From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rtg50@aol.com
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 7:53 PM
ClassificationComments
APSLMP Amendments 10‐14‐16

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Ms. Regan -Please send a copy of the above referenced amendments to the APSLMP pertaining to the Boreas Ponds and other lands to:
Roger T. Gray
224 Jay Street
Albany, NY 12210
Thank you.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

`sue eichelr` <seiched@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 1:37 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

`sue eichelr`
24 Thimbleberry Road
Malta, NY 12020
5182270527

December 29, 2016
Kathleen Regan
Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Deputy Director Regan:
We are writing as the Chief Elected Officials of the 12 Counties comprising the entire Adirondack
Park. We are the Elected Representatives of the 130,000 residents of the Park, as well as the
million people who comprise the broader Adirondack region. It is our privilege to comment on
the current Classification package which the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) has presented for
input.
We would like to thank you and the entire APA for this huge undertaking, and the admirable
effort you have made to inform people about the Classification package and travel the State to
listen to the public’s views.
First and foremost, it is critical that the Park Agency give special consideration to the plans and
desires of the Elected Representatives of the impacted communities (Towns) on all of the
Classification package recommendations. These Elected Representatives play a legislatively
defined role in land acquisition decisions within the Environmental Protection Fund, and their
views demand greater weight than advocacy groups or those prone to extreme positions. These
Elected Officials, like all of us and the Governor, are elected to represent all the diverse views
within their communities. Many of us have stood with the Governor for balance, in efforts to
promote tourism, in efforts to build our economies, and in standing up for what is right. We have
a chance with these classifications to do what is right, and fulfill the vision of the Governor and
our communities, and we encourage you to play your role in ensuring those plans come to
fruition.
At this time, we would like to share some specific insights with respect to the Classifications
of MacIntyre East, MacIntyre West, Casey Brook Tract, and the Boreas Pond Tract. These
parcels comprise roughly 35,422 acres, and represent an unprecedented opportunity for New York
State, and our Counties. We offer these thoughts, recognizing that we represent the same broad
constituency that the APA and State have a responsibility to serve.
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•

While arguments have been made that MacIntyre East and West, as well as Boreas,
could each be Classified as all Wild Forest or all Wilderness, neither of those
outcomes would serve well New York State, our Counties, or the people of the
State. The need to find balance in land classifications is clearly required by the
State Land Master Plan, which gives primacy to resource protection, yet
encourages recreation and economic sustainability.

•

The combination of Option #1 for the Boreas Tract, with the proposed
Classifications for MacIntyre East and West, and the Casey Brook Tract, would
result in only about 34% Wild Forest across these properties compared to a huge
addition to the Wilderness. While these numbers are clearly out of balance based
on acreage alone, we believe this combination does offer primacy to resource
protection, while accommodating many of our citizens/recreational users.

•

While it is clear that additional lands within Boreas, and the two MacIntyre Tracts,
have the “characteristics and capacity to withstand use” that justify a Wild Forest
Classification, we believe there is value in a partial Wilderness Classification for
the properties that further buffers the existing High Peaks Wilderness, and
connects the High Peaks and Dix Wilderness areas.

•

Well-managed recreation can absolutely be achieved on those areas of these
parcels that have the capacity to sustain use (specifically the road network) through
well-developed Unit Management Plans. We have an opportunity to create wellreasoned, graduated access that meets all of the core aspirations for these lands.
We should not pass this opportunity up.

•

While we support Option #1 for Boreas, we DO NOT support motorized boats or
float planes on the pond, nor ATV use anywhere on this spectacular treasure. We
understand people will argue that such uses are “possible” under Wild Forest, but
they are neither required nor appropriate, and can be excluded during the UMP
process. We must not allow the arguments of fear to distract us from our primary
responsibility for balancing resource protection with recreational opportunities.

•

Lastly we want to strongly reiterate our support for DEC’s and APA’s desire to
ensure more protective management of what will become the new enlarged High
Peaks Wilderness area. We have much information which should compel us all to
put as much emphasis on better protection of the existing High Peaks Wilderness
area, as we are in figuring out how to create Graduated Access to the south.

As the duly elected representatives of the 12 Counties and the entire Adirondack Park, we know
very well how critical this amazing resource is, and why we all have to fight to protect it. We also
have an obligation to balance the need for economically sustainable communities where our
citizens can live, work and go to school. At the County level, we are the people responsible for
economic development and tourism. We see and understand what works and what doesn't. We
understand, as our communities do, that our success will be based in large part on the Governor’s
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vision for the future for the Adirondack — a vision of diverse recreational opportunities that spur
economic activity, coupled with sound environmental management that protects our incredible
natural assets.
The Classification process, predicated on a responsibility to evaluate the character and capacity of
these lands, provides an unprecedented opportunity to create the requisite balance between
recreation and environmental protection. What’s more, because of the legacy of good stewardship
that Finch, Pruyn & Co. and The Nature Conservancy have passed on to us, these lands are in
spectacular environmental health AND have a unique built-in capacity to continue to
accommodate a diversity of recreational activities. We encourage the Park Agency to take these
factors into account when making its Classification recommendation to the Governor.
Thank you again for your hard work and for providing us with the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,
Harry J. McManus
Chairman
Clinton County Legislature

Michael A. Tabolt
Chairman
Lewis County Legislature

Randy Preston
Chairman
Essex County Board of Supervisors

Anthony J. Picente Jr.
County Executive
Oneida County

D. Billy Jones
Chairman
Franklin County Legislature

Arthur “Mo” Wright
Chairman
Saratoga County Board of Supervisors

Charles Potter
Chairman
Fulton County Board of Supervisors

John Burke
Chairman
St. Lawrence County Legislature

William G. Farber
Chairman
Hamilton County Board of Supervisors

Kevin Geraghty
Chairman
Warren County Board of Supervisors

Bernard Peplinski Sr.
Chairman
Herkimer County Legislature

Robert A. Henke
Chairman
Washington County Board of Supervisors
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

27caitlin@gmail.com
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 10:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Support

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I support or are in favor of Alternative #1 for the Boreas Ponds tract and you also support a classification of wild forest for all of
the other tracts currently pending classification at this time and in the future.
A classification of wild forest guarantees access to the land for us all. A classification of wilderness shuts it down to
snowmobiles forever and really allows access to only a very few users who are fit enough to hike long distances to access the land
and ponds.
Let's snowmobile ❄
Amanda Davis

Sent from Amanda's iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

1213punkymid@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Susan Crane
<1213punkymid@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Susan Crane
20 Forrest Ave
Centereach, NY 11720-3639

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

1726appleb@frontiernet.net
Thursday, December 29, 2016 12:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Please consider my support for Alternative 1 for development of the Boreas Ponds acquisition of lands. Wild
Forest is needed for all the small communities to grow
economically. The residents of this great Adirondack Park are great stewards of the lands and should be allowed
to enjoy them. Thank you for your consideration. B. Savage

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

odilestern@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Odile Stern <odilestern@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Odile Stern
239 Central Park W # 16D
New York, NY 10024-6038

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

odorf1@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Deborah Kanzler <odorf1@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Deborah Kanzler
170 Route 9A
Ossining, NY 10562-1956

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

oisadlab@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mike Baldasio <oisadlab@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Mike Baldasio
4351 Otter St
Niagara Falls, NY 14301

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

oksergm@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Michael Gresko <oksergm@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats. We need to preserve historic
train rails, fewer road.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Michael Gresko
87 Long Hill Rd # RR1
Highland Mills, NY 10930-6011

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

old‐santa6642@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Joseph Kiesznoski <old‐
santa6642@everyactioncustom.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 11:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Joseph Kiesznoski
6642 Meadow Ln
South Wales, NY 14139-9714

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Oleg Krotoff <frostkings1@yahoo.com>
Saturday, October 29, 2016 9:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Oleg Krotoff
19 Diana Road
Morris Plains, NJ 07950
201-306-7975

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Olive Davidson <Oliverobert@aol.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 11:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness! Some things
are just not to be destroyed by man.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Olive Davidson
120 round lake road
Ballston Lake , NY 12019

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Oliver Knox <dolphin99@twcny.rr.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 11:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Oliver Knox
Pittman Lane 18
Syracuse, NY 13224

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Olivia Bernier <oliviabernier@hotmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 12:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Olivia Bernier
313-3 rue des franciscains
Quebec, QC G1S 2P9

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Olivia Busuttil‐ Cashman <ocbusuttil@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 10:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Olivia Busuttil- Cashman
60 Ashton Dr
Morrisonville , NY 12962

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Olivia Heavey <Oliviaheavey@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 4:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Olivia Heavey
6 Old Oak Way
Essex, NY 12986
2022850095
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Olivia.loop@yahoo.com
realname: Olivia loop
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 13 lake George road
city: Russell
State: NY
zipcode: 13684
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
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Olstad, Tyra <Tyra.Olstad@oneonta.edu>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 8:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Tract
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To Whom It May Concern:
As an environmental scientist, recreational backpacker, and concerned New York citizen, I'm writing to urge you to expand your limited options
for classification of the new Boreas Ponds tract. Please reconsider the proposals to include a possible future for Boreas Ponds that would
include classification as Wilderness, recognizing highest priority preservation of a unique, ecologically critical wetland system. While I
recognize the desires of some recreational constituencies to have the area classified as Wild Forest, I hope that the APA is at least willing to
consider Wilderness as an ecologically sound and recreationally and economically optimal alternative.
Thank you!
‐‐ Dr. Tyra A. Olstad
Department of Geography and Environmental Sustainability, SUNY Oneonta
322 Milne Library
607‐436‐3479
"Stay together / Learn the flowers / Go light"
‐‐ Gary Snyder, Turtle Island
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Sent:
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<om7235@everyactioncustom.com>
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Orlando Melendez
272 Wyckoff St Apt 7H
Brooklyn, NY 11217-2332

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Omar Rodas <omarrodas11@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 6:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Omar Rodas
Patchogue, NY 11772
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oogliobop@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Tom Jezek <oogliobop@everyactioncustom.com>
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Tom Jezek
8340 Britton Ave
Elmhurst, NY 11373-2469
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Opalescent Club <ohuntingclub@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 2:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Macintyre classification
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The Macintyre East and West should be classified as WILD FOREST.
Thank You,
Jason Halliday
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oplinger96@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Barbara Oplinger
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
I believe it is so important to preserve nature area as they exist now. Any motorized vehicles in the area effect the
environment negatively. There is nothing comparable to the peace and quiet of a true wilderness area.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Barbara Oplinger
3108 Knoll Rd
Painted Post, NY 14870-9011
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Sent:
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ottozec@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Oscar Zamora <ottozec@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 1:07 PM
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Oscar Zamora
Y Mariscal Sucre Clle 305
Jamaica, NY 11433

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Owen Hardy <runonforalongtime@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 12:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Owen Hardy
Saranac lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pablo Hernandez <murkertrer@gmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 10:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pablo Hernandez
Caminito CartGate 2455
San Diego, CA 44220

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paige Cavert <cavertp@albanyacademies.org>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 8:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paige Cavert
23 Romoda drive
Canton , NY 13617

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paige Dabek <paige.v.dorsey@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 9:53 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paige Dabek
Cazenovia , NY 13035

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paige Teel <contact@adirondackwilderness.org>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 10:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paige Teel
East Lyme, CT 06333

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paige Wilson <paige.wilson617@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 11:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Paige Wilson

Paige Wilson
11953 Schafer Road
Remsen , NY 13438

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paloma Luisi <palomaluisi@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 08, 2016 2:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paloma Luisi
602 Catlyn Court
Delmar, NY 12054

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pam Hanke <pamhanke@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 11:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I know that you have received many comments and requests. I represent a family with a 76-year-old camp on
Lake
Sacandaga in the southeastern section of the Adirondack Park. I am thrilled you have the new lands but
understand that local people want to have economic advantage from the tract while we all want to protect this area
as much as possible. Please give the best consideration possible to the ideas of Forever Wild and the local
economies to make your decisions have the fewest possible bad effects on the new area. It is not easy for you all,
I know, but you are dealing with a park we hope will be here forever…. Thank you.
My summer address is: 14 Maple Street, Edinburg, Hadley NY 12835.
My winter address is: 2075 Federal Avenue, Alliance OH 44601.
Pamela H. Hanke

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pam jarvis <bjcn61pam@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
pam jarvis
2829 Heinz Road
Iowa City, IA 52240
3195412195

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pam lawless <pamlaw@aol.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 10:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Please keep Boreas Ponds wilderness
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The Boreas Ponds track is such a stunning and special"gift" to us that live in New York. My family and I relocated to the
adirondacks, from Philadelphia , to be surrounded by the beauty and quiet.
We now have a huge opportunity to preserve and keep special one part of our beuuriful land unspoiled. It has meant so much to
our family and friends, who come visit our beautiful area. They have no interest in jet skis, mechanized vehicles, ....as they can
access so many recreational vistas elsewhere ( and close by). They will not come!
My family and I are actually thrilled and excited that we could all be a part of the governors legacy, to keep Boreas Ponds
WILDERNESS. This is for our children and grandchildren. Like Teddy Roosevelt had- this is another rare opportunity to declare
a tradition of wilderness preservation and excellence as we are going to have increasingly small opportunities to do something
meaning for our environment!
Please - it makes my family happy to know we will still have unspoiled places in the world- AND, we can access it with the
respect that it deserves.
Again- the the Lawless family, as taxpayers in New York , we support the protection of our wilderness! Please support the option
that protects the lake, and resists any motorized vehicles up to and around the lakes. We need a buffer to protect what we value so
dearly.
Thanks for your consideration and I am excited for our state to continue to leave a wonderful legacy for or future! ( if we vote for
alternative 1- we can never go back!)
Thanks,
Pam Lawless
47 wilderness circle
Lake Placid, New York
12946
The
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pam Leff <pleff4@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 11:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely, Pam Leff
Pam Leff
66 Cobble Hill Road
Lake Placid, NY 12946
518-637-2231

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pam Lilly <pjlilly71@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 13, 2016 5:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Pam Lilly
277 Filetown Rd
Nazareth, PA 18064
610 759-8077

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pam McCready <pmccready@backcountry.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 2:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pam McCready
183 Nautical Drive
Stansbury Park, UT 84074

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pam Pendleton <pamela1111@twc.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 1:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pam Pendleton
4905 Long Acres Dr
Cincinnati, OH 45245

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pam Putnam <jpputnam404@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 4:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pam Putnam
404 Lake Road
Crown point, NY 12928

From:

Pam Rose <pam@boydenbrook.com>

Sent:

Monday, December 12, 2016 10:09 AM

To:

ClassificationComments

Subject:

Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

In regard to the Boreas Ponds Land Classification, as a landowner, tax payer, business owner
and a person who enjoys the outdoors. My vote is Alternate 1. I feel we have the right to continue to love and be
outdoors To me and others this is a means of therapy, enjoyment, family time and more. I grew up loving the
outdoors and want to continue teaching my growing family and grandchildren to fish, hunt, snowmobile, ride bikes,
horses, run…be free and love the great outdoors. Teaching them respect and the things for nature that are
immeasurable. Please do not take that away from us. Also having this as Alternate 1, is fair, safer for
medivac/safety and so much more that suits all, not just a select few. Our wounded veterans and others who can’t
walk out into the wilderness, deserve to be able to get there too. Alternate 1 all the way for me and my family.
Pamela Rose
159 Meade Rd Canton, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pam.s.m@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pamela San Miguel
<pam.s.m@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 1:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Pamela San Miguel
PO Box 1174
Santa Cruz, CA 95061-1174

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pam@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pamela Brocious <pam@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Pamela Brocious
340 E 93rd St Apt 14M
New York, NY 10128-5552

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pamee11793@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pamela Olsen
<pamee11793@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Pamela Olsen
PO Box 880
Wantagh, NY 11793-0880

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Hughes <sierratrailblazer@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 6:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack
Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew
Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from the ponds at
LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it by a permit system if
judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most
knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that
these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Pamela Hughes
350 Greenhaven Terrace
Tonawanda, NY 14150
716‐864‐6802

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Kelly <pamelareigh@yahoo.com>
Sunday, November 06, 2016 5:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Pamela Kelly
96 Cooks Ct
Waterford, NY 12188
5183833685

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Kindler <ppkindler@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Pamela Kindler
44 Dogwood Lane
Rye, NY 10580
914-967-2130

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Mattice <pamela.mattice@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 9:16 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pamela.mattice@yahoo.com
realname: Pamela Mattice
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 681 Oswegatchie Rd
city: Palatine Bridge
State: NY
zipcode: 13428
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Newcombe. <pamelanewcombe456@msn.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 12:21 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
I vote for wilderness classification but hope the roads/ trails will be maintained. So many of our trails systems are in terrible
condition. The Cold River System and the Moose Pond trail off the Santanoni Rd are prime examples.

Could a paid work crew be applied to keeping Adirondack roads and trails in good, passable shape?
Sincerely, Pam Newcombe

Pamela Newcombe.
757deweys bridge rd.
Whitehall, NY 12887

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Rakowski <pam1348@verizon.net>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 8:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the Boreas Ponds
classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential threats to its clean waters
and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected
as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all‐terrain vehicle trespass and climate
change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River
itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. Non‐Wilderness
will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will sabotage this once‐in‐a‐
lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in the region.
Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an accessible trail to the ponds
for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect the Boreas
Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Pamela Rakowski
89 Alford Lane
Lake Placid, NY 12946
518‐837‐5502

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela S Drennen <frenchy720@aol.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 9:33 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: frenchy720@aol.com
realname: Pamela S Drennen
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 99 Woodys Rd PO Box 316
city: Newcomb
State: NY
zipcode: 12852
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Socash <psocash@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 11:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

As a resident of the great ADK Park, I vote to keep the Boreas Ponds parcel completely wild and pristine! No
motorized access please. This beautiful remote wilderness tract needs to be protected as such. Please table the
vote until true wilderness preservation is at the forefront!
Pam Socash
Old Forge, NY
Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Socash <psocash@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 6:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pamela Socash
219 Pine Acres Rd N. PO Box 127
Old Forge, NY 13420

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Young <scullypoodle@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 23, 2016 3:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations. With the
release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands, the
Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux‐Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses and fail to protect the ponds,
wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. Anything less than a
Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one‐mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds themselves
and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as Wilderness. Lastly,
motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an accessible trail could be opened to
the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to encourage
vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the prosperity of the
Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Pamela Young
247 Orange Ave #2
Coronado, CA 92118
6198659089

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Park Ave Laundry <parkavelaundry@aol.com>
Thursday, November 03, 2016 3:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please let us ride our snowmobiles in Boreas Ponds area. New York needs this.
Sent from my iPhone
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"The bone is not the reward-diggingfor the bone is the reward."
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pasquale Vairo <pvv@godoskygentile.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 2:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Hearing Statement ‐ Boreas Ponds Tract, State Land Classification DEIS

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for this opportunity to address the Adirondack Park Agency concerning the classification lands in the
Boreas Ponds Tract.
First, we want to express our considerable appreciation to Governor Cuomo and to Commissioner Segos and the
Department of Environmental Conservation for working in such good faith with the Nature Conservancy to acquire
the 21,000 acre Boreas Pond parcel, and additional lands of the Finch-Pruyn purchase.
Second, we want to recognize and commend the Finch-Pruyn Company for their responsible stewardship of these
lands for more than a century,
That said, regarding the classification process, we would like to address five concerns about the current DEIS,
and the hearing process:
(1) No NYC Hearing: We are very concerned that the APA and DEC canceled the New York City hearing originally
scheduled for December 6. These lands belong to all the citizens of New York State and everyone should be given
the opportunity to participate in this important land classification process.
(2) No 'All Wilderness' Alternative for Boreas Tract: We find it equally troubling that the APA has not proposed an
'all wilderness' option as one of its classification alternatives for this tract. The classification of the neighboring
Essex Chain Lake Tract resulted in a variety of recreational activities: hiking, mountain biking, snowmobiling, and
canoeing with reasonably short portages. So, different user groups have been accommodated in this region of the
southern High Peaks. Now, the APA should include as one of its proposed alternatives for classification of the
Boreas Tract an 'all wilderness' option so that the APA can asses public interest in an all wilderness option for this
unique, magnificent tract. We urge that 'all wilderness' be the APA preferred alternative in the final EIS.
(3) Lack of Full Disclosure in Boreas Tract Alternatives: We note that the distinctions between the four Boreas
classification alternatives are somewhat murky for the average reader of the DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (DEIS) for these lands. We also note that the DEC in 2015 already
approved a 'Community Connector Snowmobile Trail' to connect the hamlets of Newcomb and Minerva, with one
of the routing options crossing the Boreas tract. In the APA’s Boreas Alternative 3, there is the following
statement: "The Wild Forest Area proposed in Alternative 3 would enable access to the two State Administrative
Area gravel pits and the Boreas Ponds Dam." This statement provides a clear explanation of one of the
consequences of selecting this Alternative. Therefore, for similar clarity, and full disclosure, in each Alternative,
we ask the the APA amend the four alternatives to clearly state which alternatives will allow snowmobiles, and
where the snowmobile trail would be located in the Boreas tract, given each Alternative classification option.
(4) MacIntyre East. MacIntyre West, and Casey Brook Tracts: These tracts of land to the north and west of the
Boreas Tract are logical additions to the High Peaks Wilderness.
(5) West Stoney Creek Wilderness Area: We urge the APA approve a new 12,000-acre West Stoney Creek
Wilderness Area in the southern Adirondacks, west of Northville. This is a rare opportunity to combine almost
3,900 acres of newly purchased Forest Preserve lands with 9,000 acres of adjacent existing roadless Forest
Preserve lands to form a new 12,000-acre West Stoney Creek Wilderness Area. These lands contain old growth
forests, steep slopes, 1,500 foot high mountains, a vast wetlands complex, and over 7 miles of the West Stoney
Creek river corridor, which is classified as “Scenic” under the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act. The
newly purchased 3,900 acres tract should NOT be classified as 'Wild Forest' as proposed by the APA; it should be
combined with adjacent 9,000 acre tract and the entire area classified as 'wilderness'.
Thank you for this opportunity to address these important wilderness opportunities.
Kind Regards,

Pasquale V. Vairo, Esq.
GODOSKY & GENTILE, P.C.
61 Broadway, Suite 2010
New York, NY 10006
212-742-9700 - office
917-648-1749 - mobile
212-742-9706 - facsimile
pvv@godoskygentile.com
www.GodoskyGentile.com

Committed to Pursuing Justice for the Seriously Injured throughout New York & Connecticut.
Handling all Personal Injury matters, including: Falls, Automotive and Construction Accidents, Nursing Home and Medical
Negligence, Defective and Dangerous Products and Drugs.
This e-mail message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by reply email and delete or destroy all copies of the original message
and attachments thereto.
Emails sent to or from Godosky & Gentile, P.C. and/or any of its partners, attorneys, and staff may be retained as required by law or regulation. Nothing in this
message is intended to constitute an electronic signature for purposes of the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (UETA) or the Electronic Signatures in Global and
National Commerce Act ("E-Sign"), unless a specific statement to the contrary is included in this message.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pat Burton <camperpat@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 3:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
pat Burton
358 Morton Ave
W Berlin, NJ 08091
856 767 8064

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Cotter <aldgate1@verizon.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Pat Cotter
46 Kendal Ave
Maplewood, NJ 07040

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Fitzgerald <fitzgeraldsaas@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Pat Fitzgerald
SOUTHERN ADK AUDUBON SOCIETY
PO Box 4076
QUEENSBURY, NY 12804
5187936846

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Fitzgerald <pfitz_007@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 7:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Pat Fitzgerald
79 Laurel Ln
Queensbury, NY 12804
5187936846

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Galfano <Pgalfano3@optonline.net>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:58 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Pat Galfano
467 Sprout Brook Rd
Garrison, NY 10524
914-715-4202

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Jennings <pmarcell143@gmai.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 7:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pat Jennings
626 thomas rd
Cookeville, TN 38501

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Lennon <myco99@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I now live in Missouri (having grown up just south of the blue line in Montgomery County) where the Department of
Environmental Conservation makes its decisions based on science, and the results are not just good, they're
great. Although there is nothing here like the Adirondack Park, it is critically important that the science informs the
policy. The results will be worth it.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Pat Lennon
50 Wilshire Terrace
St Louis, MO 63119
3149181524

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat O'Brien <rsbkp@gmavt.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 3:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Pat O'Brien
9396 Main Rd
Huntington, VT 05462
802-434-2514

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Price <patznyc@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 9:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pat Price
New York, NY 10075

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Purchia <Plum6989@aol.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 9:02 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pat Purchia
658 Gregory court , Highland , NY 12528

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Rooney <pat.rooney@omh.ny.gov>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Pat Rooney
331 South Main Ave
Albany, NY 12209
518-549-5143
IMPORTANT NOTICE:
This e-mail is meant only for the use of the intended recipient. It may contain confidential information which is
legally privileged or otherwise protected by law. If you received this e-mail in error or from someone who was not
authorized to send it to you, you are strictly prohibited from reviewing, using, disseminating, distributing or copying
the e-mail. PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY OF THE ERROR BY RETURN E-MAIL AND DELETE THIS
MESSAGE FROM YOUR SYSTEM. Thank you for your cooperation.
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: pbsvas@verizon.net
realname: Pat Sorbello
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 109 Brown Pt.Dr.
city: Lake Pleasant
State: NY
zipcode: 12108
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Pat Taylor <pdvenice2002@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 12:28 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: pdvenice2002@gmail.com
realname: Pat Taylor
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 835 county line rd
city: queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pat224@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pat Rabin <pat224@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Pat Rabin
Undefined
Sarasota, FL 34235
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

patbeach@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Patrick McCormack
<patbeach@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Patrick McCormack
551 Washington Blvd
Long Beach, NY 11561-1739

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patchap52 <patchap52@aol.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 1:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas pond access
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I would be in favor of allowing mountain biking, non-motorized, on all of the existing roads in the Boreas pond track.
These are lovely roads for biking, but not very interesting for hiking since they are wide and gravel and meant for
logging trucks.
Sincerely,
Patricia Ledden Chapman
36 Windcrest Dr., Pulaski, New York
Sent from my iPhone <PLC>
Patricia Ledden Chapman

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrice CHABOT <patricechab@orange.fr>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 3:06 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Patrice CHABOT
2 rue de la Commanderie
L 'Ile Bouchard, ot 37220
776694818

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrice GARCIA <pg59@laposte.net>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 7:14 AM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Patrice GARCIA
2577 W Greenway Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85023
(000)000-0000

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

patricia cassidy <polyannish@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

patricia cassidy
32 S Walnut St
Beacon, NY 12508

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Cohen <mnpr7@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 8:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patricia Cohen
New Rochelle, NY 10801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia D March <pennyrosehill@comcast.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
My family have been summer residents in the area since 1886. My husband was cremated and buried on our land
within the park in 2016. Please keep us as a wilderness.
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Patricia D March
72 Frenchs Rd
Woodstock, VT 05091
8024572764

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Eynon <peynon@gmail.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 8:54 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patricia Eynon
Alburtis, PA 18011

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Fox <plfox@optonline.net>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 10:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patricia Fox
16 Yaphank av
Brookhaven, NY 11719

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Graham <dgraham4@rochester.rr.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 1:47 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: dgraham4@rochester.rr.com
realname: Patricia Graham
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 282 Kreag Rd.
city: Pittsford
State: NY
zipcode: 14534
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Graham <dgraham4@rochester.rr.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 11:59 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: dgraham4@rochester.rr.com
realname: Patricia Graham
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 282 Kreag Rd.
city: Pittsford
State: NY
zipcode: 14534
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Hannon <ph246@msn.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 1:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Please keep our wild places wild. They are not replaceable.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.

