake, NY 12983
414 N. Hemlock Ln.
Williamstown, MA 01267
November 29, 2016
Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99, 1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Dear Ms Regan;

The Adirondack Park Agency has pending before it the classification of lands and
waters comprising the Boreas pond tract. This action represents the final step in an
historic process beginning with the acquisition of these lands by the Nature
Conservancy followed by the acquisition from the Nature Conservancy by the state of
New York and now the pending classification decision.
The decision by the Adirondack Park Agency regarding this parcel is anything but
routine. It is a decision that must be made in the context of New York’s historic role in
establishing the Forest Preserve and the Adirondack Park. The decision must be made
from the perspective of history and the decision must be made as a part of that history;
that is, as a decision that will be judged not now, but 100 years from now.
This is not a decision simply weighing the views of those interests advocating now. It is
a decision that will affect and be viewed by New Yorkers generations hence. The
Agency, as an arm of the state of New York must represent that view in making this
decision. Simply put, the Agency must follow in the tradition of the great New York
conservationists on whose shoulders the Agency now stands.
The portions of the Boreas pond tract lying north of the Boreas ponds and Gulf Brooke
roads, lands that abut the High Peaks and Dix Mountain wilderness, must be classified
as wilderness. The spur Road from the Boreas and Gulf Brook roads leading to the dam
should be closed. Maintenance of this dam can be accomplished by pedestrian access
along the spur road, converted to a disabled access trail with any heavy materials
needed in such maintenance operations supplied by air. There is no reason to
jeopardize the integrity of the wilderness area by a road sufficient to carry vehicular
traffic.
This decision is an opportunity for the members of this Adirondack Park Agency to
contribute to the legacy of New York State. Please do not squander it by attempting to
adjudicate contemporary interests. This is too important a decision to be a business as
usual political decision. This decision represents an action that will be judged by
history.

Given the pressures of continued population growth, the environmental impact of
landscape development , climate change and forces we cannot now predict, it is
abundantly clear that wilderness and life supporting ecosystems will be threatened. A
decision by the Agency on the Boreas Ponds will assure that the generations that follow
in New York will have access to natural systems that are likely to be increasingly
scarce. Please act now to preserve that character and designate the portions of the
tract North of the Gulf Brook and Boreas Ponds roads as wilderness.

Sincerely Yours,
Thomas Jorling

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

toadsalad17@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jeffrey Ward
<toadsalad17@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Jeffrey Ward
300 W 145th St Apt 5Q
New York, NY 10039-3145

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Butler <tbutler@causewave.org>
Monday, November 28, 2016 5:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack
Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew
Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from the ponds at
LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it by a permit system if
judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most
knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that
these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Todd Butler
82 Briar Hill
Rochester, NY 14626

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Devenish <todddevenish@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 7:18 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Todd Devenish
8 Hampton Cir
Scarborough, ME 04074
2078011997

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd G <toddg46pk@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:31 PM
ClassificationComments
2016 ‐ 2017 Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Attn: Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99, 1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
I am emailing to submit comments on the APA’s 2016-2017 Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
My comments are as follows:

Boreas Ponds Tract
For the Boreas Ponds Tract, I feel that a ‘Wilderness’ designation is appropriate for the entire tract as well as the lands located
South of the tract all the way to Route 2. As a result, I suggest creating an additional alternative that would classify the Boreas
Ponds tract as ‘Wilderness’ and reclassify the forest lands south of the tract from ‘Wild Forest’ to ‘Wilderness’. I do not support
either Alternatives 1 or 2 because these alternatives could allow motorized vehicles to have direct access to the Boreas Ponds.
Also, although Alternatives 3 and 4 increase the amount of land designated as ‘Wilderness’, these areas should be increased in
order to provide an adequate "Wilderness" buffer adjacent to the ponds in order to protect them from unauthorized motorized
vehicles.

HM-05 Classification, Good Luck Tract
For HM-05, is it possible to classify the entire tract as ‘Wilderness’? ` This area is adjacent to ‘Wilderness’ and it would be
beneficial to provide additional protections. If it is not possible to classify the entire parcel as "Wilderness", then the reason should
be stated in Appendix A.
Thank you for reviewing my comments.
Todd Gardner
Albany, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Martin <sillynpink@hotmail.com>
Thursday, November 24, 2016 8:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Todd Martin
stone ridge, NY 12484

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Sagin <todsagin@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 2:14 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once‐in‐a‐life‐time opportunity
to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough to protect the Boreas
Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be classified as Wilderness. Anything
less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to
classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and
money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other parts of the Park, it seems counter‐intuitive for the state to
potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a limited parking
area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without compromising the ecological integrity of
the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Adirondack
Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly protects the Boreas
Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Todd Sagin
1805 Hillcrest Road
Glenside, PA 19038
215‐233‐9529

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Saxum <Tsaxum@rochester.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 2:40 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Tsaxum@rochester.rr.com
realname: Todd Saxum
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1170 Ridge Road
city: Webster
State: NY
zipcode: 14580
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Scardina <tscardina08@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 8:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Todd Scardina
Denver, CO 80209

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Vanvolkinburg <todd.vanvolkinburg@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 7:39 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Todd Vanvolkinburg
Conklin, NY 13748

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Adamski <tadamski8@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 11:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
As an open space manager for my town,I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds
tract. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the
ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the
ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to
the Blue Ridge Highway. ATV use is damaging to the environment and disturbs other visitors to the park, and wildlife. Visitors
on foot create no such disturbance. In addition, ATV use is very hard to control once they are permitted into an area.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make the best of this
opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Tom Adamski
18A Heritage Village
Southbury, CT 06488
203‐888‐7888

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Alesi <alesi.thomas.j@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 8:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Alesi
Rochester, NY 14520

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom and Kathy Bebee <tbebee@twcny.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:39 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species (as has recently happened in Indian Lake). The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is
historic in nature, and we must get it right to preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure Boreas Ponds forever remain true Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tom and Kathy Bebee
Tom and Kathy Bebee
219 Scott Ave
Syracuse, NY 13219
3154881379

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Baumgartner <tomcbaumgartner@outlook.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 2:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Baumgartner
Rochester, NY 14621

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Bessette <12footlow@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 11:52 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tom Bessette
33 Summit Road
Delmar, NY 12054

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Bettison <tomebettison@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 3:26 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Bettison
Austin, TX 9000000

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Brekke <tom.brekke@gmail.co>
Monday, December 12, 2016 10:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (DSEIS) in which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds
Tract, which I feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas
Ponds, and none satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the
Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one
of the intrinsic Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor
vehicle use will also threaten the protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1
wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams,
roads, and gravel pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary,
but also the maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with
Wilderness guidelines. This means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no
differently than other existing dams in Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine
additions to the Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer
size of the tract, and the fact that it is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a
powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making
portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any eastern state, for that matter. Think West
Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range
from bad to unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a
wild landscape, solitary and secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for
protecting a rare and wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all
the way into the heart of the property—not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for
maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest, remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that
the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet our public officials are preoccupied with
roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car
and venturing into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its
sensuous beauty. In a world of artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our
species began. Many of us will always heed the call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds
Tract, not the least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for
more Wilderness!

Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Brekke
2010 Rattlesnake Dr
Missoula, MT 59802
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

TOM BROOKS <tbrooks5319@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 9:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
TOM BROOKS
1176 WENDELL AVENUE
Schenectady, NY 12308
518-372-7390
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Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Tom Butler <tbutler@gmavt.net>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 12:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Tom Butler; Marisa Riggi
RE Boreas Ponds classification
NWT comment on Boreas Ponds classification.docx
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_______________
Tom Butler, President
Northeast Wilderness Trust
newildernesstrust.org

NWT comment on Boreas Ponds classification.docx

Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Post Office Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

December 29, 16

Dear Ms. Regan,
The Northeast Wilderness Trust thanks the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) for the opportunity to
comment on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) for the amendment to
the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (SLMP) to classify the Boreas Ponds tract, Casey Brook
tract and MacIntyre East and West tracts.
The Trust’s supporters are deeply committed to protecting wilderness areas across the Northeast, and in
the Adirondack Park specifically, for their ecological, recreational, spiritual, and economic values.
Northeast Wilderness Trust holds both fee-owned lands and conservation easements within the
Adirondack Park, both to help serve the conservation vision of individual landowners and to help
enhance the values of publicly owned lands in the Forest Preserve. While the Trust rarely comments on
matters of public policy, we do so in matters directly related to our core values and organizational
mission. Various board members and supporters of the Wilderness Trust have been privileged to visit
the Boreas Ponds tract, and we are compelled to offer our opinion on the pending classification, on
behalf of the Trust.
We call upon the Adirondack Park Agency to reject all four Alternatives for the Boreas Ponds
classification, and to select a new alternative that protects the Boreas Ponds, Casey Brook tract, and
MacIntyre East and West tracts, and the Dix Mountain Wilderness as a new expanded High Peaks
Wilderness. The Boreas Ponds tract must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less than a Wilderness
classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding, sabotaging this
opportunity for a Wilderness experience. At more than 280,000 acres, this property would rival the scale
of Rocky Mountain National Park and would be larger than Baxter State Park, the preeminent publicly
owned wilderness area in New England.
A Magnificent Addition to the Forest Preserve
The signature piece of this new acquisition is the Boreas Ponds tract. Remote and relatively
unfragmented by its previous owners (Finch, Pruyn & Co. and The Nature Conservancy), Boreas Ponds
appears to be largely free of invasive species. It is ecologically healthy and biologically rich. It provides
some of the state’s most intact and diverse wildlife habitat including the state’s highest elevation
wetland. More than 50 miles of rivers and streams, primarily within the Upper Hudson Watershed, run
through the tract, including Boreas River, LeClaire, Casey, Slide, and White Lily brooks. Adirondack
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forests filter water and air while providing a unique variety of healthy and popular recreational
opportunities for citizens of local communities and citizens of the world.
Resource Protection is Paramount
The APA has a mandate through the SLMP to classify state lands in accordance with their
characteristics and capacity to withstand use. As was noted in the DSEIS, “the protection and
preservation of the natural resources of the State lands within the Park must be paramount. Human
use and enjoyment of those lands should be permitted and encouraged, so long as the resources in their
physical and biological context, as well as their social or psychological aspects are not degraded.”
(SLMP, page 1.) This passage directs the Agency to avoid conversations about uses, until a thorough
and detailed scientific assessment of the resource has been completed, in order to ascertain the capacity
of the resource to withstand human impacts. Furthermore, when looking at the characteristics of the
Boreas Ponds, it is crucial to also take into consideration the ability for this landscape to restore itself to
a condition that is generally primeval in character. Using that information, the Agency must classify the
parcel according to the facts and data that it is presented. During the Unit Management Planning
process, uses are then considered within the context of the classification, with the Department of
Environmental Conservation leading that process. This classification decision is for the APA to make,
focusing on science and the mandates of the SLMP.
The Boreas Ponds tract contains more than 1,800 acres of wetlands, with one particular wetland nearing
1,000 acres in size. Due to their association with open water, there are areas of value 1 wetlands on the
Boreas Ponds tract. According to Part 578.5 of the Agency’s Rules and Regulations:
Wetlands associated with open water provide breeding and spawning areas as well as food and cover
for wildlife and fish using the open water. They are an integral part of open water ecosystems and
provide natural nutrient exchange. They purify water entering the open water and may improve its
quality whether measured in rate of flow, dissolved oxygen content, clarity, or ionic content. They often
provide temporary storm water storage and ameliorate downstream flooding. Wetlands with over 20
acres within the mean high water mark of lake, ponds, rivers and streams are integral parts of those
water bodies and can dramatically affect quality and flow in those waterbodies and are rated highest
(1).
If this wetland, and a number of others identified in the DSEIS. have been rated as value 1, then we must
ask why there is no alternative offered that provides the consideration of a motor-free wetland, which
science supports as the best way to ensure that the resource is not degraded? This should be a base
consideration in the APA's alternatives analysis. Since the Boreas waterway is a tributary to the
headwaters of the mighty Hudson River, and has the highest elevation wetland in the Adirondacks and
New York, the state must, at a minimum, provide the consideration for the highest order of protection
that can be granted. If this decision is to be based on the science and the mandates of the SLMP, then a
Wilderness classification for Boreas Ponds is the required option.
As we face a changing climate, the Northeast Wilderness Trust compels Governor Cuomo and his
Adirondack Park Agency to realize the potential of the Boreas Ponds tract as a buffer from climaterelated impacts to sensitive species and human communities. During weather events that deposit high
levels of precipitation, these wetlands play an important role in modulating the flow of water in the
watershed, reducing flooding and erosion. Wetlands also filter pollutants and purify water and provide
critical habitat for many species of plants and animals. The functions of these impressive wetlands
would prove too costly to replicate, therefore we must preserve this critical component of the Upper
Hudson River Watershed.
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A Spectacular Wildlife Refuge
The Boreas Ponds contain globally significant habitats that currently provide homes for a number of
important species, and will provide refuge for species in the face of climate change. While walking on
this property, one can find Boreal Upland Forest, Northern Swamp and Wet Meadow/Shrub Marsh. An
analysis of the content of the Boreas Ponds shows that brook trout, white suckers and pumpkinseed (a
native sunfish) are present. Pumpkinseed, cutlips minnow, eastern blacknose dace, slimy sculpin, and
common shiner were also surveyed upstream from Boreas Ponds. The white suckers appear to be a
unique, heritage strain fish, genetically linked to white sucker populations in other areas of the
watershed, including Elk Lake and Upper Ausable Lake. There is no evidence of invasive fishes present
on the Boreas tract (DEC 2016, iMapInvasives 2016).
This tract and surrounding mountains provide future refuge for species at risk to climate change impacts,
including the gray jay, olive-sided flycatcher, Bicknell’s thrush, blackpoll warbler, moose, and mink
frog. The 1980 and 2000 Breeding Bird Atlas surveys documented a total of 64 and 52 protected avian
species on the Boreas Ponds tract. The tract’s vast, high-quality, undisturbed wetlands provide an
annual migratory refuge for countless species. Allowing motorized uses and associated road
maintenance to continue around and north of the ponds, would permit the continued fragmentation of
important bird habitat.
The connectivity of the Boreas Ponds tract, Casey Brook tract, and MacIntyre East and West Tracts to
the current High Peaks Wilderness presents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create the largest
contiguous tract of Wilderness in the Northeastern United States. Large Wilderness Areas present rare
opportunities to host keystone predators and megafauna, which, when present, indicate a thriving
landscape. The degrading road network that once existed on this tract will quickly be reclaimed by
nature in the coming decades, thereby reducing fragmentation and enabling shy and sensitive species to
roam more freely.
Roads are also the single greatest vector of invasive species spread and infestation in the Adirondack
Park. The Boreas tract is largely free of invasive species. Use and maintenance of a road to the Boreas
Ponds invites contamination by both aquatic and terrestrial invasive plants, animals, insects, and other
organisms that would be harmful to native species. Nine amphibians and reptiles have been documented
in the New York State DEC Herp Atlas Project (HAP 2016) for the general Boreas Ponds area. These
observations, however, were in areas outside of the Boreas Ponds tract and point to the need for further
surveys to be conducted. Lacking them, the most prudent action would be to classify all waters and
wetlands as Wilderness.
Prior Uses do not Discount Opportunity for Wilderness
Given the visibility and role of established facilities as a component of classification, particularly with
regard to the existing road network and the dams at LaBier Flow and the lower Boreas Pond, the
Northeast Wilderness Trust rejects the argument that the Boreas Ponds tract does not meet the
predominant measures for Wilderness. As has been stated, the story of Wilderness both in the
Adirondacks and across America, is the story of reclamation and regeneration.
That previous logging operations and road networks were built on the tract as a component of those
operations does not preclude the parcel from meeting the much higher standards of the classification
criteria. Many Wilderness Areas of the Park, including the Blue Ridge, Mckenzie Mountain, Siamese
Ponds, and Whitney, all saw significant timber harvesting before coming into the Forest Preserve.
Nothing relating to past forest management activities on the parcel prevents it from being classified as
Wilderness under the SLMP.
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Wilderness is Getting Rarer Globally
A study published by The Nature Conservancy in September 2016 showed that wilderness areas are still
declining rapidly across the globe. New research shows that 9.6 percent of all global wilderness areas
have disappeared in the last 20 years. Our remaining wild lands will face continued pressure from those
who want to build homes and businesses on the last undeveloped places in the Northeast. That will only
make wilderness areas more rare and valuable to future generations.
This new Wilderness would help to enhance New York’s reputation for outstanding wild lands
stewardship and careful environmental protection. It would show that “Forever Wild” is more than just
an ideal. It would also demonstrate our state’s commitment to protecting the Hudson River Watershed.
It is our heritage and our greatest gift to future generations.
On behalf of Northeast Wilderness Trust, we encourage you to reorient the current classification process
and create a true wilderness option for these exceptional lands.
Sincerely,
Tom Butler, President
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Tom Cobb
11 Beach Court
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
5860343
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tom Dickinson
8 Fir Tree Ln
Jamesville, NY 13078
3156846548
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Donavon
1936 Saranac Ave Box 191
Lake Placid, NY 12946
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To:
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Donavon
Lake Placid , NY 12946
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To:
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Tom Donavon <tommyjames464@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 10:58 AM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Donavon
1936 Saranac Ave Box 191
Lake Placid, NY 12946
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Donavon <tommyjames464@gmail.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 1:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tom Donavon
1936 Saranac Ave Box191
Lake Placid, NY 12946
518.302.5105
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Sent:
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Tom Donavon <tommyjames464@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 9:04 AM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Donavon
Lake Placid, NY 12946

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Ermer <termer49@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Sir's, I am writing to comment on the land purchase of the Boreas Tract of land in the Adirondacks. I stand with Alternative
1. This is public land that has had access for years with roads, trails and bridges. I am 67 years old and probably will never hike
into a wilderness area for extended periods of time. With the roads available to this area I can see it's beauty. I live in the Buffalo
area and visit the Adirondacks yearly always looking for new places to hike and kayak. If this is classified as "Wilderness" I will
never get to see it. Please DO NOT classify it this way, I want to have access to it. It was purchased with taxpayer money and
there is enough land already for the wilderness people.
Thank you.
Tom Ermer

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Gebbie <tgebbie@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 9:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable. None of them
promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands. I
urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds, the watershed
around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected as Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an accessible trail to the
ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and would threaten some of the purest
waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and invasive species.
The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to preserve our Adirondack legacy
for future generations. Please take this once‐in‐a‐lifetime opportunity to ensure Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tom Gebbie,
Lover of the Adirondack Wilderness
Tom Gebbie
418 Yoder Rd
Harleysville, PA 19438
215‐264‐5506

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Gebbie <tgebbie@verizon.net>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 4:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Gebbie
Harleysville, PA 19438

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Gerety <Tomgerety@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 4:18 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tom Gerety
530 Canaan Road
Canaan, NY 12029
518-781-0627

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Gilbert <tgilbert4@nycap.rr.com>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 11:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Access

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Attn. Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning APA;
Thank you for an opportunity to comment on the Boreas Ponds Classification.
As a retired NYS Legal Services Advocate for persons with disabilities, it certainly would seem that the Boreas
Ponds area would be a fantastic opportunity for all of us to experience the beauty of the Adirondacks.
I would like to add my support to Governor Cuomo's broad vision for this unique tract of land and encourage the
passage of Alternative 1.
Thomas Gilbert

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Grett <tg22@ptd.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 3:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tom Grett
507 Arrowhead Trail
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
5705827361

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Grett <tg22@ptd.net>
Friday, November 04, 2016 7:15 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Tom Grett
507 Arrowhead Trail
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
5705827361

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Grett <tg22@ptd.net>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 9:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Grett
507 Arrowhead Trail
Sinking Spring, PA 19608

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Grett <tg22@ptd.net>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 12:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Tom Grett
507 Arrowhead Trail
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
5705827361

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Grimes <twgrimes@outlook.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:42 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Tom Grimes
13714 allis rd
albion, NY 14411
5857349720

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Guettler <tguettler@gwu.edu>
Monday, December 05, 2016 11:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Guettler
80 Porter St.
North Adams, MA 01247

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Hammond <tomhammond71@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 6:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hello‐
This email is in regards to the acceptance of written comments on the Boreas Ponds Classification. I feel that this tract
of land should be open to all New Yorkers, young and old, physically fit and disabled. Therefore, I believe that
Alternative 1 would be the best classification to allow all New Yorkers the opportunity to enjoy nature while protecting it
at the same time.
Thank you,
Tom Hammond

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Howes <tahowes@msn.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 7:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Howes
Orleans , MA 02662

