From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

R J <fddd@hotmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 11:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

RJ
Drf
Scranton, AL 44555
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email: paulbarb15@gmail.com
realname: R. Paul Lapan
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 483 County Route 16
city: FortAnn
State: NY
zipcode: 12827
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Ruth Karpel
230 W 55th St
New York, NY 10019-5220
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachael Fikes-Maxson
94 Grove St
Ilion , NY 13357
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachael Phipps
Lockport, NY 14094
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Rachel Baer <rbaer999@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 10:03 PM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Baer
34 Parker Drive
EastLyme , CT 06333
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New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rachel Breidster
19 Norwood avenue
Albany, NY 12208
5189286760
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Buehner
Pittsburgh , PA 15239
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Sent:
To:
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Rachel Dalton <rachhell475@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 12:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Dalton
Lake Clear, NY 12945

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Gay <gayrl@lemoyne.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 9:41 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Gay
Portsmouth, NH 08301

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Guzman <rae1378@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 11:17 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Guzman
Marcellus , NY 13108

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Haak <rachel.haak@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 3:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Haak
Fairport, NY 14450

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Kenney <Barnbum729@nycap.rr.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 2:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Rachel Kenney
1188 Braman Corners Rd
Esperance, NY 12066
5187296746

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Kessler <kessel20@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 09, 2016 5:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Kessler
Burlington, VT 05401

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rachel kessler <kessel20@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 3:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
rachel kessler
186 ferguson avenue
burlington, VT 05401

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Lamb <rachel14lamb@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 10:22 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Lamb
saranac lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Larrivee <rachlarrivee@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 7:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Larrivee
1 Fieldstone Drive
Bedford, NH 03110

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Legon <rachellegon6@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 4:17 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Legon
Boston, MA 02215

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Madsen <loomisra@mnstate.edu>
Thursday, December 08, 2016 2:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Madsen
Victoria, MN 55386

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel McQuay <rmcquay27@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 11:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel McQuay
Saratoga , NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Pohl <rachelpohl29@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 12:40 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: rachelpohl29@gmail.com
realname: Rachel Pohl
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: OO Box 254
city: Raquette Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 13436
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Poppe <rpoppe@bu.edu>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
I recently visited the Adirondacks for the first time, and was amazed at the beauty of the park. Please don't allow
this unique place's beauty to be marred by the encroachment of civilization!
Sincerely,
Rachel Poppe
Rachel Poppe
191 Bay State Road
Boston, MA 02215
5073991309

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Poppe <rpoppe@bu.edu>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 7:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Rachel Poppe

Rachel Poppe
910 Hengen Street
Fairmont , MN 56031

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Schindler <schindler.rachel25@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 12:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Schindler
Minneapolis, MN 55414

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Schramm <rachelaschramm@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 8:13 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Schramm
4431 Allison Street Apt 1
Cincinnati , OH 45212

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Sink <rachel.sink@gmail.com>
Monday, December 26, 2016 8:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Sink
106 Ramona Road
Portola Valley, CA 94028
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Strongin <Rstrong1@ithaca.edu>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 10:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.

Sincerely,
Rachel Strongin

Rachel Strongin
740 east 76th street
New York, NY 10021
5162368251

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Weaver <leaveittotheweaver@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 1:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Weaver
Amsterdam , NY 12010

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Zack <zack.rachel@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 10:56 PM
ClassificationComments
On the Classification of 54,000 Acres of Adirondack Land

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To Whom It May Concern:
It has come to my attention that the APA is in the process of classifying around 54,000 acres of land.
I grew up in Warren County and my family owns several homes in the area, two of which they reside in year-round. I would like
to voice my opinion on the matter as a former resident, and life-long recreationalist.
First, I want to echo Richard Booth's point that the SLMP from the 1970s requires big areas of land to be set aside as wilderness.
Thus, it's unclear to me why this is even a question, but, here we are.
Additional reasons I believe the lands--especially the large Boreas parcel--should be classified as
'wilderness' and have at least a mile buffer from motorized vehicles:
Nuisance: I'm not sure if snowmobiles are allowed nearby, but, if so, they smell disgusting and are insanely loud (especially on
pristine lakes in the winter).
Environment: They largely use fossil fuels and emit emissions green house gas and acid-rain causing emissions into the air. With
acid rain killing off the fish in our beautiful lakes, barring of motorized vehicle recreation on state land should be a no-brainer.
Safety: I'm not sure what the DUI rate/motorized vehicle death rate is in the Adirondacks, but we had about one death a year in
my high-school. At first glance, this chart seems to agree with me--note: Essex County is the 16th highest, beating Warren County,
which, I can tell you, is crazy.
I also know someone who had their whole hand mangled from messing around with an ATV. I think that should be considered in
arguments about vehicle access making recreation "safer."
Health: Obesity is a major problem nationally. Most kids I grew up with had snowmobiles. Very few could ski. What behaviors
are we encouraging? Land use decisions can help influence behavior.
Distinction: I have traveled the world and truly believe that the uniqueness of Adirondacks is its dedication to 'forever wild.' This
will only become more true as we continue to protect the Park as the rest of the world yields to development pressure.
I support the policy position that the large parcels of land should be classified as 'wilderness' and exclude the use of motorized
vehicles and mountain biking, especially the Boreas Pond area.
Thanks for your consideration,
Rachel

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Zoyhofaki <rmzrunner91@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 1:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachel Zoyhofaki
14 Dover street
Worcester , MA 01609

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachele Carbone <sorta.fairytale@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachele Carbone
Syracuse, NY 13215

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

RaChelle Hosley <rachelle@adirondackexperience.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 10:53 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond Tract Classification
boreas pond classification.pdf
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Please see attached.
Thank you
-RaChelle Hosley
Hamilton County Economic Development
PO Box 57, 102 County View Drive
Lake Pleasant, NY 12108
518-548-3076

boreas pond classification.pdf

RaChelle M Hosley, Aide

DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM
EMAIL: RaChelle@AdirondackExperience.com
(518) 548-3076 Fax (518) 548-3091

P.O. Box 57
Lake Pleasant, NY 12108

Kathleen Regan
Deputy Director Planning,
APA
PO Box 99,
1133 State Route 86,
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Kathleen Regan ,
I firmly believe the Boreas Ponds tract of land needs to be classified as Wild Forest. Accessible land
provides a rare opportunity for access for the disabled without further altering the land. These trails and
ponds should be open for all to enjoy.
The economy of the Adirondacks depends on tourism to survive. Restaurants, shops, lodging
establishments and other businesses depend on the people visiting the Adirondacks to make their venture
profitable.
I speak not only from the standpoint of a tourism advocate for Hamilton County, but also as an
employee in the restaurant industry in the Adirondacks. While hiking is a great draw to our area, it is not
generally hikers that we see spending money in our communities. They are bringing things from home,
going straight into the woods and then straight back out to go home. We see a significant amount of
revenue come into our towns from hunters and snowmobilers. They are more likely to go out to eat,
purchase food and gas from convenience shops and utilize lodging properties.
Not classifying the Boreas Ponds tract as Wild Forest would be a mistake. Closing off land that has
been occupied and maintained for 100 years and not utilizing the logging roads and bridges that have
already been built would be a great disservice to Adirondack business owners, New York State tax payers
and other potential visitors to our home.
I ask you as a resident of New York State and the Adirondacks, and as an employee of the Tourism
industry, to please classify this tract of land as Wild Forest for all to enjoy.
Sincerely,
RaChelle M. Hosley

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachelle Lochner <s0cc3ru13s@hotmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 3:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rachelle Lochner
Rochester, NY 14607

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rachelm@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rachel Berg <rachelm@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 1:42 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
MORE must be done to SAVE our wild places--they will never be replaced if we lose them.
Sincerely,
Rachel Berg
400 W 43rd St Apt 35A
New York, NY 10036-6346

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rachelm@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rachel Berg <rachelm@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 3:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rachel Berg
400 W 43rd St Apt 35A
New York, NY 10036-6346

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rae jacobs‐cohen <mwc1@nyu.edu>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:06 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Rae jacobs-cohen
603 west 111 st
apt3e
new york, NY 10025
212-749-9740
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ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rafaela Vega
124 Raymond Ave
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604
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ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Shane Bussiere
PO Box 126
Downsville, NY 13755-0126
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rajnesh Domalpalli <darkblacklynx@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 12:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rajnesh Domalpalli
Seattle, WA 98133
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ralph Apgar <apgarral@msn.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Ralph Apgar
8253 Lewis Rd
Holland, NY 14080
7162224114
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Ralph Boericke <rrb866@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 7:56 PM
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Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ralph Boericke
PO BOX 1634
BOLTON LNDG, NY 12814
5186449104

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ralph Carotenuto <rjciii2007@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 1:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect Boreas Pond as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

,November 29th, 2016
9 Marsdale Court
Selkirk, New York 12158
RE: Protect Boreas Pond as Wilderness
Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Post Office Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Deputy Director Regan,
I writing to express my support for a Wilderness Classification for the Boreas Pond Tract. As a
member of the the Adirondack Mountain Club ﴾ADK﴿, wilderness recreation is important to me. I offer the
following points for your consideration:
* None of the four alternatives adequately protect Boreas Pond tract.
* The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss
of the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
* The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile
from the ponds at LaBier Flow. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most
knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract as being reasonable access for canoeists and kayakers.
* I support a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to
ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
* As stated on page 25 of the DSEIS, the APSLMP directs that certain intangible considerations be considered
when classifying land. As stated : "The Adirondack Park provides a wide spectrum of opportunities for remoteness
and recreation. The addition of slightly more than 50,000 acres of land, much of it adjacent to existing Forest
Preserve and in particular, the High Peaks Wilderness, provides the public with new opportunities for
experiencing remoteness. The sense of remoteness can be affected by noise intrusion. "
Please classify the Boreas tract as Wilderness. Thank you for allowing me to comment.
Sincerely,
Ralph Carotenuto

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ralph Garnish <rgarnish@rochester.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ralph Garnish
68 Rochester Street
Bergen, NY 14416
5854941217

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ralph Mauriello <ralph5212308@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 12:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Ralph Mauriello
5 E Kinney St
Hadley, NY 12835
5186931740

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ralph Spear <Hotpontiacs@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:28 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Hotpontiacs@gmail.com
realname: Ralph Spear
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1977 St. Rt. 196
city: Fort Edward
State: NY
zipcode: 12828
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ramesh Patodia <ramesh@xultant.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 11:49 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ramesh Patodia
Dubai, AE 00000

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rana Jaber <ranajaber28@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 12:37 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rana Jaber
2417 north Webster street
Elmwood park , IL 60707

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randall Ellis <randallkellis@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 6:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Randall Ellis
134 Blue Bay
Chestertown, NY 12817
8327976416

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randall Parsons <Randalltparsons@aol.com>
Sunday, October 30, 2016 10:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Randall Parsons
P.o.box 480
East HAMPTON, NY 11937
631-329-8239

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randall Zachman <rzachman@nd.edu>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Randall Zachman
11002 Maumee Drive
Granger, IN 46530
574-273-4256

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randi Keogh <rmkeogh3@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 11:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Randi Keogh
Wallingford, CT 06492

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randolph F Berg <randyandpatricia@aol.com>
Monday, November 21, 2016 8:23 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: randyandpatricia@aol.com
realname: Randolph F Berg
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 7226 State Route 9
city: Chestertown
State: NY
zipcode: 12817
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randy Gurnsey <rgurnse1@rochester.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 12:53 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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email: rgurnse1@rochester.rr.com
realname: Randy Gurnsey
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 14107 Gillette Road
city: ALBION
State: NY
zipcode: 14411
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randy Moore <rpmoore12861@hughes.net>
Monday, December 26, 2016 11:53 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rpmoore12861@hughes.net
realname: Randy Moore
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 16662 State Route 22
city: Putnam Station
State: NY
zipcode: 12861
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

randy st claire <strikeee2001@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:59 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: strikeee2001@yahoo.com
realname: randy st claire
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 7117 state rt 8
city: brant lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12815
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a snowmobiling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
snowmobiles to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring
riders through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. riders would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Vacation areas across the nation are promoting themselves
aggressively to snowmobiles, and there is no reason the Boreas Ponds property cannot join the list of options
available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the road leading to and around the ponds has been
used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees
who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There is no reason I can think of as to why riding would
not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the purchase of this property, he talked about the new
recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the Adirondacks. snowmobiling fits the bill perfectly.
Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of the countryâEUR(tm)s family snowmobiling
destinations. Thank you. randy st claire
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

randy@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Randy Polumbo <randy@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Randy Polumbo
268 Water St
New York, NY 10038-1719

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

randy@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Randy Polumbo <randy@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 6:39 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Randy Polumbo
268 Water St
New York, NY 10038-1719

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

rangeric@nycap.rr.com
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification
Boreas Ponds Access.docx

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Boreas Ponds Access.docx

Boreas Ponds Access
Kathleen Regan

12-14-2016

Deputy Director Planning
PO Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook NY 12977

Dear Kathleen,
I am writing to you in support of Alternative 1, which allows the most access to the Boreas Ponds. As a
retired USDA conservation employee, an outdoor writer, a NYS fishing guide and naturalist, I am
concerned about the future of the Adirondack Park and its citizens as well as the ecology of the area.
On that note, I feel that not allowing access is not fair to all the elderly citizens who have paid NYS taxes
for years. I am approaching 65 years of age and I do not have the legs of a 30 year old man any more. I
do not want to hike 7 miles to get to a pond, then after a day’s enjoyment on a river or pond, have to
walk 7 miles back to my vehicle. A quote from this month’s, NYS Conservationist magazine, BREAKING
BARRIERS article states, “Universal access is essential to opening nature’s doors to everyone, regardless
of age or physical ability.
I have fly fished many streams and walked lands operated by the USDA Forest Service in Vermont and
Pennsylvania. The Pine Creek Valley in western PA is one that has fantastic tributaries which are loaded
with BROOK TROUT. Both Slate Run and Cedar Run brooks have roads running alongside them with no
pollution, or negative human impact. The roads and forest is managed and maintained. Culverts allow
fish passage, while runoff is directed into grass swales. These streams are catch and release and the
trout populations thrive. Wildlife benefits from sound forest and land management.
Turkey and deer hunters, fishermen, photographers, naturalists and hikers all have access with NO
threat. The local economy benefits from access. Guides, fly shops, restaurants and motels along with
campground owners have a chance of making a living. We don’t have industry here, so making a

living in harmony with the forested land and mountain waters is how we do it. Not allowing
access is discriminatory against the aged, disabled and especially our veterans who fought for
our freedom.
Respectfully,
Rich Redman
2531 Ensign Pond Road,
Moriah Center NY 12961

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ransom Shaw <ransomshaw@aol.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 9:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Ransom Shaw
17 Sylvan Way
Wayland, MA 01778
508-358-2368

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

raptor_044@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jose Diaz <raptor_044@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Jose Diaz
4 Alden Ter
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rarilee conway <Conway12@charter.net>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 10:13 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Conway12@charter.net
realname: Rarilee conway
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: Prob 57
city: Wilmington
State: NY
zipcode:
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rasco89@gmail.com
Sunday, November 20, 2016 11:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Having enjoyed several areas of pristine wilderness in the Adirondack Park and witnessing the over use and commercialization
of several other areas as well, I feel compelled to comment on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
As any visitor to “popular” destinations in the Park can see, misuse can be devastating to the wilderness, the over burdened
Forrest Rangers, Search and Rescue teams looking for unprepared amateurs, and lets not forget the taxpayers. It is nearly
impossible to keep these areas anywhere near the picture of beauty they are meant to be.
Understandably, the APA wants to lessen the burden on these overused areas. One solution is to open up new areas, including
Boreas Ponds, but at what cost? By doing so the new areas will become as haggard as the existing areas and then the only
answer is to open new areas. Too soon there will be no new areas to open, then what? Prohibit any and all access to these
areas for the several generations it would take to ‘fix’ the devastation. How does that adhere to the master plan of wilderness
preservation?
Leaf peepers and recreational campers have access to existing roadways and campgrounds. I strongly feel that we need to
ensure the High Peaks and wilderness of the Adirondack Park are preserved for future generations. One way to aid in this
endeavor would be implementing a permit system for wilderness access to limit the number of visitors. Along with a permit
system making ‘Wilderness Survival Skills and Conservation’ classes mandatory to secure a permit would lessen the burden on
these areas. The State currently requires classes for hunting permits to ensure safe and lawful hunting, why not enact a similar
system for wilderness access.
Visitors being required to plan ahead, take mandatory classes, and strict enforcement of the rules will help ensure that
everyone has a spectacular visit, and that our great grand children’s children can enjoy the spectacular Adirondack Park.