Sincerely,

Patricia Hannon
Longview, WA 98632

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Haynes <bellahaynes11@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 12:57 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: bellahaynes11@gmail.com
realname: Patricia Haynes
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 602 Lower Elizabeth st lot7
city: Hudson Fall's
State: NY
zipcode: 12839
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Lengyel <rbvmorgans@stny.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 4:55 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rbvmorgans@stny.rr.com
realname: Patricia Lengyel
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 4832 Lisle Road
city: Owego
State: NY
zipcode: 13827
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Ludington <Pludington7@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Patricia Ludington
1 Rebecca Dr
Pawling, NY 12564
9149252205
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Mahoney <patriciamahoney@frontier.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:49 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: patriciamahoney@frontier.com
realname: Patricia Mahoney
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 6 Gundel Court
city: Indian Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Martinez de la Vega Mansilla <pmvmrsd@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 2:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Patricia Martinez de la Vega Mansilla
5148 Foster Rd
Cortland, NY 13045

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia McDonough <patmcdathome@gmail.com>
Saturday, October 29, 2016 9:20 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Patricia McDonough
8980 Lakeshore Drive
Hague, NY 12836
5185436725
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Sent:
To:
Cc:
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Patricia McGuire <pmcguire@skidmore.edu>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:42 AM
ClassificationComments
dgibson@adirondackwild.org; Andrew Schneller
Boreas Ponds Wilderness Proposal
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Dear Kathleen Regan and Adirondack Park Agency,
As a student of environmental studies at Skidmore College and resident of New York State, I am writing to you to ask
that you add another alternative for classification of the Boreas Ponds area as a full wilderness area, eliminating the
motorized access that all four proposed alternatives would currently allow. With our growing economy and constant
urban sprawl, preserving areas of wilderness is crucial to maintaining a sense of the history and natural beauty of this
state. Not only does natural beauty attract tourists to an area, it gives current residents a way to connect with their roots
and appreciate New York State.
Although motorized vehicle access would provide easier access to the area for people with different mobility, the Boreas
Ponds area would still be accessible by non‐motorized wheel transport, and could be open to special arrangements.
Right now, New York State has the opportunity to set a precedent for other states and for future administrations that
preservation of wilderness is important to our identity as a state with a rich natural history. I fully support designating
the Boreas Ponds area as completely wilderness, and hope that you will consider my input in your decision.
Thank you,
Patricia McGuire
Patricia McGuire
Skidmore College Class of 2017
Environmental Studies & Economics
pmcguire@skidmore.edu

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia O'Connor <paoc44@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 8:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Patricia O'Connor
374 Eaton Street
Providence, RI 02908
9023930121

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Packer <pattiac@nycap.rr.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 7:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Patricia Packer
5 Jennifer Rd
Scotia, NY 12302
(518) 399-4843

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Packer <pattiac@nycap.rr.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 10:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Patricia Packer
5 Jennifer Rd
Scotia, NY 12302
(518) 399-4843

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Paton <ppaton@optonline.net>
Friday, December 23, 2016 5:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Classification of Boreas Ponds
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I feel strongly that the APA should put in place Alternative 1 for theBoreas Ponds. Any other choice will be
disastrous for the local communities and may be their death knell.
Patricia Paton
Adirondack Park
Hamilton County
Sent from my iPhone
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia R Dosiek <irishtrish@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 3:28 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: irishtrish@gmail.com
realname: Patricia R Dosiek
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5 Morrison Ave
city: Plattsburgh
State: NY
zipcode: 12901
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Rush <patrush1@verizon.net>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 3:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Patricia Rush
1177 Oxford Place
Schenectady, NY 12308
518-374-6995

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Rush <patrush1@verizon.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:49 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Patricia Rush
1177 Oxford Place
Schenectady, NY 12308
518-374-6995

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

patricia salsbury <patty10sals@aol.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 6:28 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

patricia salsbury
p.o. box 154
old forge, NY 32963
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Savarie <psavarie@nycap.rr.com>
Thursday, December 08, 2016 7:49 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: psavarie@nycap.rr.com
realname: Patricia Savarie
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 187
city: Schroon Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12870
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
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Patricia Savarie <psavarie@schroon.net>
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email: psavarie@schroon.net
realname: Patricia Savarie
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 187
city: Schroon Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12870
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Schwarz <sjp241@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 9:15 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patricia Schwarz
3032 North Road
Sherman, NY 14781

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Shi <pashi0726@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Patricia Shi
51 East 90th St
New York, NY 10065
2127223447

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Stonitsch <msfm143@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 9:40 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: msfm143@yahoo.com
realname: Patricia Stonitsch
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 16 Baldwin Rd
city: Ticondroga
State: NY
zipcode: 12883
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Vang <hansey2@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 11:15 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Patricia Vang
3213 Old Pine Court #101
Virginia Beach, VA 23452
757 340 5131

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Vang <hansey2@aol.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 7:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Patricia Vang
3213 Old Pine Court #101
Virginia Beach, VA 23452
7573405131`

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Vivado <pvivado@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:46 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Patricia Vivado
210 West 101st Street
Apt. 5H
New York, NY 10025
212-799-6490

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Wadsworth <pwadsworth1@icloud.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 8:12 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pwadsworth1@icloud.com
realname: Patricia Wadsworth
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: Po box 177
city: Northville
State: NY
zipcode: 12134
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Waters <waters.patricia@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 9:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patricia Waters
Buffalo, NY 14210

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Willis <ptrcwillis@gmail.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 3:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan
Deputy Director; Planning
Adirondack Park Agency of NY State
Every year since 1967 Tom and I and our family were visitors to the Adirondacks. For 23 years we lived in our retirement camp at
Rainbow Lake. We were very active with Adirondack conservation organizations for many years. We have visited Elk Lake and
have been interested in the nearby Boreas Ponds as to their protection. Please do the best
thing: provide Wilderness protection for the Ponds, the Boreas River, the watershed in all directions, & the roads in closed. We
do not want to see any motorized access to the ponds. People could use bikes to get their canoes in. We are in our 80's now and
will never get to Boreas Ponds. but we very much want to see them protected for future generations, including possibly our
own children. Although there are many old logging roads there, if protected by wilderness designation, the area will return to
nature and become even more beautiful. The only activity we would like is perhaps the maintaining of the dam to preserve the
ponds.
Thank you for allowing public comment to influence the APA decision.
Very Sincerely, Pat & Tom Willis

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

patriciahquinn@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Patricia Quinn
<patriciahquinn@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Perhaps some day we will be able to veto such impingement on Nature for the sake of our own quality of life and
the eco system.
Sincerely,
Patricia Quinn
PO Box 504
Unionville, NY 10988-0504

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

patriciatricia06@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Patricia Papalia
<patriciatricia06@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:47 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Patricia Papalia
19 Christopher St Apt 22
New York, NY 10014-3574

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

patricio keith moxey <pm154@columbia.edu>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

patricio keith moxey
95 park street
williamstown, MA 01267
6468089570

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Bonasia <jjmazz@aol.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 10:47 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: jjmazz@aol.com
realname: Patrick Bonasia
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 44 Charles ST
city: Valley Stream
State: NY
zipcode: 11580
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Carver <Pcarver@alarmandsuppression.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:45 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Pcarver@alarmandsuppression.com
realname: Patrick Carver
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 124 Gray rd
city: Mayfeild
State: NY
zipcode: 12117
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Conlon <hockeyp6c@gmail.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 11:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Conlon
10 Clarkson Ave
Potsdam, NY 13699

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Cronin <pcronin@nycap.rr.com>
Sunday, December 25, 2016 8:35 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pcronin@nycap.rr.com
realname: Patrick Cronin
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 84 Fifth Street
city: Glens Falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12801
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Fay <faypat83@gmail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 1:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Fay
31se benaiah cir
Bend, OR 97215

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Gorton <patrickwgorton@aol.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 10:45 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: patrickwgorton@aol.com
realname: Patrick Gorton
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2050 Hanover Rd
city: Waterville
State: NY
zipcode: 13480
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Hahn <patocuse@verizon.net>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Hahn
3650 Midland Ave
Syracuse, NY 13205

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Hono <Honan58@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 9:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Hono
573 Plutarch Rd
Highland, NY 12528

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Hughes <phughes14@gmail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 8:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Hughes
Homer, NY 13077

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Huther <igcgraphics@verizon.net>
Sunday, December 25, 2016 8:58 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Huther
143Ben bar Circle
Whitestown , NY 13492

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

patrick kelly <patrickkelly913@aol.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 5:37 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: patrickkelly913@aol.com
realname: patrick kelly
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3 w elm st
city: Islip
State: NY
zipcode: 11751
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Knapp <labatt_blue01@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 12:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel should be kept open to all
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Knapp
Piseco, NY 12189

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Kresch <pkresch@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 8:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Kresch
5032 Coopers Landing Dr. #3B
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Lamb <patduhlamb@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 1:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Patrick Lamb
2294 LAWRENCE ROAD
Marcellus, NY 13108
315-560-8423

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Leguire <patrickleguire@icloud.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 6:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

It is my opinion that the Boreas Ponds site should be classified as Wilderness. These areas are a precious
resource, unique to very few remaining areas in the US, including the Adirondack Park. The snowmobile crowd is
generally made up of drunkards and hooligans who dont posess the woodsmanship skills to deserve the right to
access an area like this. If it is classified as Wild Forest, you might as well make install picnic tables and firepits
and make it a destination for mouth breathers like the rest of the state run campgrounds.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Lennon <myco99@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:52 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. It truly is a once in a lifetime
opportunity. Please don’t fail to make the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness
legacy.
As someone who normally visits the Adirondacks several times a year, we will not make be making plans to visit a
newly motorized playground. We prefer visiting wilderness.
Sincerely,
Patrick Lennon
Patrick Lennon
50 Wilshire Terrace
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-9181524

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Lennon <myco99@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 4:22 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
My wife and I go the Adirondacks for some peace and quiet, unspoiled views, and to enjoy Nature. The farther we
can get from civilization the better. We are not interested in coming to an area teeming with motorboats and
floatplanes. We can find that in enough other places. Please, Keep the Boreas Ponds Wild!
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Patrick Lennon
Patrick Lennon
50 Wilshire Terrace
Webster Groves, MO 63119

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Lutz <patrick.lutz88@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 10:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Concern for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To Whom it may Concern:
Please note that the numbered points found below are not my own words. They are my feelings, though and I know
the man who write them cares more for the wellbeing of Adirondack Park than anyone I will ever know. I am a
newcomer to the Adirondacks, having only spent several weekends per summer camping there for the last 4 years
or so. However in them I have found a spiritual home. While the charm of towns visited and the character of people
met have added value to my experience, the true connection I feel is to the wilderness. As our world changes at our
hands there are so few places that can be truly called wilderness anymore. I understand the weight of competing
priorities and constituencies but I urge you to take care when making the decision that lies before you. Please take
the time to collect all necessary information and consider stronger wilderness alternatives. I ask that you table this
motion until such time as that can be done.
1) Boreas Ponds is a "Highest elevation (Prioriry 1) wetland in NYS" and needs maximum wilderness protection,
NOT A CLOSER PARKING LOT! (Wetlands like the one in my Boreas photo would lose their moose population
as human intrusion increases.)
2) Dams in wilderness do not need to be maintained.
3) Town easements don't preclude wilderness classification.
4) Hammer home on the remote character of the parcel!
I thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration of this issue.
-Patrick Lutz

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Lutz <patrick.lutz88@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 10:57 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Below you will find a compelling letter detailing both legal and personal reasons for classifying the entire Boreas Ponds tract as
wilderness. Those words are not my own but the thoughts and feelings expressed therein most certainly are. After attending the
hearing at RIT last night I feel compelled to say that this parcel of land should only be classified as wilderness. There are highminded reasons- like the fact that less that 1% of the land east of the Mississippi is classified as wilderness. There are technical
reasons like those detailed below. Arguments I've heard that may preclude this parcel from being classified as wilderness- like the
existence of the dam, bridges, and roads- strike me as superfluous at best. Please don't let this place be overrun by pollutant-andinvasive-species-carrying motor vehicles. Let it be used by those willing to work to get there and enjoy its beauty and majesty the
way nature has intended. Let it stay wild.
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of

artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Patrick Lutz

Patrick Lutz
8 Brighton St
Rochester, NY 14607

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick MacMillan <macmillan@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 1:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick MacMillan
1320 State Route 9
Champlain, NY 12919

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick McCann <djpmc@hotmail.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 11:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick McCann
Binghamton, NY 13903

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick McVey <Mcveyplm@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 8:33 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Mcveyplm@gmail.com
realname: Patrick McVey
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 360 Comfort Trail
city: Montgomery
State: NY
zipcode: 12549
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Murphy <murphy.patrick3@gmail.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 12:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Murphy
20 Eustis St.
Cambridge , MA 02140

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Murphy <murphy.patrick3@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 11:28 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Murphy
Cambridge , MA 02140

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Reilly <preil003@plattsburgh.edu>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 7:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
We have enough ponds for people to use, eh?
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.

Sincerely,

Patrick Reilly
Queensbury, NY 12804

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Seeley <patseel@roadrunner.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 9:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Seeley
Ransomville , NY 14131

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Sendrowitz <psendrowitz@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 12:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Sendrowitz
312 St. Marks Avenue
Bellmore , NY 11710

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Shea <sheapj81@gmail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 10:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Shea
12 Inman street
Cambridge , MA 02139

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Smithers <pjseagle1@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:16 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pjseagle1@yahoo.com
realname: Patrick Smithers
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2019 County Highway 119
city: Stratford
State: NY
zipcode: 13470
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PATRICK SULLIVAN <PJSULLIVAN@WINDSTREAM.NET>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 9:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

PATRICK SULLIVAN
457 COUNTY ROUTE 33
PENNELLVILLE, NY 13132

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Teague <Patteag@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Patrick Teague
8 Southwind Drive
Cross River, NY 10518
914-763-9365

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Walsh <mail@subalpinecoffee.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 7:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Walsh
Keene valley , NY 12943

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick White <whitewiz2002@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 5:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Patrick White
2820 Elmburg Rd.
Shelbyville, KY, KY 40065
5026557518

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patrick Williams <patricklodgewilliams@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 10:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patrick Williams
34 Lauer Rd
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patty Hess <l50ae@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 7:27 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: l50ae@aol.com
realname: Patty Hess
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: P.O.Box 901
city: Troy
State: NY
zipcode: 12181
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Kathy Regan
Deputy Director for Planning
NYS Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
RE: Public Comment on Classification of Boreas Ponds and Other Forest Preserve Lands
Dear NYS Adirondack Park Agency,
Please accept these comments on classification of Boreas Ponds and other Forest Preserve lands and amendments of
the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan:
1. The Boreas Ponds should be classified as Wilderness. The Gulf Brook Road should form the Wilderness‐Wild Forest
boundary. All lands north of the Gulf Brook Road should be Wilderness, all lands south should be Wild Forest.
2. The entire shoreline of the Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness. Lands around Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness to
the south of at least 1 mile. The Boreas Ponds should be a motorless Wilderness area.
3. Option 2 should be modified to make the entire shoreline of the Boreas Pond Wilderness. The Gulf Brook Road should
form the Wilderness‐Wild Forest boundary. All lands north of the Gulf Brook Road should be Wilderness, all lands south
should be Wild Forest.
4. The APA should perform an analysis of retention of the Boreas Ponds dam to assess long‐term management,
ecological, and recreational issues. There should be public disclosure of the ramifications of retention and removal of
this dam.
5. No "spot zoning" on the Forest Preserve should be approved. Options 3 and 4 utilize “spot zoning” techniques to
create islands of one classification of lands within another; option 3 creates a Wild Forest island; option 4 creates a
Primitive island. Sound Forest Preserve management is built upon consistent classification of large blocks of Forest
Preserve lands, not checkerboards of conflicting uses. Spot zoning shoehorns‐in conflicting uses and should be rejected.
6. No "Wild Forest Corridors" on the Forest Preserve should be approved. Options 3 and 4 utilize “Wild Forest Corridors”
to enable a motorized corridor inside of a Wilderness classification. This is not allowable under the State Land Master
Plan and undermines Forest Preserve management. Sound Forest Preserve management is built upon consistent
classification of large blocks of Forest Preserve lands, not checkerboards of conflicting uses. Wild Forest corridors
should be rejected.
7. Historic Cabin at 4 Corners should be a .25 acre State Administrative Area or Historic Area. The historic cabin at the 4
Corners should be maintained for management purposes. A quarter acre area around the cabin should be classified as
State Administrative or Historic. The state needs to release its plan for the future use of this cabin.
8. APA should evaluate a new West Stony Creek Wild Forest area. Creation of a new 12,000‐acre Wilderness area
combines over 3,000 acres of newly purchased "Benson" lands and over 9,000 acres of existing Wild Forest in the Shaker
Mountain Wild Forest area. A fair and rational analysis of this 12,000‐acre forest complex should conclude that the
extensive old growth forest, abundant wetlands, seven miles of West Stony Creek (a classified "Scenic River"), steep
slopes and 14 peaks between 1,500‐2,000 feet in elevation, among other factors, merit a Wilderness classification.
These lands contain no motorized trails.
9. The 7,365‐acre MacIntyre West tract should be classified as Wilderness. This tract includes the flanks of Santanoni
Mountain and Bradley Pond. This tract should be added to the High Peaks Wilderness. On the MacIntyre East Tract 4,446
acres should be classified as Wilderness in the northern section of this tract, which contains four miles of the

Opalescent River. The southern portion of this tract includes 1,600 acres that should be classified as Wild Forest,
including five miles of the Hudson River. The Wild Forest area is interspliced with a county road and railroad line.
10. I support Wild Forest classifications for the Thousand Acre Swamp, Cat Mountain and the Berry Pond tracts in the
southern Adirondacks. I support a Wilderness classification for the 1,400‐acre Casey Brook tract that links the High
Peaks and Dix Mountain Wilderness areas.
Sincerely,

Patricia Morrison
67 Union Street
Saratoga Springs, New York 12866
201‐615‐7489

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patty Romeo <pateray317@ymail.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 11:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Patty Romeo
15 Rays Way
Wynantskill , NY 12198

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul A. Cuccinello <paul@wdserviceco.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 12:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond
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Hello Kathleen, please do not classify the Boreas Pond tract as wilderness. Please all
recreation such as snowmobiles and bicycles
Thank you,
Paul A. Cuccinello
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To:
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Paul A. Priest <ppriest@hvc.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:43 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: ppriest@hvc.rr.com
realname: Paul A. Priest
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 91 ski run rd
city: Bloomingburg
State: NY
zipcode: 12721
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you. Paul A.
Priest
Submit: Send It
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Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Paul Allen
Public Comment on Classification of Boreas Ponds
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Kathy Regan
Deputy Director for Planning
NYS Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
RE: Public Comment on Classification of Boreas Ponds
Dear Ms. Regan and Adirondack Park Agency Commissioners,
Please accept this letter expressing my support for the APA to recommend Alternative/Option 1 allowing for broader access to our
public park lands by classifying more area as Wild Forest.
As a resident of NYS and the Adirondack Park, I am a conservationist but also access our park lands typically by motor vehicle.
By reducing access by motor vehicles as specified in more restrictive options which classify more lands as Wilderness, the APA
would significantly limit access to some of the most beautiful areas of our park to only the hardiest individuals who can make
enough time to explore these areas by foot. This excludes an unfair share of tax payers as well as local residents who chose to live
and raise families here long before those who lobby you to limit access knew what we had here.
I encourage you to uphold the intent of the Adirondack State Land Master Plan which intended to provide access while monitoring
abuse and over development of these park lands.
Respectfully Submitted,
Paul E. Allen
2821 NYS Route 8
Speculator NY, 12164
Peallen1@gmail.com
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To:
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Paul Brawdy <pbrawdy@sbu.edu>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 8:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Paul Brawdy
2347 Johnson Rd
Olean, NY 14760
716-307-6622

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Paul Capone <first.trax@verizon.net>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 10:11 AM
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2016 Classification of State Lands
2016 State Land Classification Comments.docx
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Attached are my comments/suggestions for the 2016 Classification/Reclassification of State Lands.