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Klim <tklim7458@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 8:23 AM
ClassificationComments
Thoughts on classification of Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I am a life long 59+ years hiker, kayaker, skier (both Nordic and downhill), camper etc in the ADK's.
Yesterday I rode my mountain bike into the Ponds. My observation was that the dirt road was far more impacted by horses
hooves and horse manure on the roads than by my mountain bike. Actually the footprints of hikers (walkers) were deeper than the
imprint from my tires.
I suggest the Boreas Ponds Purchase be opened up to self propelled vehicles. Bikes, kayak carts, bike carts, walking /hiking etc
as no noise or any other type of pollution would seem to be added to the area by the use of self propelled recreation vehicles.
I would make an special rule for electric wheel chairs being used by handicapped individuals as I do not believe they would
negatively impact the area.
My guess is that local business people believe tourism would benefit from allowing access by a wide range of motorized vehicles. I
believe motorized vehicles would cause noise, water and land pollution would negatively impact other users and the environment.
I would suggest at a minimum that carts used to transport kayaks and canoes which are pushed or pulled should be allowed.
I suggest that the use of horses anywhere is far more damaging than bikes based on my observations, so anywhere horses are
allowed bikes should be allowed.
No matter what your decision is you will anger some people, but I believe allowing use of non-motorized vehicles in this relatively
flat region with the old logging roads either obvious, or underlying many of the trails, is a reasonable compromise position which
will not harm the environment in this area, or degrade the experience of those who choose to walk/hike while visiting.
PS: Pardon spelling my spelling and punctuation errors I just wanted to pass along my observations and thoughts without a great
deal of proof reading.
Tom Klim
14 Alden Court
Delmar NY 12054
518-461-8633
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email: tlanders2010@gmail.com
realname: Tom Lander3s
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 509 14th Ave
city: Belmar
State: NJ
zipcode: 07719
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: scotchsettlement@yahoo.com
realname: Tom Langtry
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 6
city: Gouverneur
State: NY
zipcode: 13642
Comments: I support Alternative 1 for Boreas Ponds. This balanced approach would allow for a variety of
recreational uses, including bicycling around the ponds, while still protecting the environment. I believe that
Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild
Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The infrastructure created
during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That same infrastructure is
contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild Forest, according to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a somewhat higher degree of
human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas
Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation
requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is
not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man created more
than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its
commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it
is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the
Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the environment and economic development that
the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and
hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some
measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Laszlo
Sryacuse, NY 13219
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

tom lovejoy
48 burying hill road
greenwich, CT 06831
2036614833
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To: Ms. Kathleen D. Regan,
I am a resident of Ohio but for years have vacationed in the Adirondack Park. It represents a wilderness area still unspoiled by
development and the encroachment of motorized and other high-impact uses.
I am especially concerned about the Boreas Ponds and the entire watershed east, west, and north of the ponds as well as a onemile area buffer to the north. The APA's proposals for this precious region are not true Wilderness proposals. They don't protect
the ponds, wetlands, shorelines and forests around the Ponds and, of most concern to me, allow motorized use. Motorized access
to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds would be acceptable, as well as a trail to the ponds for people with disabilities.
Please use your influence to help classify and manage the Boreas Ponds and their watershed as Wilderness. This tract contains
some of the Park's purest waters and its wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat.
Thank you,
Tom McDonald
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It’s not unreasonable to set aside a certain amount of land as wilderness but there needs to be limits set and
consideration given to all segments of the population – not just those few whose span of interest is limited and
narrowly focused.
The spending of state monies must take into consideration all the population not just those of a limited special interest
group.
The matter of managing invasive species is a red herring more appropriately addressed by means other than restricting
usage of and access to state lands.
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email: Tmoynihan@nc.rr.com
realname: Tom Moynihan
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: Box 256
city: Cleverdale
State: NY
zipcode: 12820
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselvek aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom ONeal <doneal16@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:21 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Tom ONeal
113 Pinecrest Rd.
Durham, NC 27705
919-724-0387
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Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Tom O'Neal
113 Pinecrest Rd.
Durham, NC 27705
9197240387
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email: tpolk@hvc.rr.com
realname: Tom Polk
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 104 Arnold Drive
city: Kingston
State: NY
zipcode: 12401
Comments: I am writing to support the classification of the Boreas Ponds property as indicated by "Alternative 1."
By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for bicyclists to use the existing
logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders through heavily wooded
areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the Adirondack High Peaks.
Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could disembark and walk
the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse through snow, the Boreas can
even become a four-season bicycling destination. This area would be using existing roads that really don't merit
the classification of 'wilderness.' I have hiked in the Adirondack Park in the High Peaks Wilderness and it is truly
wild. The properties that were owned by the paper company and are now State-owned are not in the same
ballpark. I urge you to choose Alternative 1 and allow the Boreas Ponds to be used by a wide range of those who
enjoy the outdoors. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: tommpowell@yahoo.com
realname: Tom Powell
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 37 Apres Circle
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: I am contacting you in regards to the Boreas Ponds Classification and to lend my voice to the support for a Wild
Forest Classification. It goes without saying that a multi‐use classification like the wild forest, which allows recreational
activities such as mountain biking, snowmobiling, canoeing, etc. is the best compromise, allowing the public the broadest use
of this land. The current land is anything but pristine, having been logged and utilized for many years. It has established road
ways used for logging and dams on the ponds, as well as lodges built for vacationers. It would seem almost inappropriate to
classify this land under as a wilderness area. My family is located in Queensbury, NY and we are avid hikers, mountain bikers,
fisherman, and snowmobilers who frequent the Adirondack park for these activities. As a Sr. Operations Manager at
Angiodynamics in Glens Falls, I also know many of my co‐workers who share similar interests, also support an Adirondack park
that is open to recreational act
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tom Sherman
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
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email: Stick1990@aol.com
realname: Tom steinruck
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5011 club drive
city: Reading
State: PA
zipcode: 19606
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Attention: Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning Adirondack Park Agency
Hi. I would like to log my support for alternative 1 in the Boreas Ponds Classification discussion. I feel this represents the most
balanced approach to the use of the Boreas Ponds land.
There are a number of logging roads, bridges and camps through the area which already lend itself to travel through the land. It
is, therefore, not a pristine, untouched piece of property to begin with as evidenced by the logging that has gone on there for
years. I feel it is important to at least keep the areas around the roads as Wild Forest rather than Wilderness to provide access
for vehicles to bring in canoes and kayaks to the pond as well as to provide for connective trails for snowmobiles between
North Hudson and Newcomb.
I hope you strike the best balance here by preserving the quality of the land, yet providing access to as many as possible by
choosing Alternative 1.
Thank you.
Thomas Timbie
Rainbow Lake, NY
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email: anolan1364@yahoo.com
realname: Tom Tyler
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 646 Ledge Hill Road
city: Westport
State: NY
zipcode: 12993
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a lifelong Adirondacker, I support Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds which does not allow road
use, motorized equipment or bicycles. Very little of this land is left in the U.S. and we need this classification in the
Adirondacks.
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Tom VandeWater
110 Orebed Road
Colton, NY 13625
3153868561
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email: Twag10@gmail.com
realname: Tom Wagner
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 6352 Hawes Rd
city: Altamont
State: NY
zipcode: 12009
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Att: APA
Please find attached my comment letter regarding the land classification issues now before the park agency.
Thanks, Tom Williams
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Ms. Kathy Regan
Deputy Director Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

12/30/16

Re: APA Classification Package
Dear Ms. Regan,
I recently attended the final public hearing held in Albany, NY at which time I offered some
brief comments on the land classifications which are now before the agency. The three
minute time period, while appropriate for a public meeting, doesn’t allow enough time to
accurately convey detailed comments on this important subject, so I offer the following.
Like many of the folks who attended the various hearings, I wear a number of hats and
have a keen interest in Adirondack issues. I serve as the Region 4 Representative for the
NYS Conservation Fund Advisory Board and as the President of the Adirondack
Landowners Association….so, I have ample experience with natural resource protection,
fish and wildlife management and with stewardship of wild lands and waters. As a former
licensed NYS guide and avid outdoorsman I am vitally concerned about how these forest
preserve lands will be utilized and managed. As a taxpayer, I’m equally concerned how my
tax dollars will be invested and what benefits that investment will provide.
I realize there are around 100 parcels that are open for comment, with a great deal of
attention being placed on the Boreas Tract. I’m not sure how the decisions are made
regarding this process, but ‘bundling’ all these together at one time does not make sense to
me. I’m not sure how anyone could intelligently offer commentary on such a diverse
number of geographic locations. From a strictly process standpoint, it would seem much
more practical to take these in smaller ‘bites’…putting them all together creates confusion
and in my opinion negatively impacts the process. There are some folks I have talked with
who feel this was intentional…hopefully that’s not the case, but it certainly begs the
question.
I have been following this debate for some time now and it is my opinion…that the process
is completely flawed and should be revised;
First, public awareness for Forest Preserve issues including land purchases, classification
and ultimately management, are generally not well known….despite the media attention
this classification debate has received. The general public has little or no voice in land
purchase decisions, and more importantly have very little awareness that these
transactions even take place.
Secondly, rather than 8 public ‘comment hearings’, there should have been 8 public ‘open
houses’, staffed by the APA & DEC…The public should have been invited in for a tour…that

Boreas Comments.docx

way people would have had a chance to see what they bought, learn about the property
first hand and perhaps now, be in a position to offer intelligent & informed comments
regarding access, usage and natural resource protection. Regrettably, that never happened.
Additionally…I would have also invited the members of the NYS Legislature [senate and
assembly]…they approve a budget that includes EPF funding for land acquisition, perhaps
they should see what they are buying with the people’s money….it couldn’t hurt?

I have never been any closer to the Boreas or Macintyre Tracts than the current gate on
Gulf Brook Road….which is probably much closer than the majority of New York
residents…the same ones who paid for these lands. So, I must rely on common sense to
guide me on how the lands should be classified.

Given the long history of well managed commercial timber harvesting, years of access by
leaseholders, extensive infrastructure and excellent private stewardship, these lands have a
proven capacity to co-exist with man. Therefore, I believe that all of these tracts
[Boreas and Macintyre] should be classified entirely as Wild Forest...they do not meet
the definition of wilderness. Furthermore, I am confident that the DEC can craft a Unit Mgt.
Plan that will provide adequate natural resource protection…while at the same time create
new opportunities for the public to use and enjoy these lands. A wild forest classification
really offers the best method for resource protection, despite the rhetoric of those pushing
for wilderness. DEC has the authority through the UMP process to include special
management provisions to deal with almost any issue. Once the wilderness signs go up, the
ability for DEC to manage the lands effectively actually diminishes.
Access for a wide variety of recreational pursuits can provide something for everyone, not
just for a limited few. Local communities in the Adirondacks need new opportunities for
sustainable economic growth…let’s be smart and work with them to find the balance
needed…it can be accomplished.

There has been much talk and commentary concerning invasive species, a subject that has
been part of the debate, and one which I’ve had considerable experience with.
Lines on a map, signs on a tree or locked gates are no guarantee of resource protection…we
only need to look at the current problems in the High Peaks to realize that. Preventing the
spread of invasive species requires education, outreach and most importantly engagement
with the folks who use the outdoors…that is the best way to get the job done. I find it
interesting that the environmental groups are so concerned about protecting the Boreas
Ponds from aquatic invasive species…I only wish they worried about the other lakes and
ponds in the Adirondacks with as much fervor.
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It is interesting to note that when I visited the gate in to Boreas, there was no signage or
educational material about invasive species anywhere…if it’s such a big threat, why wasn’t
some effort made to inform the public. There were certainly lots of stories online about
folks taking various canoes and kayaks to the ponds…how many were properly cleaned
prior to their arrival?? Does anyone know??
Additionally, I feel a more ‘hands on’ approach to the stewardship of the Forest Preserve
would provide many benefits and at the same time offer better protection of the natural
resources and help prevent the spread of invasive species. The best way to do this is with
a wild forest classification for all of the Boreas and Macintyre Tracts.
I’ll leave you with this thought:
Just think about all the time, money, and energy that have gone into this classification
debate…we could have done a lot of outreach, bought a lot of boat washing stations and
hired a lot of stewards…and maybe even hired a few new Forest Rangers. A much better
investment….in my opinion.
Thanks for the opportunity to provide these comments.
Tom Williams
38 Pleasant View Drive
Hudson, NY 12534
518-828-4240

.
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the Ponds. This will allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an
accessible trail leading to the Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Thomas Burke
235 Highland Rd
Rye, NY 10580-1833
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Thomas Wilson
1778 Patterson Rd
Marietta, NY 13110-8739
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tomothy Treahy
5525 Thomas Rd
Canandaigua, NY 14424
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Tom Vullo
1534 84th St
Brooklyn, NY 11228-3132

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tony and Lori Rudy <TRudy1@twcny.rr.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 5:58 AM
ClassificationComments
I support Alternative 1

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Post Office Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Re: Support for Alternative 1
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am a member of the Fingerlakes Trail Runners snowmobile club and I also hike, bike,
fish, hunt, ride motorcycles, generally enjoy the outdoors and fully support Alternative 1
for the Boreas Pond tract. The property has overwhelming evidence of human activity on
it and the road network which was constructed will allow for significant human activity
without damaging the environment. The property does not contain shallow soils as
evidenced by the many gravel pits and does not have steep slopes. The road network
would allow those with physical impairments to get close to the pond to launch a canoe or
kayak without having to cut trees to create a parking area. The Pond and the wetlands
should be protected through the maintenance of the existing dams. The pond perimeter
road should be available for bicycling and snowmobiling. Gulf Brook Road and the road to
the west of the four corners should under all circumstances remain available for a
snowmobile trail so that a new trail would not have to be created by cutting trees for that
distance.
Thank you for the opportunity to respond.
Best regards,
Tony Rudy
826 Ridge Road
Lansing, NY 14882
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Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Tony DiChiro
4410 Brown Station Rd. #27
Columbia, MO 65202
5734897078
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email: tony241cr250@gmail.com
realname: Tony Doherty
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 332 WILTON-GANSEVOORT RD
city: GANSEVOORT
State: NY
zipcode: 12831
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Kathleen D. Regan
Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Post Office Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Boreas Ponds land classification. I am a four season Adirondack recreational
enthusiast. My family has been coming to the Adirondacks for over 50 years, to camp, bike, hike and snowmobile. I am a strong
believer of a balance between environmental protection and public access. I would like to see most of this parcel classified as
Wild Forest to allow the public access for many compatible interests.
So to be clear; I support Alternative 1: All the property south of Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as
Wild Forest. The area within the perimeter road around Boreas Ponds should be classified Wild Forest. The
area north of the ponds should be classified as wilderness connecting to the High Peaks Wilderness area. Notwithstanding the
classification of the property in general, Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as Wild Forest to potentially
allow for the use of the roads as snowmobile trails in the future. The trail will provide a snowmobile trail route to connect
Newcomb to North Hudson which would involve the cutting of a minimum of trees.
There are many reasons to move toward the Wild Forest classification. For one , the area near and around of the roads does not
have the character of “untrammeled by man” and therefore should be classified as Wild Forest. This land has over 50 miles of
logging roads, multiple bridges that can carry 100,000 pound logging trucks, many culverts, camp structures, has been logged for
about 100 years by Finch Pruyn. This type of existing infrastructure can allow disabled and less capable people to have some
access to the “back country”. I really believe this parcel is perfect for allowing many different users access to some beautiful
north country forest.
I look forward to having access to this area with my kayak, mountain bike and snowmobile in the near future.
Thanks again for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Anthony Hart
4357 Rockefeller Rd.
Auburn NY, 13021
Hartt20@gmail.com
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email: tkrivits@nycap.rr.com
realname: Tony Krivitski
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 7 Stoddard Avenue
city: Glens Falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12801-2404
Comments: Governor Cuomo & Adirondack Park Agency, I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access
The Adirondacks. The classification of the Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to
create a bicycling destination in the Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local
people and attract a whole new category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification,
the state can make it possible for bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free,
leisurely ride would bring riders through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their
unsurpassed view of the Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White
Lily Pond, where they could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that
can easily traverse through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation
areas across the nation are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there
is no reason the Boreas Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For
generations now, the road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as
well as the cars and trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal
environmental impact. There is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When
Governor Cuomo announced the purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic
opportunities it would bring to the Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put
the Boreas Ponds on the map of the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you. Tony Krivitski
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tony Mathie <tonymathie27@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 11:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tony Mathie
Edinboro, PA 16412

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tony Rao <kattskill@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 10:25 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Tony Rao
14 PInedale Ave
Delmar, NY 12054
5184398560

From:
Sent:
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Tori Trost <ttrost1@Gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 8:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tori Trost
Canandaigua, NY 14424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Totin Matthee <matttotin@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 01, 2016 11:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Matthee Totin
41 Tulsa Ave
Metuchen, NJ 08840

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracey Corbitt <corbitt.tracey@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. Although I live down state, I regularly vacation in the
Adirondacks to enjoy the splendor of the great woods. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough to
protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Tracey Corbitt
63 Montross Street
White Plains, NY 10603
914-391-3180

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracey Emrey <taemrey@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 7:41 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tracey Emrey
140 River Drive
Titusville, NJ 08560

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracey Laszlo <ikedixon@twcny.rr.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 2:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tracey Laszlo
408 Bronson rd
Syracuse, NY 13219

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracey Laszlo <ikedixon@twcny.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 5:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tracey Laszlo
409 Bronson Rd
Syracuse, NY 13219

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracey Marra <Traceypurcell206@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 11, 2016 9:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tracey Marra
Albany, NY 12205

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracey Milazzo <tmilaz@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 10:02 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tracey Milazzo
Liverpool, NY 13090

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracey Rowe <tbellerowe@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 24, 2016 9:25 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tracey Rowe
4130 S Jackson Dr Apt 207
Independence, MO 64056

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracey Rowe <tbellerowe@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 9:31 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tracey Rowe
4130 S Jackson Dr Apt 207
Independence, MO 64057

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Traci‐Ann DiSalvatore <traci02148@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 1:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Traci-Ann DiSalvatore
10 Mountain Ave
Fitchburg, MA 01420

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracy Ann Towne <ttowne1@nycap.rr.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 10:57 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: ttowne1@nycap.rr.com
realname: Tracy Ann Towne
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 119 Queensboro Manor Road
city: GLOVERSVILLE
State: NY
zipcode: 12078
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracy Boutelle <tracyboutelle@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 7:18 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: tracyboutelle@gmail.com
realname: Tracy Boutelle
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 18 Brant Lake Heights
city: Brant Lake,
State: NY
zipcode: 12815
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracy Komrowski <tracyk82@live.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 12:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Adirondack mountains is a unique and spiritually powerful place!
Please keep the roads closed!!!!! We must protect this land! There is a world of life that you will destroy otherwise. This is sacred
land and to allow access would be detrimental not only to animals/plants but our existence and our generations.
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.

Sincerely,

Tracy Komrowski
8 old state road
Greenfield center, NY 12833

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracy Osborne <Tpersis77@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 8:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Tracy Osborne
106 Hilltop Road
ardsley, NY 10502
917-338-2382

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracy Smith <Trsmith.ts1957@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 4:39 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Trsmith.ts1957@gmail.com
realname: Tracy Smith
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 35 Highland Street
city: Ticonderoga
State: NY
zipcode: 12883
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tracydanderson@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Tracy Anderson
<tracydanderson@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Tracy Anderson
1222 Baker Ave
Schenectady, NY 12309-5712

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

traina.diane@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Diane Traina
<traina.diane@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Diane Traina
621 Cayuga Heights Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850-1423

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Travis Criddle <travis.criddle@gmail.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 2:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Please classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Travis Criddle
541 Mehle St.
Arabi, LA 70032

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Travis Hardiman <travis.hardiman@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 3:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Travis Hardiman
235 Pemberton Rd
Rochester, NY 14622

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Travis Kushner <traviskushner@yahoo.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 4:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Travis Kushner
Tully, NY 13159

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Travis Rouleau <trouleau001@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 12:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Alternative #1 for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
To whom it may concern,
I am in favor of Alternative #1 for the Boreas Ponds tract and I also support a classification of wild forest for all of the other tracts currently
pending classification at this time and in the future. In my opinion a classification of wild forest guarantees access to the land for us all. Thank you
for your time.