Bob Squire
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ravynsdaughter@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mikki Chalker
<ravynsdaughter@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:39 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Mikki Chalker
119 Prospect St
Binghamton, NY 13905-2328

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ray and Patti Kneer <pkneer@frontiernet.net>
Friday, November 18, 2016 8:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ray and Patti Kneer
Cincinnatus, NY 13040

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ray Barrows <Rgbarrows@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 4:46 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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email: Rgbarrows@gmail.com
realname: Ray Barrows
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 31 Cunningham Ave
city: Glen's Falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12801
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you. Ray Barrows
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ray Berkoski <megray49@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 1:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas ponds tract
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Dear mr. GOVENOR, PLEASE LEAVE THIS PARCEL OPENTO THEold folks like me (75)& my grand kids 17& 20. We
love the outdoors, I was born * raised on a potato farm on long Island it's in my blood. Thanks very much

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ray Gawlas <ray@gawlas.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 11:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Tract‐support wild forest designation

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

To the APA
As a 71 year old resident of NYS, I hope to finally get to see without special permission this part of the Adirondacks that has
been closed to the public for a century. If this tract is declared WILD FOREST I will be able to access the miles of existing roads
that transverse that property and be able to hunt and fish without restrictions. All New Yorkers are paying for this land and it
should not be classified in a manner that only the healthy younger 1% of the residents would be able to have access. The
infrastructure is there and will only need annual maintenance.
Again, please classify as Wild Forest.
Raymond Gawlas
23 Concord St.
Scotia, NY 12302

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ray Gawlas <ray@gawlas.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Alternative 1 Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

My days of hiking in the Adirondacks are pretty much over at my age of 72.
Arthritis and shortness of breath have taken the flexibility from many of my physical movements. This does not
mean that my interest and desire to enjoy the outdoors has been diminished. I can only pursue this enjoyment with
the use of motorized vehicles. Declaring Boreas ponds as wilderness only limits and deprives me along with many
like me the ability to access and enjoy state lands which is highly unfair.
It is not unreasonable to set aside a certain amount of land as wilderness but there needs to be limits set and
consideration given to all segments of the population, not just the 1% whose span of interest is limited and
narrowly focused.
The use of state monies, which comes from all New Yorkers,must take into consideration all the population not just
those few whose span of interest is limited and narrowly focused.
Please choose Alternative 1
Raymond Gawlas
23 Concord St.
Scotia, NY 12302

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ray Harris <rharris12@nycap.rr.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 4:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Deputy Director Regan,
I’d like to state my appreciation to Governor Cuomo and Commissioner Seggos and the Department of Environmental
Conservation for working in good faith with the Nature Conservancy to acquire this 21,000 acre parcel and all of the
additional lands of the Finch-Pruyn purchase. I also want to recognize and commend the Finch-Pruyn Company for
the responsible stewardship of these lands for more than a century.
However, regarding the classification process, there are several concerns:
The 4 alternatives put forth by the Agency fail to offer real Wilderness protection for the Boreas Ponds. By neglecting to provide a full
range of options for the public to consider, the APA has not met the “fairness” standard.
Invasives are a real problem and continue to threaten our wild places. Roads are the most significant vector for invasive species,
therefore the Gulf Brook Road must not be left open for bikes/motor vehicle access, and the Atlantic Chapter is arguing that it should
be closed entirely.
Access for persons with disabilities can occur in Wilderness, pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act. A person with a
disability that requires mobility assistance can use their mobility device anywhere in wilderness. Wilderness does not prohibit people
from access, it prevents motorized vehicles from access.
I would encourage the APA to designate the Boreas tract as “wilderness”. 50 miles of road shouldn't declassify this as wilderness.
As the wilderness definition outlines, it can be restored to natural conditions.
In closing, I strongly urge you to reissue your proposed alternative classifications, adding one which includes an “all
wilderness” option. If motorized vehicles are permitted in the Boreas area, it will cease to provide the opportunity for
solitude and peace so rare and yet essential in our over-stimulating world. There are already a plethora of
snowmobile trails in the Adirondacks. Designating the Boreas Ponds tract as “wild forest” would forever negatively
change the character of this area. I would also ask that you reschedule the hearing for New York City. There are
many individuals who were unable to attend the December 6th hearing after it was moved to Tomkins Cove. These
lands belong to all citizens of New York State and everyone should be given the opportunity to participate in this
important classification process.
Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion on this important issue.
Respectfully,
Raymond Harris
201 Spring Road
Scotia, NY 12302

rharris12@nycap.rr.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RAY JANIS <RJANIS@ROCHESTER.RR.COM>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 6:27 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
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email: RJANIS@ROCHESTER.RR.COM
realname: RAY JANIS
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 224 SOUTH DR
city: ROCHESTER
State: NY
zipcode: 14612
Comments: I support Alternative 1 for Boreas Ponds. This balanced approach would allow for a variety of
recreational uses, including bicycling around the ponds, while still protecting the environment. I believe that
Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild
Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The infrastructure created
during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That same infrastructure is
contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild Forest, according to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a somewhat higher degree of
human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas
Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation
requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is
not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man created more
than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its
commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it
is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the
Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the environment and economic development that
the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and
hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some
measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ray Knizek <rayknizek@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:52 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ray Knizek
4961 Bliss Rd
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
5183227130
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Ray Kuzia <raykuzia495@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 11:07 AM
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Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ray Kuzia
495 Dodson Hill Road
Newark Valley, NY 13811
607 744 8416
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email: RJBUSH6092@GAILMAIL.COM
realname: Rayburn J Bush
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 6092 Highland Ave
city: Williamson
State: NY
zipcode: 14589
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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RayMerlo <raymerlo@comcast.net>
Monday, December 05, 2016 11:03 AM
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Boreas pond comments
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To Whom it may concern,I am writing this note to let you know what I feel is not fair,The APA has over 6 million
acres under their banner,what difference does it make to give the aging and handicapped fisherman and hunter
and general site seer the opportunity to access the property.From what I understand that about a little more than
half will stay wild,
People like myself and disabled folks and the over 60 group should have easy access. This is why the Boreas
tract
and the rest of the lands in the #1 proposal should be the way to go.No forever wild.Wilderness yes.
Respectfully Submitted
Raymond Merlotto
17 Flint Rd.
Patterson NY12563
raymerlo@comcast .net
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

RayMerlo <raymerlo@comcast.net>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 11:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Fwd: Boreas pond comments
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---------- Original Message ---------From: RayMerlo <raymerlo@comcast.net>
To: ClassificationComments@apa.ny.gov
Date: December 5, 2016 at 11:02 AM
Subject: Boreas pond comments
To Whom it may concern,I am writing this note to let you know what I feel is not fair,The APA has over 6
million acres under their banner,what difference does it make to give the aging and handicapped
fisherman and hunter and general site seer the opportunity to access the property.From what I
understand that about a little more than half will stay wild.People like myself and disabled folks and the
over 60 group should have easy access. This is why the Boreas tract and the rest of the lands in the #1
proposal should be the way to go.No forever wild,No wilderness,YES to wild forest.I attend the meeting at
Bear Mntn. That really was a lot of the same comments repeated over and over. so proposal # 1 is the way we
should go,to much junk science and emotion in the other proposals

Respectfully Submitted
Raymond Merlotto
17 Flint Rd.
Patterson NY12563
raymerlo@comcast .net
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

raymobhn@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Susan Buhner
<raymobhn@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:38 PM
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Susan Buhner
3031 44th St
Astoria, NY 11103-2243
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Sent:
To:
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Raymond Barnette <reddkardd@yahoo.com>
Saturday, December 24, 2016 6:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Raymond Barnette
302 Redwood Pl
Lenoir, NC 28645
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Raymond Coletta <Chevysaab@yahoo.com>
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gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Chevysaab@yahoo.com
realname: Raymond Coletta
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 18 blue spruce ln
city: Ballston lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12019
Comments: I support Alternative 1 for Boreas Ponds. This balanced approach would allow for a variety of
recreational uses, including bicycling around the ponds, while still protecting the environment. I believe that
Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild
Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The infrastructure created
during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That same infrastructure is
contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild Forest, according to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a somewhat higher degree of
human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas
Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation
requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is
not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man created more
than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its
commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it
is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the
Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the environment and economic development that
the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and
hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some
measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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RAYMOND CURRAN <rcurran@frontiernet.net>
Monday, December 19, 2016 9:28 AM
ClassificationComments
rcurran@frontiernet.net; Spada Dan M.; Smith Amy L Esq
Comment letter
Comment letter Boreas_RPC.pdf
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RAYMOND CURRAN
484 Hardy Rd
Wilmington, NY 12997
RCURRAN@FRONTIERNET.NET
“The talk of the ignorant is like the rumblings which issue from the belly.” - Demetrius, The Cynic, Ancient Greek.
Information contained in this electronic communication and any attachments transmitted within may contain information that is LEGALLY
PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL OR EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. It is only for the use of the individual to whom it is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, release, retransmission, copying, dissemination or
other use of, or taking any action in reliance upon this communication, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender by reply e‐mail and permanently delete the material from your computer and destroy any printed copies.
Receipt by anyone other than the intended recipient is not a waiver of any attorney‐client, attorney work product or other privileges.
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ADIRONDACK
I N F O R M AT I O N
GROUP
LLC.

Monday, December 19, 2016
Ms. Kathleen Regan
Deputy Director for Planning,
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99,

Ray Brook, NY 12977
Re: Boreas Tract Classification; Maclntyre Tracts
Dear Director Regan:

I am in favor of classifying most of the Boreas Tract as Wilderness.
In a world with greatly shrinking opportunities for real preservation of lands and habitats please
take this opportunity to offer the maximum protection possible to this exquisite tract of land.
I am in favor of economic growth and empowerment to local communities, as can be seen by
my actions over the years, but in this case I disagree with those that propose mechanical and
motorized access deep into this tract of land. In the long term the real economic value of this
tract to the community will be as Wilderness. Any other classification is to advance short
sighted near-term economic benefits.

Already in our suite of Forest Preserve recreational opportunities we have ample easy access
trails and road ways. Witness the increasing vast over use of protected Forest Preserve lands
that are easily accessible. And in the future there will be increasing pressure for recreational
opportunities In our wild forest areas.

Of the three alternatives proposed by APA I believe that #3 is the best. However, I would prefer
to see all of the land to the Boreas Road classified as Wilderness, to provide more of a

protective buffer. Similarly the 2 Maclntyre Tracts should be classified as Wilderness.

Sincerely,

Raymoikl P. Curran
President and Ecologist

www.adkig.com

484 Hardy Road
Wilmington, NY 12997
Te l . 5 1 8 . 9 4 6 . 2 4 4 5

rcurran@adkl9.com
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Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:45 AM
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Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Raymond Gardner
84-48 64th Road
Middle Village, NY 11379
7188946755
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Sent:
To:
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Raymond Gardner <rgard11379@aol.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River
and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and
we must take advantage of it.
There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness. One such study completed by
the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, it will also help
wildlife connectivity to adjoining wild lands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Raymond Gardner
84-48 64th Rd
Middle Village, NY 11379
7188946755
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Raymond Johnson <johnsorn@westelcom.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 9:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Comment: Boreas Ponds
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Greetings,
My comment on the classification of the Boreas Ponds is as follows;
Please think long term. Look at this issue from 10,000 feet. Get out of the sticky mud on the ground. It will soon pass.
We have a unique opportunity to classify 20,000 acres and more as Wilderness and pass on to our children, and their children,
an area of outstanding value.
This chance will never happen again here. It is up to you to take the long view and preserve the Boreas Ponds Wilderness area
for generations not yet born. It is a treasure!
Your responsibility is for the future voices not yet heard, and not the present ones many of which are loud.
Thank you.
Raymond Johnson
Chazy, NY
518‐846‐8234
www.icsusa.org
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Raymond L. BERKOSKI <Megray49@gmail.com>
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email: Megray49@gmail.com
realname: Raymond L. BERKOSKI
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 9281 Hawkinsville rd.
city: Boonville
State: NY
zipcode: 13309
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract.
My wife and I have been property owners and seasonal residents of the Adirondacks (our camp is below Inlet on
Fourth Lake) for ten years. My family has spent summer vacations in the Adirondacks for almost 40 years and
while I was a Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Syracuse University I conducted USEPA and
NYSERDA sponsored research on drinking water quality in the Adirondacks
I support and appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park.
I am sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic reports that have been
released that show the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. A study by
Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria in the
State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by
the Clarkson University School of Business shows private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25
percent more as compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates
that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I am convinced that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological
integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities. I
urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports.
My wife and I are not anti-snowmobile or motorized off-road vehicles and as tax-paying property owners and
seasonal residents of the Adirondacks we are concerned about the economic health of the region. But we are
convinced based on the pertinent studies that the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
Wilderness and urge the Agency to adopt this classification.
Sincerely,
Raymond Letterman
406 Brooklea Drive
Fayetteville, NY 13066
315-637-5316

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raymond McAndrew <raymcndrw@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 11:03 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Raymond McAndrew
693 Linwood Ave
Buffalo, NY 14209

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raymond Moats <lmoats@isep.org>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 11:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Raymond Moats
Tupper Lake, NY 12986

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raymond philo <rphilo6805@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 8:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Raymond philo
23 Evalon Road
New Hartford, NY 13413

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raymond Ross <athikeray@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Raymond Ross
47 Pine Grove Dive
Pittsfield, MA 01201
4133295999

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

raymond shuler <butchboydc@aol.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

raymond shuler
920A High St
Athol, NY 12810
5187759245

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raymond Wood <rwood001@nycap.rr.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 5:54 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: rwood001@nycap.rr.com
realname: Raymond Wood
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 30 Gates Avenue
city: Gansevoort
State: NY
zipcode: 12831
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raymond Wood <rayw123@roadrunner.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 9:30 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rayw123@roadrunner.com
realname: Raymond Wood
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 36 Luzerne Rd
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rborzik@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rosalie Borzik <rborzik@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rosalie Borzik
11 Johnson Rd
Freeville, NY 13068-9423

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rc keller <Bone354@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:48 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Bone354@aol.com
realname: Rc keller
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 323 old willets path
city: Smithtown
State: NY
zipcode: 11787
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RC McBeth <perfectgame@hotmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 10:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

RC McBeth
Greenpoint
Brooklyn, NY 11222
212-555-5555

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rcbeatty@roadrunner.com
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 3:27 PM
ClassificationComments
NEW STATE LAND...INCLUDING THE ESSEX CHAIN OF LAKES

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

HELLO,
PLEASE CLASSIFY AS " WILDERNESS ". WE ONLY GET ONE CHANCE TO SAVE THIS "UNTOUCHED BY
HUMAN HANDS" LAND AND GIVE NEW YORK THE BIGGEST NATURAL PARK IN THE NATION. ALL OUR
CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS AND GENERATIONS WILL GIVE THANKS THAT "SOME PEOPLE" BEFORE
US HAD THE WISDOM TO SAVE THIS FOR US.
AND YOU CAN BE PROUD THAT YOU ARE THAT SOMEONE. THANK YOU REGINALD BEATTY, 6 MELDON
CIRCLE, QUEENSBURY, NY 12804

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rcbohlman@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Christopher Bohlman
<rcbohlman@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Christopher Bohlman
5758 Leete Rd
Lockport, NY 14094-1210