Paul Capone
Vermontville, NY

2016 State Land Classification Comments.docx

TO: Adirondack Park Agency
RE: 2016 State Land Classification
I will start with some general comments about the classification of State lands and then
add some specific comments regarding individual parcels.
General Comments
Let’s not forget that these acquired lands have already been added to the Forest Preserve.
That means they are constitutionally protected under Article XIV and will remain
‘forever wild’, regardless of how they are classified. One can find solitude and have a
sense of remoteness in any of these classifications. In most instances, it is impossible to
tell the difference between Wild Forest, Primitive, or Wilderness based on visual cues.
There are Wilderness Areas with clear-cuts, former logging roads and other manmade
structures, just as there are Wild Forest Areas with primeval old growth devoid of roads
or structures. Just because a road exists in Wild Forest does not necessarily mean that the
public is allowed to use motor vehicles. Those recreational use decisions are hammered
out in the Unit Management Plan process.
There are obviously strong feelings on both sides of the Wilderness versus Wild Forest
classification. Wilderness advocates are primarily interested in keeping motorized
vehicles out, which means people will have access by foot or horseback. This option will
prevent many from reaching the Boreas Ponds due to the longer distance and physical
limitations. Another unfortunate consequence of a Wilderness classification is that
bicycle use will be prohibited. Whereas, an option including a portion of Wild Forest
could allow some degree of motorized and bicycle use of the existing road network,
which means people may have easier access and greater choice in mode of travel.
Much of the debate centers on the existing infrastructure (roads, bridges, dams). If these
lands were roadless, it would likely be a slam-dunk for a Wilderness classification. Why
aren’t the interior roads shown on the maps in the classification document? I feel the
maps provided in the classification document are misleading the public because the road
network is a significant feature of the landscape, yet they were intentionally omitted.
The APA has to consider many factors and I hope the APA Board members are able to
look beyond the rhetoric from both sides and make a decision based on facts and science.
I believe an appropriate balance of the competing interests is the best solution. With
proper management it is possible to protect the resources and to provide reasonable
access. This has been demonstrated by Finch Pruyn and the Nature Conservancy whose
stewardship has preserved the wetlands and allowed some motorized use.
There are many threats to the integrity our natural world, but providing access so people
of all ages can experience the beauty of these special places is not one of them. The
classification should allow for various types of recreation and let the UMP process
determine the appropriate level of access for public enjoyment.
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Bicycle Use in Boreas Ponds, MacIntyre East, & MacIntyre West Tracts
The SLMP says protection of the natural resources is paramount. Human use and
enjoyment should be permitted so long as the resources are not degraded. There is
nothing in this guidance that prevents bicycle use on former logging roads. Neither is
there any consensus that bicycles should be banned. Environmental impacts would be
minimal. Studies have shown that impacts from bicycle use of trails are similar to hiking
and cause less than horseback riding.
A Wilderness designation will eliminate any possibility of designating bicycle trails.
Under the current classification proposals 10 miles of roads will be closed in the East
MacIntyre Tract, another 7 miles in the West MacIntrye Tract, and up to 20 miles in the
Boreas Tract. These roads were built for heavy trucks and have been used by motor
vehicles for decades, but now that they are in public ownership, people will not be
allowed to ride a bicycle on them. This is a shame since most any type of bicycle could
be used on these wide, durable surfaces and nearly anyone could handle the gentle
terrain.
Many people are using bicycles to get to the Boreas Dam and most would prefer to
continue around the ponds – a 7.5 mile loop from the 4 corners intersection. This is why I
strongly urge the APA to recommend Alternative 1 for the Boreas Tract. The roads
are screened from the lakeshore, so paddlers would not see anyone on the roads except at
the dam and the Boreas River crossing. Hikers that don’t want to share the trail with
bicycles or horses can enjoy walking the rest of the vast area where those uses are not
allowed.
The presence of roads throughout these 3 tracts, along with a history of commercial forest
activity, sharply conflicts with the wilderness ideal of a remote landscape where man’s
influence is substantially unnoticeable. Why not designate the roads Wild Forest
corridors to provide the option for biking? Better yet, amend the SLMP to create a new
classification, such as Primitive Bicycle Corridor, specifically to allow bicycle use on
designated roads that pass through Wilderness. This option is already available in the
Catskill Forest Preserve and should be a tool for managers in the Adirondacks.
Many of the previous large acquisitions with significant roads such as Wilderness Lakes,
Lake Lila, Whitney, and Round Lake have been closed to bicycles. I applaud the APA for
designating 9 miles of roads for bicycle use in the Essex Chain Primitive Area. However,
that decision is being challenged by a lawsuit from Adirondack Wild, Protect the
Adirondacks, and Earth Justice. This illustrates the need for a better mechanism to
designate former logging roads for bicycle use, such as a Primitive Bicycle Corridor
classification.
It is a misguided policy to equate bicycles with motorized vehicles. Bicycles are quiet,
non-polluting, and muscle-powered. Cyclists share the same motivation and desires for
backcountry adventure as other trail users. There is no evidence that biking on gravel
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roads causes resource damage. When taxpayer money is used to purchase lands with a
road network, at least a portion should remain open to bicycles.
ES -16 MacIntyre West
This tract was acquired as 2 separate transactions. The 457 acres in the northwest portion
(previously owned by Open Space Conservancy purchased in Sept. 2013) is steep and
rugged and belongs in the High Peaks Wilderness. The remaining 5597.8 acres
(purchased in May 2014) is formerly Finch Pruyn working forest with 7 miles of gravel
road and leased camps. This parcel should be classified Wild Forest instead of
Wilderness. This would not only allow for bicycle use of the roads, but also creates a
buffer between the adjacent private lands and the High Peaks Wilderness. It would also
eliminate the need for the Primitive Area due to the Boulder Alley Road ROW.
ES -17 MacIntyre East
This tract was purchased in April 2015 and is formerly Finch Pruyn working forest with
11 miles of gravel road and leased camps. Much of this parcel is adjacent to an industrial
mining operation. It should be classified mostly Wild Forest instead of mostly
Wilderness. The Wild Forest boundary should at least be moved from LeClair Brook
further East to the Donnelley’s Road ROW and then follow the East River and Fujacks
Roads. The lands West of Donnelley’s ROW and South of East River and Fujacks Roads
should be classified Wild Forest. This would allow for bicycle use of a greater portion of
the road network and create a buffer between the private lands to the South and West.
This split would also eliminate the need for a Primitive Area. The Opalescent River
drainage would be added to the High Peaks Wilderness as proposed.
ES – 20 Boreas Ponds
This tract was purchased in May 2016 and is formerly Finch Pruyn working forest with
27 miles of gravel roads and leased camps. For reasons already mentioned I support the
Alternative 1 as a reasonable split between Wilderness and Wild Forest. Everyone cares
deeply about the opportunity to enjoy this special place. The environmental groups that
are campaigning for wilderness could have pooled their resources and purchased this tract
and established the kind of preserve they say is necessary. However, the People of the
State of NY bought it. Therefore, the APA should lean towards a classification that serves
the people of all ages and mobility and let the UMP process determine the type and how
much access the public gets while still protecting the resources.
Alt 1 and Alt 2 - It’s not clear why the 500 foot setback from the Gulf Brook and Boreas
Roads is less confusing to users than making the road the boundary between Wilderness
and Wild Forest.
Alt 3 and Alt 4 – I am not in favor of reclassifying 1,337 acres of Wild Forest to
Wilderness. There was no explanation for why this is being proposed.
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CL-05, ES-01, HM-01, SR-05 Miscellaneous Detached Parcels
These 5 detached parcels were acquired by the State of New York and have no public
access. They do not have any public road frontage or public waterway frontage and are
surrounded by private lands. Only adjacent landowners have use of these parcels. This
begs the question why the State owns land that is not available to the public? Most
taxpayers would be upset if public funds are being used to purchase and pay local taxes
for such property. As a policy, the State should acquire a right-of-way or easement for
public access in these cases.
ES-27 Niagara Brook
It makes sense to make a physical feature, such as Niagara Brook, the boundary between
the Dix Wilderness and Vanderwacker Mountain Wild Forest. I recommend moving the
boundary for existing parcel to the North to Niagara Brook to be consistent. I am
referring to the portion West of Niagara Brook that is currently part of Dix Mountain
Wilderness. That portion should be reclassified to Wild Forest.
HR-08, Reclass-11 Anne LaBastille/Twitchell Lake Primitive Area
Rather than creating a Primitive Area due to the power line ROW, I would recommend
classifying the lands East of the ROW Wilderness and the remaining lands should be
Wild Forest to the shoreline of Twitchell Lake. Wild Forest would be more appropriate
considering that Twitchell Lake is mostly private land and has significant development
along the shoreline.
Reclass-02 Sentinel - Old Mountain Rd
I agree with the reclassification to Wild Forest due to the parcel being separated by a
town road. I recommend that you also reclassify another portion of the Sentinel Range
Wilderness for the very same reason. I am referring to the portion East of Bartlett Road
and West of the East Branch of the Ausable River. How can this be Wilderness when
separated by a town road? This would also be consistent with Reclass-07 where the lands
North of Rte. 28 were misclassified and changed to Wild Forest.

Submitted by Paul Capone
Vermontville, NY
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email: Mchizek@nycap.rr.com
realname: Paul Chizek
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 154 State Highway 29A
city: Gloversville
State: NY
zipcode: 12078
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Adirondack Park Agency,
I have been making trips to the park since 1971. I have witnessed what the wilderness classification has done for tracks of land
that for decades were abused by lazy, overly consumptive use.
The very best thing we can do for future generations on earth is to preserve as much of it as possible. I say No motors! No
wheels!
Paul Conklin
York, New York
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
The APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to unacceptable.
All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and secluded.
I have spent over forty years witnessing the positive effect Wilderness classification has had in the Five Ponds Wilderness. The area
is large but sprawls, making contact with many points of access as well as having numerous private inholdings with motorized
access. Illegal use that includes trail cutting, hidden caches and ATV use is rampant where easy access is available.
Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Conklin
PO Box 443
York, NY 14592
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Gentlemen,
As a hunter and a fisherman and an "outdoorsy type person" I am advocating for Alternative #1.
I am retired but have used these lands to hunt and fish for over 30 years as a good customer of Finch Pruyn Paper Co. We
started out using the rustic old Log cabin, and eventually thoroughly enjoyed the new and larger lodge. Some of the best
fishing I ever experienced was on Boreas Pond. This magnificent tract of land needs to be enjoyed by the taxpayers who paid
for it not locked away for all time.
Paul W. Coonelly
24 Leeds Lane
North Babylon, NY 11703
Pwcsr@optonline.net

Sent from my iPad
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Cour
309 Buffington Rd.
Syracuse , NY 13224

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Demko <demkopa@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:02 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Demko
32 Rock Cove
Bolton Landing, NY 12814

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Denicola <sadarr3@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 8:35 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: sadarr3@aol.com
realname: Paul Denicola
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 31 ernest dr
city: Lanoka Harbor
State: NJ
zipcode: 08734
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul DiCresce <pauldicresce@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 4:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul DiCresce
Stony Creek, NY 12878

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul E Scott <pscott25@verizon.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 6:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Paul E Scott
583 Caledonia Road
Dix Hills, NY 11746
6314217055

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PAUL GAGNE <pgagne6825@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:30 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pgagne6825@aol.com
realname: PAUL GAGNE
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5483 Flanagan Rd
city: Marcy
State: NY
zipcode: 13403
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Gallery <whatwouldamountaindo@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 12:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Gallery
58 elm St
Albany, NY 12202

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Gannon <paulmgannon54@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 12:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Gannon
253 Wimbledon Court
West Seneca, NY 14224
7163955739

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Gebhard <pgebhard@communitycare.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 1:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Gebhard
42 Friar Tuck Way
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518-248-4831

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Ghenoiu <peghen3@operamail.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 3:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Paul Ghenoiu
33 West Hill Rd
Plattsburgh, NY 12901
5182172282

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Ghenoiu <peghen3@operamail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 6:14 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Paul Ghenoiu
33 West Hill Rd
Plattsburgh, NY 12901
5182172282

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Greg <dukestheman2010@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 6:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Please stop destroying the planet and leave something for the next generation the constant expansion of our population has deemed
this sort of shit acceptable it's not most likely you are in a position in which you will gain personally from your decision but I am
hopeful you can dig yourself out of this whole of despair and be the gleaming face of hope to all that love the ADK.
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.

Sincerely,

Paul Greg
Waverly , NY 14892

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Hahler <paul@hahler.de>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 5:01 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Paul Hahler

Paul Hahler
23321 Carlow Rd
Torrance, CA 90505
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To:
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Paul Hogan <Phogan1@nycap.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 2:49 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Phogan1@nycap.rr.com
realname: Paul Hogan
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 24 Beegen Woods Dr.
city: Cohoes
State: NY
zipcode: 12047
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: Ptorr88@yahoo.com
realname: Paul J Torrisi
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1937 6th Avenue
city: Watervliet
State: NY
zipcode: 12189
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Johnston <pjohnsto@nycap.rr.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 7:38 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pjohnsto@nycap.rr.com
realname: Paul Johnston
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 110 Mariners Rd
city: Gloversville
State: NY
zipcode: 12078
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Paul Jonath
PO BOX 1422
Port Washington, NY 11050
5168835141
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Sent:
To:
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Paul Jonath <Pauleykey@aol.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 6:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Paul Jonath
PO BOX 1422
Port Washington, NY 11050
516 883 5141

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Kalac <kalac@twc.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 12:13 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing (because some day my daughter's generation will NEED to walk, not drive into wilderness) to address my specific
concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I feel are inadequate for the following
reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Kalac
522 N. Main St.
Gloversville, NY 12078
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Kelly <kelly12913@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Paul Kelly
180 Coreys Road
Tupper Lake, NY 12986
5183595158
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Kelly <pkelly@iv4.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 9:42 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Tract
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To Whom it May Concern,
My name is Paul Kelly and I live at 8125 West Henrietta Road in Rush, NY 14543.
I am in favor of and support alternative #1 for the Boreas Ponds tract. Alternative #1 offers the best chance for people
like me to access the land and water.
I also support a classification of Wild Forest for all of the tracts that were mentioned at the public hearing. A wild forest
classification allows many users to enjoy the lands and waters where as a wilderness classification closes the land to a select
few.
Thank you.

Paul Kelly
Rush, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Kintner <paulkintner@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 1:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Kintner
Seattle , WA 98105

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Kotch <paulmkotch@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 9:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Paul Kotch
22 Jockey Lane
Tinton Falls, NJ 07753
732 2336699
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Linssen <Paul.Linssen@c‐r‐solutions.com>
Thursday, November 03, 2016 12:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds
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I support this being classified as Wild Forest
Paul Linssen, CEO
Consolidated Risk Solutions
Direct: (516) 551-1759
CR Solutions Website | Connect on LinkedIn

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Lomax <Paul8lomax@yahoo.com>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 1:58 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Lomax
743 Barton Hill Rd.
Delanson, NY 12053
5182690349

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Lomax <paul8lomax@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 10:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Lomax
743 Barton hill Rd.
Delanson , NY 12053

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Lomax <paul8lomax@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 12:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Lomax
743 Barton Hill
Delanson, NY 12053

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Lomax <paul8lomax@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 26, 2016 11:17 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Lomax
743 Barton Hill Rd
Delanson, NY 12053

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Montanye <pmontanye@live.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 9:55 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: pmontanye@live.com
realname: Paul Montanye
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 118 Montray Rd
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Mudie <paulmudie497@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 8:46 AM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Paul Mudie
497 NYS Route 22
Westport, NY 12993
518 962 4979

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Nathe <paul.nathe@opco.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:47 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands must be Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Attn:K Regan:
Due to arthritis, I cannot longer make the walks into the deep wilderness, but my memories of the wonderful times I
have spent in the backcountry of the Adirondacks makes me insist that it be preserved for the millions of people
who follow me.
Forever Wild!
.
Please protect the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
All Bless the Adirondacks,
Paul Nathe
54 Mountain Rest Rd.
New Paltz, NY 12561
845-897-8123

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Palmer <turfbike@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 6:06 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Palmer
36 Dickinson Ave
Binghamton, NY 13901

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Patenotte <Paul.patenotte@hotmail.fr>
Monday, December 26, 2016 5:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Paul Patenotte
367
Nanterre, ot 92000
33684040951

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Piastro <ppiastro@hvc.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Piastro
46 Birchwood Drive
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
8458760333

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Raino <akelar@charter.net>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 7:54 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Raino
106 Lakeside Roat
Peru, NY 12972
518-834-7754

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Reepmeyer <Preepmey@nycap.rr.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 3:38 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Preepmey@nycap.rr.com
realname: Paul Reepmeyer
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 112A Fonda rd.
city: Cohoes
State: NY
zipcode: 12047
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Riley <paulsriley4@verizon.net>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 7:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the Boreas Ponds
classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential threats to its clean waters
and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected
as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all‐terrain vehicle trespass and climate
change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River
itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. Non‐Wilderness
will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will sabotage this once‐in‐a‐
lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in the region.
Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an accessible trail to the ponds
for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect the Boreas
Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Riley
4148 Disston Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135
2153383647

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Roman <paulmroman21@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 9:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I would like the Boreas track to be wild forest.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Roman <paulmroman21@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 23, 2016 4:08 PM
ClassificationComments
MacIntyre East and West

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I would like to see the classification of the of the above tracts of land be classified as Wild Forest. I have been using theses tracts
of land as a member of the Opalescent Hunting Club for the last 8 years. I have seen numerous times when the ECO's and Forest
Rangers have facilitated search and recuse missions using motorized vehicle on our camp roads that extend onto the roads that
continue onto the Macintyre tracts. Why would anyone want to make an already difficult mission more difficult when minutes
could make the difference between life and death?
Paul M. Roman
2228 Helderberg Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12306

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Rowell <Neonsignz@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 6:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Paul Rowell
2 Garden Parkway
Williamsville, NY 14221
7169831270

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Rubin <hydroquest@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands must be Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Rubin
414 E. Kerley Corners Rd
Tivoli, NY 12583
8456578111

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Saueracker <paul.saueracker@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Paul Saueracker
1728 Sycamore Ave
Merrick, NY 11566
5163791961

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

paul schielke <flycast@nycap.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 6:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use. Please do all possible to protect this valuable area.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to protect
an incredible ecological treasure. Please don't miss this chance.
Sincerely,

paul schielke
4 trethorne drive
ballston lake, NY 12019
518 280 3838

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

paul schielke <flycast@nycap.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 6:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

paul schielke
4 trethorne drive
ballston lake, NY 12019
518 280 3838

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

paul schielke <flycast@nycap.rr.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 1:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Although I am now 70 and realize that a Wilderness classification will make it more difficult for me to visit this area,
I believe it should be classified as Wilderness. This is a very special area and should be protected from motorized
access. There are fewer and fewer places where people can recreate without the intrusion of mortized vehicles.
Places like this need to be protected for today and for future generations.
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

paul schielke
4 trethorne drive
ballston lake, NY 12019
518 280 3838

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

paul schielke <flycast@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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senders or unexpected emails.

Although my age would prevent me from making a long hike to enjoy this area, I feel it should be given maximum
protection. It is much too valuable area to all motorized accesss and use. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and other lands
adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
paul schielke
4 trethorne drive
Ballston Lake, NY 12019
518 488 9845

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Setcavage <robinpaulset@msn.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 4:28 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: robinpaulset@msn.com
realname: Paul Setcavage
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 4 Rock Ledge Rd
city: CHESTERTOWN
State: NY
zipcode: 12817
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

paul shaw <pauleplumber@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

paul shaw
231 dyken pond road
petersburgh, NY 12138
5188179870

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Sheldon <paul.sheldon@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Paul Sheldon
25 Idlewood Drive
Tonawanda, NY 14150
7166953782

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Siebold <siebs26@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 9:21 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Siebold
35 Lemon Lane
Rhinebeck, NY 12572

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Sonneborn <SnazzyManatee@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:22 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands must be Wilderness!
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Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Sonneborn
224 DewittRd
Syracuse, NY 13214
3156651775

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Staalesen <staalesp@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 8:45 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Staalesen
33 Grant Ave
Glens Falls, NY 12801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Stonehouse <paul.stonehouse@greenmtn.edu>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 5:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one‐mile buffer will provide
opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the remoteness of an expanded
High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely, Paul Stonehouse

Paul Stonehouse
142 College St. N.
Poultney, VT 05764
802‐287‐4325

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Paul Stonehouse <paul.stonehouse@greenmtn.edu>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 10:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Seeking Full Wilderness Classification for Boreas Ponds Tact
Boreas Ponds Tract Full Wilderness Proposal ‐ Stonehouse.docx
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Please see my attached letter in support of a Full Wilderness Classification for the Boreas Ponds Tract.
Thank you,
Paul
-Paul Stonehouse, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Adventure Program
Green Mountain College
Poultney, VT 05764
802-287-8256
paul.stonehouse@greenmtn.edu

Boreas Ponds Tract Full Wilderness Proposal - Stonehouse.docx

In support of a Full Wilderness Designation for the
Boreas Ponds Tract
By Paul Stonehouse, PhD
12/10/16
Introduction
I’m here to ban myself from the Boreas Ponds! I teach OAE at a college and the full
wilderness classification I am seeking would prevent my students and I from using the
tract in our courses, since Wildernes permits limit group sizes to 8. The reasons I’m
advocating for a wilderness classification are many and varried. I’d like to start my
explanation with what I believe to be the major resistance of many in granting the Boreas
Tract a wilderness designation - namely, the human development already established
there through road and dam.
Why minor human developments are appropiate to include in Wilderness
I wish to point out that within the ADK there is a strong precedent for classifying
deserving tracts of land as Wilderness despite the presence of human impacts
There are at least 7 dams of varying health within Wilderness areas of the ADKs: Cedar
Lakes, Lake Colden, Pharaoh Lake, Henderson Lake, Duck Hole, The Flowed Lands, and
Marcy Dam. And the Henderson Lake includes a concrete spillway!
Dams eventually deteriorate and the DEC seems to be letting many “go the course of
nature” (e.g Duck Hole, Marcy Dam and the Flowed Lands). As a result, ponds are
drained and new wetlands are created. Inspection of older topographic maps suggests that
once the impoundment fails at Boreas, 3 ponds of canoeable size would be left, including
possiblely navigable channels between them.
Similarly, there is a precedence of roads in wilderness areas. One need only think of the
South Meadow Road’s access to Marcy Dam.
The presence of these human impacts seems less hypocritical when one considers the
definition of Wilderness as put forth by the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
That is, in light of the Master Plan’s definition of wilderness, one quickly sees the
rationality behind granting Boreas Wilderness status.
When one looks at the tract as a whole, the land and its community of life are
“untrammeled by human impact” - in no way does human development “dominate the
landscape.”
Borrowing language further from the Wilderness definition, the Boreas tract is “primeval
in character,” without significant improvement or permanent human habitation.