-Travis Rouleau

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Travis Smith <Tmsmith2424@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 7:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Travis Smith
17097 sw glen park ct
Beaverton, OR 97003
5852172471

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Travis Thompson <travis14unc@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 3:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Travis Thompson
3549 11th st. Nw
Washington, DC 20010

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

treasure frey <treasurefrey@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 5:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

treasure frey
2018 argyle ave.
los angeles, CA 90068

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trevor Gordon <tgordon56@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 12:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Trevor Gordon
Denver, CO 80202

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trevor Peck <tjpeck117@gmail.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 9:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Trevor Peck
320 louden rd
Saratoga springs, NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trey Cimorelli <tcimo55@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 11:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Trey Cimorelli
Orchard Park , NY 14127

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trey Socash <trey.socash@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 10:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

1) Boreas Ponds is a "Highest elevation (Prioriry 1) wetland in NYS" and needs maximum wilderness protection,
NOT A CLOSER PARKING LOT!
2) Dams in wilderness do not need to be maintained.
3) Town easements don't preclude wilderness classification.
4) Keep the remote character of the parcel!
#BoreasPonds #ADkWilderness #Pureadk #visitadks #Adirondacks #wildernessculture #wildernessquest #ADK
#HighPeaks #advocacy #upperrightusa #ispyny #rei1440project #neverstopexploring
Trey Socash
General Manager
Bears Playgrounds

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trey Socash <trey.socash@gmail.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 10:26 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Trey Socash
2952 Rush Mendon Rd
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trey Socash <treysocash@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 24, 2016 1:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Trey Socash
7577 E Main St
Lima, NY 14485

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tricia Freer <tlfluvs2swim@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 5:11 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: tlfluvs2swim@gmail.com
realname: Tricia Freer
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 28 Garrison rd
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trina Cysz <trinacysz@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 6:58 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Trina Cysz
501 MainSt
Hatfield, MA 01038
4132440131

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trisa Voorhees <hiketwin@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Trisa Voorhees
484 State Hwy 349
Gloversville, NY 12078

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trish Gardiner <trishg315@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 7:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Trish Gardiner
8810 E Terrace St
Weedsport, NY 13166
315-834-9931

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

trish_gardiner@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Trish Gardiner
<trish_gardiner@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Trish Gardiner
8810 E Terrace St
Weedsport, NY 13166-3301

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

TRISHA COBB <TMCOBB_356@HOTMAIL.COM>
Friday, December 30, 2016 8:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

TRISHA COBB
5096 RUSHMORE ROAD
PALMYRA, NY 14522

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trisha Hosley <trisha.hosley@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 9:54 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: trisha.hosley@gmail.com
realname: Trisha Hosley
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 8513 Newcomb Rd, PO 265
city: Long Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12847
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you. Trisha Hosley
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trisha Thomas <Tsthomas00@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 10:03 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Trisha Thomas
3334 Arundel on the bay Road
Annapolis, MD 21403
3016025712

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

trishdish40@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Tricia Cancel
<trishdish40@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Tricia Cancel
1338 Willoughby Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11237-3057

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trista McKenzie <trisdmac@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 9:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Trista McKenzie
5520 Tara Dr
Macclenny, FL 32063

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tristan Burgess <tristan_burgess@yahoo.com.au>
Friday, December 23, 2016 9:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tristan Burgess
29 Bernard Rd
North Grafton, MA 01536

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tristan Lewis <tristan.lewis89@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 9:16 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tristan Lewis
389 Rhode Island Ave NW, Apartment 6
Washington, DC 20001

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tristin Houck <tristin.houck@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 9:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tristin Houck
Angola, IN 46703

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

trixidane@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Birgitte Carlsen
<trixidane@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Birgitte Carlsen
303 E 60th St
New York, NY 10022-1514

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Troy Dobbertin <tboy8769@aol>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:46 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: tboy8769@aol
realname: Troy Dobbertin
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3809 Stalker Road
city: Macedon
State: NY
zipcode: 14502
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Troy Tetreault <troy_tetreault@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 11:44 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Troy Tetreault
Champlain, NY 12919

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

truccoale@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Alejandro Trucco
<truccoale@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Alejandro Trucco
6771 Yellowstone Blvd
Forest Hills, NY 11375-2859
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Sent:
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Trudy Rosenblum <trudyr@me.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 5:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds
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Would love to keep motorized vehicles out but allow hikers, paddlers, and cyclers. I would be in favor of opening the road all
the way to the pond so paddlers could put in there, but no motors on the ponds or any further along the road.
Trudy Rosenblum
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To:
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trueblue@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Gail Delsavio <trueblue@everyactioncustom.com>
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Gail Delsavio
3770 Basin Clove Rd
Hamden, NY 13782-2422

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tsaur Chu <ice2000one@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 1:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments. And thank you for reading hundreds of duplicate letters on this topic. Mad props to
you.
Sincerely,

Tsaur Chu
873 Creekside Dr
Salem, OR 97306

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tshark95 <tshark95@aol.com>
Thursday, November 03, 2016 12:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Access to Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I support alternative 1, classified Wild Forest. Access toBoreas Ponds. Sincerely
FRED REUTZEL JR

Sent from Samsung tablet

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tulldrivefrank@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Frank Curtis
<tulldrivefrank@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 11:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Frank Curtis
2 Stanton St Apt 402
Troy, NY 12180-5648

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tvanoers@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Tricia Van Oers <tvanoers@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Tricia Van Oers
382 Reservoir Rd
Pawling, NY 12564-1742

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

twgiblin@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Thomas Giblin <twgiblin@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 10:46 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Thomas Giblin
130 Ahern Rd
Binghamton, NY 13903-6517

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

twocoops23@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Bill Cooper
<twocoops23@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Bill Cooper
1365 County Route 60
Vermontville, NY 12989-2101

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tylar Benedetto <tylarbenedetto@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 11, 2016 7:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tylar Benedetto
1833 Wantagh Avenue
Wantagh, NY 11793

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Alden <tyleralden5046@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 8:01 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Alden
Victor, NY 14564

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Brewer <tgbrewer97@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 4:37 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
Growing up in Upstate New York my entire life, I have spent a good amount of time in the Adirondack Mountaints hiking,
camping, and enjoying all that the region has to offer. In addition, I am currently majoring in Environmental & Sustainability
Sciences at Cornell University, and understand the importance of maintaining wild lands to preserve biodiversity and ecological
integrity. The Boread Ponds Tract is a unique area that should be preserved as an undistrubed example of the natural environment
of the Northeast.
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Tyler Brewer

Tyler Brewer
Vernon, NY 13476

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Canne <tycanne18@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 9:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Canne
35 East Main St.
Canisteo, NY 14823

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Eaton <ttree68@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 7:01 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds. There are a million
places you can get to by car, there are very few in the eastern US where you get to walk or ski to them enjoying the lack of engine
noise.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.

Sincerely,

Tyler Eaton
Jay, NY 12941

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Graham <Tylergraham@kings.edu>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 10:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Graham
Harrisburg, PA 17112

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Hodges <tyhodges@syr.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 12:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Hodges
Chittenango, NY 13037

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Kieft <tyler.kieft@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 4:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Kieft
1 Bank St Apt 5N
New York, NY 10014

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Lee <Tylerleeco@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 9:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Lee
Gunnison, CO 81231

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Merriam <adktyler@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 11:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Please classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan and the rest of your team,
Most of this letter is generic, as I don't have the time or literary eloquence to write such a letter. Dispite this, I hope the words ring
true to you and the park and people you so passionatly represent.
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
I don't know if you actually ready this, or if it was pushed into the pile of countless other individuals sharing their opinions about

how this land should be classified. I apologize on behalf of environmentalists who are rude, radical, and resistant to compromise.
However, in spite of their temperament and presentation of ideas, please strongly consider the classification of this land as
wilderness, not for them, but for all park residents and users, as well as the future of our public land.
Thank you for taking the time to read this. I wish you the best going forward.
All the best,
Tyler Merriam

Tyler Merriam
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Moss <tylermoss@gmail.com>
Monday, November 21, 2016 12:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Moss
5029 Marchant Dr
Nashville , TN 37211

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Okeefe <tyokeefe91@me.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 11:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Okeefe
Bethlehem, PA 18017

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Pastorok <tpastorok7@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 4:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
Adirondack is one of the most special places on the east coast because of how wild it is. Myself, family, and friends travel many
hours to enjoy the unique environment it provides and it is very important to me and many others that Adirondack Park doesn't
start losing the qualities. My school, Green Mountain College, has recently relocated a semester-long Adventure Education Course
from Utah to the Adirondacks because of the incredible opportunities it provides, and chipping away at these opportunities, like
Boreas Ponds, will do nothing but take away from the allure of the park.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.

Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Pastorok
425 Old Ironhill Road
Doylestown , PA 18901

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Reiser <reiser.tyler@gmail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 10:20 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Reiser
111 robindale dr
new britain , CT 06053

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Rowe <rowet26@gnail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 3:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Rowe
197 W. 8th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43201

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Socash <tyler.socash@gmail.com>
Friday, October 14, 2016 12:31 AM
ClassificationComments
A millennial who wants a stronger Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds Tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Adirondack Park Agency,
One week ago I strolled 45 minutes from the interim parking lot 3.1 miles north of Boreas Road to inspect the
Boreas Ponds myself.
While at LaBier Flow, I watched as four older adults launched their kayaks and began fishing in the silent splendor
of this region. Boreas Mountain loomed in the distance. The silence was profound, a true luxury in an increasingly
mechanized world as human population continues its endless ascent. I couldn't imagine a closer parking lot. It
would have been unnatural and intrusive.
I continued my walk to White Lily Pond, far north in the Boreas Ponds Tract. A woodcock took flight right in front of
me as I was gazing at moose tracks in the mud. I've lived in the Adirondacks my entire life and never saw a
woodcock before! I can't imagine the woodcocks or the moose would want motor vehicle access anywhere near
here. As creatures with equal biotic rights, we should give them this one last vestige of wilderness.
I am asking that the Board Members of the APA table the motion to approve DSEIS for Boreas Ponds Tract. A
thorough examination will validate this region's inherent wildness. A wildness that will even enhance over time as
the region rewilds, allowing the dams to deteriorate over time, and the logging trails to slowly grow in. Many of
them are growing in just fine right now!
Back at Boreas Ponds, which is a high-elevation wetland, a rare treasure in this state, I was once again thankful for
the absence of any nearby motor vehicles. Recreation in the Adirondacks is rarely far from the hum of civilizations
— 80% of the Park is less than 1 mile from a road or snowmobile trail!
Have the Members of the Board walked into Boreas Ponds yet? I'm sure you will find your short journey both
fulfilling and wonderful. We cannot flood the Sistine Chapel to get closer to the ceiling. We should not flood the
Grand Canyon to get closer to the mighty Colorado River. We mustn't allow Gulf Brook Road to remain open. This
interim parking lot is already too close to maintain the true wilderness characteristics of Boreas Ponds.
In a world where wilderness is disappearing fast, the APA has an opportunity to make worldwide news by
advocating for something different: a massive wilderness area unlike any the East Coast can claim. Tourism will
be drawn to something that is rare, and not to something that is regular.
The Adirondack Park is criss-crossed by 6,970 miles of roads. You are certainly hearing the call to remove 7 of
them.
Thank you for the opportunity to share my experiences within the Boreas Ponds Tract. Please help our dwindling
resources and motion for full wilderness protection in this spectacular region that makes me proud to call the ADK
home.
Tyler Socash
MS School Counseling

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Socash <tyler.socash@gmail.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 12:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness support for the MacIntyre East, MacIntyre West, and entire Boreas Ponds Tracts
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Dear Kathy,
You and Kieth have been quite pleasant to work with this month at the public hearings. Thanks for your efforts, and I hope you're
feeling better.
After thru-hiking the Appalachian Trail in 2016, I realized how little wilderness is left in the eastern United States. I reflected on my
journeys to MacIntyre East, MacIntyre West, and Boreas Ponds this year. These places are some of our last remaining vestiges of
wildness in the east. I believe they all fall in line with the SLMP for wilderness classification. For the record, I would like to say that
they deserve full wilderness consideration (with the exception of the tiny hunting camp primitive corridor in MacIntyreb West, that's
fine.)
Also, I'd like the public to have a chance to see the environmental ramifications in a projected longitudinal study regarding any
motorized access into these 3 tracks before the APA makes a hasty decision with an incomplete EIS.
I am also writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract,
which I feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of

artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Socash
219 Pine Acres Rd North
Old Forge, NY 13420

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Socash <tyler.socash@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 9:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Cross Country Skiing the full Gulf Brook Road to Boreas Ponds ‐ a half‐day adventure in silence
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Hi Kathy,
Much has been said about the "inaccessibility" of Boreas Ponds. I hope this Cross-country Ski Trip Report helps inform the APA
Board before another penetrating in-road defeats one of the last remote places in the Adirondack Park...
If you are looking for a cross-country skiing destination this winter, might I suggest skiing Gulf Brook Road to Boreas Ponds?!
While comparable in distance to traveling to Lake Colden in the Adirondack High Peaks, the terrain to Boreas Ponds is
considerably easier to traverse. The gentle slopes that mostly characterize Gulf Brook Road leave plenty of time for contemplation,
and the parallel tracks leading 3.2 miles towards the interim parking lot also make this an enjoyable adventure with a friend.
Earlier this December my friend Seth and I popped into our cross-country skis, tossed extra layers and food into our packs, and
began our ascent up the sloping road at 10:27am. As it meandered, we noticed the steep cliffs of Ragged Mountain, advertised as
the newest rock climbing spot in the Adirondacks. This would be an interesting adventure for another, warmer day. Without any
leaves above us, we could see a lot during our trip: Blue Ridge, Hoffman Mountain, and an interesting perspective on
Vanderwhacker. As we crested the first hill, we enjoyed a leisurely ski into a winter wonderland.
Once you see two private hunting camps, you’ve traveled nearly 3 miles and the interim lot is just ahead. We arrived at 11:34am,
or 1 hour and 7 minutes into our adventure. After a short water break, we saw in the register that Tony Goodwin had skied here
recently, along with approximately 20 others in the past two weeks. Gulf Brook Road is a delightful ski, and even if you have to
turn around early you’re going to love the quick, controlled descent back to Blue Ridge Road. The fruits of your labor are paid in
full!
Continuing onward after a few layering changes, we were surrounded only by the sounds of nature. The sound of silence that
currently exists inside the Boreas Ponds Tract is a rare, intangible treasure. I looked up and noticed two woodpeckers making
progress on an ancient yellow birch, while two other black-capped chickadees swooped by. The final descent to LaBier Flow
happens quickly, and soon you’re looking out at a virgin veil of white snow towards Boreas Mountain. 12:27pm. All of this
happened in just 2 hours since we left the gate at Blue Ridge Road.
Buck tracks, snowshoe hare tracks, and mouse tracks dotted our path ahead. While we were intently looking for moose tracks,
two ruffed grouse suddenly burst out of the snow beneath a balsam fir!
After a short ski from LaBier Flow, we were on the frozen Boreas Ponds. Other nearby Adirondack lakes had 3 over inches of
ice, but we still made sure to avoid the swift current near the dam. Enveloped in quietness, we cruised across 1st Pond and went
into 2nd Pond, spending an hour gallivanting about in nature’s splendor. 14 High Peak summits are visible from Boreas Ponds, and
today we had this view all to ourselves…
I’ve been very stressed over the past month, and at Boreas Ponds I finally found peace. Unmatched tranquility currently exists
here, and anyone with a Wilderness ethic can appreciate how few and far in-between remote locations like this are, especially in
the heavily-populated Northeast. With 6,970 miles of public road crisscrossing the Adirondacks, 80% of the Park is within one
mile of a road or snowmobile trail. No place in the Adirondack Park is more than 5.3 miles from a road. Wilderness classification
for Boreas Ponds could impact this statistic, but unfortunately others believe that motorized access to 96% of New York’s land
area isn’t enough. (Only 4% of New York’s acreage is protected as motor-free Wilderness.) Humans have left their mark on a vast
swath of the world, and here we have an opportunity for wildness to be restored.
So go to Boreas Ponds now! Go while it’s quiet. The silence at Boreas Ponds is only matched by the Cold River valley and the
heart of the West Canada Lakes Wilderness, areas that Seth and I traveled during our Northville-Placid Trail thru-hike. Once
you’ve experienced the stillness of Boreas Ponds, you’ll understand the magnitude of protecting this intangible, uncommon
characteristic. Maybe you’ll finally be inspired to defend it, as the State Land Master Plan urges you to do?
We left Boreas Ponds at 2:03pm, and had views of the white-capped Great Range between the beech trees during our return ski
above LaBier Flow. We made it to the interim parking lot at 3:11pm. The final descent to Blue Ridge Road was a thrilling ending to

our day in the Wilderness. The Ponds were great, and the ski out was spectacular. We were back to our car by 4:10pm.
It only took 5 hours and 43 minutes (with breaks) to ski from Blue Ridge Road to 2nd Pond and back. Any ardent skier will find
this to be a quiet, psychologically-restoring adventure.
Wilderness exists at Boreas Ponds. The APA should see through the strategically-crafted words that Behan Communications is
spoon-feeding Access the Adirondacks (in exchange for local tax dollars) and recall that the main charge of the Agency is to
defend the natural resources of NYS.
I recently drove behind snowmobilers on my way to Old Forge for the Holidays. The smell of their exhaust was inescapable.
Despite what Access the Adirondacks will tell you, snowmobiles are, in fact, loud.
We need to keep the Boreas Ponds Ponds Tract as a full, magnificent Wilderness. Our grandkids will live in a more populated
New York State, and they will be thankful for your foresight to protect this habitat.
The APA mustn't forget the intangibles of what exists at Boreas Ponds. They also mustn't forget about the five value 1 wetlands,
elevations above 2,500 feet, and the steep "Severe Erosion Hazard" slopes that are ubiquitous across the large, remote tract.
Now you also know that it's possible to ski all the way to 2nd Pond and back from Blue Ridge Road in 5 hours and 43 minutes.
Seth and I weren't racing. It can be done much faster. The Boreas Ponds Tract is quiet. The APA should keep it that way.
Tyler Socash
Lake Placid, NY

Tyler Socash
1002 Adirondack Loj Rd
Lake Placid, NY 12946

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Socash <skills@adk.org>
Friday, December 30, 2016 4:20 PM
ClassificationComments
The Intangibles of Wilderness: A Perspective from a local ADK Guide
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Dear APA Board,
I hope you can glean some useful information on the intangibles of wilderness from a local Adirondack guide who has not only
hiked the Northville-Placid Trail, completed the 90 Miler, hiked the Cranberry 50, finished the Fire Tower challenge, and
completed the 46 High Peaks.... but ALSO experienced wilderness by completing Pacific Crest Trail, Te Araroa across New
Zealand, and walked the entire Appalachian Trail — in short, I might know a few things about Wilderness, and more pointedly,
how it's disappearance in the Northeast should be a cause for alarm.
Why are we attracted to the backcountry?
Some go there for exercise and recreation. Others go to take pictures and to breathe the fresh air. But I don’t believe our
backcountry can merely be categorized as an attractive amusement park or a popular, green gymnasium – it’s something far greater
than that. For me, going into the backcountry provides a psychological retreat. Wandering through the woods, far enough away
from the toils of work and the sounds of humanity, allows me to find peace. Immersing oneself in Adirondack wildness is a
quintessential spiritual experience. Places like this are becoming increasingly hard to find in the Northeast. Roads, it turns out, are
nearly everywhere. But one psychological haven is found 7 miles up Gulf Brook Road from the winter gate closure at Blue Ridge
Road. This Adirondack sanctuary of solitude is called Boreas Ponds… And its future hangs in the balance.
Remoteness, stillness, solitude…
These are the intangible characteristics mentioned in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan that must be considered when
large tracts of land are added to the Forest Preserve. These three qualities absolutely exist inside the Boreas Ponds Tract right
now. Far away from the mechanization of mankind, you couldn’t hear anything but the whirling winds sweeping upwards to the
lofty heights of Allen Mountain. The abutting High Peaks Wilderness deserves to keep a silent buffer to the south, and lest we
forget, this wetland valley is a critical wildlife corridor that shouldn’t be infringed upon by more vehicles. Nature’s healing balm
blessed my group’s presence during all three recent visitations. If classified as Wild Forest, snowmobiles, trucks, and cars would
be allowed to rev right beside me. The threat of ATV access also grows as our winters continue to lose their potency. By the
whims of a pen in Albany, remoteness, stillness, and solitude could vanish from Boreas Ponds forever.
Access is almost everywhere in the United States. When you travel across the East Coast, you’ll notice that surprisingly few wild
places remain. You can literally drive a mechanized vehicle over 96% of New York State’s landscape right now. (Yes, only 4% of
New York’s acreage is protected as Wilderness.) In fact, 6,970 miles of public roads crisscross the Adirondacks, which explains
how 80% of the Park is already within 1 mile of a road or snowmobile trail. With our state’s population slated to breach 20-million
people, New York has a dearth of remote areas where its citizens can find respites from the encroaching hum of civilization. This
highlights a grave disparity between the incredible amount of motorized access versus our dwindling availability of remoteness in
our country. Roads, which are the antithesis of wildness, usher in the noise, pollution, and the crowdedness that we sought to
escape when heading to the woods in the first place.
Wilderness is also a place where the wild things are!
The creatures and plants lived within the Boreas Ponds Tract long before man manipulated the landscape. This ecological haven is
home to some of our most iconic animals: loons, black bears, martens, snowshoe hares, and the recently returning moose. These
animals, among five other identified rare and endangered species, 9 boreal birds, and 5 waterfowl species, lived around these
waterways before we needed to label them as “Value 1” wetlands. Unfortunately, voices of the animal kingdom are still being
overlooked in this classification process. The interest of easy access for humans is somehow being prioritized over the protection
of the Boreas Ponds Tract. This is reflected in APA’s current Alternatives 1-4 for the Boreas Ponds Tract; a blatant dereliction of
their charge to protect the natural resources of New York State. We should ponder: Don’t animals have the same biotic right to
exist peacefully in their natural landscapes?
We mustn’t forget that the magic of wilderness is in its silence. Closer parking lots and penetrating in-roads defeat this intangible
essence into a pulp. The tranquility of nature is dependent on silence. It provides special magnificence to the deftness of a bobcat’s

calculated pursuit, the suddenness of an evasive ruffed grouse, and mesmerizing innateness of the swirling rapids of a babbling
brook. This silence is spiritual, restorative, yet increasingly rare. The very spirit of wildness is exactly what’s at stake in the Boreas
Ponds classification outcome.
Carry the torch of preservation.
We shouldn’t be satisfied with one of the last vestiges of wildness in the East becoming motorized. Verplanck Colvin, Bob
Marshall, and Paul Schaefer did not sit idly by and allow every inch of backcountry to become an accessible frontcountry. But
these people are gone. Who will pick up the torch that they set down and carry on their legacy of land stewardship? If you won’t
stand up for the protection of New York’s largest and highest-elevation wetland, then who can you expect to? The moose, loons,
and brook trout cannot do this. If the outcome of the recent Essex Chain of Lakes classification, the recent permission of the
NYCO Mine inside the Jay Mountain Wilderness, and the recent four inherently flawed-and-similar Alternatives for the Boreas
Ponds classification are any recent indication, this torch will also not be carried by our traditional powers. In short: the APA must
rethink their current Alternatives and carry this torch of natural resource protection. Boreas Ponds deserves, under the SLMP, full
wilderness consideration due to its size, location, ecological integrity, physical, biological, and intangible characteristics.
This process isn't about what people want, it's about the capacity of The Adirondack Park's largest high-elevation Value 1 wetland
complex to withstand use.
Remote swaths of land like the Boreas Ponds Tract aren’t a dime-a-dozen. This is quite possibly the last magnificent New York
State Wilderness addition in our lifetime. Wilderness needs defenders. It needs the outcry of passionate people who value our
diminishing wild places. And they have awoken, have you noticed? Adirondack Wilderness Advocates reminded millennials, Gen
Xers, and Baby Boomers that staunch wilderness ethics have not disappeared. Instead, Adirondack Wilderness Advocates
brought out the largest volume of people to the eight APA hearings. Yes, Adirondack Wilderness Advocates outnumbered all other
fragmented Wilderness and Wild Forest interest groups. The majority who showed up at the hearings called for the full wilderness
protection of this remote and fragile ecosystem. Boreas Ponds has the physical, biological, and intangible characteristics to warrant
this classification.
The APA must remember their charge to protect Value 1 wetlands, steep slopes, and elevations above 2,500 feet. All of which
exist throughout the Boreas Ponds Tract. I've been there 3 times now, and it's the most fragile and beautiful sanctuary of solitude
I've experienced in the entire East - and once again, I've walked 7,000 miles of wildness.
Thank you for reading and considering.
Tyler Socash
Local Adirondack Guide