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rcdvlove@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robyn Devoist <rcdvlove@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 10:09 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robyn Devoist
439 Beach Ave
Rochester, NY 14612-2015

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rclady222@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Deborah Stedge
<rclady222@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:52 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Deborah Stedge
474 New Hempstead Rd
New City, NY 10956-1021
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Sent:
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Subject:

rclbuffalo@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Russell Link <rclbuffalo@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 5:44 PM
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Russell Link
56 Arlington Pl
Buffalo, NY 14201-1338
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Saturday, December 17, 2016 9:40 AM
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Ruth Kotecha
118 Edgars Ln
Hastings On Hudson, NY 10706-1122
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Albright <albright7786@gmail.com>
Friday, December 02, 2016 1:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Albright
3 maple street
Redford, NY 12978
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To:
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Rebecca Badlam <badlam62@me.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 7:00 AM
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: badlam62@me.com
realname: Rebecca Badlam
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 17Everett lanr
city: Waddington
State: NY
zipcode: 13694
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Barkan <rbarkan77@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 4:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Barkan
Babylon, NY 11702

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Bennett <rebabennett7@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 5:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Bennett
16333 State Rte 29
Montrose , PA 18801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Bennett <rebabennett7@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 8:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Bennett
16333 State Route 29
Montrose, PA 18801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Bennett <rebabennett7@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 3:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement in which
54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification. I am writing in support of the Adirondack
Wilderness Advocates' proposal which requests that 19,100 acres of the Boreas Ponds Tract be classified as Wilderness, that the
other 1,200 acres of that tract be deemed Wild Forest, and that the Dam Road be classified as Wilderness as well.
I have previously written about the value of Wilderness as Wilderness: that there can be no price set on the natural environment;
that its' worth lies in what it does to protect water and air quality; that it provides habitat for flora and fauna (some of the species of
which are endangered and occur ONLY in small area of the Adirondacks); and that classifying this newly-acquired land as anything
OTHER than wilderness will put these essential resources in peril.
I now wish to address some more specific concerns that I have heard at the DEC hearings regarding this issue of land classification
and what I have read in various on-line forums.
The issue I would like to discuss in this letter is the idea that classifying the Boreas Ponds Tract of land as Wilderness will somehow
keep the economies of small Adirondack hamlets and villages in a depressed state is insupportable and makes no logical sense.
The economies of small villages (and cities!) throughout our country are suffering because of a major global revolution. Huge
changes are occurring all over the world. I live in the small village of Montrose PA in Susquehanna County. The economy is
depressed here, as it is in many other places in Pennsylvania, New York, the New England states, in Appalachia, the Midwest, in
parts of Canada, etc, etc, etc. [Many people (not me) thought that extracting natural gas via fracking in PA would help the
economies of the towns/cities/state. This has NOT happened, and things are actually worse economically than they were before
the drilling/fracking began. A very small fraction of the population has made money from gas royalties, but most of them have taken
their money and left the state to live in more prosperous areas. Farmers have sold their livestock and farming equipment and left
their houses and barns empty to deteriorate and rot.] Many people in coal-mining states/areas are desperate to find jobs and
support their families. People who made their living in manufacturing jobs like automobile production, machining, etc. etc are
equally desperate. These situations are happening all over the globe, and huge changes need to be made in order to improve the lot
of a large portion of our population.
I do NOT understand how classifying the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wild Forest will do ANYthing to help the economies of hamlets
like Newcomb, Minerva, North Hudson (to name just a few). There are already many people who stay in these towns in order to
access the High Peaks area via Tahawus Road, for example (which requires a minimum hike of 5- 6 miles to get to any of the High
Peaks or Lake Colden or Avalanche Lake). It seems to me that more incentives for small businesses (like hostels, B & Bs,
restaurants, cafes, campgrounds ) to open in villages and hamlets is what will truly help these communities improve their
economies. The owners of Hoot Owl Lodge in Newcomb, for example, have done extremely well with their new business, and
they are planning to open a small restaurant and a new camping area. These amenities will do a LOT to attract active
hikers/paddlers/x-c skiers, etc to this part of the Adirondacks. Most of the people who already stay in small hamlets are willing to
hike fairly long distances to access trails/ponds/streams/etc. Closing Gulf Road to traffic is going to make the area MORE
desirable for people who truly want solitude and peace. The idea that classifying this acres as Wilderness is PREVENTING access
to these lands is crazy. There will be no signs put up to prevent people from recreating in ecologically-sensitive areas (such as the 4
Class I wetlands) in responsible ways.
Another fact is that many of the hikers who complete all 46 High Peaks are doing these climbs as day trips, not as backpack
outings; that means many people hike as many as 18 miles in one day to complete the climb up Allen Mountain, for example. There
are so many people doing the high peaks now, and so few Rangers and DEC & ADK personnel to enforce regulations and to
work on trails that many of the footpaths are in a deplorable condition. Keeping the seven-mile Gulf Brook Road closed to
motorized traffic is not going to keep hikers from this enjoying the Boreas Ponds Tract. It may even help cut DOWN foot traffic on
the currently existing trails that are suffering from overuse.
Thank you for considering these points when making the decision of how to classify this amazing new acquisition of land in the

Adirondack Park. Please choose the option of classifying the entire Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness.
Yours sincerely,
Rebecca L Bennett

Rebecca Bennett
16333 State Route 29
Montrose, PA 18801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Bennett <rebabennett7@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 2:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am firmly opposed to all 4 of the APA classification choices for the 20,758 acres of the Boreas Ponds, and I wholeheartedly
support the Adirondack Wilderness Advocates proposal that 19,100 acres of the lands in question be classified as Wilderness and
that the remaining parcel of the Boreas Ponds Tract, 1,200 acres, be classified as Wild Forest. I also believe the Dam Road should
be classified as Wilderness so it will be closed to all motorized traffic.
I will be 70 years old in May of 2017; I grew up in Phelps NY, in the northern Finger Lakes, and I have lived in Montrose PA for
the last 45 years. I have been enjoying the wildness of the Adirondacks since I was 5 years old. My first backcountry experience
EVER began in the High Peaks when I was 15 years old; my very first climb was up Algonquin with a small group of campers -led by a 46er. During the rest of our week at the Heart Lake Primitive Campground, we climbed 5 more high peaks. To say that
these experiences changed my life forever would be a gross understatement. I had never before seen anything as majestic and
beautiful and peaceful as the wildness of the High Peaks area; I had never even HEARD of this part of the Adirondacks before,
and I felt I was truly in a magical place.
There IS intrinsic value in wilderness AS wilderness. As human beings, we need to escape the noise and chaos of "civilization" in a
wild place where we feel small and humbled by the landscape, the flora and fauna around us, and the seemingly endless
uninhabited, non-motorized -vehicle environment. What we feel and what we learn about ourselves and the natural world in The
Wilderness is priceless and sacred. I don't use 'sacred' is a formalized religious way, but in the sense of understanding that what the
Earth provides for us is absolutely essential to our survival and that we must learn to respect and care for nature so that -- as the
Iroquois knew -- our every action takes into consideration how it will affect our descendants for the next Seven Generations.
As human beings, we need places where we can become "lost" in a metaphorical way. As Henry Thoreau writes in his classic
"Walden": " . . . and not till we are completely lost, or turned round, --- for a man needs only to be turned round once with his eyes
shut in this world to be lost, -- do we appreciate the vastness and strangeness of Nature. Every man has to learn the points of the
compass again as often as he awakes, whether from sleep or any abstraction. Not till we are lost, in other words, not till we have
lost the world, do we begin to find ourselves, and realize where we are and the infinite extent of our relations." ("Walden", Chapter
VIII. The Village)
Any road that allows motorized traffic as close as one mile to The Boreas Ponds is going to prevent the kind of quiet and solitude
that this amazing piece of property can and should provide for hikers and paddlers. The argument that seven miles is too far for a
paddler/hiker to walk is nonsense. Most of the High Peaks area demands at least that much of a hike to access remote ponds,
lakes, rivers, wetlands, mountains, etc. It is a seven + mile hike from the ADK Loj to Avalanche Lake and Lake Colden, but this
has not stopped some people from carrying lightweight canoes to paddle there. There are countless other remote ponds and lakes
in the Adirondacks that fishermen/women and hikers trek to for the kind of solitude many many of us crave. I have continued to
hike and backpack in the Adirondacks (and around the world) since I began these activities 55 + years ago; I can and DO
willingly travel on foot as many miles as I need to so I can experience this kind of wilderness. My body needs this activity, and my
soul and well-being need the feeling of being lost in Nature. Please, please do NOT allow this amazing parcel of land known as the
Boreas Pond Tract to be compromised by an unsound, unnecessary classification of anything other than full Wilderness.
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but no
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Bennett
16333 State Route 29
Montrose, PA 18801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Bennett <rebabennett7@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 2:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to advocate for the Adirondack Wilderness Advocates' position on classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract as 100%
wilderness, including the Gulf Brook Road. I have previously discussed and supported the value of Wilderness AS Wilderness,
especially for this piece of property that will enlarge the Dix Mountain Wilderness area considerably --- creating more than
280,000 acres of contiguous Wilderness. We CANNOT let this opportunity to increase true Wilderness in the Adirondack Park.
This could VERY well be our last chance to expand wilderness in this way.
One of the main reasons we need to designate this new land as Wilderness is for future generations, to guarantee that our children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren, and so on will be able to go to a place where TRUE solitude and wildness exist. As our world
gets busier, more technologized, more motorized, creating greater noise levels, and more light pollution, we and all future
generations will need places where Venus, the crescent moon, Gemini & Taurus, the Milky Way can be viewed in their natural
glory, where we can hear the sound of a Black-faced Skimmer's wings as they flit over a pond or a wetland, the high, ethereal song
of the Black-throated Green Warbler, the sound of snow falling in thick hemlock forests. There is already almost NO place in
ANY national or state park, federal or state lands where one can go to find solitude and total quiet; virtually anywhere humans can
get to, planes can be heard flying overhead in greater and greater numbers. The anxieties and lack of concentration created by
mechanized noise and light pollution have serious detrimental effects on our peace of mind and ability to do our jobs, have healthy
families, feel satisfied with our lives. Increasing rates of addiction, suicide, gun violence, mental illness, anger and frustration can be
caused by many things, but living close to the calming effects of nature and feeling one with the earth can truly heal many ills. I
know several organizations which effectively heal and rehabilitate military veterans with PTSD and other serious mental & physical
issues, lost teenagers who have been on the wrong side of the law because of violent behavior, addictions, mental illness, etc. by
taking these people into remote, serene areas where they learn to recognize their place in the scheme of things, the vastness of the
world and the universe, and how to come to terms with some of the issues preventing them from leading full, purposeful lives.
Over the last 60 years of my life, I have gone to the wilderness to calm my nerves, work out solutions to personal issues, and feel
whole and healthy (in body, mind and spirit) again and again. And I will continue to do so until it is physically impossible. I have
learned that being in a remote area by myself creates such peace and well-being.
For these reasons, I feel strongly that this chance to increase the amount of Wilderness lands in the Boreas Ponds Tract of the
Adirondacks MUST be taken advantage of.
Thank you so much for allowing me to share my ideas about and passionate feelings for this amazing, amazing area of the world. I
have traveled to remote places all over the world, and The Adirondacks provides more comfort to me (and to MANY I know,
and have met) in its Wilderness Areas than any other place I have trekked/hiked/paddled. Please expand this area into 100%
Wilderness so it will remain as precious and sacred as it is now.
Sincerely yours,
Rebecca L Bennett

Rebecca Bennett
16333 State Route 29
Montrose, PA 18801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Bennett <rebabennett7@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 3:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am going to submit one last letter before the end of today, Friday December 30th --- the last day we have to share our
perspectives on classifying the Boreas Ponds Tract. I am strongly committed to the necessity of a 100% Wilderness classification
for this parcel, and my last letter will be in regards to the value of its remoteness. Thank you again for giving the public this
opportunity to take part in the decision-making process for this important issue.
I've been doing some research on the Adirondack Park, as well as on other wilderness areas throughout the lower forty-eight
states, and I am shocked to learn that there are so few areas in the Adirondacks which are 3 miles or more from a road (West
Canada Lakes, Cold River, and Boreas Ponds are the 3 largest parcels). I also discovered that that Cold River area, specifically
Mt Emmons, is the farthest place one can be in the Adirondack Park away from a road, at 4.65 miles (meaning that only 0.1% of
the park is this remote). Classifying the entire Boreas Pond Tract as Wilderness will combine the Dix Mountain Wilderness with this
acquisition to create a contiguous Wilderness area that rivals the size of those in many western and southwestern states. We
canNOT pass up this opportunity to create such a large Wilderness parcel, as it is doubtful we will EVER get a chance like this
again.
I realized while comparing NY State to other states in the lower 48, that we are sadly far behind in preserving true Wilderness. Of
16 other states that have large wilderness complexes (Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Maine, Minnesota,
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington & Wyoming) New York is the ONLY one in the northeast except for
Maine to have any remote areas more than 4 miles from a road. We have a chance to preserve and even EXPAND Wilderness in
our beloved Adirondack Park if we take the only right step and classify 100% of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness. The
future of Wilderness Preservation in the eastern United States clearly rests with us, and future generations will thank us for leaving
them this legacy. Let's make it happen!!!
Sincerely yours,
Rebecca L Bennett

Rebecca Bennett
16333 State Route 29
Montrose, PA 18801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Bretzinger <rebeccaindy@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 3:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Bretzinger
9602 Turnberry Ct
Carmel, IN 46032

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Durham <agoseris@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:53 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Durham
220 north Ave e
Missoula, MT 59801
4063608166
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Durham <agoseris@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:35 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Rebecca Durham
220 North Ave E
missoula, MT 59801
4063608155

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Gaida <ragaida@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 24, 2016 9:58 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Gaida
Grand Forkz, ND 58202
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Sent:
To:
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Rebecca Gillard <Gillhome@aol.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 1:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Rebecca Gillard
88 Saranac inn lane
Saranac lake, NY 12983
6977594154
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Rebecca Hester <rebecca.ann.hester@gmail.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 2:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Hester
Pittsburgh , PA 15237
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Rebecca Howe <rebecca.howe92@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:17 PM
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Howe
Kingston , NY 12401
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Isaacs <rmisaacs@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 4:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Isaacs
330 3rd ave
New York , NY 10010

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Kelly <RKBallet@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:54 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Kelly
579 Broadway, 4B
New York, NY 10012
2124318489

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Lehman <rlemon12257@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 11:27 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Lehman
91 Mansfield St
New Haven, CT 06511

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Mccartney <mccartney.rebecca@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Mccartney
Spencerport , NY 14559

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Miller <becca.fam@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 11:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Miller
Silver Spring, MD 20910

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Nichols <jrswoots@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 2:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Nichols
PO BOX 231
TRIBES HILL, NY 12177

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Nichols <Jrswoots@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 6:56 PM
ClassificationComments
New Alternative Needed for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the Boreas Ponds
land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. The
watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around the ponds. By
allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the environment and the
communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by overcrowding. The Boreas River
south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience with
reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds in order for them
to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to protect this
unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come and protect the Boreas
Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Nichols
Po box 231
Tribes hill, NY 12177
5184233580

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Schmoyer <rebeccaschmoyer@live.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Schmoyer
515 County Route 17
Valatie, NY 12184

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Secore <secorer@optonline.net>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 9:35 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: secorer@optonline.net
realname: Rebecca Secore
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 84 Old Castle Point Rd
city: Wappingers Falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12590
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Torrey <becci.torrey@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 9:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Torrey
77 Pemberton St
Apt 2
Cambridge, MA 02140

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Virgil <Ohiotavern@ntcnet.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:33 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Ohiotavern@ntcnet.com
realname: Rebecca Virgil
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2755 state route 8
city: Codbrook
State: NY
zipcode: 13324
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Yates <wmillsgm@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 12:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Yates
3068 Schroon River Rd
Chestertown, VA 12817
518 494-3085