Boreas Ponds Tract Full Wilderness Proposal - Stonehouse.docx

The definition of Wilderness in the park’s master plan even makes room for the
designation of remarkable tracts that show some form of human impact stating that
wilderness areas can be “managed so as to preserve, enhance and restore, where
necessary, its natural conditions.”
The definition elsewhere provides further accommodating language stating that the
imprint of human impact should be “substantially unnoticeable.”
Surely such subtlety of language reveals the motivation behind the definition. That it be
wielded thoughtfully, within context, and not applied legalistically. That is, the definition
itself is written as a description to be interpreted by its spirit not its law.
Another central reason for resisting a Wilderness classification is the threat to local
commerce. While an incredibly important consideration, it is one that resists
quantification and relies on speculation and assumption.
In the short term, one might argue that vehicular access on the Gulf Brook Rd. might
increase tourist-associated commerce in local communities more than if the Tract was
deemed a Wilderness. However, a longer term view, I believe, suggests that a Wilderness
classification is more likely to affect local businesses over greter periods in a more
sustainable fashion.
If the Boreas Pond Tract was granted a Wilderness designation, we’d be creating the
largest, wildest, remotest new acquisition we may ever see East of the Mississippi.
Wilderness is a rare commodity. Less then 5% of the lower 48 are designated as
Wilderness. Trailhead registers reveal that a primary reason folks visit the ADK is our
twenty-one designated Wilderness areas. There is simply nothing like it in the NE. By
designating Boreas as Wilderness, the Tract would connect to adjacent properties with
conservation easements and radically extend the High Peaks Wilderness area thus
creating an unbroken landscape greater than 300,000 acres in size.
Not only would this create a protected area on a scale not possible elsewhere in the NE, it
would rival many of the Wilderness areas of the western states as well. The new High
Peaks Wilderness would extend from the Raquette River on the west to the Schroon
River on the east, encompassing a roadless Wilderness area larger than such prominent
National Parks as Mount Rainier, Rocky Mountain, and Bryce Canyon.
Given that 70 million people live within a half day’s drive of the tract, it seems
reasonable to surmise that a Wilderness designation could bring significant commerce
that only grows as Wilderness, globally, becomes a more and more sought-after resource.
Such visitors, perhaps especially because of the extended trips they’ll inevitably take, will
require food, lodging, fuel, gear, supplies, entertainment and guiding services. Similar
patterns of success can easily seen in the thriving of the town of Keene.
I anticipate cries from fellow citizens saying, the ADK Park is already 20% wilderness
how could you need more? Bob Marshall, for whom Marshall Peak in the ADK was
named, answered this question curtly: “How man Brahms’ symphonies do we need?
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Having just addressed the central reasons for resisting a wilderness designation (e.g.the
human impacts already present in the tract, and the concern for reduced commercial
opportunities) I now want to transition to two reasons why I believe we must classify the
Boreas Tract as Wilderness.
Eco-centric Ethic
First, I’m concerned that the 4 proposals offered by the Park Agency AND the
motivations behind many advocating for wilderness are largely human-centric. That is,
their chief concern surrounds human access and experience. While this undoubtedly
needs to be part of the conversation, there are other stakeholders involved here. A
question before us is what moral consideration do the species beyond our own that
inhabit the Tract deserve? Presumably we’ve evolved to a point where some intrinsic
worth, free from our wants and purposes, can be ascribed to the flora and fauna of the
Tract? Thus, ought we not also consider what might be healthiest for the ecosystems,
flora and fauna that reside there? One need only look to the health of animal and plant
populations in Yellowstone to see how vast tracts of wilderness allow a variety of species
to flourish. The Boreas Ponds have already been identified as necessary habitat for
threatened species such as the Bay Crested Warbler. Wetlands are known to be fragile
ecosystems, shouldn’t we tread carefully here? Don’t we have a moral duty to consider
life beyond our own.
By classifying Boreas as Wilderness, we would not only limit visits to more sustainable
numbers, but disperse the pressures of other Wilderness areas that are already beyond
their carrying capacity through our species’ love of wild places. Note this call for ethical
consideration for the permanent biotic communities that reside in the Tract is why I’m
willing to support a designation that will prevent me from professionally accessing the
Ponds. Perhaps this reverence for the lives beyond homo sapiens will take some of the
sting out of the loss those precluded from Wilderness areas via various physical
disabilities would enivitably suffer should Boreas be designated a Wilderness. As
Wallace Stegner has suggested, we derive a degree of psychological comfort from simply
knowing lands have been set aside as Wilderness. Even if all we do is drive to its edge
and peer in, Wildneress areas provide a “Geography of Hope” with brings its on
consolation.
A need for solitude
The second reason I believe we should classify The Boreas Pond Tract as wilderness is
because of solitude.
For centuries, wilderness writers have described these spaces as “theaters for
contemplation,” “sanctuaries of reorientation,” a neutral country from which we can look
back at the state and society more objectively.“
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For many reasons, wild spaces seem to inspire critical reflection. Perhaps, more
importantly, though, these reflections often lead to clarity, purpose, and a sense of duty
upon one’ s return home.
Combustion engines, greater volumes of people, and less wild-life encounters as a result,
all threaten to reduce the quality of solitude and the sacred associated with Wilderness
areas.
While solitude may be considered a shallow reason for protecting Boreas Ponds, consider
this. Since the beginning of written history, all world religions have placed solitude and
silence in high regard as means towards the development of better human beings.
Monastic communities, in particular, have known that in solitude one’s harried pace is
slowed and one’s social distractions are removed, thus making room for a reordering of
values. Once quiet, others’ needs become more evident, and the rejuvenating quality of
the solitude gives one the resource to offer care. Somehow solitude molds hurt and angry
people into gentle, caring, and forgiving persons.
Our country is polarized. We’re not speaking respectfully with one another. Plagued by a
constant borage or technology, we are in desperate need of spaces that provide such
solitude, such sanctuaries of reorientation.
In conclusion
In conclusion, I want to recommend a value made famous by the Iroquois nation, the
native american peoples who frequented the Adirondacks, and for whom a Peak in the
MacIntryre range is eponymously named. They spoke of the Seventh Generation
Principle. a law that required their chief elders to make decisions in the present that were
consistent with sustainability for children 7 generations into the future (some 140 years).
If we were to place an appropriate weight on the 7th generation principle, and recognize
the level of change our world has experienced in the last 70 years, and then forecast the
probable changes moving forward in well over twice that period, what classification
offers us the greatest hope of sustainability 7 generations out? For me the answer is
obvious. Too many questions exist as to what our world will be like. What we will need?
To what degree will we still be in ecological crisis. Given these ambiguities, it seems
only reasonable to be cautious, and such humility overwhelmingly decides on the side of
Wilderness.
Kindy,
Paul Stonehouse, PhD
Green Mountain College
Poultney, VT 05764
802-287-8256
paul.stonehouse@greenmtn.edu
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Swieton
4550 burnett st
Valatie, NY 12184
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Taylor
2017 E. Richmond
Springfield, MO 65804
417-885-0081
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Thomas
10818 Snowshoe Trl.
Corning, NY 14830
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Protect the Boreas Ponds tract and lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
The four alternatives proposed by the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack Park
Agency (APA) will not give Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
Motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract should be allowed only in a parking area more than a mile from the
ponds at LaBier Flow. Support the parking plan endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most knowledgeable
entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
Support Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract.
Sincerely,
Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road
DELMAR, NY 12054
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Paul Torrence
1255 Stiles Rd.
Woodhulll, NY 14898
541-660-0161
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Torrence
1255 Stiles Rd.
Woodhull, NY 14898
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Memorandum
To: Gov. Cuomo and members of the Adirondack Park Agency
Date: 20 November 2016
Subject: Boreas Ponds and related landscapes
From: Paul F Torrence, PhD
Address: 1255 stiles road
Woodhull, new York 14898
E-mail: good_oak@ecologyfund.net
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the matter of the Boreas Ponds track and related lands and their future classification.
In the strongest possible terms, I support a full wilderness designation for the Boreas Ponds tract as well as the adjoining lands
including the entire watersheds to the north, east, and west of the ponds as well as a one mile buffer zone to the south. Also please
protect as wilderness the Boreas river all the way to the Blue Ridge Highway. A modest parking area or access can be installed to
the south with a one mile handicap accessible trail to the ponds.
The Adirondack Park and High Peaks Wilderness areas constitute a highly significant state, national, and international landscape
which the citizens of New York State have had the profound wisdom to protect forever. The landscapes and habitat of the
Adirondacks are duplicated nowhere else on Earth and demand the highest degree of human protection possible.
The Adirondack Park and the High Peaks Wilderness area have held special significance to me and my family. During the 30 years
span of my residence in Maryland, I often escaped to the waters, forests and mountains in both the summer and the deep winter to
hike, snowshoe, backpack, and climb the highest peaks in the winter. Both my son and daughter joined me on these voyages of
restoration adventure. Thus the park and the peaks became intertwined with the substance of our family.
I have had the good fortune to travel over much of the United States including Alaska as well as Europe, Africa, And South
America. There is simply no place as special as the Adirondacks and the High Peak Wilderness areas.
All of my experience in the Adirondacks has been through nonmotorized recreation. I have zero interest in using motorized or
mechanically advantaged transport to travel and experience the forests, the lakes, the streams, rivers, and the mountains. Moreover
I sought out the Adirondacks because of the potential to encounter landscapes devoid of such distractions, as noise, pollution,
habitat destruction and such fragmentation. With virtually the entire earth subject to the rule of the car and truck and other
motorized forms of transportation, there is almost no place left where one can enjoy the natural world without disruption, where life
is as it has been and hopefully can remain, where humans can attain a sense of self away from the rush and adrenaline– filled race
we all engage in nearly every day.
We live in a time of mass extinction. Some call it The Sixth Mass Extinction wherein humans are competitive with the asteroid that
severely reduced all kinds life on earth even while it destroyed the dinosaurs. The simple inspection of ongoing records and
conclusions of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) will demonstrate the serious nature of the extinction
problem. Moreover, leading biologists agree that humans are tearing up the very support that enables us to thrive on earth. The
preservation of wild landscapes is absolutely vital as defense against this encroaching extinction crisis. We must do all in our power
to retain wildness wherever it is found.
I respectfully remind members of the Park Agency and the Governor that wild areas are incompatible with motorized recreation
and roads of any kind. There is massive scientific documentation of the profoundly negative effects of such untenable recreational
forms and the destructive influence of roads on native ecosystems.

I urge you to allow existing roads to be reclaimed by the forest and turn them into hiking and cross country skiing trails. Allow the
remaining land and water to be reclaimed by nature so that the surrounding wild landscape might be more secure.
I am now blind and cannot enjoy the visual splendors of the Adirondacks as I once did so much. Yes and no way what I want
motorized access to the forest. Even more so now than before I seek a place without continual interruption of motorized vehicles.
Can you imagine what it is to always be on the defensive and in a lethal game was motorized vehicles? To never be able to find a
place without the noise pollution of motorized vehicles. Wild places are the only places left for me to find respite. The senses of
smell and hearing and touch are all I have left. I don’t want to go to a wilderness area or wild area and hear and smell the results of
vehicle traffic and the knowing the destruction that brings. For me as a blind person there is only one way to go that is into the
wilderness.
Paul F. Torrence

Paul Torrence
1255 Stiles Road
Woodhull, NY 14898
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email: ptconst86@optonline.net
realname: paul turner
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 76 brown rd
city: wappingers fallls
State:
zipcode: 12590
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paul Van Schaack
Saugerties, NY 12477
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email: capt117@earthlink.net
realname: paul vasely
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 11 nanuk rd
city: hopewell jct
State: NY
zipcode: 12533
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It
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email: capt117@earthlink.net
realname: paul vasely
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 11 nanuk rd
city: hopewell jct
State: NY
zipcode: 12533
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Vunk <paulvunk@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 8:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas ponds classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Sir, Mam,
I would like to vote that we keep this land tract open for snowmobile and other trail use. think it only helps bring in
more visitors with better trail connections and helps many local small businesses in the slow winter months.
Thank you,
Paul Vunk
Retired Navy Snowmobiler.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Zadworniak <paulza@verizon.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paul Zadworniak
1412 Guinea Lane
Warrington, PA 18976

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula <Ford@webpro2.speedingbits.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 10:12 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Ford
realname: Paula
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: P O Box 360
city: Old Forge
State: NY
zipcode: 13420
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Ford <Paulaford9660@aol.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 11:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Paula Ford
P O Box 360
Old Forge, NY 13420
No

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula McBath <Pjmcbath05@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 5:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paula McBath
5 Waverly Place
Albany, NY 12203
(518) 577-7647

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula O'Brien‐Piraino <pmop41@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 2:27 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pmop41@gmail.com
realname: Paula O'Brien-Piraino
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 11 Jazmin Way
city: Long Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12847
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Piatt <benmadhail@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 7:56 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: benmadhail@gmail.com
realname: Paula Piatt
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 996 Sayre Hill Rd
city: Sayre
State: PA
zipcode: 18840
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Selmer <paulas@taconic.net>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 5:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paula Selmer
356 Sutherland Road
Stephentown, NY 12168
5187339731

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Selmer <paulas@taconic.net>
Thursday, December 08, 2016 5:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I love the Adirondacks! Lots of people do and that is the biggest reason to classify the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness. Millions
of people visit the Adirondacks every year and it is getting harder and harder to find true wilderness. Trails are being used to death,
and some days it's like a parade on the most popular trails. Classifying the Boreas Pond Tract as wilderness will take some
pressure off the trails already in the High Peaks area. New trails to favorite mountains could be developed, which could mean less
foot traffic on the most used trails. I hike in the White Mountains of NH and have come to realize that the most popular mountains
there often have many trails to the summit and they're mostly in very good condition - because each trail gets less use and more
recovery time.
Allowing motorized vehicles & boats in this area would be a recipe for disaster - pollution of the pristine ponds, erosion of existing
roads and new trails (many 4 wheelers don't have a lot of respect for the woods - take a look at the history of the Taconic Crest
Trail - a constant battle even with signs everywhere barring motorized access), noise pollution (the sound of jet ski's and ATV's
instead of the sound of loons and other birds).
I do think some sort of handicapped access could be good, and a main parking area at the end of one of the access roads near a
pond would help with this (making it easier for anyone to bring in a kayak or a canoe) and helping to keep potential parking
problems at a minimum. Maybe even a "HPIC South" with an information booth and stewards to help educate people at the
beginning of a hike or paddle.
The rest of the letter is based on Adirondack Wilderness's views and I applaud their efforts to keep this very special area WILD.
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to

unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paula Selmer
Stephentown, NY 12168

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Selmer <paulas@taconic.net>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:23 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paula Selmer
356 Sutherland Road
Stephentown, NY 12168
5187279549

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Stevens‐Our <pstevensour@mortgagemaster.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:42 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&bbsp;
Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Paula Stevens-Our
64 Baker Street
West Roxbury, MA 02132
617-327-4413

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Wanzer <ucanu@myfairpoint.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:07 PM
ClassificationComments
New Alternative Needed for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I visit the ADK Park often and I've heard Boreas Ponds is an absolutely beautiful area.
Therefore, I also urge you to consider designating it as wilderness.
I sure wish NH had the foresight and spent as much time and energy in land preservation and conservation that NY
does.
Thanks for all your efforts from one who loves to visit the ADK.
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Paula Wanzer
82 Waukewan Street
Meredith, NH 03253
603-279-7829

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Welch <pwelch@rochester.rr.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 8:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Paula Welch
443 Genesee Street
Avon, NY 14414
5857273827

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

paulamin@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Paula Minklei <paulamin@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Paula Minklei
896 Orchard Park Rd
Buffalo, NY 14224-3345

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pauline Abolnar <Pabolnar@aol.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 8:57 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Pauline Abolnar
30 Ambrose lane
Northport, NY 11768

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

paulstromecki@gmail.com
Thursday, November 03, 2016 2:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Classify boreas tract of land as wild forest so it can be used for snowmobiling.
Snowmobiles have no negative impact on the environment period.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paxton Woodin <pjwoodin@syr.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 7:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Paxton Woodin
Syracuse, NY 13210

From:
Sent:
Subject:
Attachments:

PayPal.Com <secure@pplservice.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 7:34 AM
Warning! Your PayPal account has been limited!
PayPal Account Information.zip
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pb1344@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Phyllis Brachman <pb1344@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:39 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Phyllis Brachman
4730 61st St Apt 7G
Woodside, NY 11377-5743

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pbailey@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Bailey <pbailey@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Peter Bailey
177 Miner Street Rd
Canton, NY 13617-3263

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

peapat36@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pat Pascual <peapat36@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Pat Pascual
1216 Route 311
Patterson, NY 12563-2823

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pecoraropost@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Daniel Pecoraro
<pecoraropost@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Daniel Pecoraro
Brooklyn, NY 11209

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peg Whaley <pwhaley@brjohnson.com>
Wednesday, November 09, 2016 10:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I am an active outdoor person (hike, ski, showshoe, etc.) and I belong to the Adirondack Mountain Club, Finger Lakes Trail
Assoc. and The North County National Scenic Trail.
I am thrilled with the purchase with Boreas Ponds and would like it to be designated as a wilderness area. I would love to use
the area without the noise of snowmobiles and
keep it in its pristine state.

Peggy Whaley
Credit Manager

Office: 315-437-1070
Direct: 315-565-3334
Fax:
315-437-5619

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pegasusbs62@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ken Ward
<pegasusbs62@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 3:34 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Ken Ward
140 Bleecker St
Gloversville, NY 12078-2373

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Atwood <patwood@netstep.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peggy Atwood
PO Box 225
Shokan, NY 12481

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Faucher <p_faucher@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 8:38 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peggy Faucher
101 Stonington Circle
South Burlington, VT 05403
8028653381

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Faucher <p_faucher@hotmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 1:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peggy Faucher
101 Stonington Circle
South Burlington, VT 05403

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Faucher <p_faucher@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 6:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Peggy Faucher
101 Stonington Circle
South Burlington, VT 05403
8028653381

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Faucher <p_faucher@hotmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:45 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Peggy Faucher
101 Stonington Circle
South Burlington, VT 05403
8028653381

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Faucher <p_faucher@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peggy Faucher
101 Stonington Circle
South Burlington, VT 05403

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Harris <pmhdesign@gmail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 7:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan:
It is imperative that motorized vehicles not be allowed in the Boreas Ponds Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peggy Harris
Peggy Harris
23 Elm Street
Essex, NY 12936
805246-5999

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Steele <pasteele3@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 7:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peggy Steele
Gouverneur, NY 13642

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Woodford <pwoodford@outlook.com>
Saturday, November 12, 2016 3:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peggy Woodford
Williamstown, NY 13493
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

peggy7989@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of margaret scripp
<peggy7989@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:46 PM
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
margaret scripp
3100 Syler Rd
Varysburg, NY 14167-9725
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Penelope Tallman <keiruss@aol.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Penelope Tallman
12 Prince Court
Loudonville, NY 12211
518-438-0492
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Sent:
To:
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Penny Wilson <onceasurfer@gmail.com>
Friday, November 11, 2016 2:02 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed
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Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Penny Wilson
44 Andrews Drive
Darien, CT 06820
202-907-5036
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

PERRY COULOUFACOS <PERRYCONED@GMAIL.COM>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

PERRY COULOUFACOS
POST OFFICE BOX 604302
BAYSIDE, NY 11360
7182298870
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Sent:
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Thursday, December 22, 2016 8:37 AM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Pete Bamford

Pete Bamford
141 Levering St
Philadelphia, PA 19127
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pete Evans <pgevans@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 14, 2016 4:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Table Motion to Approve DSEIS for Boreas Ponds Tract
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Dear Adirondack Park Agency,
I am writing in regards to the Adirondack Park Agency’s plans for the future of the Boreas Ponds Tract, as expressed in the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) being discussed at today’s meeting.
I am concerned that the Agency is more focused on preserving the tract’s roads, gravel pits, and dams than it is the fragility of the
Boreas ecosystem. The ponds represent a unique Adirondack wetland that currently supports moose and many other species of
wildlife. This special place will never reach its full potential as a wild part of the Forest Preserve if it is made easily accessible by
motor vehicles.
I urge you to fully consider a wilderness classification that maximizes the remoteness of this area and provides the fullest protection
available under the State Land Master Plan. The remote wilderness experience currently found at Boreas Ponds will suffer greatly
if the proper protections are not put in place.
This is truly a special moment in the history of the Adirondack Park, a time when we can preserve the largest and wildest place in
the entire northeast—a place that is not only unsurpassed in beauty, but a thriving natural wonderland as well. The best and only
way to accomplish this is to make the vast majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract wilderness.
I thank you for your considerations on this matter and look forward to achieving the wildest possible outcome.
Regards,
Peter G. Evans
Webster, NY 14580
Sent from my iPhone
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Sent:
To:
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Attachments:

Pete Nelson <tearofclouds@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 11, 2016 11:55 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA); Sherman Craig
Adirondack Wilderness Advocates Letter to the APA on the DSEIS
AWA DSEIS to APA.docx
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Dear Kathy and Sherman:
Our letter is attached.
Thanks much.

For Adirondack Wilderness Advocates,
Pete

AWA DSEIS to APA.docx

Adirondack Wilderness Advocates

October 11, 2016

Kathy Regan
Deputy Director of Planning

Sherman Craig
Chairman of the Board of Commissioners

Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
1133 NYS Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12997
Re: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for Boreas Ponds
Dear Kathy and Sherman:
We are writing you this letter to formally call for the rejection of the 2016 Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) just released by the Adirondack Park
Agency, which includes three alternatives for management of the recently purchased Boreas
Ponds Tract. AWA’s call for rejection is based upon three primary considerations: the DSEIS
fails to consider all plausible alternatives for the management of the Boreas Ponds Tract; it fails
to fully analyze and properly compare the environmental impact of its three alternatives; and it
opens the door to motorized access to the Ponds.
To limit options to only three similar alternatives for the most significant addition to the
Forest Preserve in a century is unacceptable. There needs to be a broader debate and discussion.
We speculate that the existence of an easement granting access to Gulf Brook Road by the
Towns of North Hudson and Newcomb, which was put in place just before the sale of the tract to
the State, may be the primary reason for the limited alternatives contained in the DSEIS None of
these encumbrances existed prior to TNC's acquisition of the property from Finch Pruyn a
decade ago; all were manufactured by the sale of the easement rights just a few weeks before the
sale of the land to the state. There was no public participation in the process, despite the public

AWA DSEIS to APA.docx
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impact, and it makes it appear that the deal was structured in an attempt to prevent a Wilderness
designation over much of the property.
Still, the presence of the easement does not preclude the Wilderness protection that the
Boreas Tract deserves. The rights of the towns to access the property as defined by the easement
agreement are subject to an annual permit from DEC, as well as the authority of other agencies.
DEC has the right to refuse the permit, and the APA has the authority to preclude the permit by
designating the road as Wilderness. That means options remain. Therefore a DSEIS that fails to
consider all of the possible options is deficient and unacceptable.
Measured as an Environmental Impact Statement the document also falls well short.
There appears to have been very little field work, almost all of which focused on wetland plant
identification. In terms of the Ponds, the entire analysis relies on a single site visit by NYS DEC
in 2013. Mammal populations aren’t mentioned even though it is well known that there is a
Moose population, which is a protected species in NYS, on this tract. Overall, the environmental
impact statement fails to adequately document the biological characteristics of the Boreas Ponds
tract. Therefore, the document doesn’t contain the basic information necessary to assess the
impact of the three alternative classification proposals. At a minimum we should expect a report
as detailed as the one issued by the Wildlife Conservation Society, Ecological Composition and
Condition of the Boreas Ponds Tract.
In addition, the intangible characteristics of the tract are summarized in only two
paragraphs. We would expect APA to mention the relationship between this tract of land and
adjacent lands, quantify the potential for remoteness, and address other intangible characteristics
such as vistas. The report, Boreas Ponds: Scientific assessment of physical, biological and
intangible characteristics, by Adirondack Research, LLC is a good example of the minimum we
should expect from APA.
Finally, as written, all three alternatives proposed in the DSEIS potentially allow
motorized access all the way to the Boreas Ponds, in direct contradiction to a Wilderness
classification that would be the only guarantee of protection from overuse, invasive species and
the loss of remoteness and solitude. Boreas is one of the few tracts left in the Northeast that
would be more than three miles from a road, but only if Gulf Brook Road is closed to motorized
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traffic. True remote Wilderness is a precious asset and a draw to thousands of hikers that seek it
to the point of overuse elsewhere in the High Peaks. It would be myopic of all of us to ignore
how rare this opportunity is.
The DSEIS also improperly assumes the need to maintain existing dams at Boreas and
the LaBier Flow. The three current alternatives assume an unjustified preference for maintaining
these dams indefinitely and grants the two towns an unwarranted role in the management of
these lands. None of the alternatives ensure the preservation of the intangible considerations
prioritized by the SLMP, including the sense of remoteness of places far from motorized access.
The management of dams and roads in the Forest Preserve may be an incidental necessity, but it
is never the primary goal.
With an APA meeting this week and Public hearings on the Boreas Tract scheduled
shortly thereafter, time is of the essence. AWA calls for an immediate rejection of this DSEIS
and the production of a new draft that includes a reasonable and thorough set of alternatives that
better reflects both the science and the aesthetics that make the Boreas Ponds Tract the best and
most appropriate candidate for uncompromised Wilderness protection in decades.
We appreciate your time in this matter.
Sincerely,

Bill Ingersoll
7123 Trenton Road
Barneveld, NY 13304

Brendan Wiltse
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

Pete Nelson
15 Hill Top Lane
Keene, NY 12942

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pete Nelson <tearofclouds@gmail.com>
Friday, October 14, 2016 6:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Table the DSEIS ‐ We do not have the right starting point
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October 14, 2016
Dear Adirondack Park Agency Board:
This morning I am calling on you to heed Chad Dawson’s call to table the DSEIS until a proper analysis and presentation of
alternatives for the Boreas Ponds Tract can be completed.
At yesterday’s meeting, Board Chairman Sherman Craig said the question that needed to be addressed in the meeting was “Do we
have the right starting point?” That’s the correct question. By your own Agency’s measures and by the very comments Board
Members made yesterday, we don’t have the right starting point. The DSEIS is not appropriate for acceptance.
During Deputy Planning Director Kathy Regan’s presentation, the wording she and her slides used consistently followed the spirit
and letter of the State Land Master Plan. As she reviewed all the parcels prior to Boreas she clearly established that Wilderness is
the default, preferred and paramount option. For every parcel reviewed, if a Primitive or Wild Forest option was presented, there
was a clear rationale given as to why the parcel could not be Wilderness. How was this not the case for the Boreas Ponds
Tract as well?
The present argument for Boreas classification as given in the DSEIS is defined by four alternatives, each of which has been
constructed with the assumption that Wilderness is not the default, preferred and paramount option. That is entirely contrary to the
tone of all the other 2016-2017 classification work, contrary to the SLMP and contrary to your mission. Where is the alternative
that classifies the Ponds, the Flow and entire tract Wilderness?
My charge that the Boreas classification is being conducted under inappropriate assumptions is not merely some general statement
made by a Wilderness enthusiast. It is a specific charge with clear facts to support it. Consider that the proposed alternatives are
based upon three presuppositions that are fundamentally incompatible with the SLMP:

1. The dams are needed and should be maintained
2. Spot zoning - in this case a 50 foot Wild Forest Corridor around part or all of Gulf Brook Road and Boreas Ponds Road can accomplish greater access to an area otherwise classified as Wilderness (under an assumption that there needs to be more
“access” than that which is allowed in Wilderness)
3. Primitive designations in large tracts otherwise appropriate for Wilderness can be permanent

These are serious violations of the SLMP.
As to #1, nothing in the SLMP supports such a presupposition. No argument or justification has been made for the need to keep
the dams open, either in terms of aesthetics, recreation or most importantly, science. Breached dams may very well lead to a
healthier wetlands complex, one that your staff clearly presented as unique and vital.
As to #2, nothing in the SLMP contemplates spot zoning with Wild Forest or Primitive corridors to accommodate road access.
There is absolutely no intent to use the primary classifications in this manner. In fact it is an obvious violation of the guidelines for
classification contained in the SLMP. It may be a convenient solution to some perceived problems, but nowhere is convenience a
criteria for classification.
As to #3, this directly contradicts the SLMP and it contradicts conventional logic as well. The Primitive classification, which was
explicitly reviewed yesterday, and which was seen in action in one of the classification proposals on a parcel where a power line
and jeep trail were removed, is intended to be temporary, a transition classification to allow non-conforming features to be
removed and/or to revert to Wilderness, when that process cannot be completed by a given deadline. If the Primitive classification

is intended to be temporary, then how can a Primitive zone be established to maintain the dams?
A DSEIS that accepts these presuppositions at face value, without discussion and without consideration of other legitimate
alternatives that are not encumbered by them, constitutes a world-class argument for answering Sherman Craig’s question with a
resounding “No!” We do not have the right starting point. We have a starting point that is fundamentally incompatible with the
SLMP. On that basis I see it as the Board’s clear duty to reject it.
Respectfully,
Pete Nelson
Co-founder, Adirondack Wilderness Advocates
Co-founder, Adirondack Diversity Advisory Council
Keene, NY
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Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Pete Nelson <tearofclouds@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 3:59 PM
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Pete Nelson Comment
Pete Nelson Official Comment Letter to the APA.docx
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Dear Kathy:
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the classification process for the Boreas Ponds Tract and other tracts.
Happy New Year,
Pete Nelson
Co-Founder
Adirondack Wilderness Advocates

Pete Nelson Official Comment Letter to the APA.docx

Adirondack Wilderness Advocates
December 30, 2016
Kathy Regan
Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Ms. Regan:
I write with great urgency to call for the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) to put the
classification process for the Boreas Ponds Tract on hold, so that it can revisit and enhance the
associated Draft Supplemental Environment Impact Statement (DSEIS) and offer an improved
version. Along with more thorough scientific analysis of the tract, an improved DSEIS must
offer more classification alternatives, including an alternative for full Wilderness classification
for the Boreas Ponds Tract, with Gulf Brook Road closed at the gate.
Adirondack Wilderness Advocates’ rationale and argument for a full wilderness
classification is detailed in our official comments, also submitted today. My concern in this
letter is with State’s unfortunate and ungrounded favoritism for preserving motorized access.
As the process stands now, the APA is poised to make a recommendation to the
Governor based upon an out-of-date, injurious and evidence-free debate that pits the
economic interests of our Adirondack communities against the protection of our wildest places.
This debate presupposes that motorized access is a better economic deal for adjacent
communities than protected Wilderness, an assumption that is demonstrably false. Yet the
APA is promulgating this assumption by offering only four classification alternatives, each of
which preserves motorized access. Not only does this preordained approach violate the letter
and spirit of Article XIV of the New York State Constitution and the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan (SLMP), but it does a disservice to our local communities which desperately need
rational economic strategies, not false hopes with little or no empirical evidence to support
them.

Pete Nelson Official Comment Letter to the APA.docx

Page 2 of 14

Summary

Adirondack Wilderness Advocates is first and foremost calling for the Boreas Ponds
Tract, along with MacIntyre East and West Tracts, to be classified as Wilderness. Wilderness is
a globally declining, precious asset that must be preserved and protected wherever possible. In
this case, if the SLMP is properly followed, the physical, biological and intangible characteristics
of these parcels unquestionably qualify them for Wilderness protection, as our official
comments demonstrate.
However, AWA is also calling for economic development to support the range of
recreational opportunities available along Blue Ridge Road, with a Boreas High Peaks
Wilderness as the anchor. Specifically, AWA is proposing a Boreas High Peaks Wilderness
Gateway at or near the old Frontier Town site at Exit 29 of the Adirondack Northway (I-87).
AWA contends that non-motorized access to grand and pristine Wilderness, in combination
with the right local amenities, from motels to outfitters to guide services and transportation, is
a powerful economic driver, far more important than motorized access. There is a wealth of
empirical evidence, both nationally and regionally, to support this contention.
One might ask why an organization devoted to protecting Wilderness is promoting an
economic plan for North Hudson. The answer is simple: the false debate between Wilderness
and economic benefit is virtually the sole reason that the Boreas Ponds Tract might be classified
as anything other than Wilderness - not to mention other Wilderness-worthy parcels up for
classification now or in the future. Therefore it is in AWA’s interests to do all it can to retire
that debate.
AWA strongly believes that a Wilderness classification for Boreas, along with an
economic plan that takes advantage of this precious asset, is in everyone’s best interests.
National economic studies show that Wilderness with the right mix of amenities in adjacent
communities is one of the strongest counter-flows to rural flight. Property values, job growth,
employment, new business starts and other key economic indicators all outperform those of
rural areas that do not have adjacent Wilderness. The reason is no secret: more and more,
people are driven to reclaim some sense of wild heritage from our increasingly developed,
automated and regimented society. Research shows that this is increasingly true of young
AdirondackWilderness.org
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people, especially those most likely to start businesses or hold service or information-sector
jobs. These are exactly the kind of people our communities need to retain and attract.
Here in the Adirondacks, we understand the importance of wild places and open space
as well as anyone. Yet we are impressively myopic in maintaining this entrenched, outdated,
debate. AWA wants to help end that debate and believes that partnering in the towns’
economic interests, promoting Wilderness as an asset, not a liability, is the rational path
forward.

The Role of Balance or Fairness

Use of the terms “balance” and “fairness” constitute a troublesome third dimension in
this debate and thus need to be dealt with first. These notions, presumptively part of the
rationale for what’s in the best interests of the local communities, seriously complicate the
process because they are loaded with emotion and they drive the taking of sides. It’s an irony
that such noble words are used as cudgels.
AWA rejects the use of these terms in the debate over Boreas and the MacIntyre Tracts
on two bases: first the arguments that use them are disingenuous and specious; and second,
there is no legal basis for considering them.
The idea that balanced access is a problem in the Adirondacks is absurd on its face.
Here we have a park the size of Massachusetts, offering every type of recreation imaginable.
The Adirondack Park is already the world’s leading experiment in balance, with more than half
of its area private land and less than half of the remaining State land classified as Wilderness.
As detailed in AWA’s official comments, roughly eighty percent of the Park is within two miles
of a road and only a small fraction of its water resources are motor-free. Yet somehow the
classification process admits of an argument that balance in the Adirondacks can be improved
by exploiting an area that buffers the the existing High Peaks and Dix Wilderness areas, that
contains the State’s highest and arguably most important Value 1 wetland, and that with no
motorized access would be the largest of only eight small areas in the Adirondacks more than
three miles from a road.
AdirondackWilderness.org
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The myopic nature of this version of balance is further illustrated when taking a national
or global view of the importance of the Adirondack Park. Protected Wilderness is a single-digit
percentage of the American landscape (varying from 3% to 9% depending upon how land is
characterized and counted). Globally, Wilderness is declining by double-digit percentages every
decade. These stark facts argue not just for a rational repudiation of this self-interested version
of balance, but a moral repudiation as well. The Adirondack Park contains the heart of the
largest intact temperature deciduous forest remaining on Earth. Any idea that “balance”
requires that we compromise the protection of the most significant addition to the Park in
decades is ridiculous.
The right to protect and use the Adirondack Park is constitutionally vested in the
twenty-million people of New York State, the vast majority of them having never even set foot
in Wilderness but who, through their votes, their taxes and their advocacy, have valued and
supported the Park for more than a century. Yet local towns, hunting clubs, sporting and
conservation organizations, who together comprise less than 2% of New York’s population,
contend that “locking up” Wilderness is “unfair” (the “locking up” claim is made even as hiking
continues to be by far the number one recreational activity in the Adirondacks and trailhead
registrations in the High Peaks are soaring). This smacks of self-interest – “I want mine” –
which can hardly be justified as fair on any rational basis.
To position themselves as taking the high ground, access advocates have made a big
deal out of “disabled” access, arguing that it is “unfair” to restrict access to people who
presumably cannot hike. As a founder of the Adirondack Diversity Advisory Council, I would
first point out that the term “disabled” is inappropriate. It is prejudicial, entailing tacit
assumptions about what people can and cannot do. In my work with differently-abled people I
have come across a range of opinions about Wilderness protection, but none of these opinions
were based upon the need for personal accommodation to allow easier access for themselves.
To presume the differently-abled have correspondingly different opinions about Wilderness,
versus “normally-abled” people (or whatever vulgar term is implied), is discriminatory. Not
only that, but Wilderness classification does not exclude the differently-abled. By law
wheelchair access is a right, including motorized wheelchairs; as a hiking and equestrian trail
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Gulf Brook Road is an excellent fit for such use. Guiding services, horses and wagons and other
resources can supplement access for people of all ranges of ability.
Putting aside all the de facto arguments against these false notions of balance and
fairness, the de jure argument against them being any part of the classification process is
crystal clear. Nowhere in Article XIV, the “Forever Wild” amendment to the New York State
Constitution, does the idea of either balance or fairness occur. Nowhere in the SLMP do the
ideas occur either. The closest the SLMP gets is this oft-quoted paragraph from the
Introduction:
If there is a unifying theme to the master plan, it is that the protection and preservation
of the natural resources of the state lands within the Park must be paramount. Human
use and enjoyment of those lands should be permitted and encouraged, so long as the
resources in their physical and biological context as well as their social or psychological
aspects are not degraded.
This perfectly reasonable statement provides for measured consideration of human use
but in no ways contains any a priori assumption of balance, nor does it even use the word. The
word “balance” does appear elsewhere in the SLMP, but only in colloquial use as a
measurement (as in ‘the balance of the parcel’) and never once pertaining to land use.
Taken together, Article XIV and the SLMP offer no legal basis to use either balance or
fairness as criteria for land classification in the Adirondacks. In a Park that already offers a
world-class version of balance, any presumptive agenda that wields these terms in the name of
motorized access is both practically and legally without basis.

National Evidence for the Economic Benefits of Wilderness

Much of the credible evidence of the benefits of Wilderness comes from the West,
where extensive research has been done on the effect of Wilderness areas. A leader in this
research is the non-partisan economic think tank Headwaters Economics. Their landmark
report entitled “West is Best: How Public Lands in the West Create a Competitive Economic
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Advantage” offered strong evidence for the value of Wilderness in the American West.1 From
their executive summary:

This report finds that the West’s popular national parks, monuments, wilderness
areas and other public lands offer its growing high-tech and services industries a
competitive advantage, which is a major reason why the western economy has
outperformed the rest of the U.S. economy in key measures of growth—
employment, population, and personal income—during the last four decades.
In addition, as the West’s economy shifts toward a knowledge-based economy,
new research shows that protected federal public lands support faster rates of
job growth and are correlated with higher levels of per capita income.
General findings:
 Higher-wage services industries, such as high-tech and health care, are
leading the West’s job growth and diversifying the economy.
 Entrepreneurs and talented workers are choosing to work where they can
enjoy outdoor recreation and natural landscapes.
 Increasingly, chambers of commerce and economic development
associations in every western state are using the region’s national parks,
monuments, wilderness areas and other public lands as a tool to lure
companies to relocate.
 High-wage services industries also are using the West’s national parks,
monuments, wilderness areas and other public lands as a tool to recruit
and retain innovative, high-performing talent.
Specific points:




From 1970 to 2010, the West’s employment grew by 152 percent
compared to 78 percent for the rest of the country.
This western job growth was almost entirely in services industries such as
health care, real estate, high-tech, and finance and insurance, which
created 19.3 million net new jobs, many of them high-paying.
Western non-metropolitan counties with more than 30 percent of the
county’s land base in federal protected status such as national parks,
monuments, wilderness, and other similar designations increased jobs by
345 percent over the last 40 years. By comparison, similar counties with
no protected federal public lands increased employment by 83 percent.

1

Headwaters Economics (2012) West is Best: How Public Lands in the West Create a Competitive Economic
Advantage, https://headwaterseconomics.org/wphw/wp-content/uploads/West_Is_Best_Full_Report.pdf
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In 2010, per capita income in western non-metropolitan counties with
100,000 acres of protected public lands is on average $4,360 higher than
per capita income in similar counties with no protected public lands.

Headwaters Economics 2011 report “Wilderness and Economics: What Research and
Careful Analysis Say About the Economic Impact of Wilderness” covers the growing body of
peer-reviewed and tested research on the value of Wilderness to nearby communities.2 Here
are some of the findings they reviewed:







Protected public lands can and do play an important role in stimulating economic growth
– especially when combined with access to markets and an educated workforce – and
are associated with some of the fastest growing communities in the West (Rasker 2006)
Wilderness designation enhances nearby private property value (Phillips, 2004)
Wilderness is associated with rapid population, income, and employment growth relative
to non-Wilderness counties (Lorah and Southwick, 2003)
Public land conservation is associated with more robust population growth (Lewis, Hunt
and Plantinga, 2002)
A study of 250 non-metro counties in the Rocky Mountains found no evidence of job
losses associated with Wilderness and no evidence that counties more dependent on
logging, mining, oil and gas suffered job losses as a result of Wilderness designation
(Duffy-Deno 1998)
Headwaters also found that a review of statistics from the U.S Census Bureau and the

U.S. Department of Commerce showed that “by three measures (average annual net migration,
average annual change in employment, and average annual change in personal income)
counties in the lower 48 states with Wilderness do better on average than those without
Wilderness. The findings for these three federal measurements also hold true for rural (nonmetro) counties across the U.S.”
Also in 2011, more than a hundred economists and academics in related fields, including
three Nobel Laureates, signed on to a letter to President Obama and Congress which made the
same argument. They urged him to support more investment in public lands because of the
demonstrative economic benefits.

2

Headwaters Economics (2011) Wilderness and Economics: What Research and Careful Analysis Say About the
Economic Impact of Wilderness https://headwaterseconomics.org/wphw/wpcontent/uploads/Value_Wilderness_Studies.pdf
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A peer-reviewed scientific paper by F. Patrick Holmes and Walter E. Hecox entitled
“Does Wilderness Impoverish Rural Regions?” offered the following results:3

A study of 113 rural counties in the American West, 43% containing designated
wilderness areas, shows that for the period 1970 to 2000 there is a significant positive
correlation between the percent of land in designated wilderness and population,
income, and employment growth. New forms of economic activity accompany
wilderness: growth of investment income and nonfarm self-employment income are
correlated with the presence of wilderness.
Here is a reproduction of a table from their report:
Table 2—Average annual growth from 1969–2000 in growth indicators for the
American West, rural counties with wilderness, and rural counties without
wilderness.
Income
The American West (11 states)
2.0
Rural Counties with Wilderness
1.9
Rural Counties Without Wilderness 1.0

Employment
2.9
2.8
1.4

Population
8.7
8.5
7.2

The report goes on to say:
Furthermore, these correlations became stronger as counties adjacent to metropolitan
areas were excluded, suggesting that wilderness is strongly associated with successful
community economic development in cases of geographic isolation from metropolitan
areas.
Headwaters Economics followed up their previous work with a study that shows importance of
amenities, particularly transportation amenities, in their report “The Three Wests: A New
County Typology Based on Transportation” in the Journal of Rural Studies.4 In this report they
describe three types of Western counties: Metro, Isolated, and Connected. The Isolated and
Connected counties are both rural and otherwise share the challenges of changing national
trends towards urban living. But the Connected counties actually performed more like Metro
counties; further this difference in performance is primarily driven by a single distinguishing
3

F. Patrick Holmes and Walter E. Hecox (2004) Does Wilderness Impoverish Rural Regions? International Journal of
Wilderness, http://www.wilderness.net/library/documents/IJWDec04_Holmes.pdf
4
Headwaters Economics (2015) Three Wests: Access to Markets Affects Performance
https://headwaterseconomics.org/economic-development/trends-performance/three-wests-explained/
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characteristic: good transportation access to and from metro areas. Here are several quotes
from the report, that illustrate the importance of the combination of natural amenities offered
by Wilderness, communications amenities, notably broadband, and transportation amenities:
The Metro and Isolated counties are the most distinct. Metro areas are younger,
growing faster, with higher earnings, less income volatility, and a more educated
workforce. Isolated counties tend to have slower growth rates, a higher dependence on
retirement income, and employment concentrated in agriculture and resource
industries…
Connected counties—in rural settings but with airports that provide access to larger
markets in Metro areas—frequently outperform Isolated counties. These counties more
closely resemble Metro counties, with higher education levels and more high-wage
services jobs…
Research has shown the value of natural amenities as an important economic asset that
extends beyond tourism and recreation to attract and retain people and businesses.
Such amenities by themselves, however, often are not a sufficient condition for economic
development. This study and recent data show that access to larger markets via
transportation infrastructure… …also is important.
Connected counties are more likely to benefit from nearby natural amenities and capture
high income workers of the modern service economy.
This report underscores the need to combine Wilderness protection with excellent
transportation and Internet infrastructure, something we must focus on here in the
Adirondacks.

Adirondack Evidence for the Economic Benefits of Wilderness

While the national evidence is important, we need to develop and understand our own
regional evidence. Unfortunately, consideration of this evidence, along with more research to
develop additional information and allow a complete assessment of the value of Wilderness is
largely lacking in the land-classification debates, much less land use policy in general. In 2012,
biologist Henry Kinsoian, in partnership with the environmental advocacy organization
Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve, published a report on the various components
AdirondackWilderness.org
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that comprise a comprehensive picture of the economic value of Adirondack Wilderness and
Open space.5 Kinosian’s framework discusses market-based economic factors including real
estate market value, easement value, property taxes paid, enhancement of adjacent land and
production value; and non-market factors including ecosystem services (production of fresh air
and clean water, storm water management, carbon sequestration, species habitat, tourism,
hunting and fishing, scientific and educational benefits, consumer surplus economic benefits
and passive (non-use) benefits. This framework could be useful in developing criteria to fully
and properly assess the economic value of Wilderness, and it reminds us that a proper
assessment of the value of wilderness requires comprehensive analysis. However even a
cursory look at the factors he lists shows that only a few of them are given proper economic
consideration, and then only sporadically.
Even so, there is plenty of evidence to support the contention that Wilderness is an
economic benefit right here in the Adirondacks. Studies conducted by the Regional Office of
Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), based in Lake Placid, have clearly and repeatedly shown that it a
combination of access to traditional forms of Wilderness recreation, most notably hiking and
camping, combined with adjacent communities with amenities to support visitors, that is the
key to a viable tourist economy. Even in Lake Placid, the Olympic cache is a secondary draw. In
a 2014 Leisure Travel Study, 85% of respondents who came to the Lake Placid region said they
came for hiking.6 ROOST also has studied the trends in Millenials, who place a value on
Wilderness experiences with different intensity than previous generations. Correspondingly,
trailhead usage in the High Peaks has soared 30% or more over the last few years, leading to
severe challenges with overuse. The hamlets of Keene and Keen Valley enjoy the benefits much
as Lake Placid does. Demand for Wilderness is unquestionably growing.
Meanwhile demand for more accessible State land is not. After a similarly intense
debate over access versus protection, the Essex Chain was classified to allow a variety of access.
This was billed as being of economic benefit to the surrounding towns. However, according to

5

Kinosian, Henry (2012), The Economic Value of Wilderness and Open Space in the Adirondack Park, published by
Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve, http://www.adirondackwild.org/featured-writers/2012/0813economic-value-open-space%20in-park.pdf
6
ROOST (2014) Leisure Travel Study, http://www.roostadk.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/2014-LeisureTravel-Study.pdf
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numbers I obtained, usage is down 30% from 2014 to 2015. The economic impact upon
Newcomb has been trivial.
Anecdotal evidence supports the same conclusions. To take just one example of many,
consider the town of Indian Lake, which has surrounding Wild Forest, snowmobiling, a terrific
state campground, a world-class museum, easy road access throughout the area and a wealth
of motorized activity, on and off the lakes. Both Blue Mountain and Indian Lakes are among the
most beautiful in the United States, though hardly wild. Snowy Mountain is as imposing as
any High Peak. Yet both the hamlets of Blue Mountain Lake and Indian Lake struggle. I have
known both well for fifty years. Even the basic amenities to support a local population have
faded. Callahan’s closed decades ago; the grocery store in Indian lake is gone too. The
combination of causes that have contributed to this economic malaise are complicated. But it
is a simple fact that access has not helped. It is also true that Indian Lake and Blue Mountain
Lake are not know for or marketed as Wilderness. Wilderness lovers by and large don’t seek
their experiences there, save for those passing through on the Northville-Placid Trail.
Even the evidence developed by the towns themselves supports the arguments for
Wilderness as primary economic driver. A 2015 survey by the Adirondack Association of Towns
& Villages, in partnership with public relations firm Behan Communications, Inc. asked 300
graduating college students what would have them consider starting a career in the
Adirondacks. Asked to name the top three things they like about the Adirondacks, a staggering
93 percent of the students said the “natural beauty and open space.”7 The next highest
category, “outdoor recreational opportunities,” garnered only 68 percent.