Tyler Socash
PO Box 867
Lake Placid, NY 12946

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Temarantz <tylertemarantz@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 2:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Temarantz
South Salt Lake, UT 84115

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Williams <williams@comcast.net>
Friday, December 02, 2016 10:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Tyler Williams
Marmora, NJ 08223
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

tyler.harrington@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Tyler Harrington
<tyler.harrington@everyactioncustom.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 2:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Tyler Harrington
275 Ore Bed Rd
Schuyler Falls, NY 12985-2324

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyra Olstad <tyra.olstad@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Please recognize Boreas Ponds as actual Wilderness!
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Dear Ms. Regan
To Whom It May Concern:
As a New York State citizen and especially as an Environmental Scientist, I was extremely excited when NYS
acquired the Boreas Ponds tract. For years, I've gazed out at the ponds from the High Peaks and dreamed of
seeing them firsthand; even more so, I've recognized the potential to create a large, contiguous wilderness,
exponentially increasing the ecological integrity and recreational benefits of the current Wilderness Areas.
Thus I was extremely disappointed and dismayed to see that the APA won't even consider recommending true
wilderness protection for the ponds and their watersheds. I urge to you please think beyond the narrow extent of
your proposals and consider preventing motorized access (and with it overcrowding, noise pollution, enhanced
potential for spread of invasive species) to the ponds, nearby areas, and portions of the Boreas River.
Sincerely,

Tyra Olstad
9 Youngman Avenue
Oneonta, NY 13820
5057287179
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u2lvr2005@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Sherrie Pizzo <u2lvr2005@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 6:35 AM
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Sherrie Pizzo
303 Luce St
Elmira, NY 14904-1919
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Sent:
To:
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ubrabbit@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nancy Chan <ubrabbit@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 8:44 AM
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Nancy Chan
5020 Bank St
Clarence, NY 14031-1632
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uhmellyx3@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Melissa Galarza
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Melissa Galarza
370 Barbey St
Brooklyn, NY 11207-3730
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ukoiv@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ulle Koiv <ukoiv@everyactioncustom.com>
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ClassificationComments
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Ulle Koiv
144 W 17th St Apt 5RE
New York, NY 10011-5430
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Sent:
To:
Cc:
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Ulf Goebel <ulf.goebel@att.net>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 3:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Susan McGuire; Pete Nelson
Boreas Ponds Tract
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To whom it may concern:
I have in my day camped and trekked in the Adirondack wilderness, climbed the high peaks and stood on the summit
of Mount Marcy. Wilderness was what I came for, true wilderness, left to its own devices, and restored by me as
best I could to its wild condition wherever I had disturbed it, had camped or otherwise made use of it, in other
words, left by me once more to its own devices. Wilderness, whether once logged and left to recover or primeval,
true wilderness is either "wild forever" or its something else, however well cared for: no longer wilderness at all.
Balanced use or balanced access can only destroy what I have known and cherished as wilderness, specifically those
great untouched areas of the Adirondack wilderness like the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I am writing to plead — urgently to plead — for continuing full wilderness protection (“wild forever,” as set down
in the New York State Constitution) of the Boreas Ponds Tract. Nothing short of that will keep wilderness wild, for
however long we may remain willing to protect it, "forever" in my own fondest dreams, “wild" in the true sense of
the word. Wilderness, actual, eons-old wilderness, is what we modern humans were born of and evolved in. Without
wilderness, we lose the last point of reference to our savage origins. Wilderness in that sense is our Earth Mother,
and though we left it behind and built cities and destructively overran, overpopulated, overused, and blatantly
misused so much of the earth, we need whatever remnants of that ancient Earth Mother we may be able to preserve
to find ourselves in, if nothing else, to make peace wth ourselves about all we have long ceased to be, all the
promise of our provenance we have betrayed.
I dream of coming to know, and to make my peace with, if in my imagination alone, the savage I might have been
some forty thousand years ago in the wilds of Africa. It was, once, in the Adirondack wilderness, that I even came
close to this while swimming out briefly in Lake Tear of Clouds, and then sitting naked in the sun on a rock on
shore, nearly succeeding in forgetting that I had clothes piled up behind me, that I had a pack waiting for me up at
the trail, where my companion, my wilderness guide, was patiently waiting for me to get done with my revery.
So, whomever this may concern, whoever may have the authority to say no to balanced use or balanced access or
anything of the kind for the Boreas Ponds Tract: I fervently urge you to leave wild what is wild. Please do not let
short-sighted, short-term economic interests sway you to destroy what beauty is left to us in such true wilderness
as the Adirondacks, specifically the Boreas Ponds Tract, cheek by jowl as it lies with Mount Marcy, the highest of
the High Peaks.
Sincerely and most urgently,
Ulf Goebel
Broad Ripple
Indianapolis, Indiana
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Subject:

uma kalsoom <umakalsoom97@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

uma kalsoom
635 main street
catskill, NY 12414
5185309045
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Lonnie Parsons
9733 Ponderosa Rd
Hanford, CA 93230-9274
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Uriah Mianonagel
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
val russell
6 Ellis Ave
Whitesboro, NY 13492-1044
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Barbara Valente
6 Peter Cooper Rd
New York, NY 10010-6701

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valentini, James M (TAX)
Friday, December 23, 2016 8:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

I would like to comment on the classification of the Boreas Ponds tract: Land which is improved by roads and bridges may be
remote and wild, but it is not wilderness. To treat improved land as if it is true wilderness, is absurd and illogical. A
designation, which allows for non‐motorized vehicle use or use by horses, would be the most logical designation. There may
even be limited areas where four wheelers should be allowed as well.
Thank you,
Jim Valentini

Jim Valentini
Real Property Analyst 1
New York State Department of Taxation and Finance
884 Rt 86, Ray Brook NY, 12977-309
(518) 891-1780 | James.Valentini@tax.ny.gov
www.tax.ny.gov

This communication may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information. It is intended only for the individuals named as recipients. If you are not an
intended recipient you are not authorized to disseminate, distribute or copy this communication. If you’ve received this communication by mistake, please notify the
sender immediately and delete or destroy it, as appropriate.
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To:
Subject:

Valerie baran <Vall770@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 8:36 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Vall770@yahoo.com
realname: Valerie baran
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 7030 Cole man Mills Rd
city: Rome
State: NY
zipcode: 13440
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Collins <valstoltz@hotmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 4:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
I have personally skied onto the property and can only think what a shame it would be to open this land to snowmobiles or other
motor vehicle traffic. There are so many other locations already with that kind of access, and so few with the untouched, remote
and peaceful wilderness that this land offers.

Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Valerie Collins
Saratoga Springs , NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Desmond <valdesmond428@gmail.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 9:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Valerie Desmond
68 Norfolk Rd
Braintree, MA 02184

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Desmond <valdesmond428@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 8:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Valerie Desmond
68 Norfolk Rd
Braintree, MA 02184

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Freemantle <valfreemantle@earthlink.net>
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 10:21 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Valerie Freemantle
2857 Consaul Rd
Schenectady, NY 12304
518-347-2061

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Gardner <valerie@tiemann.net>
Monday, December 26, 2016 2:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to express my opposition to all four of the proposals made by the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (DSEIS) in which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification. All of them fail
to provide the best protection this this tract as a wilderness area and so fail to preserve what makes this area unique in New York.
We need to do much better and value preserving pristine wilderness as one of the most important goals.
The following are some of the reasons that each of the four alternative proposals presented by APA for the 20,758-acre Boreas
Ponds Tract are inadequate and fail to satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to classify the majority of the Boreas
Ponds Tract as Wilderness:
1) Allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road destroys the wilderness of the area. Ind allowing this, the
agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of
remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1
wetland that surrounds the ponds.
2) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits, which are antithetical to what defines wilderness, it's lack of degredation from man's destruction and construction activity.
3) APA needs to do as much as it can to consider viable alternatives that expand the Wilderness boundary, while enabling the
maintenance of the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This can be achieved by
classifying roads as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in Wilderness Areas throughout
the Adirondack Park.
4) Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract and needs to be valued for the fact it offers a rare, pristine
wilderness area that is not crossed by public highways or even bisected by powerlines, even as it once was. The public did not
want that for this region and that powerline has long since been removed. We need to do our part to continue to preserve this area
and even expand it. The northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in
New York—or any eastern state, for that matter. This is vital to area ecosystems as well as our desire to leave just little bits of
America in the condition that God gave them to us. We need places here like West Canada Lake or like Cold River. That’s what
Boreas Ponds could be!
The APA's four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract are all bad and unacceptable for the public's goals. These four
provide only token amounts of Wilderness protection and none provide the level of protection that would preserve the majesty of
the entire tract as a wild landscape, solitary and secluded, the way it should be so that we—our generation—is not contributing
incrementally to the elimination of all pristine areas in New York State.
I respectfully request that the APA do the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the least,
and demand that they create better, more protective alternatives in the DSEIS to satisfy the public’s desire and need for more
Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Valerie Gardner
64 Trenor Drive
New Rochelle, NY 10804

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Manne <vmannephoto@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 7:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Valerie Manne
Tupper lake, NY 12986

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie McEwen <Jakedude8@hotmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 9:48 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Jakedude8@hotmail.com
realname: Valerie McEwen
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 149 Pleasant street
city: Hermon
State: NY
zipcode: 13652
Comments: I support Alternative 1 for Boreas Ponds. This balanced approach would allow for a variety of
recreational uses, including bicycling around the ponds, while still protecting the environment. I believe that
Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild
Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The infrastructure created
during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That same infrastructure is
contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild Forest, according to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a somewhat higher degree of
human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas
Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation
requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is
not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man created more
than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its
commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it
is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the
Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the environment and economic development that
the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and
hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some
measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
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Valerie Naegele <naegelev@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 4:58 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Valerie Naegele
Tuftonboro, NH 03816

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Newland <vnewland7@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 6:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Valerie Newland
308 Washington st
Geneva, NY 14456

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Smith <imaginaryval@gmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 3:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Valerie Smith
P.O. Box 636
Duncan, AZ 85534

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Van McGrogan <pourkeepyne@aol.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 11:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Van McGrogan
Newburgh, NY 12550

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vance LaVELLE <vwlavelle@me.com>
Saturday, November 26, 2016 8:14 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Vance LaVELLE
203 W 87th Street, #25
New York, NY 10024

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vandbnasta@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Barbara Nasta
<vandbnasta@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 9:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Barbara Nasta
110 W 69th St
New York, NY 10023-5116

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vanessa Bailey <vananba11@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 10:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Vanessa Bailey
5913 Boyce Lane
Austin, TX 78754

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vanessa Barris <vanessa.barris@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 7:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Vanessa Barris
8019 7th Ave, NY 11228

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vanessa Vonland <vvonland@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 9:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Vanessa Vonland
2158 N Decatur Rd Apt 4
Decatur, GA 30033

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Varsha Mathur <khatra95@hotmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 7:02 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Varsha Mathur
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Venus Webb <highpeaker47@hotmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 12:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness. I would also like to add that I am
an experienced hiker who has hiked all the 46 high peaks and I go to the Adirondack mountains, wilderness and
wild forest area to escape all the everyday life of work and city living. I appreciate nature and all the beauty it has to
offer. I would love the ponds to be just that with no motorized boats and snowmobiles allowed.
Sincerely,
Venus Webb
Venus Webb
15 Minnesota Ave
Queensbury, NY 12804
518 812-0944

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vera Rackley <vrackley@hotmail.co.uk>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 2:41 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
I grew up climbing and camping in the Adirondacks and canoed the Boreas Ponds. The landscape is spectacular
at it was an amazing experience to be in a beautiful wilderness. It will be terrible to lose that isolation that
introducing a road would bring to the environment.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Vera Rackley
8
The Pippins
Halstead, ot CO91JY

+44 787 476222

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vernon.margaret0@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Margaret Vernon
<vernon.margaret0@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Margaret Vernon
115 Keller Rd
Fonda, NY 12068-5409

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Veronica Fitzsimmons <ronnie.fitzs@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 11:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Veronica Fitzsimmons
2 Manu Trail
Andover, NJ 07821
973-222-6313

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Veronica Fitzsimmons <ronnie.fitzs@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Veronica Fitzsimmons
2 Manu Trail
Andover, NJ 07821
9733470943

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Veronica Held <vmheld@syr.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 12:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Veronica Held
937 Ackerman Avenue
Syracuse, NY 11762

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Veronica Serwacki <serwacki@canisius.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 9:52 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack
Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew
Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from the ponds at
LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it by a permit system if
judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most
knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that
these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Veronica Serwacki
175 Greenaway Rd
Amherst, NY 14226

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Veronique Miljkovitch <miljkovitch@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 6:47 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Veronique Miljkovitch
680 old furnace road
Crown point, NY 12928
514 570 1266

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vfollan@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Veronica Follan <vfollan@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 4:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Veronica Follan
578 Grand Ave
Newburgh, NY 12550-1958
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vic Gentile <Vgsg@optonline.net>
Friday, December 16, 2016 10:09 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Vgsg@optonline.net
realname: Vic Gentile
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 4 Julia ct
city: Boonton twp
State: NJ
zipcode: 07840
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides and protects the environment and benefits the local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I
hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the Boreas Ponds. This would also be a great step toward
connecting the Easter ADK park with the wester side Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vickey Baker <doghaven@harlannet.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 12:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Vickey Baker
2407 Roland Lane
Harlan, IA 51537
7127552851

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vicki l. craig <zeldav36@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 2:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Having a goal of possibly the largest wilderness areas east of the Mississippi is a very wonderful thing, as is the potential economic
benefits by providing recreational opportunities to the folks who will will visit. Hence, great care must go into planning details with
such a wilderness jewel like The Boreas Ponds Tract. This is why I, as do many others, would like to see more time and research
implemented towards a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in which 54,418 acres of Adirondack
Forest Preserve are being considered for classification. Glacier National Forest stands as an example for all Wilderness Areas.
Thank you and have a great day. Vicki L. Craig
Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.

Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

vicki l. craig
135 caporali lane
schenley, PA 15682

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

VICKY SINGER <vsinger30@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 3:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
VICKY SINGER
936 WEST ST
PITTSFIELD, MA 01201

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vicky.morab@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Vicky Moraiti
<vicky.morab@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 3:28 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Vicky Moraiti
64 KERASOUNTOS
Albany, NY 12242-0001

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

victor Behar <victorbehar86@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 3:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

victor Behar
193 Smull Ave
West Caldwell, NJ 07006

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria <Ssophiemay929@aol.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 3:57 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Ssophiemay929@aol.com
realname: Victoria
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 86 academy st
city: Malone
State: NY
zipcode: 12953
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria baker <Victoriabaker3483@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:41 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Victoriabaker3483@yahoo.com
realname: Victoria baker
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5695 state route 8
city: Chestertown
State: NY
zipcode: 12817
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria Morey <norvic@verizon.net>
Friday, November 11, 2016 10:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Victoria Morey
4 Rosebay Rd.
Malta, NY 12020
(518) 899-7783

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria Oman <mllevj@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
We come out from Wisconsin as often as we can because we love the area and its pristine condition.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Victoria Oman
3649 E Armour Ave
Cudahy, WI 53110
414-517-7204

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria Stepanova <vstepanova@ymail.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 5:14 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thanks very much for taking the time to read this.

Victoria Stepanova

Rochester, NY 14620

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria Stepanova <vstepanova@ymail.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 4:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (DSEIS) in which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds
Tract, which I feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas
Ponds, and none satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the
Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one
of the intrinsic Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor
vehicle use will also threaten the protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1
wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams,
roads, and gravel pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary,
but also the maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with
Wilderness guidelines. This means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no
differently than other existing dams in Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine
additions to the Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer
size of the tract, and the fact that it is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a
powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making
portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any eastern state, for that matter. Think West
Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range
from bad to unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a
wild landscape, solitary and secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for
protecting a rare and wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all
the way into the heart of the property—not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for
maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest, remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that
the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet our public officials are preoccupied with
roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car
and venturing into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its
sensuous beauty. In a world of artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our
species began. Many of us will always heed the call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds
Tract, not the least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for
more Wilderness!

Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Victoria Stepanova
Vestergade 7
Copenhagen , AL 1360

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria Stewart <VStewart325@GMail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 12:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Victoria Stewart
1763 2nd Avenue, Apt 19L
New York, NY 10128

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria Thomson <vthomson7@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 1:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Victoria Thomson
Boston, MA 02215

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria Wirth <Vwirth@hhhn.org>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Victoria Wirth
4 honey hollow rd
Queensbury, NY 12804
5187988388

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Victoria Wulf <vmwulf@roadrunner.com>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 7:56 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Victoria Wulf
3591 Harlem Road Apt 10
Cheektowaga, NY 14215
716-9709394

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vidaflushing2000@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Arthur Wilson
<vidaflushing2000@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Arthur Wilson
27 Shady Creek Rd
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569-7800

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Viet Nguyen <viet.qnguyen@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 1:44 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Viet Nguyen
1651 parkside ave
San jose, CA 95125

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vikki quagliarello <vikki@karp‐law.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 11:00 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: vikki@karp-law.com
realname: vikki quagliarello
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 8543 farm gate path
city: cicero
State: NY
zipcode: 13039
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vikram Kakumani <itz_vikram@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 2:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Vikram Kakumani
12532 177 Ave
Redmond, WA 98052

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

villetb2@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Barbara Villet <villetb2@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:51 PM
ClassificationComments
There are literally thousands of places for motorized play...Let this pristine wilderness not be among
them!!!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Barbara Villet
208 Eagleville Rd
Shushan, NY 12873-2007

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vilu53@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Isabel M Fuica <vilu53@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 10:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Isabel M Fuica
222 Grace 302 Port Chester
Port Chester, NY 10573

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vin Maresco <vinmaresco@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 9:23 AM
ClassificationComments
Public Hearing Schedule for Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am requesting that the APA add public hearings to the schedule in additional locations. Specifically I feel that
public hearings should be planed for Buffalo, Syracuse, NYC, and Long Island. All New Yorkers have a stake in the
classification decisions being considered and by not conducting public hearings in those locations the APA is
disenfranchising those constituents. In order to accommodate the additional public hearings, I am also requesting
that the public comment period be extended to January 31, 2017.
Sincerely,
Vin Maresco
6448 East Homer-Baltimore Road
Homer, NY 13077
607-758-3905

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vince Andolina <vinceandolina@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 9:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds tract Wild Forest Classification SUPPORT
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I support Alternative 1 for all of the following reasons:
1. All the property south of Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as Wild Forest. The area within the
perimeter road around Boreas Ponds should be classified Wild Forest. The area north of the ponds should be classified as
wilderness connecting to the High Peaks Wilderness area.
2. The area near and around of the roads does not have the character of “untrammeled by man” and therefore should be classified
as Wild Forest.
3. The Ponds are not natural and have been enhanced by a spillway and impoundment. The spillways and impoundment should be
left so that the current level of the ponds is not diminished. The spillways and impoundments will take maintenance and therefore
must be classified as Wild Forest to allow for administrative maintenance vehicles.
4. A Wild Forest corridor must be provided up to the south end of the Boreas Pond to allow for disabled access up to the pond.
This is a unique opportunity for disabled access where roads are already built and no trees need be cut. It is not reasonable to
propose a one mile cut trail for the disabled to bring canoes and kayaks to the pond.
5. Notwithstanding the classification of the property in general, Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as
Wild Forest to potentially allow for the use of the roads as snowmobile trails in the future. The trail will provide a snowmobile trail
route to connect Newcomb to North Hudson which would involve the cutting of a minimum of trees.
6. The tract of land contains over 50 miles of logging roads, multiple bridges that can carry 100,000 pound logging trucks, many
culverts, camp structures, has been logged for about 100 years by Finch Pruyn, and contained at one time a lodge and high voltage
power lines.
7. Finch Pruyn has demonstrated with their 100 years of stewardship of this property that a great deal of access can occur without
a negative impact to the quality of this state acquisition.
THANK YOU!
-Vincent Andolina
Buffalo, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vincent Bobin <vbobin@rochester.rr.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 5:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack
Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew
Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from the ponds at
LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it by a permit system if
judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most
knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that
these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Vincent Bobin
43 Sparrow Pointe
Penfield, NY 14526
585‐217‐1829

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vincent Burroughs <vdblcsar@rochester.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Vincent Burroughs
3500 Main St.
Piffard, NY 14533
585-243-3394

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vincent Burroughs <vdblcsar@rochester.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Vincent Burroughs
3500 Main St.
Piffard, NY 14533
585-243-3394

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vincent delucia <vdelucia@malta‐town.org>
Friday, December 30, 2016 1:24 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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senders or unexpected emails.

email: vdelucia@malta-town.org
realname: vincent delucia
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2540 route 9
city: malta
State: NY
zipcode: 12020
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vincent Sorbello <pnsvas@verizon.net>
Friday, December 23, 2016 8:51 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: pnsvas@verizon.net
realname: Vincent Sorbello
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 109 Brown Pt Dr
city: Lake Pleasant
State: NY
zipcode: 12108
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Viniamin T <viniamintok@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 10:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Adirondacks Boreas Ponds Tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hey I heard you guys were gonna classify the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wild Forest instead of Wilderness. I hope you preserve the
beautiful wilderness in NY and not let people drive over it with snowmobiles or motorized vehicles. C'mon I'm 23 years old and
am finally beginning to realize how beautiful the land is around me. You can preserve the wilderness for others to experience or
you can ruin it for others, but there's really no going back after that. I saw an Instagram photo asking for people to speak up and
since i hiked in the Adirondacks this past weekend i couldn't just sit silent. Please do what's best for the land and not people who
want to have an easier time with transportation.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Viola Murdock <viola.murdock@icloud.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Viola Murdock
226 Dagenkolb Road
Cold Brook, NY 13324
315-826-3411

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Violet Burnham <vidieandal@twcny.rr.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 12:21 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: vidieandal@twcny.rr.com
realname: Violet Burnham
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 22 Depue Rd
city: Canton
State: NY
zipcode: 13617
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia Bates <gbates@infoblvd.net>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 1:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Virginia Bates
9790 Oakhill Rd
Arkport, NY 14807

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia Bennett <vbennett@hawaii.edu>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Virginia Bennett
1201 Wilder Ave.
#1704
Honolulu, HI 96822
808-536-9597

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia Bennett <vbennett@hawaii.edu>
Friday, December 09, 2016 12:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Virginia Bennett
1201 Wider Ave.
#1704
Honolulu, HI 96822
808-536-9597

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia Laughlin <vllaughlin@verizon.net>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 3:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Virginia Laughlin
68 Amethyst Lane
Paterson, NJ 07501
973-278-2988

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia Naevestad <email.virginia2@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 10:56 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: email.virginia2@gmail.com
realname: Virginia Naevestad
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 141 Tinsman Rd
city: Frenchtown
State: NJ
zipcode: 08825-4110
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling and snowmobiling
destination in the Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a
whole new category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it
possible for bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would
bring riders through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of
the Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia Ruder <ginnyruder@gmail.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 3:50 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Virginia Ruder
2311 Silver Lake Rd
Au Sable Forks, NY 12912
518-647-5625

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia Traver <virginiabt28@hotmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 8:37 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Virginia Traver
45 Ver Planck St.
Albany, NY 12206
(518) 322-0950

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia Wilson <ginnyleewilson@att.net>
Friday, November 25, 2016 1:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Virginia Wilson
5702 Angola Rd. Lot #162
Toledo, OH 43615

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vishnudas Pai <Vishnudaspai@hotmail.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 7:44 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Vishnudas Pai
98 Harvey rd
Johnsburg, NY 12843
5182514158

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vita Razumovsky <vita.razumovsky@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 12:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Vita Razumovsky
3586 Larchmont Square Ln
Sacramento , CA 95821

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vito Len. Carbonara <Northrivercabin@gmail.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 3:45 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Northrivercabin@gmail.com
realname: Vito Len. Carbonara
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 108a we yo trail
city: Indian Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

viv4evermore@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Vivian Welton
<viv4evermore@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Vivian Welton
313 Old State Route 28
Phoenicia, NY 12464-5010
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Vivian Pisano
5 concord court
Colts Neck, NJ 07722
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As an older active outdoors man, including hiking,snowmobileing, etc. there should be little reason not for the public to have a little
access to the land that we are paying for from our tax dollars. The state gets so much from the people and the people get very little
from the state. Most people are very respectable of using things like trail access, lakes, camping, etc. Its bad enough a lot of the
younger generation today are not into the outdoors, a bit lazy and computer locked, its not healthy and the state should be promoting
more of the outdoors not taking it away. Just my opinion.

So I am writing for the Boreas Ponds support alternative 1, that all the property south of Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road
should be classified as Wild Forest. The area within the perimeter road around Boreas Ponds should be classified Wild Forest. The
area north of the ponds should be classified as wilderness connecting to the High Peaks Wilderness area.
Sincerely; Vincent Randone Albertson, NY.
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Vicki Shulof
5 Abode Rd
New Lebanon, NY 12125-2600
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
V Kreutz
1876 County Road 10
Norwich, NY 13815-3624
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Bridget Sharry
443 Coleman Ave
Elmira, NY 14903-9311
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Kathleen D. Regan, NYSAPA
PO Box 99, 1133 State Route 86,
Ray Brook, NY 12977
To whom it may concern,
Although I am generally very supportive of Protect the Adirondacks and the Adirondack Council, I do take exception to
their extreme obsession regarding the degree to which they seek classification of the former Finch lands as wilderness. It
seems to me that DEC's proposals are balanced and fair and provide the people of our state a better value for their
investment.
In addition, as someone who doesn't get around in the woods as well as he used to, and as such am representative of a
large and growing segment of our population, I would like to be able to gain some kind of reasonable access to the Boreas
Ponds. It seems to me that motorized access that gets you to within a reasonable portage (like something on the order of
Lake Lila), would retain the desired character of the area without excluding folks like myself who would otherwise find this
attractive destination out of reach. In other words, I would prefer your option #2, but with a closer access point.
Furthermore, as the operator of a resort that hosts well over a thousand visitors per year, I can assure you that such an
outcome will be a much greater attraction to my clientele than the more radical proposals that are being promoted in
opposition to your plans.
Finally, as a resident of Indian Lake, which was until very recently the largest body of water in the Adirondack Park that
was uninfested with invasives, I find the Adirondack Council's argument that an extreme wilderness classification will protect
these ponds from invasives to be rather hypocritical, considering the poorly conceived and puny job that they have done in
fighting invasives elsewhere in the Park, up to this point. It would be extraordinarily rare for invasives to be transported on
kayaks or canoes, and fishermen's bait-born invasives will need to be controlled by other means in any case.
Respectfully,
Jon Voorhees, owner/operator, Camp Driftwood
124 Driftwood Trail, Indian Lake NY 12842
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Vitina Muirhead
26 New Jersey St
Dix Hills, NY 11746-6854
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Fern Wachtel
355 8th Ave Apt 15A
New York, NY 10001-4885
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Laura Nowacl
405 Sheffield Ct
Brewster, NY 10509-6515

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wade Bastian <william.wade.bastian@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 08, 2016 3:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Before this letter goes into the standard argument for wilderness, let me put in my personal feelings about wilderness. I lived in
Girdwood, Alaska for two years before returning to the Adirondacks for a season of Summit Stewarding, which is when I learned
about this fight over the Boreas Ponds land classification. During my time in Alaska, I was able to see and experience true,
untrammeled wilderness. The hiking trails in and around Girdwood, which is directly south of the largest city in Alaska, were used
very heavily. Even with this impact, only a half hour's hike away from the Seward Highway would bring complete and utter peace.
The impact of hikers quickly drops off, and true wilderness, which is very hard to come by, started to take form. Going from a
very large, undeveloped backcountry to the High Peaks wilderness was quite a change, with thousands of hikers coming through
each weekend, but it is still possible to get to quiet, wild places. One experience of this was going to Boreas Ponds to see what the
fuss was all about. Yes, there are completely overgrown roads, but especially towards the northern sections of this tract, it is a
beautiful wild area. Please, designate this area as wilderness, to keep this sense of wild in the Adirondacks. And now, the rest of
the argument, which you have probably read before.
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!

Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Wade Bastian

Wade Bastian
PO Box 745
Girdwood, AK 99587
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wadsworth Sykes
rochester, NY 14424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wait, Gregory (OPWDD)
Friday, December 09, 2016 8:18 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Boreas Ponds

Dear Kathleen Regan,
Please classify the Boreas Ponds as wilderness from the Blue Ridge Road. We don’t need more snowmobile trails. We need
more snow!
This is a small and invaluable piece of land. You can make it an international treasure, or not. To forgo this incredible
opportunity would be a shame. To have
an opportunity to safeguard the headwaters of the great Hudson river, and not take it, is just bizarre to me.
In your opening remarks, you mention that the Boreas Ponds is a “ relatively large piece of land”. I propose to you that it is a
very small piece of wilderness
on a planet where wilderness is disappearing. To present the Boreas ponds as a large area of land is an incorrect perception.
We are not “ closing people out” with a Wilderness classification. We will have this incredible, majestic, world renowned
sanctuary. I propose that North Hudson, Minerva, and Newcomb will be flooded with people for ecotourism to study, and for
recreational opportunities. Once you let motors in there….it’s gone.
As for people with physical challenges, I have worked as an RN for 33 years in developmental disabilities. I have taken
individuals on Gondola rides and car rides up Prospect and Whiteface Mountains. There are many places to get a view. Horse
carriage could take folks in. This is not the place for motor vehicles.
I ask that you consider setting an example for the people of NYS, and the entire world. I ask that you make a decision that is
respectful and caring to the people of the Adirondacks, and the Adirondackers of the future. The only responsible decision,
with these considerations, is Wilderness from the Blue Ridge Road.
Thank you,
Gregory Wait

IMPORTANT NOTICE : This message and any attachments are solely for the intended recipient and may contain confidential
information which is, or may be, legally privileged or otherwise protected by law from further disclosure. If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, use, or distribution of the information included in this e-mail and any attachments is
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and immediately and
permanently delete this e-mail and any attachments.
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Wallace Elton <wally.elton@earthlink.net>
Monday, December 26, 2016 2:51 PM
ClassificationComments
My Christmas Wish: Wilderness for Boreas Tract
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Dear Ms. Regan:
Opportunities to protect truly wild places on the scale represented by the acquisition of the area known as the Boreas Tract do not
come along often in our part of the world. Not seizing the opportunity to preserve such land in an untrammeled condition for future
generations when it does come through Wilderness designation, especially when the lands and waters are as magnificent as in this
case, would be a failure of epic proportions.
Unfortunately, the four alternatives presented in the DEIS for the Boreas Tract all represent steps toward just such a failure. These
alternatives are inadequate for several reasons.
First, these four alternatives do not represent a reasonable range of possible classifications. All allow road access to Boreas
Ponds, and none meet the State Land Master Plan obligation to consider classifying all or most of the tract as Wilderness. The
Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as the top priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel pits. Your proposed
alternatives ignore this entirely.
Second, Alternative 1 probably is illegal because it conflicts with the State Land Master Plan directive that the protection of natural
resources be the paramount objective. Although recreational uses are important, they must not degrade those resources. Yet
Alternative 1 actually appears to pose the greatest possible number of actual or potential environmental impacts to the Boreas
Ponds and the land around the Ponds.
Third, allowing motor vehicle use of Gulf Brook Road amounts to promoting the destruction of the sense of remoteness found in
the Boreas Ponds Tract despite it being one of the area's fundamental Wilderness values. In addition, such motor vehicle use would
jeopardize the protection of the natural resources on the tract, most notable the significant wetland surrounding the ponds.
To satisfy the law, the APA probably should throw out the current alternatives entirely and start this process over again using
alternatives that meet the requirements of the law and the State Land Master Plan and present an appropriate range of options,
including maximum Wilderness classification.
On the assumption that you will not do that, I therefore urge you to reject the current four alternatives and instead adopt
a full Wilderness classification that closes most of the existing Gulf Brook Road and
other logging roads across the Boreas Ponds Tract to all public use of motorized vehicles so as to preserve the unique and highly
sensitive boreal ecosystems and their associated biodiversity and wilderness qualities of solitude and silence for the enjoyment of
present and future generations.
In doing so, you will recognize the rare opportunity to establish the largest wilderness area in the eastern United States,
some 280,000 acres that will have ecological importance on a global scale and will boost local and regional outdoor businesses.
Please note that the Boreas Ponds tract is accessible on foot via the
Blue Ridge Road and that appropriate, wheeled access for canoe or kayak carts and horse access opportunities for the disabled
or physically-challenged, elderly (like me) and families can take place with proper
planning while enabling all to have a true Wilderness experience.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.
Sincerely,

Wallace Elton
36 Curt Blvd
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wally Ruehle <wruehle@frontiernet.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond Tract
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I cannot support any of the 4 alternatives proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I support giving the Boreas Ponds, its waters and
shores a Wilderness protection. The only motorized use should be for a parking lot more than a mile from the ponds at LaBier
Flow (as endorsed by the Nature Conservancy). Finally I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and
East tracts as well as the Casey Brook tract. This is a great opportunity to protect such a wonderful wilderness area and I
strongly feel it deserves the most stringent protection we can provide.
Thank you.
Margaret Ruehle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walt Cunniff <Wcunn48@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 11:17 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Wcunn48@aol.com
realname: Walt Cunniff
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 424
city: Indian Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
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Walt Paul <waltpaul@twc.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 8:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification
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December 13, 2016
Kathy Regan
APA
PO Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Re: Boreas Pond Classification
Dear Ms. Regan:
I support Option 1, Wild forest, pertaining to the classification of Boreas Ponds for the following reasons:
1. The existing state of the lands and infrastructure including the man made impoundments, road infrastructure
and gravel pits do not fit the A.P. State Land Master Plan definitions of wilderness or Primitive. It is time the the
Adirondack park Agency to stop manufacturing Wilderness and start following the plan.
2. Classification of the Boreas Ponds, the East & West Macintyre tracts as wild forest will allow ALL citizens and tax
payers of New York State the opportunity to visit and recreate on this land; the very young, families, the elderly,
the fit, physically disable and handicapped.
3. By now we should have learned that it is not the classification itself, but the management plan that actually
conserves the resource, while providing access and recreational activities. The High Peaks area classified as
Wilderness has been devastated by over use and commercialization by the Adirondack Mountain Club yet is a
“Wilderness”.
Let everyone enjoy the lands!
Sincerely yours,
Walt Paul
946 Racquette River Rd.
South Colton, N.Y. 13687
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walter Harr <nharding8@frontier.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 5:21 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: nharding8@frontier.com
realname: Walter Harr
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5397 NYS route 30
city: Indian Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walter Heenan <waltheenan@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 6:49 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: waltheenan@gmail.com
realname: Walter Heenan
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 418 McKinstry Rd.
city: Gardiner
State: NY
zipcode: 12525
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walter Lutchko <wlutchko@optonline.net>
Friday, November 04, 2016 8:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Walter Lutchko
25 Sweetman Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480
9737283974

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walter McCullough <mmr007@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 6:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Walter McCullough
631 VALENTINE POND RD
Pottersville, CT 12860
518-494-7591

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walter McCullough <mmr007@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:53 AM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
I have a vacation home in the Adirondacks and I am in favor of the Boreas Ponds.
Sincerely,
Walter McCullough
52 Lords Highway
Weston, CT 06883
2032275478

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walter Scally <waltscal@aol.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 2:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Walter Scally
51 Pioneer Boulevard
Huntington Station, NY 11746

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walter Scally <waltscal@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Walter Scally
51 Pioneer Boulevard
Huntington Station, NY 11746

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Walter Vertigan <wvertigan@twcny.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 11:16 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Walter Vertigan
23 Treeline Drive
Liverpool, NY 13090

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wanda I Pereira <vargas43@twc.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 8:15 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Wanda I Pereira
159 Big Bay Rd
Queensbury, NY 12804
917 589 4655
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wanda I Pereira <vargas43@twc.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Wanda I Pereira
159 Big Bay Rd
Queensbury, NY 12804
9175894655

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wanda Perez‐Diaz <wlizperez@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 10:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wanda Perez-Diaz
132 Curtis Street
Rochester , NY 14606

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wangpaulp@yahoo.com
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 1:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas ‐ Allow bikes please. Support local economy/community

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello I have been visiting the Adirondacks for more than 15 years. I love hiking, I love the wild forest, and I greatly
appreciate the wilderness areas.
Wilderness is great, but so is Wild Forest!
We MUST do everything to maximize the local economy. The wider variety of allowed usage under Wild Forest
classification will help the economy and local residents more.
Thank you,
- Paul, from Connecticut

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

warde4@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Eddie Ward <warde4@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Eddie Ward
1405 Ackerly Pond Ln
Southold, NY 11971-3060

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Waring Michelle <jrsoccerfreak@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 8:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Michelle Waring

Michelle Waring
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Warren Glover <wglover6810@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 7:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Warren Glover
17 Newport Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14216
(716) 836-2903

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

watersprite7@twcny.rr.com
Saturday, December 03, 2016 8:02 AM
ClassificationComments
The Boreas Ponds tract of land in Essex County to the west of the hamlet of North Hudson.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please make available for snowmobile and bicycle use: the Boreas Ponds tract of
land in Essex County to the west of the hamlet of North Hudson. Please classify this
tract of land as wild forest so that a connection can be made to two existing trails/
Thank you.
A snowmobiling family of six.
Joan Stearns
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wayne Berry <soilstag@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 10:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wayne Berry
489 rt 202
N. Monmouth, ME 04265

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wayne Ellett <wayne@margot.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 12:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Wayne Ellett
19 Shadowbrook Drive
Clifton Park, NY 12065
5182814665

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wayne Ellett <wayne@margot.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 4:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Wayne Ellett
19 Shadowbrook Drive
Clifton Park, NY 12065
5182814665

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wayne Ellett <wayne@margot.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 6:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Wayne Ellett
19 Shadowbrook Drive
Clifton Park, NY 12065
5182814665

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wayne elsaesser <welsaesser@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 1:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Designate Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

I sincerely support limiting access to Boreas Ponds in order to keep it as pristine as possible. Making access an effort will go a
long way to preserving the wilderness quality of this amazing acquisition.
I cannot help but think of the unfortunate consequence that direct access to Little Tupper Lake has had on the heritage brook
tout that once dominated that lake. Easy public access allowed the introduction of non‐native fish that now severely threaten
the sustainability of that ecosystem.
Lake Lila has been able to maintain a significant degree of wildness by simply forcing visitors to carry their boats. This limits
the amount of cargo people bring with them and discourages people from going there to party.
I firmly believe that making visitors work a little for the privilege of experiencing such a beautiful wilderness setting not only
protects the area it also makes for a more rewarding experience.
Respectfully yours,
Wayne Elsaesser
wayne elsaesser
34 park
holland, NY 14080
7169491946

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wayne Murphy <wayne13413@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 2:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wayne Murphy
10 Tamarack Drive
New Hartford, NY 13413