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Young <rebecca.young0@gmail.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 9:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Young
101 Cherry Avenue
Apt 13
Delmar, NY 12054
5184355232
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Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one‐mile buffer will provide
opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the remoteness of an expanded
High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Rebekah Roberts
3476 Cooper Street
Stone Ridge, NY 12484
845‐687‐6271
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Dalile Ouai
7 Rue De Metz
Mount Vision, NY 13810
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Ebinger
1831 N Van Ness Ave Apt 4
Los Angeles, CA 90028-5660
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Vivian Sciacca
20540 Brian Cres Apt 1
Bayside, NY 11360-1142
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Roger Davis
202 Franklin Pl
Woodmere, NY 11598-1219
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Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Ree Rickard
585 mirror lake dr
Lake Placid, NY 12946
5185232706
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Dear Director Regan:
I write to comment on the Park Agency’s classification of the Boreas Ponds tract. For the reasons set forth below, I strongly
believe the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one‐mile margin to the south, should all be classified as Wilderness.
By way of background, I am a homeowner in the Town of Long Lake, and because this is my principal residence I am registered
to vote – and do in fact vote – here. Except for work in New York City I have spent much of my adult life in the North Country.
I first came to the Adirondacks 30 years ago, attracted by the opportunity to climb rock and ice in a pristine wilderness setting.
Over time I was completely captured by the natural beauty and quiet of the setting, and decided I wanted to make this place
my home. Given my situation, I could easily have chosen to settle in wilderness areas of Colorado, Idaho or Utah, but for me
there was never any realistic alternative to the Adirondacks. And so I built a 4‐season home here, and as a result my three girls
and me are here whenever our schedules permit, hiking and swimming, and, come winter, snowshoeing and skiing – and in all
seasons gathering around a fire as a family in the evenings, conversing, reading and enjoying each other’s company. No place
but the Adirondacks would have provided us with the genuine wilderness and solitude that I established as a “must have” in
choosing a place to settle. I want to be completely clear on this: we would not have built our lives in the Adirondacks if we
could not experience genuine wilderness and truly serene backcountry.
The historic choice the Park Agency must make in the Boreas classification will permanently set the character of a premier
wilderness tract, immediately adjacent to the world‐famous High Peaks Wilderness. According Wilderness classification will
ensure the absence of motorized traffic in the most sensitive areas, and preserve the wild character of this special place for
generations to come. The alternative – although favored by local government officials – will, in my view, sacrifice this historic
opportunity for the short‐term benefit of convenience to a modest number of hunters and fisherman – who in many if not
most cases will simply be selecting a new, local, place to recreate instead of another Adirondack location. In short, opening this
special place to motorized traffic will produce no real gain for the Adirondacks.
I would be pleased to expand on my comments for you or the benefit of your staff if you or they would find it useful.
Sincerely yours,

Richard L. Reinhold
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
787 Seventh Avenue | New York, NY 10019-6099
Direct: +1 212 728 8292 | Mobile: +1 646 591 1539
rreinhold@willkie.com | vCard | www.willkie.com bio
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privileged; email messages to non-clients are normally confidential and may also be legally privileged. Please do not read, copy,
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back. Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP is a limited liability partnership organized in the United States under the laws of the State of
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Reisa Gould-Donath
130 East Ave
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-2617
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rene Beaulieu
Edmonton , AB t5h 0a8
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rene Moulton
PO Box 2625
Brookings, OR 97415
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email: Rbabin7389@aol.com
realname: Renee Babineau
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 8 Curtis Road
city: Wynantskill
State: NY
zipcode: 12198
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Please save Boreas Ponds
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email: rremsmith64@gmail.com
realname: Renee R. Smith
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 22 Spring Street
city: Chestertown
State: NY
zipcode: 12817
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

renee.b.bush@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Renee Bush
<renee.b.bush@everyactioncustom.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 10:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Renee Bush
4260 Gunnville Rd
Clarence, NY 14031-1909

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Renier Scheening <ren46@nycap.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:16 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Renier Scheening
25 Northwood Drive
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

retnavylt1@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of David Trask <retnavylt1@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
We need this for our future generations to be able to have unspoiled and unpolluted areas that are free pf a deluge
of people and vehicles of all kinds et al., and to do anything else is unacceptable and not in keeping with the spirit
of the Adirondack Preserve.
Sincerely,
David Trask
226 Straley Ave
Buffalo, NY 14211-2833

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rex Brown <rxbrown@verizon.net>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 1:55 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rex Brown
17 Prospect St
Greenwich, CT 06830
203-869-8792

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rfa50315@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Auger <rfa50315@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 12:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Auger
50 Sterling Dr
Poughquag, NY 12570-4926

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rfa50315@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Auger <rfa50315@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 12:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Auger
50 Sterling Dr
Poughquag, NY 12570-4926

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rfg111@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rita‐Ann FitzGerald <rfg111@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rita-Ann FitzGerald
834 Walker Rd
Essex, NY 12936-2610

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rhes McKnight <rhesamc@aol.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 12:50 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: rhesamc@aol.com
realname: Rhes McKnight
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: Tuttle Rd.
city: Bridgeport
State: NY
zipcode:
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rhkuehnel@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Kuehnel
<rhkuehnel@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 10:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Kuehnel
6772 Colton Rd
La Fayette, NY 13084-9539

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rhodadir@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rhoda Levine <rhodadir@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rhoda Levine
18 E 8th St Apt 2A
New York, NY 10003-5918

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rhonda Buttacavoli <librnpa@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 26, 2016 10:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rhonda Buttacavoli
270 Reservoir Rd.
Apollo, PA 15613

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rhonda Gatesman <rlwagner@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:39 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Rhonda Gatesman
382 Greentree Dr
Apt F-05
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301
8142276876

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rhondapatern@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rhonda Patern
<rhondapatern@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rhonda Patern
1275 E 51st St
Brooklyn, NY 11234-2246

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rice, Steven <rices@union.edu>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 8:04 PM
ClassificationComments
public comment on Boreas Pond Tract Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

December 30, 2016
1712 Crescent Rd.
Rexford, NY
12148
Kathleen Regan
Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Ray Brook, NY
Dear Ms. Regan,
I grew up in the city of Syracuse and since I was a child, I dreamed of backcountry experiences—my family did not have a
summer camp nor spend much time in the Adirondacks. However, as soon as I was able to drive a car, I began to make extensive
use of New York State public lands. During my adult life, I have lived and worked within the Park (although I no longer do) and
my family and I now spend countless weeks and weekends using DEC campgrounds, primitive campsites and exploring
backcountry trails using our home in Saratoga County as a base. We view the Boreas Ponds Tract as a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to create one of the largest wilderness areas in the Eastern United States. Given its adjacency to the High Peaks and
Dix Mountain Wilderness Areas, it is perfectly situated to provide passive recreational opportunities to residents and tourists alike.
In my view, all four of the proposed alternative classifications allow more motorized access than should be granted in this worldclass landscape. I urge you to consider a new alternative that prevents motorized access on Gulf Brook Road, but that allows
access for passive transportation including horse drawn wagons to provide access to Boreas Pond. These points are more clearly
presented below.
First, road and snowmobile access into the Boreas Pond will detract from the wilderness value of the tract and will likely lead to
much more intensive use of the sensitive wetland habitats. According to the NY Snowmobile Association, there are already
10,000 miles of snowmobile trails in NY and our state is already home to the capitol of snowmobiling in the East (Old Forge). A
trail that skirted the south end of the Tract parallel to the road would allow connection between trails in Newcomb and North
Hudson without allowing motorized travel to the interior of the Tract.
Second, large wilderness areas that exclude motorized access are rare in the eastern US and offer passive recreation and solitude
that is possible in only a few places. Such areas are international destinations as well as local and regional ones. If you have spent
any time in the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness area, which has only trail access, you know that is it an important resource for scout
troops, summer camps, hunters, people fishing, families, hikers and backpackers—it is well used by people within the Park as well
as from other regions. I expect that the Boreas Ponds would be of similar value.
Third, the existing road infrastructure would allow for access from Blue Ridge Road for hikers, but also boating via wheeled cart
and could be made accessible using horse drawn wagons. Such horse access is performed at the Santanoni Preserve and can be a
way to for people to access the pond who may not be able to walk the distance. This would also be a potential small business
opportunity.
Lastly, designating the tract as Wilderness would only be desirable if motor vehicles (and generators) were absent. The present
uses of motor vehicles allowed in Wilderness areas (i.e., rescue operation) should, of course, be allowed.
In summary, I urge you to reconsider the alternatives you have put forward. The state lands within the Adirondack Park benefit all
of us and, as the intensive use of the High Peaks Wilderness shows, wilderness destinations are highly prized—the economic
benefits of this use are clearly visible in the towns of Keene and Keene Valley. A wilderness classification for the tract could help
create one of the largest roadless areas in the east and could be managed to facilitate economic growth; it is shocking that an
alternative that restricted motorized travel on Gulf Brook Road was not proposed--this should be a top priority of the classification
process and the public should be able to provide comments on it.

Sincerely,
Steven K. Rice

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ricgrisaru@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Richard Coleman
<ricgrisaru@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Coleman
6 Duzine Rd
New Paltz, NY 12561-1304

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rich Clark <richard.clark@Teaminc.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 8:00 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Rich Clark
85 East Wolcott Ave
Windsor, CT 06095
8609855993

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rich Fasnacht <Richfasnacht@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 10:08 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Richfasnacht@yahoo.com
realname: Rich Fasnacht
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 417 stoney run road
city: Pottsville
State: PA
zipcode: 17901
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rich Frischmann <wickiupind@netscape.net>
Friday, November 18, 2016 7:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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There is only one way to go, classify all of Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness. Any other classification would be a tragedy. I am
unable do to a recent relocation to enjoy the beauty of this land. However I am still of the firm belief that if you let this slip away
now you will come to regret it later.

Rich Frischmann
1408 Chinqua Pine Drive
Cary, NC 27519

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rich grover <waterfly23@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:49 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
rich grover
52 Minnesota st.
Rochester, NY 14609
585 943 0262

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rich grover <waterfly23@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 9:21 AM
ClassificationComments
New Alternative Needed for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the Boreas Ponds
land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. The
watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around the ponds. By
allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the environment and the
communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by overcrowding. The Boreas River
south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience with
reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds in order for them
to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to protect this
unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come and protect the Boreas
Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
rich grover
52 Minnesota st.
Rochester, NY 14609
585 943 0262

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rich Matthys <matthysr@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rich Matthys
91Ltl Canada Rd
Central Square, NY 13036
3156763895

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rich mcdonald <Mac4353@apl.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 4:46 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Mac4353@apl.com
realname: Rich mcdonald
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 11 Salvatore ct
city: Saratoga Springs
State: NY
zipcode:
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rich Peachman <rcp43@roadrunner.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 2:36 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rcp43@roadrunner.com
realname: Rich Peachman
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 8 Stone Pine Ln
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rich winchell <Rwinchell250@hotmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 9:32 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Rwinchell250@hotmail.com
realname: Rich winchell
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 194 Casey rd
city: Schuylerville
State: NY
zipcode: 12871
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rich4308@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Richard Pansy <rich4308@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:31 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Pansy
99 Burgess Rd
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598-4308

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard A Mody <ramody44@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 9:07 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: ramody44@yahoo.com
realname: Richard A Mody
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 6590 Stage Rd
city: Utica
State: NY
zipcode: 13502
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard and Claire Damaske <Cdamaske@gmail.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 4:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard and Claire Damaske
752 Gravel Rd
Seneca Falls, NY 13148

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard and Sudjai Bentley <bentley@northnet.org>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Richard and Sudjai Bentley
50 Mt Arab Rd
Tupper Lake, NY 12986
5183599300

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard and Sudjai Bentley <bentley@northnet.org>
Friday, December 09, 2016 5:14 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Richard and Sudjai Bentley
50 MOUNT ARAB ROAD PO BOX 786
TUPPER LAKE, NY 12986
5183599300

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Andrews <techcomm@vermontel.net>
Friday, November 04, 2016 10:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the Boreas Ponds land and
other areas near the High Peaks Wilderness.
I am opposed to all four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to recommend to Governor
Andrew Cuomo that he establish classify the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness under the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
Anything less than wilderness classification would subject the ponds to the noise and pollution of motor boats and
floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of peace and quiet for canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Andrews
12 Center St.
Springfield, VT 05156
8028853201

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Anselmo <richa111@yahoo.com>
Thursday, November 24, 2016 11:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Richard Anselmo
Buffalo , NY 14213

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Avidon <Rcavidon@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 8:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Richard Avidon
305 Riverside Drive 1A
New York, NY 10025
9175668584

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Avidon <Rcavidon@aol.com>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 3:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Avidon
305 Riverside Deive
New York, NY 10025
9175668584

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Avidon <rcavidon@aol.com>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 10:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Richard Avidon
305 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10025
9175668584

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Biermann <richrb03@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Richard Biermann
509 Lorimer St.
Brooklyn, NY 11211
917-270-6913

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Bodane <Poobah@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:17 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Bodane
2302 Stuyvesant Drive
Niskayuna, NY 12309

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Bolbrock <rbolbrock@aol.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Richard Bolbrock
12 Renville Ct
Mill Neck, NY 11765
516-558-7707

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Bourgeois <clethera2@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 9:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Apply "Wilderness" Classification to Boreas Ponds and Surrounding Area

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director Regan:
Thank you for your efforts in coming to the best resolution possible in determining whether or not to grant
Wilderness protection for the Boreas ponds and surrounding areas.
While I recognize that not all areas in Adirondack Park can be wilderness, the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
areas are so unique and rare, and have been so protected to date, that they cry out for "Wilderness" classification.
In particular, the uniqueness of the Boreas Ponds area will be at risk if motorized vehicles are allowed near.
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Bourgeois
866 West Road
New Canaan, CT 06840
203 249-8582

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Bowers <rjbowers8@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Richard Bowers
615 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
9086541580

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Bowers <rjbowers8@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 3:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Bowers
615 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-654-1580

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard C Marson <Rmarson@nycap.rr.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 7:30 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Rmarson@nycap.rr.com
realname: Richard C Marson
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 25 Barney Road
city: Clifton Park
State: NY
zipcode: 12065
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Chadwick <rchadwicks@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Richard Chadwick
922 Forest Road
Endwell, NY 13760
6077541058

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Chapman <dmrc1@verizon.net>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 10:12 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: dmrc1@verizon.net
realname: Richard Chapman
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 30 W Walnut St
city: Farmingdale
State: NY
zipcode: 11735
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Commerford Jr. <snoman02hd@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 02, 2016 11:22 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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senders or unexpected emails.
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Dear Ms. Regan:
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,

Richard Commerford Jr.
11 North St.
West Albany, NY 12205
None

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RIchard Cusumano <rcusumano@frontiernet.net>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 4:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
RIchard Cusumano
235 Cassidy Rd.
Keeseville, NY 12944
518-834-3076

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard DeFichy <rdefichy@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard DeFichy
2120 Morrow Ave
Niskayuna, NY 12309
5183728843

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Dwyer <modwy@hotmail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:27 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: modwy@hotmail.com
realname: Richard Dwyer
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: p.o. box 478
city: chestertown
State:
zipcode: 12817
Comments: I support Alternative 1 for Boreas Ponds. This balanced approach would allow for a variety of
recreational uses, including bicycling around the ponds, while still protecting the environment. I believe that
Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild
Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The infrastructure created
during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That same infrastructure is
contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild Forest, according to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a somewhat higher degree of
human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas
Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation
requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is
not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man created more
than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its
commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it
is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the
Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the environment and economic development that
the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and
hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some
measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Edel <edelrichard@yahoo.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 9:39 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
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Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one‐mile buffer will provide
opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the remoteness of an expanded
High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Richard Edel
223 County Highway 107
Johnstown, NY 12095
NA