Frontier Town Proposal

Given the evidence we have for growing demand for access and proximity to Wilderness
from both within and without the Adirondack Park, and considering the importance of
transportation and communications infrastructure to the recipe as detailed by Headwaters
Economics, AWA has developed a vision for a Boreas High Peaks Wilderness Gateway with a
7

Adirondack Association of Towns and Villages (2015), Survey http://aatvny.org/content/News/View/38
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state-of-the-art transportation network, to be located at or near the former Frontier town site
at Exit 29 of the Adirondack Northway. AWA has been in conversation with various State
agencies about the possibilities for supporting and funding such an idea. A wealth of funding is
coming available, especially for green transportation projects and rural economic development.
The State is interested and there are multiple signs that the time has come to seriously pursue
such a project.
While AWA is not yet ready to offer a formal proposal, we have developed a vision.
Consider the traffic that Lake Placid and the Keene Valley get for High Peaks adventure. Exit 29
at Blue Ridge Road is miles closer from New York, Boston or Montreal as a launching point for
Wilderness and other recreational adventures. Imagine that visitors driving the Northway
would see signage directing them to this primary access point for the High Peaks Wilderness.
Upon exiting they would find a broad collection of amenities, along with ample parking and
access to the community connector trail. The Boreas Ponds Tract and hiking access to the High
Peaks would be ten minutes away. A High Peaks Wilderness Welcome Center would be located
there, jointly sponsored by the major Adirondack environmental groups. It would have
information and displays on the environmental, recreational, cultural and historical assets of
the High Peaks Wilderness and the Adirondack Park. An outing planning service would be
available to help visitors make the most of their desire to explore the High Peaks. Educational
materials would provide a wealth of information on different topics including safety, back
country etiquette, how to help protect the Park, local communities and regional history. The
Welcome Center would present the High Peaks as a grand wilderness, on a par with and
marketed like the National Parks.
Other amenities for visitors would include a gas station (already there), restaurant,
motel, outfitter, and guide service. The outfitter and guide service would function as resources
for the Welcome Center’s outing planning service. All of these businesses would share a High
Peaks Wilderness identity and theme.
National chain stores and restaurants, which have proved to create a detrimental
atmosphere in some Western gateway communities, would be discouraged. Instead, local
entrepreneurs would receive encouragement in including financial assistance, to provide these
facilities.
AdirondackWilderness.org
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The heart of the “High Peaks South Gateway” would be state-of-the-art transportation
network that would support green travel, eco-tourism, guided trips, exploration of historical
sites and every kind of recreational activity there is. Electric shuttle buses would run a regular
route schedule along the Blue Ridge Road to several destinations: the Boreas Tract trail heads,
featuring everything from short hikes with stunning vistas to the Ponds, to through trails into
the heart of the High Peaks from two different directions; Elk Lake, a private jewel and a perfect
destination for eco-tourism; Tahawus, where the Adirondac Historic district would be featured
as never before; the Essex Chain, for paddling and bicycling; and Santanoni, another eco-tourist
destination waiting to happen. EV charging stations would keep the shuttle buses operating
but also be available to visitors with plug-in vehicles. Finally, a fleet of electric cars, including
self-driving cars with programmable itineraries (in a few years), would be available to take
visitors to any destination within a hundred miles with a few taps of a smart phone, at a cost far
less than a traditional rental car. This would be a crucial asset, since transportation has always
been a challenging constraint in the appeal of the Adirondacks, and the geographical size and
population density in the Park will never allow any kind of traditional mass transit to be
feasible.
Everything about this idea fits with modern demographics and travel trends. It fits
perfectly with the desire for people to experience true Wilderness but from a base of
operations that offers what they need. It fits perfectly with the burgeoning eco-tourism
industry. It promises a convenient proximity to major urban centers unequaled in the region
save for Lake George. Finally, it offers a rich economic opportunity for North Hudson and
Newcomb while promoting and protecting Wilderness.
A properly designed Boreas Wilderness High Peaks Gateway would also provide a systems
basis to help manage access to sensitive areas of the region. While any kind of regulatory
systems approach within a Wilderness area has always proven to be anathema to Adirondack
values (for example, the short-lived permit tag system in the High Peaks), a systems approach
without the Wilderness area can be much more effective and provide economic benefits to the
towns. For example, a smart transportation and communications network would facilitate
distribution of access and management of carrying capacity, such as knowing when parking
areas were full and suggesting alternate destinations with the same qualities as the original
AdirondackWilderness.org
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plans. Because AWA is deeply concerned about overuse at Boreas, this feature is of great
importance.
Whether AWA’s proposal or one of any myriad of other ideas is considered, the leveraging
of the draw and demand for Wilderness by smart, progressive development of amenities that
draw younger users, integrated with the modern world of communications and social media, is
the very kind of strategy that can at last defeat the old and false opposition between the desire
to protect Wilderness as a precious resource and the desire to improve the economic health of
our local communities.

Conclusion

The debate over Wilderness protection versus economic benefit to local communities
calls to mind the Hans Christian Andersen Fairy Tale “The Emperor’s New Clothes.” The State
of New York, charged with the protection of the one of the most significant natural assets in the
world, and charged with the welfare of its communities and citizens, cannot afford to make
policy using ideas that sound good, or feel good, or pretend to be fair, but are invisible in the
light of actual facts. We must do better and we can do better. I call upon the Adirondack Park
Agency to revisit the classification process for the Boreas Ponds Tract and offer the public a full
range of alternatives that value both Wilderness and the adjacent communities in a rational,
empirically sound and forward-thinking way.