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wayne ramer <wayner8@comcast.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:34 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness. Once this rare and unspoiled wilderness is overrun with too much easy access it will be too late and
can never get it back, this is a once in a lifetime chance to keep it pristine KEEP IT COMPLETELY WILD!! thank
you
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

wayne ramer
185 mt top loop
indianlake, NY 12842
6096809505

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wayne ramer <wayner8@comcast.net>
Monday, December 05, 2016 7:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tgract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

wayne ramer
185 mt top dr
indianlake , NY 12842

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wayne Rathbun <otisgudlyfe@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 5:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wayne Rathbun
Delta, PA 17313

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wayne Richter <wrichter@nycap.rr.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 6:52 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Kathleen D. Regan - Deputy Director, Planning Adirondack Park Agency PO Box 99
1133 State Route 86 Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Ms. Regan:
I write in support of a Wilderness classification of the Boreas Ponds acquisition, including the road leading up to
the ponds and the area near the dam. Even Boreas Alternative 4, the most protective of the APA’s four
alternatives, falls short of adequate protection for this area by allowing road access to the ponds via a Primitive
Area corridor.
APA Chairman Sherman Craig’s words are better than my own. Interviewed for the November-December
Adirondac magazine of the Adirondack Mountain Club, he said, “Ultimately, it is the sense of remoteness or the
opportunity to reestablish remoteness along with the presence of critical natural resources that drives the
determination between Wilderness and Wild Forest. With an ever-expanding population, opportunities for a
wilderness experience are diminishing.”
The “sense of remoteness” mentioned by Mr. Craig makes a strong argument for ending road and motorized
access at least one mile from the Boreas Ponds, and for classifying the remaining approach to the ponds and their
shorelines as Wilderness. A non-Wilderness corridor to the ponds is an intrusion into the Wilderness, stealing the
very remoteness that is intrinsic to its nature. We must look to the long term; given sufficient time, the forest will
take over the road and restore the ponds’ remoteness.
I further note the importance of classifying the MacIntyre East tract, the MacIntyre West tract and the Casey Brook
tract as Wilderness so that a greater High Peaks Wilderness area can be established.
Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,
Wayne Richter

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wbish@roadrunner.com
Monday, December 12, 2016 6:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Classification 1 for Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear DEC,
As a frequent flyer in the adirondack mountains since I was a child either skiing, hiking, boating, hunting, or
camping I have a great appreciation for the unmatched beauty and recreational opportunities it provides. I find it
unfortunate that some of the environmental groups seek to keep this amazing place exclusive to only a certain type
of individual by the classification of wilderness. This excludes many individuals as not all are capable of hiking or
walking extended distances. These people still appreciate and would love to be able to take advantage of the
beauty of these areas. Many will essentially be excluded from them under a wilderness classification. A well
managed wild forest classification for many areas will allow those less fortunate that are not to be able to hike long
distances or carry canoes or kayaks long distances to still enjoy these areas. I am not a lawyer and do not
understand all the nuances but it would seem a well managed wild forest plan would allow access to all without
compromising the ecology of the area. Finch Pryne has maintained the Boreas ponds and Macintyre tracts
responsibly for many years without detriment to the area and a fairly good infrastructure of roads already exists to
handle access. Nothing more needs to be done except manage what is already there.
I am 46er 6615 and now 3 x over a 46er, an ADK member for 10+ years, a member of the Opalesent Hunting club,
and have a very very strong love of this area having been born and lived my entire life here.
Thank you for listening to my thoughts. I realize how difficult this decision is.
Wes Bishop
146 Sunnyside North
Queensbury, NY 12804

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wcarey@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Wayne Carey <wcarey@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Wayne Carey
6401 136th St
Flushing, NY 11367-1114

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Weigel Susan <weigel_susan@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 4:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Susan Weigel
137 Germania Ave
Syracuse, NY 13219

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendell Beadnell <beadnellw@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 8:42 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: beadnellw@yahoo.com
realname: Wendell Beadnell
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 913 Schroon River Road
city: Warrensburg
State: NY
zipcode: 12885
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you. Wendell Beadnell
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendell George <wgeorgeny@earthlink.net>
Friday, November 04, 2016 6:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Wendell George
2211 W Hubbel Hill Rd.
Margaretville, NY 12455
845-586-6273

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy <tigge96@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 9:55 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To Whom It May Concern,
I am in favor of alternative #1 for the Boreas Ponds tract. I would have liked to been at the meeting last
night at RIT to show support for it however, I had to work. I am a outdoor enthusiast and this option
gives me the best chance to continue to make use of the land and water in the Boreas area.
I further support the classification of Wild Forest for all the tract that are in consideration for similar
issues. I say this as our clubs representatives, that were at the meeting last night, mentioned that this is
only one of many that are going to be on the table for discussion in coming times. The Wild Forest
classification would still allow many people to be able to have access and enjoy the beauty of the land,
where wild forest classification confines use to a select few.
I hope you take this into consideration when aiming to do what is best for society and to preserve the
land for people to come in the future!
Thanks,
Wendy Matthews
138 Sussex Road
Rochester, NY 14623

*****************

Wendy Matthews
Tastefully Simple Independent Consultant
Tastefully Simple
*****************

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy Bateman <vendi40@hotmail.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 9:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wendy Bateman
192 huffer rd
Hilton, NY 14468

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy Gottlieb <jefwenaljo@aol.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 5:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wendy Gottlieb
New City, NY 10956

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy King <WendyJunonia477@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 2:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Wendy King
28 Chaddesden Close
Dronfield Woodhouse
Dronfield, ot S18 8QL
01245 410734

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy Kurlowicz <wendykworld@icloud.com>
Friday, October 14, 2016 6:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Table Motion to Approve DSEIS for Boreas Ponds Tract
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Please reject proposal and reconsider a wilderness proposal!! Let's focus efforts on towns already established
near trails , lakes and mountains and revamp THEIR economy. Cranberry lake is a ghost of what it used to be and
Tupper lake to name just two!
Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy Li <wendy_li99@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 11:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wendy Li
Cleveland, OH 44136

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy Pierce <wpierce14222@gmail.com>
Monday, November 28, 2016 2:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the
ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to
the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make the best of this
opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Wendy Pierce
43 Brantford Pl
Buffalo, NY 14222
7168813623

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy Stevenson <wsteven@frontiernet.net>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:02 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Wendy Stevenson
8398 Harpers Ferry
Springwater, NY 14560

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy Ullman <wcu3@juno.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 5:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wendy Ullman
5747 Ridgeview dr
Doylestown, PA 18902

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wendy Whittmore <wwhittmo@hotmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 12:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wendy Whittmore
28 Dunham Pond Road
Greenfield Center, NY 12883

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wendyfogel@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Wendy Sue Fogel
<wendyfogel@everyactioncustom.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 8:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Wendy Sue Fogel
55 Central Park W
New York, NY 10023-6076

From:
Sent:
To:

wes lavery <wcsautorepair@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 12:33 PM
ClassificationComments

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please don't take are hunting , hiking and camping land away.
Wesley C Lavery of Glenville ny. Please don't forget that handy caped people need acess to . They also vote!

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

wester.miga@frontiernet.net
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 8:04 AM
ClassificationComments
fmonroe2@gmail.com; Ron Moore; Wester Miga
Macintyre Alternatives

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Good Morning Kathy,
Please register this note as a request for more than one alternative for the upcoming classifications of Macintyre
East + West.
One alternative of a Wilderness classification for these parcels does not appear to reflect the road networks which
exist within the tracts, that could accommodate recreational use.
Please also register this request for maps to be used at the classification hearings which show existing roads for
the Boreas, Macintyre East + Macintyre West tracts.
Thank-you

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

wester.miga@frontiernet.net
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:58 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
fmonroe2@gmail.com; roger_dziengeleski@yahoo.com; minerva.supervisor@frontiernet.net;
ilsuper@hotmail.com; llsuper@adirondackacres.com; randypreston@townofwilmington.org;
wesayso@full‐moon.com; chairman@hamiltoncountyny.gov; aparker@twcny.rr.com;
djacange@gmail.com; Richards, Karyn b (DEC); john.brodt@behancom.com;
tom@lessismore.bz; jkemper@saratogacountyny.gov; conners@billconners.net;
newyorkfishandwildlifeboard@gmail.com; Ron Moore; Wester Miga
R1: Macintyre Tracts

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Good Morning Kathy,
Please be advised that I had sent a similar request this morning to classificationcomments@apa.ny.gov
The consideration is much appreciated.
Thank-you
Wester Miga, Supervisor
Town of Newcomb
From: "northhudsonsuper@aol.com" <northhudsonsuper@aol.com>
To: kathleen.regan@apa.ny.gov
Cc: fmonroe2@gmail.com; roger_dziengeleski@yahoo.com; minerva.supervisor@frontiernet.net; wester.miga@frontiernet.net;
ilsuper@hotmail.com; llsuper@adirondackacres.com; randypreston@townofwilmington.org; wesayso@full-moon.com;
chairman@hamiltoncountyny.gov; aparker@twcny.rr.com; djacange@gmail.com; kbrichar@gw.dec.state.ny.us;
john.brodt@behancom.com; tom@lessismore.bz; jkemper@saratogacountyny.gov; conners@billconners.net;
newyorkfishandwildlifeboard@gmail.com
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 8:45 AM
Subject: Macintyre Tracts
Dear Kathy,
I write to you today to express my disappointment and dissatisfaction with the classification package in regards to there being only one
alternative for the MacIntyre West and MacIntyre East tracts, almost entirely classified as Wilderness. Both of these tracts have an
existing road and bridge infrastructure similar to the Essex Chain, Indian River and Boreas tracts. These roads and bridges have
sustained the use logging trucks for nearly 100 years or more and could surely provide recreational opportunities such as bicycling and
snowmobiling, which in turn would bring more tourists to the area, and which has been one of the reasons for the State acquiring these
lands, as the Governor has stated on numerous occasions. These tracts of land clearly do not fit the definition of Wilderness as defined
in the State Land Master Plan, an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man. This is clearly an
area where man and his works dominate the landscape. With this in mind, and the fact that the Essex Chain, the Indian River and
now the Boreas Tracts have had multiple alternatives, why would the MacIntyre tracts be any different? I would respectfully request that
additional alternatives be added that would include the recreational use of the existing road and bridge infrastructure and that maps
showing these roads be provided at future APA hearings for both the MacIntyre Tracts and the Boreas Tract.
Sincerely,
Ronald Moore, Supervisor
Town of North Hudson

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

wester.miga@frontiernet.net
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 10:56 AM
ClassificationComments
Wester Miga
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Good Morning,
Please register this note as a vote for Alternative # 1 in classifying the Boreas Ponds Tract.
This land definitely supports the imprint of man, as it contains a vast road network and was logged for years.
The Alternative # 1 classification will allow for recreational opportunities to an enhanced group of people who paid
for the acquisition and will pay for the upkeep on this land.
Recreational activity supports the Governor's vision of using this tool to help maintain local economies.
Being that Hunting and Fishing Clubs will loose their leases, it is imperative that some measure be taken to
replace revenue which the Clubs provided to local economies.
Thank-you

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

wester.miga@frontiernet.net
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 10:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Wester Miga
Macintyre East

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Good Morning,
Please register this note as a vote for Wild Forest classification in the Macintyre East Tract.
This land definitely supports the imprint of man, as it contains a vast road network and was logged for years.
The Wild Forest classification will allow for recreational opportunities to an enhanced group of people who paid for
the acquisition and will pay for the upkeep for this land.
Thank-you

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wester.miga@frontiernet.net
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 10:44 AM
ClassificationComments
Macintyre West

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Good Morning,
Please register this note as a vote for Wild Forest classification in the Macintyre West Tract.
This land definitely supports the imprint of man, as it contains a vast road network and was logged for years.
The Wild Forest classification will allow for recreational opportunities to an enhanced group of people who paid for
the acquisition and will pay for the upkeep for this land.
Recreational activity supports the Governor's vision of using this tool to help maintain local economies.
Thank-you

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Weston Davis <wwd2son@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 9:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Weston Davis
Columbus, OH 43201

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wgonzalezgarcia@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of William G Gonzalez
<wgonzalezgarcia@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
William G Gonzalez
200 Dashew Dr Apt A15
Suffern, NY 10901-4289

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

whalend@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Patrick Whalen <whalend@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:52 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Patrick Whalen
124 Port Watson St Apt 218
Cortland, NY 13045-3164

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

whiteman13020@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Shawn Clarke
<whiteman13020@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Shawn Clarke
119 Fawn Ln E
South Setauket, NY 11720-1333

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

whitetaileddeer@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Bridget Irons
<whitetaileddeer@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 8:39 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Bridget Irons
16 W Southampton Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19118-3909

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Whitney Goachee <whitneygoachee@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 4:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Whitney Goachee
Malone, NY 12953

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Whitney Pluff <whitneyvrooman@ymail.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 9:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Whitney Pluff
Oswego, NY 13126

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Whitney Shepard <whshepard@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Whitney Shepard
Fayetteville , NY 13066

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Will Chang <wchang6@bu.edu>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 1:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Will Chang
102 E 22nd st
New York, NY 10010

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Will Foote <willfoote36@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 2:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Will Foote
Canton, NY 13617

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Will kolek <Kolekw@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Will kolek
6 n main
Middleport, NY 14105
7169839612

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Will Thomson <wdt6208@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 1:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Will Thomson
225 21st apt 2
Brooklyn , NY 11232

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Willard Bruce <wbruce5190@gmail.com>
Sunday, October 30, 2016 4:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas pond classification decision

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I biked into the Boreas pond on October 1st. It was a nice ride in, but it was already a bit crowded. We towed in a kayak and
Hornbeck behind our bikes. There were three people on horseback. I loved seeing the horses, but they walked into the Boreas for
a drink, where it was a gentle incline, same one being used by some kayaks and a canoe for access . One of the horses pooped in
the shallow water, on the shoreline. Then, a guy getting out of his canoe stepped in the poop and was upset, was ranting and
raving. So I already witnessed user conflicts.
Please do not allow snow mobiles, ATV's or any other motorized vehicles. The noise and air pollution alone would ruin the
experience for hikers, or anyone that really wants to appreciate the natural/ scenic beauty. There are just too many people now,
and not enough places to experience something that even approaches wilderness. We need more places to get away from all the
folks who can't seem to enjoy the outdoors unless they are riding noisy, polluting, gasoline powered vehicles. The ATV's and
snowmobiles can also be dangerous for hikers and walkers, not too mention the drivers who may be drinking and/or driving
recklessly.
I was originally in favor of bikes, but not even sure about that now, after my 10/1 experience. Leave the parking lot at the 3.5 mile
post, but only allow hikers, or folks towing in kayaks or canoes,that is where I'm leaning now.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William A. Shafer <arcangel@twcny.rr.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 10:10 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: arcangel@twcny.rr.com
realname: William A. Shafer
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 26 William Street
city: Cortland
State: NY
zipcode: 13045
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Aldinger <w_aldinger@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:24 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: w_aldinger@hotmail.com
realname: William Aldinger
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 15 Sunset Rd.
city: Hadley
State: NY
zipcode: 12835
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Amadon <naturescapesbilly@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 4:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
William Amadon
410 Leaning Road
Essex, NY 12936
5189250552

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Bartos <willjbar@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:57 AM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

William Bartos
2 race street
scottsville, NY 14546
5853053145

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Bergan <wbergan@adirondacktrustinsurance.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 11:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&bbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Bergan
9 Whitney Place
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Berner <niftiblu@msn.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 4:57 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Berner
824 North Rd
Dolgeville, NY 13329
518-568-5254

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Cahaney <wcahaney@windstream.net>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 8:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
William Cahaney
156 Timberlake Trail
Shepherdsville, KY 40165
502-921-9608

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Cole <william.cole2424@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 9:22 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: william.cole2424@yahoo.com
realname: William Cole
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 62 Rock Beach Road
city: Rochester
State: NY
zipcode: 14617
Comments: Dear Gov. Cuomo and APA, Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will
keep the existing roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place
common‐sense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered
Wilderness. The ponds are man‐made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant
human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and
surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract
more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably
accessible to people of all ages and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack
communities and attract
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Coman <wcoman@ntcnet.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 12:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Kathleen D Regan:
This is a plea to protect our beautiful Adirondack Park and to prevent the increasing motorized access, including the Boreas
Ponds Wilderness area.
I am an 86‐year old man, no longer able to hike very deep into the woods, but it is VERY important to me to protect our unique
Adirondack Park for future generations. Please, let us increase the true Wilderness areas of the Park and prevent motorized
access!
Most Sincerely,
William E. Coman

‐‐‐
This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Crowe <wdcrowe50@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 3:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I understand that, from this parking lot, paddlers will be able to paddle the LaBier Flow to the Boreas Ponds.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Crowe
217 Avalon Dr.
Rochester, NY 14618
585-319-0752

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Czarnowski <czarnow@warwick.net>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 1:39 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

William Czarnowski
240 Spanktown Rd.
Spanktown Rd.
Florida, NY 10921
845-651-7667

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

william deane <perspicaciousu@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
The Boreas victory is being shattered with a loophole that has to be closed. The motorized cycle lobby doesn't
stop, does it?
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely, william deane

william deane
372 Fifth Avenue 7-B
New York, NY 10018
212 7575418

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

william deane <perspicaciousu@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 2:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Kathy Regan,
"Forever Wild?" This is a case of forever gone, the peace and serenity of our Adirondack's Boreas Ponds,
destroyed forever by noisy motor bikes and snow mobiles. You'll have nature's conservatory uprooted by careless
partygoers ignoring nature's balance. There are plenty of other locations in the Park for disturbing nature. Why do
we need to see this particular section of the Park destroyed, in an area forestry experts have proven needs to be
left alone for nature and those living next to it. I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four
alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important
scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
william deane
372 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10018
(212) 7575418

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William DeGrush <wdegrush@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 12:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William DeGrush
Framingham, MA 01704

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Dezen <goldhouse33@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 3:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

William Dezen
7928 Shire Ln
Victor, NY 14564
5857423755

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Dornan <treeman4869@yahoo.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 10:56 AM
ClassificationComments
This land should be open for all... senior citizens should have access.. snowmobiles should have
access.?We TAX PAYERS paid for this land!!!
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unexpected emails.