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Erenstone <erstone1@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 09, 2016 10:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
I would like to ad my comment to the public record regarding the Classification of the Boreas Pond area recently acquired by
the state.
By way of introduction, I have lived in the Lake Placid area for 44 years and approaching my 70th year. I have climbed the 46
peaks, the firetower peaks, the highest 100 peaks and canoed in many lakes and ponds in the park. I am no longer in great health
as I have stage 4 lung cancer. On September 15 my wife and I wheeled our canoe the 2.2 miles into the Boreas Ponds and had a
delightful day on the water enjoying true wilderness and spectacular views. It was an easy walk. Even of us old and infirmed
people can make it!
If I am forced to choose from the four options the agency offers, I would choose Option 4. I firmly believe there should be no
motorized access to Boreas Ponds other than to maintain the dam at end of the pond. Everything else should be Wilderness. I
believe motorized access of any kind would destroy the pristine character of the area. I also believe that if the dam were breached
and could not be repaired, it would also destroy the spectacular canoe/kayak access to the ponds because much of the acreage
covered by water is less than 7 feet which is the dam height.
If I had another choice, I would limit motorized access to within a mile of LaBier Flow but still maintain a maintenance corridor
for the dam. I believe this is similar to the proposal suggested by the Adirondack Mountain Club.
Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion regarding this important decision by the Park Agency.
Regards,
Richard Erenstone
Lake Placid

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Frio <Richardfriood@hotmail.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 10:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Frio
7646 Windsor Drive North
North Syracuse, NY 13212
315 458-5456
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To:
Subject:

Richard G Rothaupt <fortyfords@citlink.net>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 11:04 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: fortyfords@citlink.net
realname: Richard G Rothaupt
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 8 Winding Brook Lane
city: Rhinebeck
State: NY
zipcode: 12572
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. This area should also support
snowmobiles an all winter activities. Vacation areas across the nation are promoting themselves aggressively to
bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas Ponds property cannot join the list of
options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the road leading to and around the ponds
has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and trucks of the foresters and recreational
lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There is no reason I can think of as to why
bicycling would not be allowed there. The roads are already there to support snowmobile trails without tree cutting.
When Governor Cuomo announced the purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and
economic opportunities it would bring to the Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative
1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of the country's family bicycling destinations. We are the taxpayers of this
purchase an request that snowmobiles an winter activities be included . Thank you. Richard G Rothaupt
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

richard george <mrrdgeorge@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 23, 2016 12:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas pond classification‐‐‐‐‐ I have been snowmobiling for over 48 years from N.Y. to
Yellowstone (twice)and into Canada. I have seen all Kinds of arguments of land ‐‐‐‐‐Its my
feeling this land should be classified as Wild Forest ‐‐‐‐Yours Truly R.D...
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Germain <Rfg326@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 11:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Germain
718 Montrose
Tonawanda, NY 14223
7163909349

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Germain <Rfg326@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 8:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Germain
718 Montrose
Tonawanda, NY 14223
7163909349

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Germain <rfg326@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 10:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Richard Germain
718 Montrose
Tonawanda, NY 14223

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Germain <rfg326@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 11:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Richard Germain
718 Montrose
Tonawanda, NY 14223

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Gilbert <Rsgilbert@uuma.org>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:19 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Gilbert
70 Harper St.
Rochester, NY 14607
585-244-7403

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Grayson <richard@karengrayson.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 6:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am a Sierra Club leader who has led numerous trips to the Adirondacks.
I am concerned about the proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and other lands
adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Richard Grayson
134 Seacord Road
Neew Rochelle, NY 10804
9146820037

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard H Dinolfo <rdinolfo@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 3:49 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: rdinolfo@gmail.com
realname: Richard H Dinolfo
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 15 Willow Road
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804-1240
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
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Richard Hajecki <crazyyankeesportfishing@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:50 PM
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: crazyyankeesportfishing@yahoo.com
realname: Richard Hajecki
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 133 Andiron Ln.
city: Rochester
State: NY
zipcode: 14612
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Hammer <tardohammer@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 4:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Richard Hammer
720 Fort Washington Ave
New York, NY 10040
212 740 2566

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Irving <rirving@albany.edu>
Monday, December 12, 2016 12:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Richard Irving
89 Manning Blvd
Albany, NY 12203
518-437-1780

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard J Zuccaro Jr <zuccarorj@roadrunner.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 3:09 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: zuccarorj@roadrunner.com
realname: Richard J Zuccaro Jr
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 56 Helen Dr.
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
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RICHARD JENKINS <jenkr0316@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:17 AM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
RICHARD JENKINS
111 Hicks Street
BROOKLYN, NY 11238
9174742994
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Subject:

Richard Kohl <rtkohl@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:39 AM
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: rtkohl@gmail.com
realname: Richard Kohl
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 23 Chaseview Rd
city: Fairport
State: NY
zipcode: 14450
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
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Richard Lafleur <ricklafleur@sbcglobal.net>
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Lafleur
8 Camille Lane
Canton, CT 06019
860-693-1659

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Lafleur <ricklafleur@sbcglobal.net>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 10:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Richard Lafleur
8 Camille Lane
Canton, CT 06019
860-693-1659

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Ley <peconicbm@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:17 PM
ClassificationComments
New Alternative Needed for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Ley
216 Sherman Street
Lynbrook, NY 11563
(516) 887-9188
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

richard ley <peconicbm@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:44 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
richard ley
216 sherman street
Lynbrook, NY 11563
516-887-9188

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

richard ley <peconicbm@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
richard ley
216 sherman street
Lynbrook, NY 11563
516-887-9188

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Ley <peconicbm@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 5:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Please add septic inspections to your private well testing proposal

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Richard Ley
216 Sherman Street
Lynbrook, NY 11563
516-887-9188

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Linke <richlinke@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:49 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract.
I want to add to the letter below my comment that I've been vacationing in the Adirondack Park for over 60 years
and, while I enjoy power-boating on the larger lakes, I also feel that mantaining and even expanding engine-free
wilderness areas is critically important to our future happiness on this planet.
I support and appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important,
because facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over
recreation, using scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to
Governor Cuomo for the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Rich Linke
Richard Linke
8 Anderson Lane
Princeton, NJ 08540
6096510186

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Loeb <Richard.Loeb@verizon.net>
Monday, November 07, 2016 4:31 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Richard Loeb
29 Brookline Way
New Citry, NY 10956

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Loeb <richard.loeb@verizon.net>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 10:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Richard Loeb
29 Brookline Way
New City, NY 10956
845-558-8008

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Loeb <richard.loeb@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 2:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Richard Loeb
29 Brookline Way
New City, NY 10956
845-558-8008

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Macha <adkpaddle@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 1:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Former Finch Fruyn lands Classification comments

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
In September, I wheeled my canoe and camping gear into LaBier Flow
and Boreas Ponds. I enjoyed the solitude that the area offered. In my
experience one needs to get at least 2 miles away from roads to get
away from the noise of motors - such places are rare in New York State.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative
proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I feel are
inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable
because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none satisfy the
requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the
majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road,
the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic wilderness
values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of
remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the protection of the
natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that
surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main
priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not
only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the maintenance of
Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in
accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This means that the roads
should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently
than other existing dams in Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack
Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty

years, and many of these have become fine additions to the Wilderness
Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of
the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it is crossed by no public
highways. The northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making
portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter.
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals
for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to unacceptable. All four
do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the
place as a wild landscape, solitary and secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas
Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and wild
resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf
Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—not to mention the
two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road.
Here we have the largest, wildest, remotest new acquisition we may ever
see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as
Wilderness. And yet our public officials are preoccupied with roads,
gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with
humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing into a
place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new
challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of artificiality,
humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our
species began.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the
wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the least. Please create
additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and
need for more Wilderness!
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack Park Agency
(APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides
Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds
and LaBier Flow under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.

The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as
Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to the noise
and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive
species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet paddling.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be
allowed is a parking area more than 3 miles from the ponds such as has
been in place this fall. Many folks have visited the ponds this fall (even
someone in a wheelchair) from this point - the area should not become
more crowded and lose its appeal.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and
East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that these
beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Richard Macha
1034 Park Ave
Schenectady NY 12308

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard McCrum <Rmccrum747@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 19, 2016 1:27 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: Rmccrum747@gmail.com
realname: Richard McCrum
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 47 Clarkson Road
city: Chestertown
State: NY
zipcode: 12817
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. We need and demand access to our Adirondacks. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way,
be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the
site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the
road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas
Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those
properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and abilities. This area needs to be classified as WILD FOREST! Public
access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors to the region.
Remember you work for all the people of the North Country. Thank you. Richard McCrum
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard McDermott <tughillmcd@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 14, 2016 8:39 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: tughillmcd@yahoo.com
realname: Richard McDermott
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 491 Albion Cross Rd
city: Pulaski
State: NY
zipcode: 13142
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Medlock <rmedlock3@live.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 3:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Medlock
POB 20412
Cheyenne, WY 82003
307-632-0668

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Meili <meilinys@frontiernet.net>
Friday, December 16, 2016 1:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
For the following reasons, the Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything
less will allow the ponds to be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of
invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking-- for which there are precious few
places in the eastern US.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Meili
8971 Donley Rd.
Waterville, NY 13480

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Monaco <rmonaco@sye.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 12:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Richard Monaco
615 Clarendon st
Syracuse , NY 13210

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Pascucci <rcdjcm@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 10:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the
ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to
the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make the best of this
opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Pascucci, OD

Richard Pascucci
123 Fourth Ave
Caroga Lake, NY 12032
3153813065

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RIchard Perkowski <rcperkowski@frontier.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 3:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
RIchard Perkowski
PO Box 361
Bluff, UT 84512
4356722353

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

richard reisert <reisert@navlaw.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
richard reisert
16 mid place
chappaqua, NY 10514
9145885721

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Rether <dickrether35@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 11:12 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: dickrether35@gmail.com
realname: Richard Rether
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2418 Buckwheat Rd
city: Marietta
State: NY
zipcode: 13110
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Rosen <rarmail281@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 1:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to urge the APA to protect the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as
Wilderness. A Wilderness classification will keep vehicles away from the shorelines and help protect these lands
and waters against invasive species.
Studies have confirmed that anything less than a Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
Several reputable studies have concluded that the Ponds and the sensitive areas surrounding them should be
classified as Wilderness following criteria established by the SLMP.
The APA should be guided by this science which points to the value of protecting this special land. I urge the
Agency to give close consideration to these studies and classify the Boreas tract as a motor-free Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Richard Rosen
13 Kendrick Hill Rd
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518 580 2305

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Rothbard <rrothbard@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 2:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Richard Rothbard
39 Forshee Circle
Montvale, NJ 07645

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Richard S. Loeb <Richard.Loeb@verizon.net>
Friday, December 30, 2016 11:34 AM
ClassificationComments
Full wilderness designation for Boreas Ponds/MacIntyre East/Casey Brook.
BoreasPondsSpeech‐161206‐0.docx

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please see include a speech I made at the Bear Mtn meeting in the comment/feedback process, attached.
Thank you.
Richard Loeb

BoreasPondsSpeech-161206-0.docx

I am here to support the wilderness designation for the full Boreas Ponds tract.
As a regular avid hiker spanning 40 years, with some exceptions, I have hiked and summited all
over the Northeast. This experience allows me to authoritatively state that The Adirondacks,
and specifically wilderness areas rank second to none. They represent some of the most
beautiful, varied and truly spectacular places in the country, and the world. I’m sure that many
of us here will agree with my conclusions.
Battles have raged before regarding Adirondack land designations. Only approximately 44% of
the Adirondack park is state land, and only 20% is wilderness.
The desire for Wilderness designation spans people from all locales and all walks of life – from
large rural landowners to studio dwellers in Manhattan.
The challenge being raised is that Wilderness designation is economically limiting. The truth is
quite the opposite. The tourism draw and reputation of a region is the very reason that people
will come and spend money. If the Adirondacks were not known as a pristine region then does
anyone think that tourism would be flourishing here? In the Adirondack region alone $1.3B was
spent in 2014, up 3% from 2013, $89M collected in local taxes, 21,200 people employed in
tourism. Looks like we are doing OK.
The Adirondacks are being loved to death. Hikers bear responsibility for this too, but the you
cannot even begin to compare the impact of hiking versus what will occur under
mechanized/motorized access. The choice between allowing mechanized access or not is
beyond any doubt - all the difference. Fact: travel anywhere and wherever easy access exists,
the quality of the locale suffers.
My answer to the statement that “we have enough wilderness already”, is “no, we can never
have enough wilderness”. The issue at hand is to thoroughly protect this truly irreplaceable and
amazing place forever, the way that our forefathers did. We need to continue their legacy and
thoroughly protect what we have. This is a unique, never to be repeated opportunity to preserve
something that has taken eons to create, and find its own balance - it is our moral responsibility
to fully protect it.
Without wilderness designation, major degradations of the region will certainly occur: litter,
vandalism, human defecation, illegal access to water features and more. We know this aspect
of the equation and we cannot allow these irreparable consequences to take place. Steadfast
stewardship is the only manner that we can engage in.
More than half of our Adirondack state land allows for non-wilderness access and activities.
The last major designation of Finch land, the Essex Chain saw zero wilderness protection.
Wilderness areas are essential to the economic, and natural health of the Adirondacks. They
represent the core of what the Adirondacks are. We need to resist compromising, diluting and
encroaching on the very fabric that everyone across the board - whether they know if or not depends on…wilderness.
The future of genuine, unspoiled, open spaces is in our hands right now - and we must act
accordingly.
Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Richard Stockton
8 Arlington Pk
Buffalo, NY 14201
716-885-1148
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
richard stolz
52 huckleberry circle
emporium, PA 15834
814-486-6433
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email: Taberrj@hotmail.com
realname: Richard Taber
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 22031 state rt22
city: Hoosick Falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12090
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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In NY state we have a great opportunity to take an area , Boreas Ponds - which is Man Made and open it up to more intensive
use. This includes motorized handicapped access!
We have to many areas in our state park that many older, or disabled, or in less physical condition
to access many of our areas and natural habitat.
We need to be cognoscente that this is a man made area and with the present road/ dam/ access to a limited remote are would be
appreciated by all. We have too much inaccessible state park lands.
We need the least restrictive classification - Wild Forest Classification for Boreas Ponds
I have hiked, camped, fished, canoed, kayaked and hunted this region for over 35 years.
We need access for all taxpayers!
Richard Taras
170 Butler Road
Fort Edward NY 12828
C#518-265-3963
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email: rtaylor@hvc.rr.com
realname: Richard Taylor
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 12 Ziegler Ave
city: Poughkeepsie
State: NY
zipcode: 12603
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Richard Tidd
24 Palmer Road
East Greenbush, NY 12061
5184790170
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Richard Uttich
1803 Carlson Ln
Wheaton, IL 60187
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Richard Valente
36 Barden Lane
Warren, RI 02885
401-245-2533
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I hear that you are contemplating classifications for the Boreas Ponds which allow usages which are contrary to
our forever wild mandate.
Just remember this: Changes made now are irreversible. No matter how inconsequential your changes seem
now, their effect is there for all time and will encourage other, further changes which add to the creeping violation of
the wilderness.
One hundred years from now when we are all dead and buried, people can be saying "what a wonderful thing they
did when they kept this area the way it always was", or they may say "what a shame they let this place become a
parking lot".
Which do you want them to be saying?
Sincerely,
Richard Whitehead

RICHARD WHITEHEAD
3627 COUNTY ROUTE 6
HAMMOND, NY 13646
315-375-8455
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Dear Members of the APA,
Would like to offer the following comments regarding the pending action by the agency in making a determination
for the classification of the Boreas Ponds parcel:
1) Area requires the highest elevation (Priority 1) wetlands status.
2) The parcel deserves the maximum wilderness protection.
3) Imperative to take steps to protect the wetlands and habitat.
4) Prevent use of motor vehicles or establishing parking areas.
5) Limit human intrusion into the designated area.
6) Wilderness area dams do not need to be maintained.
7) Town easements don't preclude wilderness classification.
8) It's important to preserve the remote character of the parcel.
Grateful for this opportunity to offer these important comments. Thank you for your time and consideration...
Regards,
~Richard S. Zazycki
1045 Wallace Avenue
Rotterdam, NY 12306
Phone: 518-356-1655
Sent from my iPad
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Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning , APA