Respectfully Submitted,

Pete Nelson
Co-Founder
Adirondack Wilderness Advocates

AdirondackWilderness.org

Email: contact@adirondackwilderness.org

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pete Newell <prnats010@atspn.com>
Thursday, November 03, 2016 12:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
The Boreas Ponds tract should be classified as Wild Forest. Wildwerness classification is not appropriate.
This area is not "wilderness". There is a modern dam and there are improved roads and bridges suitable for log trucks.
Snowmobiling should be allowed on ALL existing roads. There is absolutely no good reason to let this ready-made winter recreational
and economic opportunity go to waste. There is no environmental impact of snowmobiles riding on roads designed for log trucks, but
there is a very definite positive economic benefit to nearby communities.
THe roads should be open to snowmobiles. There is no concern in the winter about invasive species from boats in ponds due to easy
access. No one is going to be camping, padling, or even x-c skiing 10 miles back to be 'disturbed' by snowmobile sounds. The wildlife
doesn't care.
Reasonable access must be provided to tis public land. Of the published alternatives, Alternative 1 is the only accptable choice.

~~~~~~~~ Pete Newell ~~~~~~~~~~~
Affordable Technical Solutions
Professional Computer Service
35 Years Engineering & Computer Experience
-Repairs, Upgrades, Installations
-Virus Removal, Disaster Recovery, Backup
-Wireless and Wired Networking
-Web Site development and Maintenance
-Consulting, Training, Engineering
-Top Quality New Nexlink Computers
-Refurbished Guaranteed pre-owned systems
315-376-8879 PO Box 161 Glenfield, NY 13343
www.solutions.prnewell.com www.lewisfirst.com
KC2WI - Northern New York ARES Section Emergency Coordinator
Lewis County ARES Emergency Coordinator / RACES Radio Officer
Lewis County Emergency Communicators Group www.lcecg.org
AFA2CQ - Military Auxiliary Radio System

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pete Newell <prnats010@atspn.com>
Thursday, November 10, 2016 11:18 AM
ClassificationComments
Benson Road Tract classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

The Benson Road Tract in the Towns of Benson and Mayfield, Hamilton County must be classified as Wild Forest.
All existing roads and trails must be open to snowmobiling.
Peter Newell
PO Box 161
Glenfield NY 13343
PO Box 551
Lake Pleasant NY 12108

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pete salit <petesalit@att.net>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:38 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: petesalit@att.net
realname: Pete salit
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 610 Blakenham Court
city: Johns Creek
State: GA
zipcode: 30022
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pete Taylor <Hewitt.lake@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 7:05 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: Hewitt.lake@gmail.com
realname: Pete Taylor
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 122 Hewitt Rd Bld#101
city: Minerva
State: NY
zipcode: 12851
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter <Welch@webpro2.speedingbits.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 4:40 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Welch
realname: Peter
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 496
city: Speculator
State: NY
zipcode: 12164
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Alban <petealban@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 6:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Alban
62 cook rd
Plattsburgh , NY 12901

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter and Dot Beatty <beatty4749@roadrunner.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 11:24 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

I am writing in support of the position of the Adirondack Council with respect to the importance of maintaining a buffer to
protect the Boreas Ponds and the areas around them from the impact of motorized vehicles and other recreational equipment
which would have a harmful impact on the wilderness environment. I also believe that the APA is taking too much latitude in
an attempt to come up with “politically acceptable” compromises instead of following the guidelines established through the
Land Use Master Plan.
Thank you,
Peter G. Beatty
Lake Placid, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Aron <sissy2537@charter.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 4:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Aron
10 Brookview Lane
New Milford, CT 06776
8603557369

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Arthur <petercurreyarthur@gmail.com>
Monday, November 21, 2016 4:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Arthur
7455 Blossomwood Ave
Sebastopol, CA 95472

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Beatty <beatty4749@roadrunner.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:54 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Beatty
19 Iroquois Lane
Lake Placid, NY 12946
518-837-5108

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Bianco <pencil@riseup.net>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 12:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Peter Bianco
190 Clinton Road
New Hartford, NY 13413
555-555-5555

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Bien <peter.bien@dartmouth.edu>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Bien
207 Waddell Rd.
Riparius, NY 12862

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Borrelli <pborrelli1311@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 1:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&bbsp;
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Peter Borrelli
412 Division St.
PO Box 1311
Northville, NY 12134
5188638267

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

peter bottini <pbo16@hotmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 12:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
peter bottini
1431 west berteau
chicago, IL 60613
7735490650

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Bottini <Pbo16@hotmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 2:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Peter Bottini
1431 W Berteau
Chicago, IL 60613
7735490650

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Cassidy <acassidy@ptd.net>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 11:28 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am a third generation seasonal local of the park. My daughter Alimara makes the fourth. We We love our camp
and are there every month of the year enjoying the wilderness, solitude and culture. Soon will relocate and retire in
the park. We enjoy all there is in the park. But wilderness is fleeting. Someday I may not be able to hike into these
areas or climb a peak, but I find many wilderness and primitive areas today that will continue to be my escape
venue then. Boreal needs to be one of these for me, my daughter and my future generations. Please, we need to
do what is right and make Boreas WILDERNESS.
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Peter Cassidy
22 scenic drive
Hillside estates
Danville, PA 17821
5702756711

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Cassidy <geneseo79@nycap.rr.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 11:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
This is my second letter with my Adirondack address and info. The first I sent you from my PA work home.
I am a third generation seasonal local of the park. My daughter Alimara makes the fourth. We We love our camp
and are there every month of the year enjoying the wilderness, solitude and culture. Soon will relocate and retire in
the park. We enjoy all there is in the park. But wilderness is fleeting. Someday I may not be able to hike into these
areas or climb a peak, but I find many wilderness and primitive areas today that will continue to be my escape
venue then. Boreal needs to be one of these for me, my daughter and my future generations. Please, we need to
do what is right and make Boreas WILDERNESS.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Peter Cassidy
13 Arizona lane
Brant Lake, NY 12815
518-494-4348

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

peter chappell <peterchappell39@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 5:55 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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email: peterchappell39@yahoo.com
realname: peter chappell
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 170 turnpike rd ext
city: cayuga
State: NY
zipcode: 13034
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Coleman <coleman.peter@verizon.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:02 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Peter Coleman
3456 County Highway 35
Schenevus, NY 12155
6075471343

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Collinge <collinge@localnet.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 3:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores, and all of the Boreas Ponds Tract north of the Gulf Brook & Boreas
Ponds Roads must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to the noise and
pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Collinge
77 Tall Oak Lane
Pittsford, NY 14534

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Cummins <peter_ac@bigpond.net.au>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Peter Cummins
13 Sidlaw St
Cairns, ot 4878
40575920

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Dillon <pdillon@lingualinx.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Peter Dillon
17 Maple Ave
Troy, NY 12180
5188814143

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Donnelly <pc.donnelly@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 4:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Peter Donnelly
16 Colonial Ave.
Haddonfeild, NJ 08033
484-433-7863

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Edwards <tupperlakecodes@gmail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2016 4:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds
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To Whom It May Concern :
I support option 1 for the the Boreas Ponds property because I believe a well balanced approach to the use of the these newly
acquired state lands is & should be the only option that is approved! I was at one of the public meetings in Indian Lake when they
were thinking of acquiring this land & the Governor promised these small towns that there would be motorized uses & new
snowmobile connectors as well as increased mountain biking on the existing roads.
I have been in Public office for just over 16 years in the building code / zoning field and I have seen what draws business to small
towns that need the tourist revenue to survive & I can tell you that outdoor recreation of all kinds is the new industry up here in the
Adirondack Park.
Snowmobiling and Mountain Bikers are big money spenders in the these small communities and they should be included uses on a
portion of this land.
Thank You, Peter Edwards

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Peter Edwards <tupperlakecodes@gmail.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 2:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Re: Boreas Ponds
SKM_454e16122314560.pdf
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To whom it may concern:
I have also sent this same petition signature list to Fred Monroe.
Thanks, Pete
On Mon, Dec 12, 2016 at 4:09 PM, Peter Edwards <tupperlakecodes@gmail.com> wrote:
To Whom It May Concern :
I support option 1 for the the Boreas Ponds property because I believe a well balanced approach to the use of the these newly
acquired state lands is & should be the only option that is approved! I was at one of the public meetings in Indian Lake when they
were thinking of acquiring this land & the Governor promised these small towns that there would be motorized uses & new
snowmobile connectors as well as increased mountain biking on the existing roads.
I have been in Public office for just over 16 years in the building code / zoning field and I have seen what draws business to small
towns that need the tourist revenue to survive & I can tell you that outdoor recreation of all kinds is the new industry up here in the
Adirondack Park.
Snowmobiling and Mountain Bikers are big money spenders in the these small communities and they should be included uses on a
portion of this land.
Thank You, Peter Edwards

SKM_454e16122314560.pdf

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Engel <pengel@bluefrog.com>
Monday, December 26, 2016 11:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Engel
Walworth, NY 14568

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Ewing <ewingpetermd@msn.com>
Friday, November 11, 2016 9:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Peter Ewing
2764 Pleasant Ave
Lake View, NY 14085
7166482522

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Ewing <ewingpetermd@msn.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 11:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Although I live in Western New York, for 40 years I have been visiting the Adirondack region and especially
enjoying backpacking in the High Peaks region. Over the years increasing backcountry use, crowding, and the
threat of degradation of the Wilderness has been evident, and I was delighted to follow the progress of the addition
of the Boreas Pond lands to the State Lands. I eagerly look forward to my next visit, and expanding my trips into
this newly available tract.
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
Motorized recreation has its place, and in fact already has its places. It does not require, and in fact is inconsistent
with and destroys wilderness.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,

Peter D Ewing
Lake View, NY 14085

Peter Ewing
2764 Pleasant Ave
Lake View, NY 14085
7166482522

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Galer <peter.galer@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 11:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Galer
West Chester , PA 19382

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Germann <pkgermann28@hotmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 12:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Germann
34 Bedell road
Katonah, NY 10536

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Gordon <hiker@stny.rr.com>
Sunday, November 06, 2016 11:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Gordon
1927 Ginnan Rd.
Corning, NY 14830

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Gradoni <pgradoni@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:56 AM
ClassificationComments
New Alternative Needed for Boreas Ponds!
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Gradoni
PO Box 1114
Alfred, NY 14802
607-587-9310

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Gradoni <pgradoni@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 12:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Peter Gradoni
PO Box 1114
Alfred, NY 14802
607-587-9310

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Gradoni <pgradoni@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 12:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Gradoni
PO Box 1114
Alfred, NY 14802
607-587-9310

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter H Dinolfo <pdinolfo@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 1:50 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: pdinolfo@gmail.com
realname: Peter H Dinolfo
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 116, Hudson Dr
city: Troy
State: NY
zipcode: 12180
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. I am an Adirondack Winter
46er and avid cyclist. I feel the proposal for the Boreas Ponds property by Access the Adirondacks is an excellent
compromise between long-term wilderness preservation and multi-use access. The classification of the Boreas
Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the Adirondack
Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new category of
tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for bicyclists to
use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders through
heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the Adirondack
High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse through
snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation are
promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Halsch <peterhalsch@aol.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 3:07 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: peterhalsch@aol.com
realname: Peter Halsch
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 191 Maple Lodge Road
city: Blue Mountain Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12812
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Hryckowian <uke1522@twc.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 6:57 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: uke1522@twc.com
realname: Peter Hryckowian
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 69 25th street
city: Troy
State: NY
zipcode: 12180
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Hughes <paterhxc@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 3:22 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Hughes
Schenectady, NY 12309

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Huntington MD <phuntington918@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 12:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness classification is the right thing to do. A report by the
Wildlife Conservation Society shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and surrounding areas as Wilderness will
better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wetlands and will make the whole area more biologically rich and diverse.
I think this is very important.
I hope The Adirondack Park Agency will protect the Boreas Ponds as a unique and special Wilderness place.
Sincerely,
Peter Huntington MD
418 Long Road
Tully, NY 13159
315-263-2537

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter J Fedorick <adkwanderer@verizon.net>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 2:36 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: adkwanderer@verizon.net
realname: Peter J Fedorick
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 383 Coy Rd.
city: Greenfield Center
State: NY
zipcode: 12833-1035
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter J Shea <pshea1@rochester.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:40 AM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter J Shea
1947 Factors Walk
Ionia, NY 14475
5852575013

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter J Shea <pshea1@rochester.rr.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 12:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Peter J Shea
1947 Factors Walk
Ionia, NY 14475
5852575013

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Johnson <pkjohnsonpm@aol.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 1:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Johnson
241 Glenwood Drive
Saranac Lake, NY 12983
518 891-7428

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Johnson <pkjohnsonpm@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:49 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Johnson
241 Glenwood Drive
Saranac Lake, NY 12983
518 891-7428

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Klank <pklank@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:46 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a third generation property in owner and lover of the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed
alternatives and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
Scientific studies have demonstrated that these areas should be Wilderness. One such study completed by the
Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, it will also help
wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Peter Klank
26 Eagle Crag Lake
Piercefield, NY 12973
413-323-9652

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Klein <kleinpete@hotmail.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 10:01 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: kleinpete@hotmail.com
realname: Peter Klein
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: POB 116, 43 East Main St.
city: Indian Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: Dear Governor, Please classify the Boreas Ponds property and all future purchase by the state of land
in the Adirondacks with a Wild Forest classification that will keep existing roads in place and allow for reasonable
access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common-sense controls to protect the
environment. The simple fact of the matter is that the entire Adirondacks is a wilderness if you venture off any of the
roads or trails in the woods. It doesn't matter what you call it. The only reason to have these debates is so that the
environmental groups and the people who have paying jobs at the groups can make money by crying they want to
protect the Adirondacks. It is all nonsense. Stop the nonsense by classifying all past, current and future purchases
as Wild Forest. If you want a true wilderness experience, go hike anywhere but the High Peaks. Public access
builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors to the region.
Thank you. Pete Klein
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Lantry <plantrry236@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 12:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Lantry
357 Rose Ave
Staten Island, NY 10306

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Lotto <pblotto@aol.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 5:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Peter Lotto
110 Kittell Rd.
Fayetteville, NY 13066
3152185505
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Lotto <pblotto@aol.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 5:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Peter Lotto
110 Kittell Rd.
Fayetteville, NY 13066
3152185505

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Madison <peter.madison@yahoo.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 5:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
There are many, many places where people can take part in motorized outdoor activities. We do not need more,
especially when this precious place is at risk.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Peter Madison
760 13th Lake Road
North River, NY 12856
518 555 1212
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Sent:
To:
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Peter McClive <pmcclive@verizon.net>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 7:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter McClive
80 Bramblewood Lane
East Amherst, NY 14051
7166360639

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter McDonald <Fdmv58@optonline.net>
Friday, November 04, 2016 10:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter McDonald
10 Rogers Lane
Yorktown, NY 10598
914-589-4408
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter McDonald <fdmv58@optonline.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 5:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter McDonald
10 Rogers La
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NC 10598
914-248-8262

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter McGuinness <peterjmcguinness@yahoo.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 7:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter McGuinness
84 Culford Road
Toronto, ON M6M 4J9

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Moulton <petermoulton@prodigy.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I do not support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Last May, I had a wonderful experience in
the high peaks region. I am looking forward to exploring other portions of the Park this winter.
Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Moulton
140 Riverside Drive
Apt 20-C
New York, NY 10024
2128751169
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

PETER NEUSEL <pneusel@verizon.net>
Monday, December 19, 2016 3:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Classification and Management of the Boreas Ponds and Adjacent Lands.
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Ms. Kathleen Regan:
I have reviewed the APA’s draft plans for the Boreas Ponds. I don’t believe the four alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification truly protect the area around the Ponds as Wilderness. The watershed for
these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and
around the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues
that hurt both the environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and
potentially destroy the resource by overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway
must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness
experience with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away
from the Boreas Ponds in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with
disabilities could easily be provided.
A personal observation: I am a graduate of Johnsburg Central School (Class of ’65) in North Creek and
a land owner with family roots in the Adirondacks that go back 75 years. “Motorized vehicle access”
means more than a parking area for cars and pickup trucks to me. It means ATVs, the bane of any
Adirondack landowner and a threat to the integrity of public property in the Adirondacks. Allowing any
motorized access to the Boreas Ponds means the destruction of a unique wilderness area.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an
opportunity to protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy
for generations to come and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Thank you.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Paladin <appmd@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 12:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Paladin
3185 Sparrow Flight Drive
Seven Hills, OH 44131

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Pandori <pandoripm@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:13 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Peter Pandori
2220 Connell Terrace
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
(315) 374-7505
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Pandori <pandoripm@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Pandori
2220 Connell Terrace
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Reynolds <preynolds@mrglaw.com>
Monday, November 28, 2016 10:26 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Reynolds
4 Deer Run Road
Canton, CT 06019

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Rieseler <rieselerp@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 4:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Rieseler
Delanson, NY 12053

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Robinson <kanyandekwe@mac.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 8:55 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Peter Robinson
3610 SE Haig St
Portland, OR 97202
5032826135

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Rogers <rogers3_17@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 2:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Rogers
Saranac lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Salit <Psalit22@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:41 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Psalit22@gmail.com
realname: Peter Salit
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 610 Blakenham Ct
city: Johns creek
State: GA
zipcode: 30022
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Sausville <adironpete@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 8:13 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: adironpete@aol.com
realname: Peter Sausville
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 42 Hart St.
city: Ramsey
State: NJ
zipcode: 07446
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Schoepe <juster5@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 11:04 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: juster5@yahoo.com
realname: Peter Schoepe
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 15 LINKS RD
city: SMITHTOWN
State: NY
zipcode: 11787
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Spinosa <pspinosa@outlook.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 9:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Use of the Adirondacks

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Re: Support for Alternative 1.

Dear Ms. Regan:
I am a member of the (South Warren Snowmobile club) and I also (hike, bike, fish, hunt, ) and fully support Alternative 1
for the Boreas Pond tract. The property has overwhelming evidence of human activity on it and the road network which
was constructed will allow for significant human activity without damaging the environment.
The property does not contain shallow soils as evidenced by the many gravel pits and does not have steep slopes. The
road network would allow those with physical impairments to get close to the pond to launch a canoe or kayak without
having to cut trees to create a parking area.
The Pond itself should remain motor‐less and the wetlands protected through the maintenance of the existing dams. The
pond perimeter road should be available for bicycling and snowmobiling if appropriate.
Gulf Brook Road and the road to the west of the four corners should under all circumstances remain available for a
snowmobile trail so that a new trail would not have to be created by cutting trees for that distance.
Thank You
Pete Spinosa
426 Truesdale Hill Rd
Lake George NY
12845

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Stone <peternstone58@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 5:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Stone

Peter Stone
17 Arrowhead Rd
Saratoga Springs , NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Tonnesen <ptonnesen@hotmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 9:12 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: ptonnesen@hotmail.com
realname: Peter Tonnesen
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 132 Laudaten Way
city: Warwick
State: NY
zipcode: 10990
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

peter troccoli <snowburb@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:15 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: snowburb@aol.com
realname: peter troccoli
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: p,o, box 402
city: Huntington Station
State: NY
zipcode: 11746
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Vicario <Peter.vicario@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 6:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Vicario
Forest Hills , NY 11375

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter White <peter.white85@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 10:34 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter White
125 Manson Ave
Kittery, ME 03904

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter White <wpeter490@aol.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:54 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Peter White
525 E 6th St
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419 874 1890

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Wollenberg <wbconservation@cs.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Peter Wollenberg
2612 Clifton
St. Louis, MO 63139
314-646-7672

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Yannacci <peter99ba@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 10:17 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Peter Yannacci
506 118th Street
West Babylon, NY 11703

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Young <pyoung751@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 4:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Peter Young
90 McCarty Ave
Albany, NY 12202
5182563846

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

peter.madison@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Madison
<peter.madison@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Peter Madison
7 Sleator Dr
Ossining, NY 10562-3918

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

peter@soundingstone.net
Monday, November 28, 2016 11:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Tract Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

I writing to express my support for a Wilderness Classification for the Boreas Pond Tract. I am a frequent visitor to the
Adirondack Park, mainly to escape the gasoline powered lifestyle of contemporary New York State. All of the public lands
within reasonable distance from my house allow the use of Snowmobiles, ATV’s, 4 wheel drive vehicles and the like. As these
are also allowed on private lands, I do not see the purpose or future benefits of allowing the recreational use of powered
vehicles on any new public land acquisitions. We should be preserving our land and water in the 21st century to compensate
for so much historical damage.
My position is that the current alternatives for the Boreas Pond Tract are inadequate. Tthe noise and pollution of motor boats
and floatplanes do not need to be inserted into these lands. They should be preserved for the peaceful use of human powered
transportation. The silent passage of kayaks do not affect other people, whereas the smell and noise of powered boats affect
everyone. We ban smoking in public places for the same reasons.
MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract should also be designated Wilderness to combine with the High
Peaks.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to promote and protect remote lands going into the future. We have enough land
developed and available for development in New York State and already zoned within the Park.
Please classify the Boreas tract as Wilderness.
Thank you for your time.
‐Peter Richards
‐New Scotland, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

petercohen2@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Cohen
<petercohen2@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Peter Cohen
317 W 87th St Apt 7E
New York, NY 10024-2657

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

peterfarris@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Farris <peterfarris@everyactioncustom.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 8:16 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Peter Farris
PO Box 607
Neversink, NY 12765-0607

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peterson, George <gpeterson@ti.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 1:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To Whom It May Concern,
I’ve been tracking the progress of the Boreas Ponds tract classification. I live here in Henrietta, NY but spend much of my time
exploring our great state. I love to fish, hunt, hike, boat, and snowmobile all different areas. We can responsible enjoy the
land and protect the environment. I support Alternative #1 for the Boreas Ponds tract and a classification of Wild Forest for all
of the tracts currently pending classification. This classification allows the land to be better utilized by a wider range of users
over a wider range of seasons.
Please note My support of Alternative #1 and the responsible use of the land.
Thank You,
George Peterson
129 Branchbrook Drive
Henrietta, NY 14467
Cell: 585‐281‐9551
Email: gpeterson@ti.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Petr Bakus <pbakus@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 4:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am Canadian that has been visiting the Adirondack Region five to six times a year for the last 5 years, and the preservation of the
Adirondack Wilderness is important to me. I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the
20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Petr Bakus
506 - 307 Queen St. South
Kitchener, ON N2G 4V3

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Petra Weber <wildwoodlp@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 4:58 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: wildwoodlp@aol.com
realname: Petra Weber
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2135 Saranac Ave
city: Lake Placid.
State: NY
zipcode: 12946
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

peupeu1@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mina Tang <peupeu1@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 9:56 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Mina Tang
1615 Rose Ave
Mamaroneck, NY 10543-3133

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pflynchnyc@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Philip Lynch
<pflynchnyc@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Philip Lynch
75 Cooper St
New York, NY 10034-3071

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pgradoni@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Gradoni <pgradoni@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Peter Gradoni
5541 Jericho Hill Rd
Alfred Station, NY 14803-9743

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phaedra Dresch <phaedradresch@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 9:46 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one‐mile buffer will provide
opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the remoteness of an expanded
High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Phaedra Dresch
151Moore St. SE
Crawfordville, GA 30631
7062940232

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phaedra Dresch <phaedradresch@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 9:45 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable. None of them
promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands. I
urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds, the watershed
around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected as Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an accessible trail to the
ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and would threaten some of the purest
waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and invasive species.
The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to preserve our Adirondack legacy
for future generations. Please take this once‐in‐a‐lifetime opportunity to ensure Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Phaedra Dresch
151Moore St. SE
Crawfordville, GA 30631
7062940232

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phil & Karen Hayes <klpjhayes@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:49 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

APA,
I attended the Bear Mtn meeting on the Boreas Pond tract. I support Alternative 1. The tract was purchased with all the state’s
citizens taxes, therefore all the people of the state must be able to enjoy it. The roads are already there to get access to pond.
Nothing has to be cut down or plowed. With access to pond any portion above it can be Wilderness. Also the lower piece
should have a snowmobile trail to access Newcomb and North Hudson, with this tract classified as Wild Forest. This will help
the Economies of these towns and area immensely. Please consider my statement.
Sincerely
SSgt Philip J Hayes Ret. USA

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phil Arthur <pjarthur46@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 2:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

As a retired Finch Pruyn manager who was fortunate through the years to have access to the Boreas Ponds and White Lily Pond
for fishing and other recreation, I encourage the APA to adopt Alternative 1(Wild Forest) option.
Alternative 1 gives all residents of New York State access to this extraordinary view.
My sons were able to fish the ponds and the experience was so positive for them that one wrote a high school essay about the
ponds and the other painted the view as a high school art project (see attached).
I encourage you to adopt Alternative 1 to give all kids easy access to the ponds so that they may have the experiences my sons
enjoyed.
Thank you, Phil Arthur

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phil Goetz <philgoetz@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Phil Goetz
10 Dixon Woods
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phil kellogg <Pkellogg79@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 3:53 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Pkellogg79@gmail.com
realname: Phil kellogg
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 79 Saratoga ave
city: So glens falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12803
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phil Leone <pinballwizard_515@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 1:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Phil Leone
Syracuse , NY 13066

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Philip Bayer <philipmbayer@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2016 9:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Philip Bayer
Brooklyn, NY 11217

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Philip Carmichael <pxc@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:24 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Philip Carmichael
301 River Road
Grandview, NY 10960
8453592884

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Philip Catchpole <Philip.catchpole@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:05 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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email: Philip.catchpole@gmail.com
realname: Philip Catchpole
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2 Terrace Ct.
city: Ballston Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12019
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Philip Donnelly <philphigg@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Philip Donnelly
105 Circular St.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518-584-6346

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Philip Draxl <philip.draxl@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Philip Draxl
3 Hollymount Road
Rochester, NY 14617
5855633933

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Philip Gara <philgara@icloud.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas pond

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

As a geriatrician, I strongly encourage my patients to stay active .This property beautiful and should be accessible
to all ages and abilities. I encourage a ' Wild Forest ' designation. Sincerely. Philip J Gara JR MD. FACP. Fort
Edward NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Philip Gladkov <phillipgladkov@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 5:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
We must love and respect our wilderness, I will not allow it to be put at risk.
Thank you for your attention to my sincere comments.
Sincerely,

Philip Gladkov
26 Oakley dr
Huntington sta , NY 11746
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email: kajaga@logical.net
realname: Philip J Gara Jr MD
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3 Preserve Way
city: Saratoga Springs
State: NY
zipcode: 12866
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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December 3, 2016
Dear Kathy Regan:
I completely agree with the Adirondack Councils assessment in their detailed current proposal. As someone with
lifetime familiarity with NYS environmental protection proposals and our heritage in New York State, I absolutely
oppose allowing motor vehicles to access this last incomparably pristine land that certainly must be forever
protected.
I have had the opportunity to travel through and hike areas around the perimeter of this area for decades, and I truly
believe that this is the most beautiful place that anywhere exists. This may be the last large tract that is this
untouched, and it possesses the greatest inherent beauty. It absolutely is our duty to protect it to the utmost of our
collective abilities as New Yorkers from invasive species and overuse, and this means having all areas around
Boreas Ponds and the Boreas River to Blue Ridge Road declared to be wilderness. This is our duty as New
Yorkers. As those who live in a state with the proudest heritage of arguably the soundest environmental foresight of
any jurisdiction. This foresight is the forever wild philosophy legally embedded by our wise forefathers and our
history of protecting the lands with unmatched natural beauty and value that are within our state.
As someone who endeavors within my profession to support persons with disabilities in experiencing the same
opportunities and wonders of life as others, I support thoughtful means of allowing their access to these lands.
I completely agree with the Adirondack Council when they point out that the Adirondack Park is a national treasure
and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations. With the release of the draft plans for the
state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands, I absolutely believe the
Adirondack Park is in danger when you look at all of the trends, such as the overuse of areas like the high peaks.
These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds. These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that
protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized
recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park and of New York.
Sincerely,
Philip L Maron, CAS, MS, MBA, ACT
Ballston Spa, New York
Philip Maron
212 Meadowlark Drive
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
518 885-8838
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Philip Piscitello
Long Beach, NY 11561
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Philip Resch
106 Brockton Lane
DeWitt, NY 13214
315 449 2400
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
philip welch
178 ketchum bridge Rd
west chazy, NY 12992
518 493 2805
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Phill Sexton
PO Box 176
Delanson, NY 12053
2404054997
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Phill Sexton
PO Box 176
Delanson, NY 12066
240-405-4997
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email: epsnyder2@aol.com
realname: Phillip c snyder
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 12134
city: Benson
State: NY
zipcode: 12134
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Phillip Hope
248 10th St
Brooklyn, NY 11215-3908
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Jon Singleton
45 Rockefeller Plz
New York, NY 10111-0100
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Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Phyllis Brachman
4730 61st St., 7G
Woodside, NY 11377
3476429267
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Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Phyllis Brachman
4730 61st St., 7G
Woodside, NY 11377
3476429267
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Phyllis Creamer
211 Walberta Road
Syracuse, NY 13219
3152547201

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phyllis Hoar <phoar1@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 4:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Wake up!!!
How much more of this beautiful wilderness are we going to destroy? Why must we take over every wild place on
the planet? Leave this wilderness as it is.
There are plenty of places for motorized vehicles and their careless operators to pollute and bully the land and the
organisms that inhabit it.
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.

Sincerely,
Phyllis Hoar
6 Quincy Avenue
Bayville, NY 11709
5168358432

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phyllis Magnus <magnus@roadrunner.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:41 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Phyllis Magnus
58 Saranac Ln
Saranac Lake, NY 12983
5183541379

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phyllis Perna <p.perna@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Phyllis Perna
527 Stevenson Rd
Westport, NY 12993
518-962-2306

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phyllis Quinn <spquinn2003@aol.com>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 10:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Phyllis Quinn
79 Embury Ave
Ocean Grove, NJ 07756
732-778-7557

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phyllis Spinner <pjs13329@yahoo.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 10:17 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once‐in‐a‐life‐time opportunity
to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough to protect the Boreas
Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be classified as Wilderness. Anything
less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to
classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and
money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other parts of the Park, it seems counter‐intuitive for the state to
potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a limited parking
area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without compromising the ecological integrity of
the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Adirondack
Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly protects the Boreas
Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Phyllis Spinner
53 Elm Street
Dolgeville, NY 13329
315‐868‐7053

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

picassopam@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pam Mather‐Cathy
<picassopam@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
I feel strongly about this issue. Once damage occurs from motorized vehicles there's no getting back what should
never have been lost in the first place. This is an opportunity we should not mess up.
Sincerely,
Pam Mather-Cathy
25 Forest Ave
Middletown, NY 10940-3301

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

picchetti707@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Gloria Picchetti
<picchetti707@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Gloria Picchetti
3920 N Clark St
Chicago, IL 60613-2650

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pierre LaPlante <palaplante@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 2:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pierre LaPlante