Sent from my iPhone
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

William E. Crawley <fashion_relief@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 8:21 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: fashion_relief@yahoo.com
realname: William E. Crawley
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 8448 Barbara Dr.
city: Mentor
State: OH
zipcode: 44060
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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William Ellison <kisor@warwick.net>
Friday, December 16, 2016 12:53 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: kisor@warwick.net
realname: William Ellison
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 64 Eisenhower Dr
city: Middletown,
State: NY
zipcode: 109404538
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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William F. Farrenkopf <xchief21@msn.com>
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: xchief21@msn.com
realname: William F. Farrenkopf
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 293 McClure Rd.
city: Salisbury
State: NY
zipcode: 13454
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Farkas <WmF510@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:13 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Farkas
510 Yardley Commons
Yardley, PA 19067
2154935101

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Farone <Willfarone88@hotmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 3:52 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Farone
6195 S. Livonia rd
Conesus, NY 14435
3154271588
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Subject:

William Farrenkopf <williamfarrenkopf@gmail.com>
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: williamfarrenkopf@gmail.com
realname: William Farrenkopf
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 13 locust Ave
city: New Windsor
State: NY
zipcode: 12553
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
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William Fay <svacfay@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 1:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Fay
12 Cardogan Square
Rochester, NY 14625
5856718241

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

william fensterer <wwindower@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 6:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
william fensterer
128 sabousin dr
willsboro, NY 12996
917 704 5776

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Fischer <wbf8@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 10:13 AM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed
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Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the Boreas Ponds
land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. The
watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around the ponds. By
allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the environment and the
communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by overcrowding. The Boreas River
south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience with
reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds in order for them
to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to protect this
unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come and protect the Boreas
Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Fischer
205 Barringer Rd
Ilion, NY 13357
3158944082

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

William G. Farber <chairman@hamiltoncountyNY.gov>
Friday, December 30, 2016 3:35 PM
ClassificationComments
William G. Farber
Hamilton County Comments
APA‐Z30153201‐0001.pdf
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Kathy,
Attached are the comments from Hamilton County.
Thanks,
Bill

William G. Farber, Chairman
Hamilton County Board of Supervisors
102 County View Dr.
PO Box 205
Lake Pleasant, NY 12108
PH: 518-548-6651
FAX: 518-548-7608

APA-Z30153201-0001.pdf
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Gordon <oldtech@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:47 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Per JOHN MUIR: "In wildness is the salvation of the world..." and has been my staff and rod against depression.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Gordon
7 Court Street
Albany,, NY 12205
518-456-3903

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Graser <mollyand1@aol.com>
Friday, October 21, 2016 2:52 PM
ClassificationComments
Classification comments
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Hello
I have gone to the Adirondacks yearly for the past 15 years. I always try to hike 1 trail each year. This year I am 69 and hiking is not as
easy as it once was. I would hope as you classify tracts you take into consideration we older people who really love the mountains but
may be challenged to use them as forever wild may be too restrictive.
Thank You
William Graser
Orchard Park NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Gratz <wfgratz@optonline.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
William Gratz
PO Box 115
Easton, CT 06612
203-459-9923

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Gregg <will.gregg.302@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 8:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Gregg
Oriskany, NY 13424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Hastings <Roinorris@verizon.net>
Sunday, November 06, 2016 4:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

William Hastings
6 Amity Drive
Camillus, NY 13031
315-488-5397

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Hauser <charles.hauser@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 7:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Hauser
12 Montvale Lane
Rochester, NY 14626

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Herman <wherman1@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:17 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Moreover, over twenty miles of trail are being created to allow motorized snowmobile use. To balance that use,
these purchases adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness area should remain classified as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Herman
William Herman
12 Harwich Drive
Albany, NY 12205
518.207.5912

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Hilburn <wshilburn@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
William Hilburn
1148 5th Ave
3c
New York, NY 10128
2129967926

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Hoar <billhoar@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 3:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
William Hoar
6 Quincy Ave
Bayville, NY 11709
5166283522

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Holland <will.holland@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:54 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Holland
Bristol, VT 05443

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Huber <whuber1234@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Huber
66 Cliffisde Drive
Canandaigua, ND 14424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Kelley <willk98@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 12:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Kelley
Albany, NY 12203

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Kenny <kenny_w@ix.netcom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:23 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Kenny
75 Culver Parkwsy
Rochester, NY 14609
585-490-2443

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Knutsen <billdotknutsen@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Knutsen
1240 Elton Ave
Schenectady, NY 12309
5183938508

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Kolek <Kolekw@yahoo.com>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 8:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Kolek
6n
Middleport, NY 14105
7169839612

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Koury <WCFK50@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 11:49 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: WCFK50@gmail.com
realname: William Koury
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2 Woodstream Ct
city: New Hartford
State: NY
zipcode: 13413
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Long <wcl14158@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 5:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Long
783 County Rte 8
Elizabethtown, NY 12932

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Loockerman <wloockerman@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
William Loockerman
7643 Lewis Road
Holland, NY 14080
716-652-8299

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

william lowe <wglolo@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:34 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: wglolo@yahoo.com
realname: william lowe
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 151 toppings path, postal box 93
city: bridgehampton
State: NY
zipcode: 11932-0093
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Lucano <williamlucano@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
William Lucano
223 Euston Road
Garden City, NY 11530
516-319-7732

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Luppino <wluppino@msn.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 9:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Luppino
5881 Walker Road
Deerfield, NY 13502

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Mathews <mathews@geneseo.edu>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
William Mathews
8 Wintergreen Way
Rochester, NY 14618
585 442 4575

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Meyer <Wtmiii@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
MY WIFE, family, and friends ENJOY canoeing, kyacking, hiking, camping, wildlife observation, plant
identification etc... In the Adirondacks on a regular basis. What keeps me coming back is the opportunity to
explore wild forests and remote ponds.
We also enjoy exploring the small towns an shopping for local artisans goods and local delicacies.
WE BOUNCE from time spent in the wilderness to being pomperes in town, visiting hotels and restaurant often.
We spend generously to outfit our wilderness trips in the area. Sometimes it costs more then a luxury hotel to outfit
one trip! Ugh but we spend it!
It is the WILDERNESS opportunities that keep is coming back multiple times a year.
DESIGNATION of the Boreas Ponds tract as wilderness would be a boon for tourism and the area and we support
full wilderness designation!
TEDDY ROSEVELT would want it this way.
Also note we tend to avoid the pull in ans park type destinations.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Meyer
17 Pine St
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Mills <wmillsgm@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 12:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
My family has owned land in the Adirondacks for a century, and to me--after traveling all over the U.S.--the special
value of such increasingly rare land relatively free of motorized pleasure vehicles is beyond calculating. Please
take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. Multiple-use
wilderness is a fraud: one snowmobile within a mile ruins the beauty, leaving a stench that takes half an hour to
dissipate. Wilderness requires the absence of machines. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far
enough to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

William Mills
10933 Harpers Sq Ct
Reston, VA 20191
7032821305

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Mindnich <wjm81@icloud.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 7:30 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: wjm81@icloud.com
realname: William Mindnich
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 134 Merrits Island rd
city: Pine Island
State: NY
zipcode: 10969
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

william morgan <wmorgan004@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 3:47 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
william morgan
1050 NY40
Melrose, NY 12121

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

william morgan <wmorgan004@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
william morgan
1050 NY40
Melrose, NY 12121

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Morris <Wdmorris2003@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:43 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Wdmorris2003@gmail.com
realname: William Morris
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 22 Cashmere Drive
city: Fort Edward
State: NY
zipcode: 12828
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

william o'brien <wobrien.22@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:44 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please, please, please classify the Boreas land tract as Wilderness. This designation and land was left to us by our grand and
great-grand parents to protect. We have one chance to get this right. Please protect the last wilderness and the health of our state.
- Bill O'Brien,
Ballston Lake, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Otto <Wotto@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 12:54 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Wotto@nycap.rr.com
realname: William Otto
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 24 Haviland Avenue
city: Glens Falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12801
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Partridge <wep49rpi@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

William Partridge
22Knoth Road
Wallkill, NY 12589
845-851-8267

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Pople <poplewe@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 2:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Additionally, Boreas Ponds Tract would be a much needed asset in primitive recreation at a time where such areas are becoming
scarce. Other states like the Boundary Waters of Minnesota have such areas and are frequented by hikers, canoers, campers, and
hunters year round. There are a number of primitive opportunities in the area but too frequently are they infringed upon by roads

and motor vehicle activity. Lacking is the ability to immerse oneself into the wilderness for an extended period of time and
completely leave behind the modern.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Pople
74 Angle St
Buffalo, NY 14214

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Preece <billypreece@hotmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 7:34 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

William Preece
227 Station Street
Preece
Lake Placid, NY 12946
(518)524-3586

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Reynolds Jr <mxzx800ho@roadrunner.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:01 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: mxzx800ho@roadrunner.com
realname: William Reynolds Jr
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 17 Grey Fox Dr
city: Moreau
State: NY
zipcode: 12828
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Ring <billrr50@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Ring
47 River Rd
Hyde Park, NY 12538
8452292120

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Rudge III <Rudge44@aol.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 9:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the
ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to
the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make the best of this
opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

William Rudge III
35 Mulberry Street
Clinton, NY 13323
315‐853‐6300

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William S. Waller, Jr. <williamswallerjr@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 6:50 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: williamswallerjr@hotmail.com
realname: William S. Waller, Jr.
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 432
city: Speculator
State: NY
zipcode: 12164
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Schoenberg <billy.schoenberg@gmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 11:57 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Schoenberg
Yorktown, NY 10598

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Scott <whscott1@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Scott
Baldwinsville, NY 13027

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Serback II <wserbackii@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 9:56 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Serback II
42 park pl
Saratoga Springs , NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Sharfman <sharfman@umich.edu>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
William Sharfman
50 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10024
2127248466

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Sirotnak <sirotnakw@embarqmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 8:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

William Sirotnak
334 Hardwick St.
Belvidere, NJ 07823
9084752673

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Smith <wsmith32583@roadrunner.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Smith
11 John Street
Queensbury, NY 12804
5187936254

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Sweeney <wsweeney61@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
William Sweeney
402 West 153rd St., Apt. 4W
Apt. 4W
New York, NY 10031
9176139203

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Swietlik <bswietlik@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:00 AM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Swietlik
10509 Linfield Street
Fairfax, VA 22032
7039781595

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Swietlik <bswietlik@aol.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 3:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
William Swietlik
10509 Linfield Street
Fairfax, VA 22032
703-216-1390

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Swingly <lasermaster62@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Swingly
875Castle Road
Geneva, NY 14445

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Tansley <tansleyw@comcast.net>
Friday, October 28, 2016 10:23 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

William Tansley
57 Burr Street
Barnegar, NJ 08005
609-698-4751

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Thomas <willykayak@hotmail.com>
Saturday, November 12, 2016 9:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

William Thomas
244 east sixth Avenue
Lancaster, OH 43130

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Tock <wmtock@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 8:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

William Tock
2 Gaskin Drive
Burlington, NJ 08016
6093861422

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Tock <wmtock@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 8:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Tock
2 Gaskin Drive
Burlington, NJ 08016
6093861422

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Tock <wmtock@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:22 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
William Tock
2 Gaskin Dr.
Burlington, NJ 08016
609-304-3645

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Tock <wmtock@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:20 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
William Tock
158 Tamarack Drive
Malone, NY 12953
609-304-3645

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Toleman <Jimtoleman@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
William Toleman
100 Gordon Ln. lot 148
Gansvoort, NY 12831
518-461-5775

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Valerio <billyvalebamf@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 4:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
For the protection of the wild the nature for all future Generations May we all do our best.

Sincerely,William Valerio

William Valerio
6 Dublin Dr.
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Weber <wweber2@rochester.rr.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 8:25 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: wweber2@rochester.rr.com
realname: William Weber
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 356 North Ave
city: Hilton
State: NY
zipcode: 14468
Comments: I support Alternative 1 for Boreas Ponds. This balanced approach would allow for a variety of
recreational uses, including bicycling around the ponds, while still protecting the environment. I believe that
Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild
Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The infrastructure created
during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That same infrastructure is
contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild Forest, according to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a somewhat higher degree of
human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas
Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation
requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is
not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man created more
than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its
commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it
is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the
Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the environment and economic development that
the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and
hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some
measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Wilson <billwilson_nyc@yahoo.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 9:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Tract classification
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Dear Kathy,
Can there be a public hearing or meeting in New York City, about the classification of the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract? I've
been hunting, canoeing, camping and hiking in the Adirondacks for 35 years and I would really like a chance to speak on the
Boreas Ponds issue.
Sincerely,

William Wilson
135 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11218

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

william.carmen@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of William Carmen
<william.carmen@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:27 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
William Carmen
11420 133rd St
South Ozone Park, NY 11420-2112

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

WilliamJWren <ubandab@verizon.net>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 1:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Favor Alternative 1
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Kathy,
These areas are too beautiful to shut out nature lovers and anyone else who wants to enjoy them.
The trails and roads are already in Boreas Ponds and East and West Tracts.
Let's use them.
B. Wren
New Hartford
Sent from my iPad

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Willie Janeway <wjaneway@adirondackcouncil.org>
Tuesday, October 11, 2016 12:15 PM
Martino, Terry (APA); Townsend, James T (APA); Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Neilwoody@gmail.com; Cathy Pedler (cathypedler.adk@gmail.com)
FW: Adirondack Council ‐ Adirondack Mountain Club ltr to APA re Boreas Ponds Tract
APA letter re Boreas.pdf
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Terry, attached is a corrected version of the letter (with Sherm’s name corrected at the top). Willie
From: Willie Janeway
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2016 11:59 AM
To: Martino, Terry M (APA) <Terry.Martino@apa.ny.gov>
Cc: Jim Townsend ‐ APA (james.townsend@apa.ny.gov) <james.townsend@apa.ny.gov>; Kathy Regan
(kathleen.regan@apa.ny.gov) <kathleen.regan@apa.ny.gov>; Venetia Lannon <Venetia.Lannon@exec.ny.gov>; Neil
Woodworth <neilwoody@gmail.com>; Cathy Pedler (cathypedler.adk@gmail.com) <cathypedler.adk@gmail.com>
Subject: Adirondack Council ‐ Adirondack Mountain Club ltr to APA re Boreas Ponds Tract
Terry,
Thank you for making the correction re the ponds. Excuse the rush. Attached is a joint letter from the Council and ADK.
The Council is not putting out the press release we had prepared, for now. I expect we will update and release it after the
agency meeting.
I expect ADK is doing the same.
Thank you
Willie

From: Susan Hughes
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2016 11:54 AM
To: Willie Janeway <wjaneway@adirondackcouncil.org>
Subject: boreas letter

Susan
Susan Forney Hughes
Executive Assistant

Adirondack Council
103 Hand Ave #3
PO Box D-2
Elizabethtown, NY 12932
518.873.2240, ext. 100
www.AdirondackCouncil.org

APA letter re Boreas.pdf

APA letter re Boreas.pdf

APA letter re Boreas.pdf

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Willie Janeway <wjaneway@adirondackcouncil.org>
Friday, December 30, 2016 4:36 PM
ClassificationComments
John Sheehan; Diane Fish; Rocci Aguirre; Kevin Chlad
Bill McKibbon ltr in support of Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
Bill McKibbon Adirondack Wilderness letter 12 30 16.docx
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December 30, 2016
Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
(Via electronic submission)
Re: Bill McKibbon letter in support of Wilderness
Dear Ms. Regan:
Attached please find a letter signed by environmentalist Bill McKibbon in support of a wilderness.
Thank you.
Willie Janeway

Bill McKibbon Adirondack Wilderness letter 12 30 16.docx

Adirondack High Peaks Wilderness Campaign
December 30, 2016
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
Re: Including Boreas Ponds in the Adirondack High Peaks Wilderness
Dear Governor Cuomo,
We write to urge you to create an expanded Adirondack High Peaks Wilderness, a more than 280,000acre national treasure with new Wilderness protection for 30,000 acres including the Boreas Ponds and
McIntyre tracts, and the headwaters of the Hudson River. You have an extraordinary opportunity to
create a true national environmental legacy, an Adirondack wilderness area here in New York whose
scale and positive impacts will rival some of the most famous conservation landmarks in the world.
The Adirondack Park is a six-million-acre global treasure of public and private land, a legacy created in
1892. Thank you for appreciating and understanding the history and uniqueness of the Adirondack Park.
Thank you for your commitment to protecting and enhancing the Park’s wilderness and communities.
Designated Wilderness, Constitutionally Protected as Forever Wild, is the Ultimate Legacy
Your administration, in partnership with the Nature Conservancy, has completed the largest Adirondack
acquisition in over one-hundred years. More than 92,000 acres of former Finch, Pruyn & Co.
timberlands were transferred to new private owners with state conservation easements in place to
prevent development and allow sustainable timber harvest, motorized recreation and private camp
leases. By purchasing the 20,500-acre Boreas Ponds tract last Spring, you completed the acquisition of
65,000 acres for the state’s Adirondack Forest Preserve.
This Boreas tract is at the center of breathtaking landscapes. Remote and carefully protected by its
previous owners (Finch and The Nature Conservancy), this magnificent tract is free from invasive
species. It is ecologically healthy and biologically rich. It provides some of the state’s most intact and
diverse wildlife habitat, including large high-elevation wetlands and high-elevation spruce-fir forests. It
also offers some of the most spectacular views of the High Peaks, including Mts. Marcy, Haystack,
Gothics, and Saddleback. More than 50 miles of rivers and streams, primarily within the Upper Hudson
Watershed, run through the tract, including the Boreas River.
We call on you now to be a national environmental leader. We urge you to support an over 280,000acre contiguous wilderness that will be larger than Rocky Mountain or Mount Rainer National Parks,
and double the size of the popular Zion National Park.
Wilderness is Good for Adirondack Communities and the Economy
Establishing a new wilderness will benefit Adirondack communities. Your action will attract national
attention in the outdoor recreation community, bringing more spending to a Park that already generates
$1.29 billion in direct annual spending. Wilderness is the most popular Adirondack attraction. A
community connector snowmobile route between Newcomb and North Hudson can be routed near the
Blue Ridge Road. Opportunities exist for world-class, hut-to-hut accommodations on private land.

Bill McKibbon Adirondack Wilderness letter 12 30 16.docx

You are opening in perpetuity lands and waters that have been closed to the public for more than 150
years. This region will provide a very special experience in hiking, camping, paddling, birdwatching,
hunting, fishing, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and horseback riding. Activities will be possible for
people of all abilities, while preserving water quality, and wildlife habitat. The exceptional value of
Boreas Ponds lies in the opportunity it offers to experience nature’s grandeur without the influence of
motors. There simply is no other publicly accessible waterbody in the Park that offers this combination
of views and solitude. Public motorized recreation on, around or to the shore of the Ponds would
diminish the visitor experience, deter visitation and weaken the property’s economic draw.
As the Adirondack Nature Conservancy said in a letter to you in October, 2016:
“Boreas Ponds, specifically, offers to the world compelling wilderness values. Over the
past decade, we have experienced firsthand the transformative power of the property’s
beauty, grandeur, and most especially, its unparalleled solitude. We strongly believe that
to get a full immersion experience, the most remote parts of the tract, including the
Boreas Ponds, need to be discovered. In other words, the classification must take into
account that what visitors find is as important as how they arrive. We urge the state to
preserve the opportunity for a true wilderness experience without diminishing it with
motorized access of any kind to the Boreas Ponds.”
The Boreas Ponds must be protected inside a motor-free Wilderness Area to preserve water quality,
wildlife, a fishery free of invasive species and the rare opportunity for solitude and quiet among the
majestic High Peaks. And State should help North Hudson establish a Boreas-High Peaks interpretive
center at Northway exit 29 off the Blue Ridge Road in order to attract visitors and their spending.
This Adirondack Wilderness Proposal is Balanced
By expanding the High Peaks Wilderness to include the Boreas Ponds tract you can protect the most
sensitive lands and waters as Wilderness. You can be bold, provide for recreational access, and restore
wilderness. More than half of the land in the Park will still be in private ownership. Less than half of
state owned land in the Park will have the ultimate protection – both designated as wilderness and
constitutionally protected as forever wild. Providing for maintenance of six miles of the Gulf Brook
Road could accommodate access needs for visitors, recreationists and the state, with a public access
trailhead and trail for persons with disabilities for the last mile to the Boreas Ponds. By closing the last
mile to vehicles, the ponds are protected.
You have the chance to protect as wilderness the most sensitive parts of the Adirondacks, lands and
waters your predecessors could only dream of protecting, and complete the natural boundaries of the
landmark, globally significant Adirondack High Peaks Wilderness. You have an extraordinary
opportunity to create your own national legacy, protect the Boreas Ponds inside an expanded High
Peaks Wilderness, and foster more vibrant communities.
Thank you,
Bill McKibben
Environmentalist

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Willie Janeway <wjaneway@adirondackcouncil.org>
Friday, December 30, 2016 10:55 AM
ClassificationComments
Kevin Chlad; Lee Keet
Boreas ltr from Cindy Rosenwald, NH Deputy Democratic House Leader
Boreas letter.docx

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Kathy,
Please find attached a comment letter regarding the Boreas Pond tract, from Cindy Rosenwald. I believe Cindy sent this
to the Governor's office. Apologies if it's a double posting to you. Thank you,
Willie
From: Cindy Rosenwald <cindy.rosenwald@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 27, 2016 11:19 AM
To: Willie Janeway

Here is what I sent.
Cindy

Boreas letter.docx

December 27, 2016
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
Dear Governor Cuomo:
The Adirondacks are a national treasure. People like me here in New Hampshire are looking to you to
be a national progressive leader and protect and expand the legacy of Adirondack Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds should be protected from invasive species and motors inside a large motor-free
Wilderness area. This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters
and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park and provide for quality recreation. New
York has an opportunity to seize this historic opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds with a balanced
approach that provides access and keeps the Gulf Brook road open most but not all the way to the shore
of the Boreas Ponds.
Here in New Hampshire, Democrats and Republicans have worked together to protect our natural
resources and enhance economic opportunities. For example, we’ve expanded funding to combat
invasive milfoil. It’s the smart and progressive thing to do for the environment and for the economy.
When it comes time to classify the 20,500+ acre Boreas Ponds tract the state purchased earlier in 2016:
•
The watershed around and above the Boreas ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the
south must be protected as Wilderness.
•
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species
and overcrowding, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness.
•
Allow motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds. Provide an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities.
I am depending on you to protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future
generations.
Thank you,

Cindy Rosenwald
Deputy Democratic Leader
NH House of Representatives
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Dear Kathy,

Making sure you have Ed Petty's letter advocating for Wilderness protection for the Boreas Ponds.

It tells us something about the legacy of this decision when the son of Clarency Petty, the granddaughter of Louis
Marshall, and more current experts including retired Forest Ranger Peter Fish and Adirondack expert Tony Goodwin all
urge adoption of an expanded Wilderness that fully incloses and protects the Boreas Ponds.