Hello,
I am writing to you to show my support of Boreas Ponds Tract - Alternative 1, as described in the 2016 Classification and Reclassification
DSEIS dated Oct. 14, 2016 and on Map 4. I feel that this classification would provide the best use of the previously developed land, particularly
around Boreas Ponds and major water courses. The other alternatives in my opinion, are not as applicable, based on existing development of
the land and waterways. (dams, roads, gravel pits etc.) All of which will undoubtedly require maintenance and on-going support. (to keep the
ponds character and current ecosystem in place) Lastly, I would like to state, that I am more of a “wilderness supporter”, however since this
property has already been modified by man, I doesn’t seem right to deny access to those who cannot access it by any other means, when the
infrastructure is already in place there for them to do so. Alternative 1, provides both access and wilderness to an Adirondack Park space, that
truly needs both.
Thank you,
Richard Remus
e-mail, BARRDR81@aol.com
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Glinski
859 Mammot Rd
Alden, NY 14004-9212
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Weiss
533 W 49th St
New York, NY 10019-7121
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
We have to protect these few Wilderness areas that we have left. Once gone or the quality compromised, it will be
difficult to recover them.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richanna Patrick
23 Atkins Ave
Cortland, NY 13045-1801
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rich Krulik
231 Locust Ln
Irvington, NY 10533-2315
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

richp48@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Richie Perl <richp48@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 3:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richie Perl
6771 Yellowstone Blvd Apt 6C
Forest Hills, NY 11375-2850
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email: rickchamp39@gmail.com
realname: Rick Champion
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3539 South St.
city: Clinton
State: NY
zipcode: 13323
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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My preference for the Boreas Ponds Tract would be for the entire Tract to be classified as "Wilderness". No motorized
vehicles of any kind, bicycles, or horses should be permitted. So, I urge you to create and choose a fifth alternative ‐
classifying the entire Tract as "Wilderness". If that is not possible, then my second choice would be a plan that prohibits
all motorized vehicles from the entire tract at all times.
Thank you,
Richard D. Grossman
140 Simsbury Drive
Ithaca, NY 14850
and
3960 County Rt. 26
Vermontville, NY 12989
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Sent:
To:
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Rick Newman <r.newman@snet.net>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 3:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rick Newman
3 W. Woodland Dr.
Redding, CT 06896
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rick quay <rdjq692AOL.COM@webpro2.speedingbits.com>
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email: rdjq692AOL.COM
realname: rick quay
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3486 PUTNAM RD.
city: SCHENECTADY
State: NY
zipcode: 12306
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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I Support Alternative 1:
All the property south of Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as Wild Forest. The area within the
perimeter road around Boreas Ponds should be classified Wild Forest. The area north of the ponds should be classified as
wilderness connecting to the High Peaks Wilderness area. The area near and around of the roads does not have the character of
“untrammeled by man” and therefore should be classified as Wild Forest. The Ponds are not natural and have been enhanced
by a spillway and impoundment. The spillways and impoundment should be left so that the current level of the ponds is not
diminished. The spillways and impoundments will take maintenance and therefore must be classified as Wild Forest to allow
for administrative maintenance vehicles. A Wild Forest corridor must be provided up to the south end of the Boreas Pond to
allow for disabled access up to the pond. This is a unique opportunity for disabled access where roads are already built and no
trees need be cut. It is not reasonable to propose a one mile cut trail for the disabled to bring canoes and kayaks to the pond.
Notwithstanding the classification of the property in general, Gulf Brook Road and Trout Pond Road should be classified as
Wild Forest to potentially allow for the use of the roads as snowmobile trails in the future. The trail will provide a snowmobile
trail route to connect Newcomb to North Hudson which would involve the cutting of a minimum of trees. The tract of land
contains over 50 miles of logging roads, multiple bridges that can carry 100,000 pound logging trucks, many culverts, camp
structures, has been logged for about 100 years by Finch Pruyn, and contained at one time a lodge and high voltage power
lines. Finch Pruyn has demonstrated with their 100 years of stewardship of this property that a great deal of access can occur
without a negative impact to the quality of this area.
Thank you for the consideration of my comments.
Sincerely yours,
Rick Ramsay Jr.
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rick Reichhart <Honeoye@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 10:44 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rick Reichhart
6870 Rush Lima Rd
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472
585-563-5735
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email: Rickspencer07@gmail.com
realname: Rick spencer jr.
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 125 cty. Rte. 36
city: Hudson Falls
State: NY
zipcode: 12839
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: rstephan@rickstephan
realname: Rick Stephan
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 121 Tall Pines Lane
city: Indian Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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ridgkathi43213@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Kathi Ridgway
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Kathi Ridgway
85 Covenant Way Apt 100
Canal Winchester, OH 43110-1081
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Riley Robinson <riley.a.robinson@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 9:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Keep Boreas Ponds WILD!
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Good evening,
I am writing to you as a avid fan of the outdoors and a strong supporter of classifying the Boreas Ponds as maximum wilderness.
Growing up in Central New York, I always loved the opportunity to head into the ADKs and escape into the wilderness. As my
career in the Navy took me to various states around the USA, I would always tell my friends - NY is so much more than
NYC...it's gorgeous in the woods!
We need to protect this piece of wilderness and that means minimizing the road access to this gem. As a concerned Russell Carso
expressed in the early 1900's:

"In all our thinking about recreational development, we ought constantly to remember that wilderness and natural beauty
are the real charm of the Adirondacks, and that preservation is as much our objective as helping more people to share our
joy in them."
There are already 6,970 miles of road in the Adirondacks - we don't need more roads or more snowmobile trails. Let's protect
this piece of wilderness as it is - WILD!
Sincerely,
Riley

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Riley Robinson <riley.a.robinson@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 24, 2016 1:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Riley Robinson
22 Woodlake Drive
Gansevoort, NY 12831
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

ringer1124@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Elaina Garone
<ringer1124@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:27 PM
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Elaina Garone
150 Bedford Rd
Armonk, NY 10504-1818
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Rita Coon <Rdrcoon@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 13, 2016 2:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
PLEASE protect this area to its fullest. Very little land is dedicated to quiet simple pursuits that are non-polluting
and cause little environmental damage. Allow this be one of those places!
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rita Coon
131 Main
Mt Morris, NY 14510

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rita‐Ann FitzGerald <rfg111@wildblue.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 4:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Rita-Ann FitzGerald
834 Walker Road
Essex, NY 12936
not available

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rkeri@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rita Tinka <rkeri@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rita Tinka
1675 York Ave
New York, NY 10128-6752

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rkgitto@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ruth Gitto <rkgitto@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 9:20 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Ruth Gitto
3820 210th St
Bayside, NY 11361-1950

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rlim725@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robin Lim <rlim725@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 4:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robin Lim
46 Allen St Apt 2B
New York, NY 10002-5359

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rmeyerpt@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rachel Meyer <rmeyerpt@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rachel Meyer
7 Maple Ln
Huntington, NY 11743-1945

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rmmk2010@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rachael Kast <rmmk2010@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 1:05 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rachael Kast
1037 E Lovejoy St
Buffalo, NY 14206-1032

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Carr <rob@darwinadk.com>
Wednesday, November 23, 2016 11:14 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rob Carr
165 Neil Street
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Clemovich <robbiejobs@yahoo.com>
Thursday, November 03, 2016 4:12 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am a life-long New Yorker. I was born in the Capital District, and every summer, my family camped in the Adirondacks. I now
live in New York City, and I make two camping trips each year to the Adirondacks.
Last October, I made sure to visit the Boreas Ponds. It was on my "to-do" list ever since Governor Cuomo announced it's
acquisition. It really is a lovely place in the Adirondacks, and I hope to return and explore more. I hope that you will please close
off the Gulf Brook Road to vehicles & snowmobiles, and classify this special place as Wilderness. There are people like me who
enjoy the opportunity to escape from the city, and be immersed in a Wilderness. This does wonders for one's heart, mind, and
psyche. Let's grow Wilderness for the people and future generations of New York State!
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of

artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Rob Clemovich

Rob Clemovich
325 West 11th Street #1R
New York , NY 10014

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Dent <robcdent@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 6:42 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rob Dent
New York, NY 10027

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Farkas <bob.s.farkas@gmail.com>
Friday, November 11, 2016 9:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rob Farkas
214 river rd
Jay, NY 12941

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Fitzpatrick <robfitz1987@gmail.com>
Friday, December 02, 2016 7:46 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rob Fitzpatrick
Buffalo, NY 14224

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Guy <rguy327@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 6:39 AM
ClassificationComments
Support

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
My name is Rob Guy and I live at 18 Chester ave Rochester NY, 14623.
I am in favor of and support alternative #1 for the Boreas Ponds tract. Alternative #1 offers the best chance for people like
me to access the land and water.
I also support a classification of Wild Forest for all of the tracts that were mentioned at the public hearing. A wild forest
classification allows many users to enjoy the lands and waters where as a wilderness classification closes the land to a select few.
Thank you.
Rob Guy Chili, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Horton <robert.a.horton@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:29 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands must be Wilderness!
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rob Horton
364 Burr Pond Road
Sudbury, VT 05733
802-273-3223

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Hovey <rhovey1@rochester.rr.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 1:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rob Hovey
Canandaigua, NY 14424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Kapner <robert.kapner@somers.k12.ct.us>
Sunday, October 30, 2016 9:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. I don't believe the proposals adequately protect this national treasure from the many
potential threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rob Kapner
55 Mill Road
Longmeadow, MA 01106
413-567-7048

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Mann <Vtmanns@comcast.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rob Mann
195 Horizon Vw
Colchester, VT 05446
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To:
Subject:

Rob miller <Miller_icu812@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 9:29 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Miller_icu812@yahoo.com
realname: Rob miller
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 762 atateka dr
city: Chestertown
State: NY
zipcode: 12817
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Rob Riley <rriley@northernforest.org>
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ClassificationComments
Rob Riley; Joe Short
Classification Comment Northern Forest Center
Public Comment on Classification Northern Forest Center 12.16.pdf
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Please accept the letter below and attached into the public record regarding Classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract.
December 13, 2016
Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Planning Agency
PO Box 99, 1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
As with other significant parcels in the Adirondacks, classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract is emerging as a wedge, dividing
the environmental community and local towns and villages. This does not have to be the case. Through careful consideration
and direct dialogue, we believe a balance – in which all parties find compromise – can be achieved that secures long term
conservation objectives and provides for local community and economic opportunity.
For decades, central Adirondack communities have experienced significant population decline, resulting in fewer young
families, fewer employment opportunities and increasingly fragile communities. At the same time, the state has invested in
expansion of the Forest Preserve and more recently, a serious effort in building a partnership with local towns and villages to
invest in the future. We applaud this investment in staff time and resources.
While the Center does not advocate for a specific classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract, we do advocate that the APA
consider core beliefs we embrace and promote to advance the region, when making a decision on this important property.
These include:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Use and conservation of the region’s natural resources should directly benefit local communities.
Empowered local voices and ideas will be the foundation of the region’s long‐term vitality.
Integrated approaches to economic, community and environmental issues are fundamental to bringing people
together, reducing conflicts and accelerating change.
Regional cooperation and learning is vital to addressing systemic rural challenges.
Bold vision, leadership and risk‐taking are needed to capitalize on emerging opportunities.
A commitment to treat the land well, honor its many values, and steward it for future generations is essential to
successful long‐term community and economic development.

For nearly twenty years, the Center has served the 30‐million acre Northern Forest region of northern Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont and New York through innovative approaches to community economic development and forest stewardship. The
Center brings collaborative leadership, new ideas, program delivery, investment and public policy expertise to the task of
rebuilding the region’s economy and revitalizing its communities. Our economic development strategy is based on a
diversified, value‐adding economy including wood products innovation, modern wood heat and experiential tourism, and
rooted in a strong land ethic that benefits both people and place.
We’ve seen advances made in the Adirondacks and in other communities across the Northern Forest to move the conversation
beyond the traditional conservation/economic divide. With these beliefs in mind, we also see the opportunity to ensure that a
reasonable balance is secured where local stakeholders are active participants and stewards in the future of their communities
and landscape.
Sincerely,

Rob Riley
President

………………………………………………………………..….

Rob Riley | President

Northern Forest Center | Thriving Communities & Healthy Forests
603‐229‐0679, ext. 115 | cell: 603‐731‐0563
PO Box 210, Concord, NH 03302‐0210
Sign‐up for free information services including the Northern Forest News Digest
Like us on Facebook
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December 13, 2016
Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Planning Agency
PO Box 99, 1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
As with other significant parcels in the Adirondacks, classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract is emerging as a wedge,
dividing the environmental community and local towns and villages. This does not have to be the case. Through
careful consideration and direct dialogue, we believe a balance – in which all parties find compromise – can be
achieved that secures long term conservation objectives and provides for local community and economic
opportunity.
For decades, central Adirondack communities have experienced significant population decline, resulting in fewer
young families, fewer employment opportunities and increasingly fragile communities. At the same time, the state
has invested in expansion of the Forest Preserve and more recently, a serious effort in building a partnership with
local towns and villages to invest in the future. We applaud this investment in staff time and resources.
While the Center does not advocate for a specific classification of the Boreas Ponds Tract, we do advocate that the
APA consider core beliefs we embrace and promote to advance the region, when making a decision on this important
property. These include:







Use and conservation of the region’s natural resources should directly benefit local communities.
Empowered local voices and ideas will be the foundation of the region’s long-term vitality.
Integrated approaches to economic, community and environmental issues are fundamental to bringing
people together, reducing conflicts and accelerating change.
Regional cooperation and learning is vital to addressing systemic rural challenges.
Bold vision, leadership and risk-taking are needed to capitalize on emerging opportunities.
A commitment to treat the land well, honor its many values, and steward it for future generations is essential
to successful long-term community and economic development.