36 Fox Run RD
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pierre Schulz <pschulz@videotron.ca>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Pierre Schulz
641 Oak Avenue
Saint-Lambert, QC J4P2R5
5146792787

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pierre Schulz <pschulz@videotron.ca>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Pierre Schulz
641 Oak Avenue
Saint-Lambert, QC J4P2R5

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pieter Lefferts <pieterlefferts@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:44 AM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Pieter Lefferts
16 Calkinstown Road
Sharon, CT 06069
860.364.7415

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pieter Litchfield <plitchfield@nycap.rr.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 11:28 AM
ClassificationComments
Classification of former Finch tracts

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Sirs:
I believe the each of the Tomantown/Benson, Macintyre East and West, and Boreas tracts should be classified in their entirety
as Wild Forest.
These tracts have extensive maintained road systems and are well suited to recreation. In addition, some features such as
dams, roads, and bridges should preclude a Wilderness designation. In fact, I believe the maps used to described these parcels
did not contain the full extent of the man‐made features on these parcels and therefor ignored some of the problems
presented in the argument for a Wilderness classification.
To better allow all users, both fit and less able, to enjoy these developed parcels, it seems that a Wild Forest designation is the
most appropriate classification.

Pieter Litchfield
46 Fieldstone Drive
Gansevoort, NY 12831
(518)587‐2599
(518)744‐7588 cell
plitchfield@nycap.rr.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pinecroftcw@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Carol Wood
<pinecroftcw@everyactioncustom.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 8:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Carol Wood
7353 Sanger Hill Rd
Waterville, NY 13480-1923

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pineycreek6@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Linda Byrne
<pineycreek6@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Linda Byrne
159 Essex St Apt A
New York, NY 10002-1576

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pinheadcaton <pinheadcaton@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 5:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas ponds land classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,
My name is Dave Caton, I live at 9 Sunderland trail Rochester NY 14624 . I was unable to attend the meeting Monday nite
at RIT, but I was able to get info on it.
I'm in favor of alternative #1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract,
I support and encourage the classification of Wild Forest for all the tracts that was talked about at the public hearing. This
allows all people of the state, no matter what there favorite past time is to use the land. The select few are getting there way ,all to
often, instead of the majority or all the people. Thank you for reading my email
Dave Caton, Chili NY

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Piper Warren <piperg8@gmail.com>
Monday, December 26, 2016 10:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Piper Warren
308 Keyes avenue
Watertown, NY 13601
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Dena Steele
66 Summit Rd
Tuxedo Park, NY 10987-4002
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Kathleen Sorce
361 Huntington Ave
Buffalo, NY 14214-1541
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Kathleen Sorce
361 Huntington Ave
Buffalo, NY 14214-1541
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Kathleen Sorce
361 Huntington Ave
Buffalo, NY 14214-1541
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Paul Johnson
3215 38th St Apt 2
Astoria, NY 11103-4090
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Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Post Office Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Deputy Director Regan,
I writing to express my support for a Wilderness Classification for the Boreas Pond Tract. I am a member of the Adirondack
Mountain Club and value conservation of pristine waters and lands within the park.
* None of the four alternatives adequately protect Boreas Pond tract.
* The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
* The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from the ponds at
LaBier Flow. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas
Ponds Tract as being reasonable access for canoeists and kayakers.
* I support a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that
these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
* As stated on page 25 of the DSEIS, the APSLMP directs that certain intangible considerations be considered when classifying
land. As stated : "The Adirondack Park provides a wide spectrum of opportunities for remoteness and recreation. The addition of
slightly more than 50,000 acres of land, much of it adjacent to existing Forest Preserve and in particular, the High Peaks
Wilderness, provides the public with new opportunities for experiencing remoteness. The sense of remoteness can be affected by
noise intrusion. "
Please classify the Boreas tract as Wilderness. Thank you for allowing me to comment.
Sincerely,
Lorraine Plauth
639 Top Ridge Drive
Albany, NY 12203
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
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Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Pleasant Garner
1510 Albemarle Rd
Brooklyn, NY 11226
9175890760
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Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Pleasant Garner
1510 Albemarle Rd
Brooklyn, NY 11226
9175890760
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Priscilla Liebowitz
1409 Washington St
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567-6309
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Dan Plumley
ClassificationComments; Martino, Terry (APA); Townsend, James T (APA); Craig, Sherman J (APA)
Adirondack Wild News Release on Boreas Classification Draft SEIS - FYI
Wednesday, October 12, 2016 3:46:41 PM
Press Release, Boreas Ponds Oct 11 2016.docx
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Anyone who wishes to enjoy this exceptional wild area of nature should do so using their own legs to walk, run,
cross-country ski and snowshoe, and their own arms to paddle, swim and explore the wonders of nature. The
sounds and exhausts and speed intrusions of all motorized vehicle uses impose enormously on wildlife and on all
other users of this natural area. Motorized vehicles are in absolute opposition to the quiet and peaceful learning
from and enjoyment from nature that is becoming more and more rare for people to find and enjoy. All people
should be able to enjoy this resource equally. No one person or group with a motorized vehicle should be allowed
to destroy the peaceful, quiet, natural enjoyment of this land by other people.
Please make sure to give this land tract the complete Wilderness Protection it deserves.
Please ensure that motorized vehicle use is specifically NOT allowed in the Boreas Ponds Land Tract
Classification.
Sincerely,
Pamela Manice
67 East Middle Patent Road
Bedford, NY. 10506
Sincerely,
Pamela Manice
67 E Middle Patent Rd
Bedford, NY 10506-2103
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Peter Netter
35 Lynacres Blvd
Fayetteville, NY 13066-1013
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Maryke Petruzzi
208 Radcliff Dr
Nyack, NY 10960-1012

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Polly Clements <pmnixdorf@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:01 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Polly Clements
9 Union Street
Schenectady, NY 12305
518-587-6516

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

poohbear10954@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Sue Bedrick
<poohbear10954@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Sue Bedrick
151 Meadow Ln
Nanuet, NY 10954-5113

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Poojitha Rao <poojitharao08@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 6:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Poojitha Rao
245 W. 99th St.
New York, NY 10025
917-853-0703

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

popzoomster@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Donald Woodworth
<popzoomster@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Donald Woodworth
32 Merritt Rd
South Glens Falls, NY 12803-5423

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

porosoff@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Lauren Porosoff <porosoff@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 6:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Lauren Porosoff
22 Olmsted Rd
Scarsdale, NY 10583-2324

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Porter Hunt <phunt@skidmore.edu>
Monday, December 05, 2016 8:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Porter Hunt
Canandaigua , NY 14424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Post, Tim (DEC)
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 9:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond classification

Greetings,
I am a biologist for the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, but these comments reflect my opinion alone, and are
not meant to reflect the Department‘s position.
In regards to the 2016 ‐ 2017 Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, including include the Boreas Ponds
Tract, I offer the following recommendations for management of the tracts.
NYS has lost much of its original old growth forests due to actions of mankind. NYS has also protected millions of acres of land
within the Adirondack Park in various land classifications over the last several decades. At the time that the Adirondack Park
Forest Preserve was originally put in place, there was a need to protect lands to the maximum extent, and let nature take its
course. However, at this point we have millions of acres protected and slowly maturing towards true old growth, so the need to
eliminate or minimize access is no longer paramount.
One of the tenets of the founding of the Adirondack Forest Preserve was to set aside land to ensure that there would always
be wilderness and natural areas for people to enjoy. If access is severely limited, then there is a substantial portion of the
public that will be unable to see and enjoy much of these forest lands. People with limited mobility, whether due to age or
handicap, will not be able to walk substantial distances. Thus, if there are no access roads, these people will be excluded from
accessing most of the Forest Preserve. For this reason I believe that providing access to portions of the Forest Preserve should
be a basic element of land use planning. A few well designed and maintained roads would be a tremendous asset for the
public. If there is an existing road, it would generally be better to continue to allow access on the road. If the presence of the
road would lead to substantial erosional issues, then perhaps it needs to be redesigned or eliminated. Otherwise, the roads
will provide an important public service. I recommend that the existing road to Boreas Ponds remain open to the public.
In regards to the argument that the presence of a few roads is a significant detriment to wilderness, I have looked at most of
the research on the potential negative impacts of small dirt roads over the last 30 years, and I do not see a compelling
argument that such small dirt roads typically cause substantial harm to natural ecology. Of course, some such roads might have
impacts, but on the whole, impacts are minor and heavily outweighed by the public benefits.
Thanks
Tim Post

Tim Post

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pout_pet_pet@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Yana Loginova
<pout_pet_pet@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Yana Loginova
116 Ebbitts St
Staten Island, NY 10306-4935

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ppearle@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Philip And Betty Pearle
<ppearle@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Philip And Betty Pearle
15 Woodberry Rd
New Hartford, NY 13413-2725

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ppearthree@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pippa Pearthree
<ppearthree@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Pippa Pearthree
625 Caton Ave Apt 1B
Brooklyn, NY 11218-2600

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

ppreuss@roadrunner.com
Sunday, December 11, 2016 3:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Paul Preuss
Boreas Ponds Yes to Access

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I live in Queensbury, NY and wish to register my concern that too much of the Forest Preserve is being ‘locked away’ for the
private use of the young and able and for those who wish to “dream” about the wild from the comfort of their faraway abodes.
Handicapped availability is fine – but not all of us older folks are “handicapped” – we just walk more slowly, can’t walk as far,
and welcome nice level roads to access locations such as the Boreas Ponds area. Limiting the use of bicycles also makes no
sense. Don’t lock these lands away! Thank you.
Paul G. Preuss
59 Waverly Place
Queensbury, NY 12804
518 743 8964
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Prachi Prasad <pprasad3@u.rochester.edu>
Friday, December 30, 2016 1:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Prachi Prasad
6 Northview ct
Pleasantville, NY 10570

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pragathi Balasubramani <pbalasub@ur.rochester.edu>
Friday, December 30, 2016 10:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pragathi Balasubramani
rochester, NY 14623

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pranav Ithape <pithape17@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 2:41 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pranav Ithape
Boston, AL 211

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Prashant Kaul <drprkaul@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Prashant Kaul
9109 Cirrus Ct
Manlius, NY 13104

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

president <president@federationofsportsmen.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 3:47 PM
ClassificationComments
merrillt88@aol.com; Wowelko
Boreas Ponds
Boreas Ponds Classification Comment 2016‐12‐30.doc; Boreas Ponds Facts & Checklist 2016‐
11‐24.pdf

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the APA,
Please see the attached letter regarding the feelings of the Onondaga County Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs (OCFSC), on the
subject of classification of the Boreas Ponds tract of property recently acquired by New York State.
I have also attached a fact sheet regarding current conditions at the property.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
David R. Simmons
OCFSC President
315-247-5141

Boreas Ponds Facts & Checklist 2016-11-24.pdf

Boreas Ponds Tract Basic Facts Checklist
o

Statutory authority for the State Land Master Plan classification scheme:

The Adirondack Park Agency Act (APA Act), passed by the New York State legislature in
1971, authorized the Adirondack Park Agency to draft and recommend an Adirondack
State Land Master Plan to the governor for his signature. The APA drafted the State Land
Master Plan and Governor Rockefeller signed it in 1972.
Interpretation of the State Land Master Plan must be guided by the intent of the state
legislature in authorizing its creation.
The Statement of Legislative Findings and Purposes of the APA Act states that the basic
purpose of the Act is “to insure optimum overall conservation, protection, preservation,
development and use of the unique scenic, aesthetic, wildlife, recreational, open space,
historic, ecological and natural resources of the Adirondack Park.”

o

State Land Master Plan requirements:

The APA Act requires the APA “to classify lands in the Park according to their
characteristics and capacity to withstand use.“
***
“A fundamental determinant of land classification is the physical characteristics of the
land or water which have a direct bearing upon the capacity of the land to withstand
human use.”
***
“Finally, the classification system takes into account the established facilities on the land,
the uses now being made by the public and the policies followed by the various
administering agencies.”
***
Each classification level is clearly defined in the Adirondack Park State Land Use Master
Plan
o

Wilderness classification:

Wilderness is defined as “ An area where the earth and its community of life are
untrammeled by man...” It is further defined to “mean an area of state land or water having
a primeval character without significant improvement ... with the imprint of man’s work
substantially unnoticeable...”
o

Consider the Boreas Tract’s physical characteristics:

The 20,758 acre Boreas Ponds Tract has extensive man-made infrastructure.
A large dam constructed by Finch Pruyn creates the ponds. A large bridge crosses the
Boreas River over the dam.

Boreas Ponds Facts & Checklist 2016-11-24.pdf

The tract has three additional large bridges north of the Boreas Dam, including the bridges
over Slide Brook, White Lily Brook and Snyder Brook.
There are 53 miles of roads on the Tract. The roads have an average width of 25 feet, and
an average depth of gravel of 2 feet. The roads were constructed to support 50 ton loaded
log trucks. The design and construction of the roads is much more than sufficient to
support mountain bikes, two-ton vehicles, snowmobiles, and recreational activity.
The property has been leased to hunting clubs and currently has ten private hunting cabins
owned by club members.
The existing infrastructure makes the property well suited for public recreation.
There are more than 20 gravel borrow pits on the parcel. The gravel used to construct and
maintain the roads is equivalent to approximately 25,000 truckloads at 20 cubic yards per
load.
The alternative preferred by Access Adirondacks is Alternative 1. That alternative would
allow the use of 17 miles of the 53 miles of the existing roads. No new roads are proposed.
o

Use history:

No region of the Boreas Ponds Tract has been untouched by forest and recreation
management for leaseholders over the last century. With all of this activity, the ecosystem
is still healthy, demonstrating that Alternative 1 is the correct classification.
o

Wild Forest Classification:

The Boreas Ponds Tract has the characteristics and capacity to be considered “Wild Forest”
and should be classified as such. A “Wild Forest” classification allows for reasonable access
for people of all ages and abilities, and a range of recreational activities that expands the
numbers of people who may be attracted to our region..
New York State’s acquisition, and responsible recreational management, of Adirondack
properties can attract more visitors to the region and strengthen the economies of small
Adirondack towns — if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities.
o

Compatibility of access and environmental protection:

Access and environmental protection are not goals in opposition. The combination has
worked well throughout much of the Adirondack Park. Public access builds appreciation
for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors to the
region. The Unit Management Plan process helps ensure that appropriate environmental
safeguards are in place.

Boreas Ponds Facts & Checklist 2016-11-24.pdf

o

Benefits to the High Peaks and Dix Mountain Wilderness:

By providing reasonable access to newly acquired properties, New York State will give
recreationalists new places to visit, and relieve some of the public over-use of the
Adirondack High Peaks.
o

Unit Management Plan Process:

The classification process determines only the universe of public uses that may be allowed
on the property. Final decisions on specific allowable uses, and appropriate environmental
safeguards, are not determined until the Unit Management Plan process. We encourage the
Park Agency to establish classifications that allow for reasonable access for people of all
ages and abilities based on the history and characteristics of each individual property, and
to use the UMP process to apply appropriate environmental safeguards.
o

Community connector trail system:

Alternative 1 will provide the necessary classification to enable the creation of a
community connector trail system to connect the 5 Adirondack towns most affected by the
classification to each other and the wider region.
o

Essex County Wilderness and Wild Forest lands:

Essex County currently has 356,761 acres of Wilderness and 167,665 acres of Wild Forest.
Alternative One would add 10,621 acres of new Wilderness and 9,913 acres of new Wild Forest.
o

Land Acquisition, classification and unit management planning process:

The entire process is flawed. The legislature appropriates money for state land purchases
without knowing what property will be acquired. DEC purchases the property without knowing
how APA will classify it. The general public is not given reasonable access to the property prior
to the classification hearings so that they are in a position to comment intelligently. APA maps
do not include all of the road and other infrastructure before the hearings on classification. APA
does not know what uses will ultimately be allowed in the unit management planning process
when it classifies the property.

Boreas Ponds Classification Comment 2016-12-30.doc

Onondaga County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs
To: Adirondack Park Agency
Subject: Boreas Ponds Classification
Ladies and Gentlemen of the APA,
I am writing, on behalf of the 31 member clubs/organizations and 5000+ individual
members of the Onondaga County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs (OCFSC), to request
that the Boreas Ponds tract of property, recently acquired by New York State, be classified
as “Wild Forest”. Our Federation makes this request because the 50+ miles of roads
designed to support 80,000 pound, fully loaded logging trucks, crisscrossed by hundreds
of drainage culverts, with several bridges across the Boreas River, and other streams
would seem to obviously disqualify this area as being classified “Wilderness”, under the
definitions of the State Land Master Plan. At the very least, we feel that “Alternative 1” is
the least offensive of the APA’s proposals.
Our Federation feels that, since the money spent to acquire these lands came from the
19,000,000+ citizens of New York State, then access should be provided for all
19,000,000+ of our citizens.
Again, the Boreas Ponds tract has been an industrial working forest for over 100 years.
The “imprint of man’s work” is what created the concrete and steel dam which contains the
pond, and this land is far from “an area of state land or water having a primeval character”
because of that dam and the roads and bridges built using the stone from the scores of
borrow pits dotting the property.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
David R. Simmons
OCFSC President

David R. Simmons | 2251 State Route 49 | West Monroe, NY 13167 | (315) 247-5141 | davidrsimmons@msn.com

www.FederationOfSportsmen.com

Boreas Ponds Classification Comment 2016-12-30.doc

Onondaga County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs

David R. Simmons | 2251 State Route 49 | West Monroe, NY 13167 | (315) 247-5141 | davidrsimmons@msn.com

www.FederationOfSportsmen.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Preston Samuel <preston.samuel@comcast.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Boreas needs to be kept free of motorized vehicle and other uses which would degrade the natural values values
of the area - it's as simple as that!
Preston Samuel
1 Toon Lane
Lee, NH 03861
603.659.0290

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Priscilla Burgess <pburgess17@yahoo.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 12:03 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one‐mile buffer will provide
opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the remoteness of an expanded
High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Priscilla Burgess
377 Pangburn Road
Schenectady, NY 12306
5185731119

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Priscilla Burnah <priscilla.l.burnah@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Priscilla Burnah
11a Mallards Landing North
Waterford, NY 12188
5185422113

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Priscilla Sena <priscilla.sena@tufts.edu>
Friday, November 25, 2016 1:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Priscilla Sena
Northborough, MA 01532

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Procrastus@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Neil Bleifeld
<Procrastus@everyactioncustom.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 8:39 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Neil Bleifeld
405 W 48th St Apt 5FE
New York, NY 10036-1295

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Prof Mike Fedak <maf3@st‐andrews.ac.uk>
Thursday, November 03, 2016 8:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking a quarter to 1/2 mile from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. Clearly, the distance from the pond that parking for
motorized vehicles will be allowed is a critical decision. The idea of parking right up to the pond is clearly unwise.
You need to strike a balance between ease of access that allows most serious users of the area who want to
experience the "wildness" of the ponds to get to them, yet tends to discourage casual drive-bys. I suspect a
quarter mike should do the trick. A mile wide gap clearly disadvantages those who are not extremely fit (i.e. Both
young and strong). A mile carry with a canoe is not easy, even for fit people in their 70s, like myself.
Current plans do not meet these standards and would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and
most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
My suggestion would be to initially allow motorized access to withing a quarter mile or so but reserve the capability
of increasing this if overuse results. Allowing cars right up to the ponds is clearly daft. There is an extant example
of this sort of restriction in access from the Tahaws trail-head to Henderson lake (about .4 mi)which seems to work
very well.
Sincerely,
Mike Fedak

Prof Mike Fedak
2582 Blue Ridge Road
P.O Box 92
North Hudson, NY 12855
518 532 0525

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Friday, November 04, 2016 7:42 PM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Action Alert: Help Make the Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
Help make the Boreas Ponds Wilderness
Public comments due by December 30th.

NYS APA is holding a public hearing on the classification of over 50,000
acres of Forest Preserve lands.
Attend one of eight public hearings across New York from November 9 December 7th and make a statement for Wilderness.
Submit your comment letter by December 30, 2016!
Dear Department of Environmental Conservation,
A public hearing is underway by the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) on the classification of over 50,000 acres of Forest
Preserve lands. This hearing is focused on the classification of such wonderful new lands as the Boreas Ponds and
numerous other new lands, such as Cat Mountain, Berry Pond, Thousand Acre Swamp, and the MacIntyre tracts on the
flanks of Santanoni Mountain and that surround the Opalescent River and Hudson River.
This is a historic opportunity to win new protections for the extraordinary Boreas Ponds and protect other important areas

of the Forest Preserve. Through this classification we can expand the High Peaks Wilderness area, make the Boreas
Ponds a motorless Wilderness area, and create a new 12,000-acre West Stony Creek Wilderness area in the southern
Adirondacks. This is an opportunity that we must seize.
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter. Send
your letter today.
The APA is holding eight public hearings across New York, in and around the Adirondack Park, as well as Rochester,
Albany and Bear Mountain.
November 9, 2016
7:00 PM
Adirondack Park Agency
1133 NYS Route 86
Ray Brook, NY
November 14, 2016
6:00 PM
Northville Central School
131 South Third Street
Northville, NY
November 16, 2016
7:00 PM
Newcomb Central School
5535 NYS Route 28N
Newcomb, NY
November 21, 2016
7:00
Schroon Lake Central School
1125 Route 9
Schroon Lake, NY
November 28, 2016
7:00 PM
Rochester Institute of Technology
Golisano Institute for Sustainability, Sustainability Hall Auditorium
Rochester, NY
(Park in Lot T)
November 29, 2016
6:00 PM
St. Lawrence County Human
Service Center
80 State Highway 310
Canton, NY
December 6, 2016
7:00 PM
Bear Mountain Inn
3020 Seven Lakes Drive
Tompkins Cove, NY
December 7, 2016
2:00 PM
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
1st Floor Meeting Room
625 Broadway
Albany, NY
If you are planning on attending one of these public hearings and have any questions, please contact us at
info@protectadks.org.
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter. Send
your letter today.
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!

Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Sunday, November 13, 2016 8:12 PM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Public Hearings this week in Northville and Newcomb. Help Make the Boreas Ponds Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
Boreas Ponds Wilderness
Public Hearings in Northville on Monday and
Newcomb on Wednesday

Public Hearings this week in Northville on Monday and Newcomb on
Wednesday.
Come and help make the Boreas Ponds Wilderness and create the new

West Stony Creek Wilderness Area
Submit your comment letter by December 30, 2016!
Dear Department of Environmental Conservation,
Two public hearings will be held this week in Northville on Monday night and in Newcomb on Wednesday. Please come
and help make the Boreas Ponds a new Wilderness area and help to create a new West Stony Creek Wilderness area.
If you cannot attend a hearing, we urge you to submit a public comment letter. Click here to send an automatic letter to
the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
Send your letter today!
Here are the public hearing times and locations this week:
November 14, 2016
6:00 PM
Northville Central School
131 South Third Street
Northville, NY
November 16, 2016
7:00 PM
Newcomb Central School
5535 NYS Route 28N
Newcomb, NY
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Sunday, November 13, 2016 8:12 PM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Public Hearings this week in Northville and Newcomb. Help Make the Boreas Ponds Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
Boreas Ponds Wilderness
Public Hearings in Northville on Monday and
Newcomb on Wednesday

Public Hearings this week in Northville on Monday and Newcomb on
Wednesday.
Come and help make the Boreas Ponds Wilderness and create the new

West Stony Creek Wilderness Area
Submit your comment letter by December 30, 2016!
Dear Adirondack Park Agency,
Two public hearings will be held this week in Northville on Monday night and in Newcomb on Wednesday. Please come
and help make the Boreas Ponds a new Wilderness area and help to create a new West Stony Creek Wilderness area.
If you cannot attend a hearing, we urge you to submit a public comment letter. Click here to send an automatic letter to
the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
Send your letter today!
Here are the public hearing times and locations this week:
November 14, 2016
6:00 PM
Northville Central School
131 South Third Street
Northville, NY
November 16, 2016
7:00 PM
Newcomb Central School
5535 NYS Route 28N
Newcomb, NY
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Friday, December 23, 2016 2:28 PM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
7 Days Left. Send Your Letter Today to Protect the Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
7 Days Left
Submit Your Comment Letter Today

Public Comments Due by December 30th.
Make your voice heard and submit your public comment letter today.
Dear Department of Environmental Conservation,
Protect the Adirondacks is advocating for a comprehensive classification package of over 36,000 acres of new Wilderness
and 14,000 acres of Wild Forest in the current public hearings being held by the Adirondack Park Agency. Public

comments must be submitted by mail, fax or email by December 30th.
This is a historic opportunity to win new protections for the extraordinary Boreas Ponds and to protect other important
areas of the Forest Preserve. Through this classification hearing we can expand the High Peaks Wilderness area, make
the Boreas Ponds a motorless Wilderness area, and create a new 12,000-acre West Stony Creek Wilderness area in the
southern Adirondacks. This is an opportunity that we must seize.
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter
Lets make the Boreas Ponds a new motorless Wilderness. Lets create a new West Stony Creek Wilderness area. Lets
uphold state laws and Forest Preserve policies to make sure that state agencies do not play games with spot zoning and
wild forest corridors. Lets expand the High Peaks Wilderness to protect the flanks and access to Santanoni Mountain
and to protect four miles of the Opalescent River.
There's just 7 days left, so make your voice heard loud and clear. Send your letter today!
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Friday, December 23, 2016 2:28 PM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
7 Days Left. Send Your Letter Today to Protect the Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
7 Days Left
Submit Your Comment Letter Today

Public Comments Due by December 30th.
Make your voice heard and submit your public comment letter today.
Dear Adirondack Park Agency,
Protect the Adirondacks is advocating for a comprehensive classification package of over 36,000 acres of new Wilderness
and 14,000 acres of Wild Forest in the current public hearings being held by the Adirondack Park Agency. Public

comments must be submitted by mail, fax or email by December 30th.
This is a historic opportunity to win new protections for the extraordinary Boreas Ponds and to protect other important
areas of the Forest Preserve. Through this classification hearing we can expand the High Peaks Wilderness area, make
the Boreas Ponds a motorless Wilderness area, and create a new 12,000-acre West Stony Creek Wilderness area in the
southern Adirondacks. This is an opportunity that we must seize.
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter
Lets make the Boreas Ponds a new motorless Wilderness. Lets create a new West Stony Creek Wilderness area. Lets
uphold state laws and Forest Preserve policies to make sure that state agencies do not play games with spot zoning and
wild forest corridors. Lets expand the High Peaks Wilderness to protect the flanks and access to Santanoni Mountain
and to protect four miles of the Opalescent River.
There's just 7 days left, so make your voice heard loud and clear. Send your letter today!
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845

Powered By

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:24 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
3 Days Left. Send Your Letter Today to Protect the Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
3 Days Left
Submit Your Comment Letter
by Friday December 30th!

Public Comments Due by Friday December 30th.
Make your voice heard and submit your public comment letter today.
Dear Adirondack Park Agency,

Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
Please submit a public comment letter today. We need lots of public comments to build our case for Wilderness
protection for the Boreas Ponds, the two MacIntyre tracts, Casey Brook, and to create a new West Stony Creek
Wilderness area. It only takes a few moments to submit an email letter. It's easy to do, just click on the link below and
you can send in an email letter in a matters of seconds.
There's just 3 days left, so make your voice heard loud and clear. Send your letter today!
Protect the Adirondacks is advocating for a comprehensive classification package of over 36,000 acres of new Wilderness
and 14,000 acres of Wild Forest in the current public hearings being held by the Adirondack Park Agency.
Public comments must be submitted by mail, fax or email by December 30th.
We need your help to win new Wilderness designations for these extraordinary lands.
This is a historic opportunity to win new protections for the extraordinary Boreas Ponds and to protect other important
areas of the Forest Preserve. Through this classification hearing we can expand the High Peaks Wilderness area, make
the Boreas Ponds a motorless Wilderness area, and create a new 12,000-acre West Stony Creek Wilderness area in the
southern Adirondacks. This is an opportunity that we must seize.
Lets make the Boreas Ponds a new motorless Wilderness. Lets create a new West Stony Creek Wilderness area. Lets
uphold state laws and Forest Preserve policies to make sure that state agencies do not play games with spot zoning and
wild forest corridors. Lets expand the High Peaks Wilderness to protect the flanks and access to Santanoni Mountain
and to protect four miles of the Opalescent River.
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845

Powered By

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:24 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
3 Days Left. Send Your Letter Today to Protect the Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
3 Days Left
Submit Your Comment Letter
by Friday December 30th!

Public Comments Due by Friday December 30th.
Make your voice heard and submit your public comment letter today.
Dear Department of Environmental Conservation,

Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
Please submit a public comment letter today. We need lots of public comments to build our case for Wilderness
protection for the Boreas Ponds, the two MacIntyre tracts, Casey Brook, and to create a new West Stony Creek
Wilderness area. It only takes a few moments to submit an email letter. It's easy to do, just click on the link below and
you can send in an email letter in a matters of seconds.
There's just 3 days left, so make your voice heard loud and clear. Send your letter today!
Protect the Adirondacks is advocating for a comprehensive classification package of over 36,000 acres of new Wilderness
and 14,000 acres of Wild Forest in the current public hearings being held by the Adirondack Park Agency.
Public comments must be submitted by mail, fax or email by December 30th.
We need your help to win new Wilderness designations for these extraordinary lands.
This is a historic opportunity to win new protections for the extraordinary Boreas Ponds and to protect other important
areas of the Forest Preserve. Through this classification hearing we can expand the High Peaks Wilderness area, make
the Boreas Ponds a motorless Wilderness area, and create a new 12,000-acre West Stony Creek Wilderness area in the
southern Adirondacks. This is an opportunity that we must seize.
Lets make the Boreas Ponds a new motorless Wilderness. Lets create a new West Stony Creek Wilderness area. Lets
uphold state laws and Forest Preserve policies to make sure that state agencies do not play games with spot zoning and
wild forest corridors. Lets expand the High Peaks Wilderness to protect the flanks and access to Santanoni Mountain
and to protect four miles of the Opalescent River.
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 8:56 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Just 2 Days Left to Protect the Boreas Ponds. Send Your Letter Today!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
2 Days Left
Submit Your Comment Letter
by Friday December 30th!

Public Comments Due by Friday December 30th.
Don't wait, don't procrastinate, submit your letter today!

Dear Adirondack Park Agency,
Click here to send an automatic letter to the Adirondack Park Agency or to get useful background information to write
your own letter.
The 26 states east of the Mississippi River total more than 573 million acres and there’s around 4.8 million acres of
Wilderness lands. That means that for every acre of Wilderness there’s roughly 120 acres of cities, suburbs, small towns,
highways, farms, shopping malls, golf courses, snowmobile trails, dirt roads, parking lots, and so much more.
The ratio of 120-1 of developed lands to Wilderness lands east of the Mississippi River shows the importance of
Adirondack Wilderness.
This is why we need lots of public comments to build our case for Wilderness protection for the Boreas Ponds, the two
MacIntyre tracts, Casey Brook, and to create a new West Stony Creek Wilderness area. It only takes a few moments to
submit an email letter. It's easy to do, just click on the link below and you can send in an email letter in a matters of
seconds.
There's just 2 days left, so make your voice heard loud and clear. Send your letter today!
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 8:56 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Just 2 Days Left to Protect the Boreas Ponds. Send Your Letter Today!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
2 Days Left
Submit Your Comment Letter
by Friday December 30th!

Public Comments Due by Friday December 30th.
Don't wait, don't procrastinate, submit your letter today!

Dear Department of Environmental Conservation,
Click here to send an automatic letter to the Adirondack Park Agency or to get useful background information to write
your own letter.
The 26 states east of the Mississippi River total more than 573 million acres and there’s around 4.8 million acres of
Wilderness lands. That means that for every acre of Wilderness there’s roughly 120 acres of cities, suburbs, small towns,
highways, farms, shopping malls, golf courses, snowmobile trails, dirt roads, parking lots, and so much more.
The ratio of 120-1 of developed lands to Wilderness lands east of the Mississippi River shows the importance of
Adirondack Wilderness.
This is why we need lots of public comments to build our case for Wilderness protection for the Boreas Ponds, the two
MacIntyre tracts, Casey Brook, and to create a new West Stony Creek Wilderness area. It only takes a few moments to
submit an email letter. It's easy to do, just click on the link below and you can send in an email letter in a matters of
seconds.
There's just 2 days left, so make your voice heard loud and clear. Send your letter today!
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
All public comments must be submitted by December 30th Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Friday, December 30, 2016 9:46 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Last Chance to Help Make Boreas Ponds WIlderness. Public Comment Period Ends Today. Send
Your Letter Today!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
Today is the Day!
Boreas Ponds Classification Public
Comment Period Ends Today

This is your last chance to submit a public comment letter to
help make the Boreas Ponds Wilderness and create a new
West Stony Creek Wilderness Area
The time in now. Submit your letter today!

Dear Department of Environmental Conservation,
Click here to send an automatic letter to the Adirondack Park Agency. The public comment period ends today, December
30th, so now is the time.
This is your last chance to make a stand for a motorless and wild Boreas Ponds. Please help rally letters and comments
from your friends and family.
It's easy and only takes a few moments.
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
All public comments must be submitted by the end of today. Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Protect the Adirondacks <info@protectadks.org>
Friday, December 30, 2016 9:46 AM
Regan, Kathleen D (APA)
Last Chance to Help Make Boreas Ponds WIlderness. Public Comment Period Ends Today. Send
Your Letter Today!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? View as a web page.

ACTION ALERT
Today is the Day!
Boreas Ponds Classification Public
Comment Period Ends Today

This is your last chance to submit a public comment letter to
help make the Boreas Ponds Wilderness and create a new
West Stony Creek Wilderness Area
The time in now. Submit your letter today!

Dear Adirondack Park Agency,
Click here to send an automatic letter to the Adirondack Park Agency. The public comment period ends today, December
30th, so now is the time.
This is your last chance to make a stand for a motorless and wild Boreas Ponds. Please help rally letters and comments
from your friends and family.
It's easy and only takes a few moments.
Click here to send an automatic letter to the APA or to get useful background information to write your own letter.
All public comments must be submitted by the end of today. Please send in your comments today!
Make sure to forward this message to family and friends and encourage them to submit a letter too!
Thank you very much for taking a stand in defense of our "forever wild" Forest Preserve!
Like us on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter
Click here to visit PROTECT'S website

Please generously support Protect the Adirondacks.
Make an online contribution today!

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Remove my name from all future email correspondence
Address postal inquiries to:
Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc.

P.O. Box 769
Lake George, NY 12845
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

provost151@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Yvette Remington
<provost151@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Yvette Remington
300 N Main St
Canastota, NY 13032-1074

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

prychdk@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nicholas Prychodko
<prychdk@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 10:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Nicholas Prychodko
PO Box 2138
Bridgehampton, NY 11932-2138

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pschupp@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Paul Schupp <pschupp@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Paul Schupp
130 Paradise Ln
Tonawanda, NY 14150-2848
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Peggy Furminger-Haist
107 John St
Akron, NY 14001-1118
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Boreas Ponds
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As a full‐time resident of Hamilton County (Indian Lake), I ask that the Boreas Ponds area be classified Wild Forest (Alternative
1). This area was purchased with residents’ tax dollars and the classification of Wild Forest would allow all residents to have
broader access and recreational enjoyment of the land they purchased. The Wild Forest classification would also bring tourist
dollars into an economically depressed area which depends greatly on tourism.
Thank you for your consideration.
Peter Sinski
183 Lake Shore Dr.
Sabael, NY 12864

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Priscilla Mezrahi
1923 Webster St
Merrick, NY 11566-2619
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Leah Hallow
COMPTON St
Indianapolis, IN 46220
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Debra Naumovitz
Undefined
Slingerlands, NY 12159
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Pat Purchia
Highland, NY 12528
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

pat purchia
Highland, NY 12528
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Norma Quizi
WHITNEY Ave
Elmhurst, NY 11373
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Ela T
309 Shepherd Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11208-2301
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To whom it may concern I wish to voice my concerns not only for my personal interests and the desires of my generation, but also on behalf the wilderness
that is at risk with your current proposal. For the flora, the fauna, and all who have been inspired by the beauty and wildness of the
Boreas Ponds and the Adirondacks, we urge you to table the options you have presented and consider maximum wilderness
protection.
As a high elevation wetland, the Boreas Ponds needs the FULLEST level of wilderness classification and protection, not just Wild
Forest status. It is crucial to deny further motorized access into the area in order to sustain a functional ecosystem for both native
flora and fauna.
Similarly, there exists no necessity to maintain the existing dam, thus eliminating the demand for extension of the Gulf Brook Rd.
The existing legal easements allowing town access do not preclude the ability to classify the area with maximum wilderness
protection. Economic growth for adjacent towns due to increased access would be minimal, due to the high percentage of daytraffic from the tri-state area. There is no economic foundation to the argument of extending the road to create ease of access to
the ponds.
Finally, on a more organic level, the Boreas Ponds remains one of the more remote areas of the Adirondacks. Over 90% of the
park is within 3 miles of accessible road. This is NOT wilderness. The quiet, tranquil beauty of the Boreas Ponds stems largely
from the remoteness of the area - which is at risk with each and every one of the options that you have proposed.
You present the options at hand as if they are the result of an extensive study of the area. This, however, is false.
I urge you to seriously reconsider your proposal at hand, and instead value options that will preserve the true wilderness of the
area.
I sincerely hope that you will heed our concerns, as I know there are many organizations and individuals of every age who share
my passion to keep the Adirondacks truly wild.
Quinn Howes
-Quinn B. Howes
Cornell University '16
European Conflict Studies | Arts and Sciences
774-722-5408 | qbh2@cornell.edu
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Quinn Howes

Quinn Howes
South Orleans, MA 02662
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
As a college professor teaching Environmental Studies, I understand the dangers to the fragile and complex
ecology of ponds, wetlands, shorelines and forests, most especially in the Boreas Pond tract. Motorized use in
this very special environment is not acceptable. Please do NOT allow such intrusive threats. Thank you.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Edythe Ann Quinn
903 County Highway 3
Unadilla, NY 13849-2151