Willie

Comment letter from Ed Petty.pdf
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December 30, 2016
Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
(Via electronic submission)
Re: Spatial Impacts of Motorized & Recreational Activities on the Environment
Dear Ms. Regan:
When the Governor's Adirondack Park Agency is determining a preferred alternative for the classification of the Boreas
Ponds tract and other state tracts in the Adirondack Park, the fact is that protection of the natural resources should and
must be kept paramount.
A Wilderness classification is the gold standard. In non‐wilderness both motorized and non‐motorized, and mechanized
and other uses can be allowed. Only in Wilderness is the range of recreational activities limited to exclude motorized
and mechanized recreation. On the most sensitive portions of the Boreas tract, including the Boreas Ponds, the wetlands
around and below the ponds, and the shores of the ponds, any classification other than wilderness compromises the
protection of these fragile natural resources.
As was reported in December on North Country Public Radio, the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) published research
with other partners on how (according to a press release) "human recreational activities in protected areas are
impacting wildlife, and more often than not, in negative ways."
For waters and lands considered for classification the potential cummulative impacts of the multiple forms of recreation
that could be permitted must be considered. If these cummulative impacts have the potential for harmful impacts to
species, habitat and communities, and can be avoided or minimized with a stricter classification that limits some forms
of motorized or mechanized recreation, then the stricter (i.e. wilderness) classification is appropriate. For example, this
would be the case for the waters of the Boreas Ponds and the lands and wetlands immediately around the Ponds.
The press release from WCS also included the following statement, parts of which received a lot of attention. This
should not be selectively referenced with only parts being quoted out of context. The full statement:
"Surprisingly, studies of hiking and other non-motorized activities observed negative effects on wildlife 1.2 times more than motorized
activities. Larson explained: “The findings do not mean that everyone should hop on an ATV instead of hike. Since motorized
activities generally cover a larger area, their influence on animals, while less intense, is more widespread. In addition,
motorized activities can result in other environmental impacts such as soil loss and vegetation disturbance, which were not
analyzed in the study.” (emhasis added)

For the full release (and a link to the study) go to:
https://newsroom.wcs.org/News-Releases/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/9429/Outdoor-Recreation-in-Protected-AreasNegatively-Impacts-Wildlife-Globally.aspx
If wilderness compatible recreational types could threaten priority natural resources, then in the subsequent unit management
planning process, protective sanctuaries or "natural heritage areas" should be established to further limit or prohibit uses with
unacceptable impacts. Select areas, and the wetlands around the Boreas Ponds, and some of the higher elevation forests that
include Bicknell Thrush habitat, might be good candidates for such overlays of extra protection.

This WCS paper was based on a look at multiple other studies. Important text that was also in the study stated:
“However, motorized activities often cover larger spatial extents than non-motorized activities, and since most studies did
not compare effects across multiple spatial scales, it is possible that their impact has been underestimated. Additionally,
motorized vehicles can also cause other types of harm not explored here, such as soil loss and vegetation disturbance. A
meta-analysis designed to explicitly compare the magnitude of effects of motorized and non-motorized recreation would be
a valuable contribution to the literature.”
Any discussion of this study and it's conclusions should recognize this qualifier regarding how the impacts of motorized
activities over cover larger spatial extents, and how further study is needed.
From this study it can not be concluded that non‐motorized recreational impacts on the Boreas Ponds tract would be
greater than the impact of motorized recreation.
The information available about recreational impacts and the site suggest, for the more fragile areas of the tract, that
the opposite is true.
As previously commented, another WCS report specific to the Boreas tract (which has been submitted for the record in
full) highlighted multiple significant natural resources that need protection.
The Adirondack Council, based on the Boreas tract specific WCS and Adirondack Research LLC studies concluded that
"both studies confirm that Governor Cuomo was right to purchase the Boreas Ponds tract from the Adirondack Nature
Conservancy. This is a rare, fragile and globally unique treasure. It deserves the State’s highest level of protection. Only
if it is protected as wilderness can we ensure that future generations will inherit this magnificent landscape in a
condition as good as it is today."
The Wildlife Conservation Society 60‐page study entitled Ecological Composition and Condition of the Boreas Tract,
examines the ecological characteristics of the property and shows that adding the tract to the High Peaks Wilderness
Area would make the wilderness more biologically rich, diverse, resilient and sustainable. It would enhance connections
to other wild land areas so wildlife and plants can expand their ranges, migrate and adjust to a changing climate.
The science of the place and what we are trying to protect should drive what classification is selected and
what recreation the State does accomodate, allow or encourage.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit these supplimental comments. The Council respectfully requests that the
Agency consider and respond to these and our previous comments when developing a revised supplemental
environmental impact statement (SEIS).
Sincerely,
William C. Janeway
Executive Director
Adirondack Council
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December 30, 2016

Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
(Via electronic submission)
Re: Southern Boreas Tract Snowmobile Route is Viable
Dear Ms. Regan:
Attached is a statement partially delivered verbally at the public hearing at Bear Mountain. Also attached is a map
showing a southern snowmobile trail route alternative. Please accept this email cover note AND the attached for the
record as comments on the Boreas Tract classification.
The Adirondack Council, working with the Adirondack Mountain Club, had two trails professionals in the field identifying
and reviewing possible snowmobile trail route alternatives. Possible routes were identified, and yes, trees were counted
and estimates made of how many trees might need to be cut. The blue line on the map represents new trail
construction (almost 4 miles) from the Boreas Ponds/Trout Pond road down to the Blue Ridge road. The hatch marks on
the green southern alternative represent sections that follow existing logging roads, skidder paths or other roads with
minimal or no tree clearing required. Other sections of the southern route would require tree cutting. Any route needs to
comply with Article XIV.
The conclusion is that a northern route violates the state's snowmobile trail policy, goes too close to the Boreas Ponds
and the wetlands around the ponds, and shrinks a potential 30,000+ acre addition to the High Peaks Wilderness. If a
snowmobile route follows Gulf Brook and then the Boreas Ponds road to just east of Trout Pond, it deadends at private
property. New trail construction and tree cutting would be required from that point south to the blue ridge road.
The southern route suggested would still need some additional detailing and refinement, but it's clearly viable.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide supplemental comments on the 2016‐2017 Amendments to the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan involving the Boreas Ponds tract in the Adirondack Park. The Council respectfully requests that
the Agency consider and respond to these comments when developing a revised supplemental environmental impact
statement (SEIS).
Sincerely,
William C. Janeway
Executive Director
Attachments (2)

Original long snowmobile statement 12 29 16.docx

Support Wilderness for Boreas, Support a Southern Snowmobile Trail
By Kevin J. Arquit, who is on the board of the Adirondack Council, one of the members of
the BeWildNY coalition
As someone who spent the bulk of my childhood living in the Adirondacks, and who spends
much time there today, I appreciate the unique wilderness that is our Park. But as
someone whose knowledge of the area goes beyond the vantage point of many seasonal
visitors, I also have a great appreciation for fishing and hunting – and, yes, snowmobiling. I
understand how the availability of snowmobile and ATV trails can make a difference in the
economic health of a local community.
As one who would like to see my children and grand-children enjoy the same pleasures I
experienced in the Park, I also must recognize the interdependency of the wilderness
nature of the Park and the existence of motorized recreation. Place aside those at the
extremes who would allow unlimited motorized access to the Forest Preserve without
regard to environmental concerns, and those who promote the most restrictive
classifications for any and all newly acquired state lands. The objective for most is best
served by balance. For those of us in the center, the objective is balance. If each side gives a
little, we end in a place where our beloved wilderness exists in perpetuity and people can
live in this treasured area making a decent living and enjoying a broad range of activities.
The Boreas classification provides a textbook opportunity for balance. Classify the Boreas
Ponds and the lands around them as non-motorized Wilderness. Direct new public
snowmobiling to a community connector snowmobile trail through the southern portion of
the tract near a county highway. The trail would connect North Hudson and Newcomb
while keeping motorized recreation away from the #BeWildNY coalition’s proposed thirtythousand-acre addition to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Some propose using Gulf Brook Road as the snowmobile trail. Promoting snowmobiling
near the Boreas Ponds would be out of balance. Gulf Brook Road passes within a mile of
Boreas Ponds. What’s more, this route doesn’t get riders into Newcomb; it dead-ends at
private property. To complete it, the state would have to build 3.5 to 4.0 miles of new trail
and cut an estimated 3,200 trees, more than 500 of them mature (greater than three inches
in diameter at breast height). This proposal also conflicts with the State’s snowmobile-trail
policy in that the route would penetrate the remote areas of the Forest Preserve rather
than stay near existing public highways.
A more rational southern route – which has its own challenges, to be sure – can achieve the
same economic benefits to the communities without violating the interior of the Preserve.
It would rely on only a small part of Gulf Brook Road. To minimize trail construction, and
avoid ledges, it would utilize old logging and skidder trails and cross the Boreas River at
the existing highway bridge. It would not entail significantly more tree cutting than the
interior northern route.
The prospect of enjoying snowmobiling from North Hudson to Newcomb is exciting to all of
us who snowmobile, as it is for the communities affected. We can achieve that objective
with a southern route while protecting the most sensitive areas of the Boreas tract as
motor-free Wilderness.

Snowmobile Connector Route Alternatives 12 02 2016.pdf
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
The wilderness must be protected, failure is not an option.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Willy Thomas
244 east sixth Avenue
Lancaster, OH 43130
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I am in favor of a Wild Forest classification for this property to enable snowmobile use.
William J. Levandowski
10 Haven Lane
Queensbury, NY 12804
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wilma Gustilo
Gallup, NM 87301

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wilson Bert <awwilson@verizon.net>
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 12:17 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Bert Wilson
Ballston Lake, NY 12019
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Bill Wilson
Brooklyn, NY 11218
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Brendan Wiltse
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

windbob@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Sholtez <windbob@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 11:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Sholtez
6705 Wellington Dr
Derby, NY 14047-9308

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wineshopted@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ted Neumann
<wineshopted@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Ted Neumann
PO Box 465
Altamont, NY 12009-0465

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wings_ny@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of M. Garber <wings_ny@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
M. Garber
639 Western Hwy
Blauvelt, NY 10913-1349

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Winifred Taulbee <st.kacie@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 10:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Winifred Taulbee
Platte City, MO 64079

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Winifred Ward <Wnepoo@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 8:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Winifred Ward
71 Weston road
Rochester, NY 14612
585-865-6917

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

winklersh1@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of suzy winkler
<winklersh1@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
suzy winkler
174 Pickens Rd
Burlington Flats, NY 13315-3240

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Witherell Matthew <mjwitherell@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 6:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Matthew Witherell
137 Champlin Drive
Syracuse, NY 13206

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

witne king <wtnking@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 8:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
witne king
1318 Glastonbury lane
fishkill, NY 12524
845-440-3714

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wkingsley658@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Wilder Kingsley
<wkingsley658@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 8:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Wilder Kingsley
234 Warren St
Brooklyn, NY 11201-6418

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wlodzimierz Toloczko <wawt@interia.pl>
Friday, November 25, 2016 6:58 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Wlodzimierz Toloczko
6930 62nd St
Ridgewood , NY 11385

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wmagross91@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Wendy Gross
<wmagross91@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Wendy Gross
91 Brite Ave
Scarsdale, NY 10583-1636

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wojnarma@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of michele wojnar
<wojnarma@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
michele wojnar
PO Box 579
Port Leyden, NY 13433-0579

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wordforword05@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Claire Petrie
<wordforword05@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Claire Petrie
161 Prospect Pl
Brooklyn, NY 11238-3801

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Worth Gretter <wgretter@nycap.rr.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 12:31 PM
ClassificationComments
Carol Bullard
Boreas Pond Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Kathleen D. Regan,
Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Director Regan,
I would like to provide my comment on the classification of some of the newly acquired Adirondack lands.
Although the APA did not propose full wilderness alternatives, I urge you to reconsider and classify the Boreas
Ponds, MacIntyre East, MacIntyre West, and Casey Brook tracts as ‘wilderness’ to unite the High Peaks
Wilderness with the Dix Mountain Wilderness.
With increased recreational pressure on the Adirondacks, the creation of a large, contiguous wilderness is
essential. I am not moved by the requests for additional handicapped access or more snowmobile trails, as these
things can be provided in many other places. The opportunity to create a large central wilderness area in New York
will not come again in our lifetimes.
Thank you for your consideration.
Worth Gretter
4 MacAffer Drive
Menands NY 12204

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wots11@aol.com
Thursday, December 08, 2016 10:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds draft plans

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
I have heard that your agency has welcomed public comment on draft plans for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands in the Adirondack Park.
I am in favor of classifying the Boreas Ponds along with the entire watershed east, west and north of the ponds as wilderness. Anything
less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding, which would sabotage this
opportunity for Wilderness.
In addition, I am in favor of Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway, allowing motorized access to
limited parking one mile or less from the ponds. An accessible trail to the ponds should be provided for people with disabilities.
This national treasure which is part of our Adirondack legacy should be preserved for future generations.
Sincerely,
Mark Gorsetman
1610 149th St
Whitestone NY 11357

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wryt‐on@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Judith Wright <wryt‐on@everyactioncustom.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 4:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Judith Wright
3050 Village Blvd S
Baldwinsville, NY 13027-3606

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wtm iii <wtmiii@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:14 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Wilderness comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
MY WIFE, family, and friends ENJOY canoeing, kyacking, hiking, camping, wildlife observation, plant
identification, photography, etc... in the Adirondacks on a regular basis. What keeps us coming back is the
opportunity to explore wild forests and remote ponds.
We also enjoy exploring the small towns and shopping for local artisans goods and local delicacies.
WE BOUNCE from time spent in the wilderness to being pampered in town, visiting hotels and restaurant often.
We spend generously to outfit our wilderness trips in the area. Sometimes it costs more then a luxury hotel to outfit
one trip! Ugh but we spend it!
It is the WILDERNESS opportunities that keep us coming back multiple times a year.
DESIGNATION of the Boreas Ponds tract as wilderness would be a boon for tourism and the area and we support
full wilderness designation for this and the New High Peaks lands as well.
TEDDY ROSEVELT would want it this way.
Also note we tend to avoid the pull in and park type destinations.
We cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
William Meyer
Lower Hudson Group Sierra Club, Chairman
17 Pine st
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wwwark527@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Wendy Amengual Wark
<wwwark527@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Wendy Amengual Wark
70 W 95th St
New York, NY 10025-6721

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wynette Ritchotte <wwritch@gmail.com>
Friday, November 11, 2016 9:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Classification of boreal ponds tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I would like to have my name added to the petition for the boreal ponds tract to be classified as wild forest.
Thank you
Wynette Ritchotte

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wynnsasaki@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Wynn Sasaki
<wynnsasaki@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 12:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Wynn Sasaki
234 Lockewood Ln
Scotts Valley, CA 95066-3914

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wzardglick@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Karen Slote <wzardglick@everyactioncustom.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 5:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Karen Slote
4310 Beach Ridge Rd
North Tonawanda, NY 14120-9576

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

xchicoz@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Kat Munoz <xchicoz@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Kat Munoz
10 Fawn Ln W
South Setauket, NY 11720-1347

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Xela Goodman <xela12@juno.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 12:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Xela Goodman
30 Academy St
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Xela Goodman <xela12@juno.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 9:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Xela Goodman
30 Academy St
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

xenafan431@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Linda Gazzola
<xenafan431@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Linda Gazzola
236 B Edgewater Park
Bronx, NY 10465-3550
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Yaroslava Korotina <slava.bilous@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 2:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Yaroslava Korotina
185 Park Row
New York, NY 10038
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yeehaw7@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Harriet Cohen <yeehaw7@everyactioncustom.com>
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Harriet Cohen
238 E 30th St
New York, NY 10016-8282
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Yvonne Lynn
20 Secor Pl Apt 5G
Yonkers, NY 10704-3236
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Boreas Pond Classification
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I support Option # 1 for the most access for all persons and vehicles.
J Mac Dee
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Michael Fergot
7 E 75th St Apt 2A
New York, NY 10021-2630

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
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Wednesday, November 30, 2016 5:00 PM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Yonie Montes
Potsdam, NY 13676
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Mark Davis
150 Brighton 15Th St
Brooklyn, NY 11235-5841
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Mandryck, Brian
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Access to Adirondack Park_with signatures_12.28.2016.pdf
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Good morning,
Oneida County Legislator Brian Mandryck of Oneida County asked me to pass this on to you. This is a petition that was executed
at our Board of Legislators’ meeting on December 28, 2016.
Please let Mr. Mandryck know if you have any questions.
Best,
Pietra

Pietra Yozzo, MA
Majority Legislative Analyst
Oneida County Board of Legislators
800 Park Avenue
Utica, New York 13501
Office: 315.798.5535
Fax: 315.798.5924
pyozzo@ocgov.net

Check Out Our Enhanced Website: http://ocgov.net/leg

Access to Adirondack Park_with signatures_12.28.2016.pdf

Access to Adirondack Park_with signatures_12.28.2016.pdf

Access to Adirondack Park_with signatures_12.28.2016.pdf

Access to Adirondack Park_with signatures_12.28.2016.pdf
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
yucel kahraman
208
rochester, NY 14623
5853297652
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Yukyan Lam
423 W 120th St
New York, NY 10027
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: yuriyanuk@gmail.com
realname: Yuri Yanuk
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3241 Southside rd
city: Frankfort
State: NY
zipcode: 13340
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zach Nelson
102 n franklin st
Madison, WI 53703

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zach Ritenour <zritenour@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 1:30 PM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zach Ritenour
Bedford, NH 03110

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zach Silverman <zachrs1029@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 7:53 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zach Silverman
nyack, NY 10960

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zachary Bell <zachary.bell@gmx.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 7:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zachary Bell
PO Box 1662
Bethel, ME 04217

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zachary Borst <zborst@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 10:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zachary Borst
St. Albans, VT 05478

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zachary Boucher <zackb812@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 12:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable. None of them
promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands. I
urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds, the watershed
around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected as Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an accessible trail to the
ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and would threaten some of the purest
waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and invasive species.
The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to preserve our Adirondack legacy
for future generations. Please take this once‐in‐a‐lifetime opportunity to ensure Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Zachary Boucher
110 Wilson Road
Minerva, NY 12851
8608491626

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zachary King <zacharyking01@gmail.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 1:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zachary King
Northfield, MN 55057

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zachary King <zachary.raymond.king@monsanto.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Zachary King
1360 Heritage Dr.
Apt 125
Northfield, MN 55057
3157946238

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zachary Schwasman <zachschwasman@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 11:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zachary Schwasman
Rush, NY 14543

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zachary Smith <deacsmitty@hotmail.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 12:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zachary Smith
Saratoga springs , NY 12831

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zachary Tong <zacharyjtong@gmail.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 9:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zachary Tong
1579 County Rt 10
Westport, NY 12993

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

zachsw@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Zach Schwartz‐Weinstein
<zachsw@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Zach Schwartz-Weinstein
200 Lancaster St Apt 1
Albany, NY 12210-1956

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zack Arthur <zackarthur15@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 9:31 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zack Arthur
90 Grove st
Saranac lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zack Campbell <zackcampbell6@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 3:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zack Campbell
Syracuse , NY 13210

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zack D. <jarrydickington@6paq.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 12:37 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zack D.
Albany, NY 12205

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zack Taschman <zachary.taschman@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 11:14 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Talk

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,
As a visitor of the Adirondack Mountain Range and a lover of nature, I want to voice my opinion that the Boreas Ponds should
remain as wild as possible. While I love to hike and want others to experience the beauty of nature, I believe a very important
aspect of that appreciation lies within respecting, and protecting the most remote parcels.
I do not believe dams in wilderness need to be maintained, and the area should have maximum protection.
Thank you.
Zachary Taschman

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zaka Katherine <sunhighholistic@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 01, 2016 5:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Katherine Zaka
Lake Hiawatha, NJ 07034

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zebulin Edwards <Zebulin50@msn.com>
Tuesday, November 01, 2016 9:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands must be Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Zebulin Edwards
160 Allen hill road
Peru, NY 12972
5185342660

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zebulin Edwards <Zebulin50@msn.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 6:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Zebulin Edwards
160 Allen Hill road
Peru, NY 12972
5185342660

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

zeke7937@aol.com
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 9:23 AM
ClassificationComments
boreas availability

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

good morning
this letter represents probably 2 dozen people. we all feel that the boreas pond area should be
designated multiple use. we as tax payers should be represented and not only the few that believe that tax payer
state land is theirs because they know whats best for the rest of us . i am very tired of that assumed social elitist
atitude. you can see what has happened nationwide politically with that idealogy. hunters, hikers, bicyclists and
snowmobilers should be granted access . its only fair . im sure that gov coumos republican replacement will not
be so kind to the social bird watching elitists. the boreas pond area belongs to everyone and multiple use
designation also brings an economic boost to the local towns people. i believe i got my point across
Merry Christmas
Paul Zenir

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

zen c baudoux <zencbaudoux@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 8:35 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: zencbaudoux@yahoo.com
realname: zen c baudoux
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 414 oak
city: corinth
State: NY
zipcode: 12822
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

zenloon@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Richard Bachner <zenloon@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Bachner
24 Arlington St
Rochester, NY 14607-1113

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zoe Bracken <zobracken@vassar.edu>
Monday, December 05, 2016 10:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zoe Bracken
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zoe Clark <zoeclark1877@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 11, 2016 9:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Please do not build the roads!
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Zoe Clark
Oswego, NY 13126
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ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Baker
3206 Sherwood Dr
Walworth, NY 14568-9416
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Zorika Henderson
7 Sunny Knoll Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850-9616