For nearly twenty years, the Center has served the 30-million acre Northern Forest region of northern Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont and New York through innovative approaches to community economic development and forest
stewardship. The Center brings collaborative leadership, new ideas, program delivery, investment and public policy
expertise to the task of rebuilding the region’s economy and revitalizing its communities. Our economic development
strategy is based on a diversified, value-adding economy including wood products innovation, modern wood heat
and experiential tourism, and rooted in a strong land ethic that benefits both people and place.
We’ve seen advances made in the Adirondacks and in other communities across the Northern Forest to move the
conversation beyond the traditional conservation/economic divide. With these beliefs in mind, we also see the
opportunity to ensure that a reasonable balance is secured where local stakeholders are active participants and
stewards in the future of their communities and landscape.
Sincerely,

Rob Riley
President
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Rob Seltzer <rsscpa@earthlink.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:39 AM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Rob Seltzer
18408 West Clifftop Way
Malibu, CA 90265
3102789944
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Thursday, December 01, 2016 1:24 PM
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Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the Boreas Ponds
classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential threats to its clean waters
and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be protected
as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all‐terrain vehicle trespass and climate
change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River
itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. Non‐Wilderness
will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will sabotage this once‐in‐a‐
lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in the region.
Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an accessible trail to the ponds
for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect the Boreas
Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rob and Karen Warren
Rob Warren
8896 Lake Shore Drive
Hague, NY 12836
9147156784
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Rob Westerberg <mainellama4@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rob Westerberg
Wells, ME 04090
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Rob Yawman <robyawman@gmail.com>
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rob Yawman
Rochester, NY 14609
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email: Grossman
realname: Robert
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 4596 Kingsford Terrace
city: Syracuse
State: NY
zipcode: 13215
Comments: Snowmobile should be allowed for this property. I am a taxpayer and I should have the right to ride on
land that is bought with my taxes. I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the
Boreas Ponds classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing
both the economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: Reeve
realname: Robert
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 122 truesdell road
city: Harpersfield
State: NY
zipcode: 13786
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: towsupv@frontiernet.net
realname: Robert A. Moore
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: P.O. Box 157
city: Old Forge
State: NY
zipcode: 13420
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
robert adkisson
164 orleans circle
norfolk, VA 23509
7576275514
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Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the Boreas Ponds
land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. The
watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around the ponds. By
allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the environment and the
communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by overcrowding. The Boreas River
south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience with
reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds in order for them
to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to protect this
unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come and protect the Boreas
Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Ambrosetti
595 Lake Rd
Webster, NY 14580
585‐645‐3538
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

robert ament
645 park ave
rochester, NY 14607
5854428960
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Robert Armao <bob_armao@yahoo.com>
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Greetings,
We have all seen what happens when motorized access takes hold in a "wilderness". It doesn't take long for
environmental degradation to occur. Please preseve the Boreas Pond Tract as the wild land that it should be.
===============
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Armao
5 Broadview Terrace
Troy, NY 12180
518 322 6889

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ROBERT ARMSTRONG <boba422@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 2:19 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: boba422@gmail.com
realname: ROBERT ARMSTRONG
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3432 HWY 28
city: Blue Mountain Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12812
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: pete.austin1965@gmail.com
realname: Robert Austin
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 587 Kindersley Street
city: Canyon Lake
State: TX
zipcode: 78133
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
robert barnett
box 166
washington depot, CT 06794
8606190390
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Belensky
1612 Bonnie View Rd
Wilmington, NY 12997
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Robert Bergdall <robertbergdall@mac.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 3:48 PM
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Bergdall
18 Sheridan Dr
Pawling, NY 12564
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robert biesemeyer <bob12942@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 7:57 AM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
robert biesemeyer
397 hulls falls road
keene, NY 12942
518 576 4450

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Blair <itismebobb@twcny.rr.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 1:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Robert Blair
8584 Woodsboro Drive
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
3153968428

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Bohm <bohmro@optonline.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:55 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Bohm
121 Emerson Ave.
North Babylon, NY 11703
6315876083

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Bottini <bob.bottini@tccglobal.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Robert Bottini
31 Quarter Horse Drive
Monroe, CT 06468
203-913-2067

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Bottini <bob.bottini@tccglobal.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 2:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Robert Bottini
159 Norfolk Drive
East hampton, NY 11937
203-261-3152

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Brand <bbrand215@live.com>
Monday, November 28, 2016 10:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Nov 28, 2016
215 Pinewoods Ave
Troy, NY 12180
RE: Protect Boreas Pond as Wilderness
Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Post Office Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Deputy Director Regan,
I writing to express my support for a Wilderness Classification for the Boreas Pond Tract. As a
member of the the Adirondack Mountain Club (ADK), wilderness recreation is important to me. I offer the following points for
your consideration:
* None of the four alternatives adequately protect Boreas Pond tract.
* The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
* The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from the ponds at
LaBier Flow. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas
Ponds Tract as being reasonable access for canoeists and kayakers.
* I support a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that
these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
* As stated on page 25 of the DSEIS, the APSLMP directs that certain intangible considerations be considered when classifying
land. As stated : "The Adirondack Park provides a wide spectrum of opportunities for remoteness and recreation. The addition of
slightly more than 50,000 acres of land, much of it adjacent to existing Forest Preserve and in particular, the High Peaks
Wilderness, provides the public with new opportunities for experiencing remoteness. The sense of remoteness can be affected by
noise intrusion. "
Please classify the Boreas tract as Wilderness. Thank you for allowing me to comment.
Sincerely,
Robert Brand

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Brooks <robert.brooks66@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 8:16 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: robert.brooks66@gmail.com
realname: Robert Brooks
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 263 Washington Ave
city: Saugerties
State: NY
zipcode: 12477
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Buchan <Rabuchan@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Robert Buchan
18 burgoyne st
West hartford, CT 06110
3154803670

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Buchan <Rabuchan@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 3:37 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Robert Buchan
18 Burgoyne rd
West hartford, CT 06110
3154803670

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Buckley <rebjr50@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Buckley
136 Juergen Pt
Mayfield, NY 12117
5188636392

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Buckley <rbtigger@frontiernet.net>
Monday, November 21, 2016 4:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a three‐mile buffer that
prevents all motorized use from driving within 3 miles of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow north to the
Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and provide the strongest
possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we must not
surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more acres in Wild Forest than
there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60‐mile radius (or even 30) of Boreas Ponds that could
accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for ecological protection and a wilderness experience
at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road gets to the
ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once waterways and
wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
A three‐mile buffer will provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience
the remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south. If horse & wagon access is allowed, handicapped will be
able to enjoy the beauty of the area without having to use motorized vehicles.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If there was
ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide Park protection, this is it.
The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Robert Buckley
136 Juergen Point
Mayfield, NY 12117
518‐863‐6392

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Buckley <rbtigger@frontiernet.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a minimum three mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity
to protect our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Robert Buckley
136 Juergen Point
Mayfield, NY 12117
518-863-6392

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Buckley <rbtigger@frontiernet.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a three mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Robert Buckley
136 Juergen Point
Mayfield, NY 12117
518-863-6392

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Burch <martinhollow1@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 5:19 PM
ClassificationComments
classification of boras tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

please classify the boras tract as wild forest. this area really needs an economic boost that snowmobilers, hunters, and all aspects
of the logging industry brings. as a taxpayer in new york state,i urge the classification to help the local economy and the people that
live in the area.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Burey <tarsbeach@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 11:10 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I would like to see snowmobiling allowed on the existing road / trails. This will avoid any need to cut any trees down and help keep
the land natural and beautiful.
Robert Burey

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Campbell <bcampbell@edinburgmarina.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 5:01 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: bcampbell@edinburgmarina.com
realname: Robert Campbell
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 140 N. Shore Rd.
city: Northville
State: NY
zipcode: 12134
Comments: I strongly support alternative #1. I'm from the Adirondacks, and now own a business in southern
Adirondacks. Boreas property use will in no way affect my business, but with limited use for snowmobiles and
other recreational vehicles, it will certainly help the communities in the area that badly need a winter economy to
survive. The "tree huggers" that desire to exclude anyone that can't hike, or snowshoe it are extremely selfish.
We're not talking about putting condos up; we're talking about letting a disabled man/woman ride his/her
snowmobile through the woods in the middle of the winter.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Carter <searayrob1@aol.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 12:59 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: searayrob1@aol.com
realname: Robert Carter
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 11 Nicole Drive
city: Albany
State: NY
zipcode: 12205
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Chang <rchang1221@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 3:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Chang
164 Woodhull Road
Huntington, NY 11743

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Cirino <Bc8329@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 8:44 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Robert Cirino
Corporate Dr
Westbury, NY 11590
000-000-0000

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Clark <bcfish56@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 10:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Clark
7 Marian Dr
Tonawanda, NY 14150

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Coady <rtcoady@syr.edu>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 5:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Coady
234 Tremont Avenue
Kenmore , NY 14217

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Curry <rcurry@frontiernet.net>
Friday, December 30, 2016 10:34 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Wild Forest

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I hope to see the APA decide on Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Wild Forest.
Lands that were previously private and used a forestry lands, with extensive road networks in place, ‐
Resource Management lands should only become Wild Forest or Intensive Use areas.
This is the only fair classification for area communities that depended on the use of the land, now
becoming public Forest Preserve.
Thank You for all your work on the many land classifications and additions to Forest Preserve in recent
years.
Robert Curry
PO 165 243 Durant Rd
Blue Mt Lake NY 12812
rcurry@frontiernet.net
518‐352‐7355

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Davis <robertglenndavis@gmail.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 9:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Please protect the Boreas Ponds with Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I'm very grateful for the opportunity to participate in the conversation about the classification of the 20,000 acre+ Boreas Ponds
addition to our Forest Preserve. As a longtime New York State resident and an Adirondack Park resident of 3 years now, the
addition of the Boreas Ponds to our Forever Wild lands is very exciting for me and for our many friends who visit our house and
enjoy the wilderness with us.
My partner and I moved from New York City to Lake Luzerne for one reason: the unparalleled treasure of nearly 3 million acres
of forest, lakes, wetlands and mountains. We've spent every spare moment since exploring those lands, as well as investing in the
towns that dot their borders and that we have come to appreciate as a vital source of community for us and our family and friends.
I believe with all my heart that strong wilderness protection and strong and prosperous communities are complementary in the
Adirondacks. That balance is why I chose to live here and why I continue to be a cheerleader for this region to friends in the city.
The Adirondacks are worth the drive to our friends because here we have something that Bear Mountain, the Catskills, and other
New York natural areas do not--a vast, deep, and thriving ecosystem of wetlands, lakes, evergreen forests and wild rivers that
feel, in all the best ways, a million miles from the artificial environment of the city.
The more I've read about Boreas Ponds, the more passionately I am convinced that these gems are a crucial part of that
ecosystem, and as such, should be protected from the disturbances that a road to their shores will introduce. Allowing a road to
these ponds will almost certainly introduce Eurasian milfoil and other aquatic invasives, and speed the way for potentially
devastating forest invasives like the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid.
Once these resources are spoiled, they can't be recovered, at least in our lifetimes and our children's lifetimes, and this gem that
sets upstate New York apart from every other rural area in the country will be gone.
Please consider a classification for Boreas Ponds that surrounds it in the strongest protection available--a wilderness classification
that will keep vehicle traffic from the shores of these ponds and protect the precious waters and fragile habitats they support. The
Adirondacks has many other beautiful lakes and ponds accessible by car--we treasure them, and yet we need to preserve the truly
wild waters still left to us.
Thank you for your time, your consideration, and your leadership.
Yours sincerely,
Robert Davis
5 Lake Shore Road
Lake Luzerne, NY 12846

Robert Davis
5 Lake Shore Road
Lake Luzerne, NY 12846

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert DiMarco <lpbob3@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 10, 2016 2:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please enter my comments to the record. Please add a complete wilderness designation to the present 4 options. Eventually
we have to protect our natural world and not worry about money, jobs etc or we will not have a natural world any more. Thank
You Bob DiMarco Lake Placid.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Dixon <rob.dixon66@gmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 11:06 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Dixon
Sunnyside, NY 11104

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Doud <Upsidedownsailor@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:16 AM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Doud
3182 Aldan Rd
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
6108251234

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Drennon <robert.drennon@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 7:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Drennon
319 West 18 St.
Apt. 17
New York, NY 10011
212-242-7862

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Dubay Sr <rdubay70@frontier.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 5:08 PM
ClassificationComments
land classification Newcomb NY

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I feel the Macintyre East and West should be classified as Wild Forest.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert E Buckley Jr <rebjr50@gmail.com>
Monday, November 21, 2016 4:42 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness, Cat Mountain

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness. Allowing access to the first gate on Gulf Brook Road with horse & wagon access after would allow for the
accommodation of handicapped and keep motorized vehicles away.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds. The Adirondacks
are being overrun in places where access is easy, we need to be limiting access not encouraging more people.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
I also support allowing the towers to remain on Cat Mountain so that Hamilton & Fulton Counties can achieve the coverage they

need for police, fire and ambulance services. I believe that w wild designation would allow the towns the access they need to
protect their citizens.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert E Buckley Jr
136 Juergen Point
Mayfield, NY 12117

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Emerson <bob@mail.cvs.rochester.edu>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Emerson
10 Squire
Lane
Pittsford, NY 14534
585-381-0763

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Engelman <engelmar@bu.edu>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 8:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Engelman
Atlanta, GA 30328

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert F Bauer <Rbauer36@aol.com>
Saturday, October 29, 2016 11:24 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert F Bauer
36Sunset Blvd
Albany, NY 12205
518-869-0502

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Falk <bob_falk@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 6:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Follow the Science ‐ Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
Robert Falk
245 East 25th Street
Apt 6C
New York, NY 10010
212 679 0973

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Robert Farkas <robertfarkas@earthlink.net>
Friday, October 14, 2016 1:57 AM
ClassificationComments
Brendan Wiltse
Classification of Boreas Ponds
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>
> To the board of the APA:
>
> I am writing to implore you to vote tomorrow to table the
> classification of the Boreas Ponds area until further plans can be put forth. Your duty is to live up to the original
mission of the APA. That is, to seek ways to protect and expand precious wilderness areas within the blue line,
while taking into account the well being of the residents. This is an opportunity for you to show strength and resolve
in carrying out this mission. The value of keeping wild lands pristine is incalculable. Such lands are a precious gift
that is within your power to give to future generations. You are the keepers of a sacred trust. A better compromise
can be found.
Thank you,
Bob Farkas
> Board member, Ausable River Association Jay, NY
>
> Sent from my iPhone
>

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Farkas <robertfarkas@earthlink.net>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 2:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification
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Hello. Please designate the Boreas Ponds tract as WILDERNESS. I believe it is an essential step in restoring the
economic viability of the Park. The Adirondack Park is world renowned as a uniquely protected space where,
unlike the national parks, people still live, play and work. It is the wilderness that draws visitors from all over. They
come for the wilderness and stay and spend money in our hotels, restaurants etc. Some, like myself, choose to
move here. Expand wilderness and we will thrive. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
Robert Farkas
214 River Road
Jay, NY 12941

Sent from my iPhone
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Robert fisk <Rfisk89196@twcny.rr.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 7:21 AM
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Rfisk89196@twcny.rr.com
realname: Robert fisk
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 356 county route 10
city: Pennellville
State: NY
zipcode: 13132
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Fonda <R11rjf@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for ipeople with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Robert Fonda
1 kempton place
Saratoga springs, NY 12867
3029829306
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Sent:
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Subject:

Robert Freligh <nac4h2o@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 9:20 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: nac4h2o@aol.com
realname: Robert Freligh
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 291
city: Chestertown
State: NY
zipcode: 12817
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Glennon <oseetahbob@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 14, 2016 6:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Table Motion to Approve DSEIS for Boreas Ponds Tract
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Dear Agency Members,
I respectfully submit your DSEIS is deficient as written in that it simply does not contain a reasonable spectrum of
alternatives for the Boreas, McIntyre or Benson tracts. The courts have consistently held alternative analysis is the
very heart of SEQR.
Until Dr. Dawson spoke yesterday your discussion was 100% directed to who can drive where and how far on
what road in the Boreas--an outset both sad and ominous.
I earnestly beseech you to take the time now, upfront, to get the process right. Please do not let the Governor's staff
once again dictate the content of your professional product. They always diminish it.
Please reflect on how all this looks: "the fix is in."
Thank you for establishing this email forum.
Sincerely,
Bob Glennon

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Glennon <oseetahbob@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 3:21 PM
ClassificationComments
The Boreas Part of Your DSEIS

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
I was employed by the Agency decades ago. Accordingly, in light of Public Officers Law §73(8)(a)(ii), but in no way
conceding it applies here, I submit these comments solely on my own behalf.
Preliminarily, in enacting SEQR, the Legislature made it abundantly clear that it meant business. State policies are
to be interpreted and administered in accordance with SEQR "to the fullest extent possible" (ECL 8-0103[6]) and
agencies are to "use all practicable means" to realize its policies and goals (ECL 8-0109[1]).
Insofar as the Boreas Tract is concerned, the Agency's DSEIS falls far short of meeting those mandates.
First, there really is no "proposed action," contrary to both SEQR and DEC's implementing regulations. SEQR
requires an EIS to set forth "a description of the proposed action and its environmental setting" (ECL 8-0109[2]
[a]). DEC regulations require "a concise description of the proposed action, its purpose, public need and benefits,
including social and economic considerations" (6 NYCRR 617.9[b][5][i]).
Inexplicably, the Agency has taken the position that the proposed action is simply amending the SLMP TO classify
(DSEIS, p. 12), not to classify in any particular way. It has not come forth with any information as to HOW it will
amend the Master Plan to do so.
We respectfully submit, then, there is no way for the Agency to avail itself of the "environmental full disclosure"
function of SEQR, and no way for the public to participate in the process in any meaningful way. The very purpose
of SEQR is frustrated.*
___________________
* Moreover, in taking the position that the proposed action is merely amending the SLMP to classify, in wholly
unspecified ways, the Agency has fallen into a trap of its own making. Amending the SLMP is, of course, the very
subject of the 1979 GEIS. Therefore the proposed action was most assuredly addressed in that document. Given
that the "proposed action" was so addressed, DEC regulations provide that the issuance of a DSEIS means
either that it "was not adequately addressed" therein, or that it "may have one or more significant adverse
environmental impacts" (6 NYCRR 617.10[d][4]).
[BACK TO MAIN TEXT]
Second, and equally egregious, there is no preferred alternative which could serve as the proposed action.
In addition to requiring a description of the proposed action, SEQR requires an agency to set forth alternatives to
the action (ECL 8-0109[2][d]). "The purpose of an environmental impact statement is to provide detailed
information about the effect which a proposed action is likely to have on the environment...and to suggest
alternatives to such an action so as to form the basis for a decision whether or not to undertake or approve such
action" (ECL 8-0109[2], last unnumbered paragraph). An EIS "shall describe the proposed action and reasonable
alternatives to the action..." (ECL 8-0109[4]). EISs must "evaluate ALL reasonable alternatives" (6 NYCRR
617.9[b][1]; emphasis added). DEISs must include "a description of the range of reasonable alternatives to the
action that are feasible..." (6 NYCRR 617.9[b][5][v]). "The description and evaluation of each alternative should be
at a level of detail sufficient to permit a comparative assessment of the alternatives discussed." (Id.)
I note the DSEIS contains the alternative strongly favored by local interests, which might reasonably be considered
one end of the requisite range of all reasonable alternatives. I respectfully submit that thereafter it completely fails
to address an all- or substantially-all Wilderness alternative, the other end. For this reason, the document does not
comply with the above-cited statutes and regulations.

Nor does it comply with the requirements of settled decisional law:
"To be meaningful, any choice among alternatives must be based on an awareness of all reasonable options * * *
The agency must consider a reasonable range of alternatives to the specific project." Matter of Town of Dryden v
Tompkins Co. Bd., 78 NY 2d 331, 333-334 (1991 [Per curiam]).
"An agency must take a hard look at alternatives and consider a reasonable range of [same]." Matter of Jackson v
Urban Dev. Corp., 67 NY 2d 400, 422 (1986).
"The purpose of requiring inclusion of reasonable alternatives to a proposed project is to aid the public and
governmental bodies in assessing the relative costs and benefits of the proposal. To be meaningful, such an
assessment must be based on an awareness of all reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Webster
Associates v Town of Webster, 59 NY 2d 220, 228 (1983).
Here there is simply no proposed action; nor is there a preferred alternative which could be regarded as same.
Moreover, the absence of a preferred alternative renders all four alternatives meaningless. The Agency has simply
tossed the ball in the air. This under SEQR it cannot do.
Lastly, nor may the Agency await the FSEIS to choose a preferred alternative. " The purpose of an environmental
impact statement is to relate environmental considerations TO THE INCEPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS,
to inform the public and other public agencies AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE about proposed actions that may
significantly affect the quality of the environment, and to solicit comments which will assist the agency in
determining the environmental consequences of the proposed action." (ECL 8-0109[4]; emphasis added). "[T]he
omission of a required item from a draft EIS cannot be cured simply by including the item in the final EIS." Webster
Associates v Town of Webster, supra, 59 NY 2d 220, 228 (1983).
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
I shall supplement these legal comments with comments on the merits at a later time.
Sincerely,
Robert C. Glennon
P.O. Box 84
Ray Brook, NY 12977

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Grillo <rgrillo25@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 6:56 AM
ClassificationComments
land
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please make this tract of land , Boreas Ponds,classified as wild forest as so snowmobilers may use this property
to ride on and pass through. Sincerely, Bob G
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Grose <rgrose1949@hotmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 11:54 AM
ClassificationComments; Robert Grose
Boreas Ponds Tract
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Director: As president of the West Canada Creek Assn. Inc. I represent 165 concerned conservation minded people.
After having studied the various proposals for the classification of the Boreas Ponds Track we think that a designation of
wild forest will be good. Classification of primitive would be the best for the area. The area already has infrastructure
that could support many activates. With that in mind we also need to look at the economic benefits that the surrounding
area would gain. Using the West Canada Creek as an example, a 2007 study found that there was a $3 ,000,000 annual
impact on the immediate area. There have been people from other countries that enjoyed the resource. ( Nancy Connely:
2007) With the infrastructure already in place and the accessibility there the only thing that would be lacking would be
the advertising. What ever the economic impact on the various surrounding towns and businesses any thing would be a
bonus. With Governor Cuomo placing emphasis on the upstate economy we would think that a classification of Wild
Forest would be in every ones best interest. We need to stop placing the Adirondacks out of reach of a majority of the
population of the state. As I grow older I, and many of my fellow members, simply can not go on a seven mile one way
hike to avail ourselves of the opportunity to use the resources. Please keep in mind that our tax money is being used for
the purchase of these lands also.
Thank you for your time and consideration
Respectfully
Robert J. Grose
President, West Canada Creek Assn. Inc.
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert H Beecher <robertb4719@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 8:38 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: robertb4719@gmail.com
realname: Robert H Beecher
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2116 county rt 46, --city: Fort Edward
State: NY
zipcode: 12828
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Hedderman <RJHMD1@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 8:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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&sbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Hedderman
56 North Helderberg Parkway
Slingerlands, NY 12159
518-439-4987
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Henry <jhenry1@rochester.rr.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 11:42 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Robert Henry
PO Box 17
Walworth, NY 14568
315-986-1424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert henry <jhenry1@rochester.rr.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 3:03 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert henry
PO Box 17
2240 Academy St
Walworth, NY 14568
315-986-1424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert henry <jhenry1@rochester.rr.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 4:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert henry
PO Box 17
2240 Academy St
Walworth, NY 14568
315-986-1424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert henry <jhenry1@rochester.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert henry
PO Box 17
2240 Academy St
Walworth, NY 14568
315-986-1424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Herzog <Robzog1@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Herzog
651 Delaware ave
Albany, NY 12209

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert horn <rhorntoad@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 2:15 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rhorntoad@aol.com
realname: robert horn
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 26 glen valley dr
city: penfield
State: NY
zipcode: 14526
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Horn <Hrn28whit@ail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 6:20 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Hrn28whit@ail.com
realname: Robert Horn
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 28 Whitney Drive
city: Valatie
State: NY
zipcode: 12184
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Hostetter <rjhostetter63@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:32 AM
ClassificationComments
I support Alternative 1!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I support Alternative 1 for Classification of the Boreas Ponds.” The road network allows for ample carrying
capacity of the property without degrading the environment, the pond itself and the surrounding wet- lands should
be protected through management actions not by providing a classification which only allows access to the most
physically fit. Gulf Brook Rd should remain open and available to a variety of uses and most importantly for winter snowmobile
use.

Bob Hostetter
988 SH 310
Canton, NY 13617

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Huether <bobbyh195350@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 9:00 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Huether
Doylestown, PA 18901

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Huether <bobbyh195350@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 25, 2016 9:49 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Huether
Doylestown, PA 18901

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Ivey <riveypa@comcast.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:25 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
This is a beautiful ,pristine area that needs to be preserved.
Sincerely,
Robert Ivey
636 Winsford Road
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
6105200928

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert J Camoin <bcamoin@earthlink.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 7:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Robert J Camoin
503 S. Shore Rd.
Speculator, NY 12164
(850) 499-0525

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert j. russomano jr <rrussomano5@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 4:27 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: rrussomano5@yahoo.com
realname: robert j. russomano jr
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 607 belleville avenue
city: belleville
State: NJ
zipcode: 07109
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert j. Vickers <Bvick@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 7:01 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Bvick@nycap.rr.com
realname: Robert j. Vickers
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 137 cemetery rd
city: Clifton park
State: NY
zipcode: 12065
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Jacobson <rvj_43@verizon.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:26 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Robert Jacobson
342 Dean St.
Brooklyn, NY 11217
7180000000

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Jacobson <rvj_43@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 12:01 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Robert Jacobson
342 Dean St.
Brooklyn, NY 11217
7180000000

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Jaques <rmtlr@verizon.net>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 10:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Jaques
144 WeYo Trail
PO Box 530
Indian Lake, NY 12842
518-648-0260

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Jaques <rmtlr@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:36 AM
ClassificationComments
Science and Economics say Boreas Ponds should be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Please seize this once in a lifetime opportunity to classify the Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile
buffer to the south as Wilderness. Both science and economics are demonstrating that these places must be
Wilderness in order to best protect the lands and waters from invasive species and motors.
The Wildlife Conservation Society produced a report analyzing the Boreas Ponds and the most sensitive tracts of
the land. The report showed these areas should be Wilderness to make surrounding areas more biologically rich
and diverse, and to enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wild lands. A report by Adirondack Research, LLC
demonstrated that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the criteria provided by the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands, and the most sensitive parts of the tract should
be classified as Wilderness. Lastly, the Clarkson University School of Business produced a report analyzing the
economy of Wilderness areas. The results showed that there is a 25 percent local premium for private lands close
in proximity to Wilderness areas as compared to properties next to state lands that allow motorized recreation.
This report illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
I urge you to reject the four alternatives you have developed and use these studies to create a new alternative that
will classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River, and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. Anything less than
a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity of the Boreas Ponds and
jeopardize the positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Robert Jaques
144 WeYo Trail
PO Box 530
Indian Lake, NY 12842
518 648 0260

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Kogan <koganrob@optimum.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:03 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Kogan
87Main Street
Unit B2
Tarrytown, NY 10591
9146324180

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Kogan <Koganrob@optimum.net>
Sunday, December 11, 2016 7:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Robert Kogan
87 Main Street
Unit B2
Tarrytown, NY 10591
9147152970

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Koppe <rhkoppe@comcast.net>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 12:37 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Koppe
5436 olde stage rd
BOULDER, CO 80302

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Kuehnel <rhkuehnel@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 10:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Kuehnel
6772 Colton Road
LaFayette, NY 13084

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Kurtz <rjkurtz44@verizon.net>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Robert Kurtz
27 Smith Street
Valley Stream, NY 11580
515-561-6429

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Larkin <robertlarkin36@gmail.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 10:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Larkin
87 Red Oak Dr.
Colchester, VT 05446

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert lawson <rjlawson001@yahoo.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 4:56 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please consider a classification as "Wild Forest" for the Boreas Ponds Tract. It would be wonderful for people to
be allowed to bike, hike and snow sled the miles and miles of roads that exist on that property.

Thank You
Bob
Robert Lawson
PO Box 33
Three Mile Bay, N.Y.
13693
rjlawson001@yahoo.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert lefebvre <Grandjpl@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 7:30 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Grandjpl@hotmail.com
realname: Robert lefebvre
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 276 poplar point rd
city: Raquette Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 13456
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Lewis <rhl10x@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 12:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Lewis
Rochester, NY 14607

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Liseno <liseno74@roadrunner.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:26 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Teddy Roosevelt, Gilford Pinchot, and John Muir devoted their lives to preserving a thin slice of what once was a
wild and beautiful country. Together they preserved over 200 million acres from destruction by the robber barons of
the day. You've a chance to do something similar in saving the Boreas Pond from the destruction of invasive
species. Do you part. Make Boreas Ponds an isolated, protected wilderness.
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Robert Liseno
50 Partridge Ln
Lake Placid, NY 12946
518-524-7831

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Loughran <bob.loughran@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 12:50 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Loughran
96 Swan Lane
Levittown, NY 11756
5167314101

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Luquer <luqe110@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Luquer
16839 se80fh Bathurst Ct.
The Villages, FL 32162
3522592253

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert M Goodwin <rmgoody.ny@earthlink.net>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert M Goodwin
12 Mahogany Rdg
Gansevoort, NY 12831
518 5870629

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ROBERT mandel <thumpym@aol.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 9:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
I currently own land (Forestport Black River)just below the Blue Line and am increasingly concerned about
motorized traffic affecting the green areas adjacent to the park...I would be in favor of enlarging the park if possible
to protect surrounding areas...
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
ROBERT mandel
8138 crimson cir
clay, NY 13041
3156997693

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Manganiello <Livingfree1111@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 12:06 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Livingfree1111@yahoo.com
realname: Robert Manganiello
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: Pix 143
city: Severance
State: NY
zipcode: 12872
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Manning <bobmanning@frontiernet.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Manning
12 Cross Rd.
Johnsburg, NY 12843
5182514638

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Marcellus <adkbobmarcellus@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 2:38 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Marcellus
4 Eagle Way
Queensbury, NY 12804
518-961-2456

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Matthies <Rmatt1954@yahoo.com>
Saturday, December 24, 2016 11:26 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Rmatt1954@yahoo.com
realname: Robert Matthies
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 229 crowhill po box 76
city: Indian lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12842
Comments: I am WRITING I FEEL THE ROAD'S ARE THERE OLDER PEOPLE THAT WOULD LIKE TO BE
ABLE USE THIS CAN'T WALK THERE UP IN THIS AREA THERE IS A LOT OF OLDER PEOPLE? writing on
behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the Boreas Ponds property
provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the Adirondack Park that would
provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new category of tourists to the region.
By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for bicyclists to use the existing
logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders through heavily wooded
areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the Adirondack High Peaks.
Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could disembark and walk
the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse through snow, the Boreas can
even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation are promoting themselves
aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas Ponds property cannot join
the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the road leading to and around the
ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and trucks of the foresters and
recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There is no reason I can think of
as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the purchase of this property,
he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the Adirondacks. Bicycling fits
the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of the countryâEUR(tm)s
family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert McDermott <RMcder1947@aol.com>
Saturday, October 29, 2016 2:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert McDermott
22 Atateka Drive
22 Atateka Drive
Chestertown, NY 12817
5184945687

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert mcgrath <rmm457@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 12:16 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rmm457@aol.com
realname: robert mcgrath
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 2390 lancaster st
city: east meadow
State: NY
zipcode: 11554
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert McNamara <bobmac03@optonline.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Robert McNamara
53 Cross Ridge Road
Chappaqua, NY 10514
9142383579

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert McNamara <bobmac03@optonline.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Robert McNamara
53 Cross Ridge Road
Chappaqua, NY 10514
9142383579

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert McNamara <artofwild@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:02 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking. I have been hiking and canoeing in the Adirondacks for 45 years
- in all my trips I have not seen a more beautiful and unique view of the high peaks or experienced a more
interesting and inspiring water body. Allowing motorized vehicle access to the lakes and surrounding would
serious denigrate the sense of tranquility one can find there.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert McNamara
46 Reservoir Drive
Cleveland, NY 13042
3156753522

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Miller <bobinaltamont@verizon.net>
Friday, November 04, 2016 10:49 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I have reviewed the materials available that describe and discuss the proposed use of the Boreas Ponds.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Miller
6314 Hawes Rd.
Altamont, NY 12009

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Miller <bobinaltamont@verizon.net>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 8:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Regarding the Boreas Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness,
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew
Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Miller
6314 Hawes Rd.
Altamont, NY 12009
518-861-6034

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert miseikis <Miseikis1@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 9:13 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Miseikis1@yahoo.com
realname: Robert miseikis
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 393 Lepper rd
city: Fort Johnson
State: NY
zipcode: 12070
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert miseikis <miseikis1@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 4:16 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: miseikis1@yahoo.com
realname: Robert miseikis
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 393 Lepper Rd
city: Fort Johnson
State: NY
zipcode: 12070
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Moore <bob@rbmoore.net>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 7:05 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Moore
Saratoga Springs , NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert OConnor <roconnor@paulsmiths.edu>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 8:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert OConnor
2523 Main Street apt 31
Lake placid , NY 12946

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Park <robert.park@ocdsb.ca>
Friday, November 04, 2016 12:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Park
41 Farnham Cr.
Ottawa, ON K1K 0G3
613-914-5517

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Pearson <jacobfpearson@gmail.com>
Friday, December 23, 2016 8:22 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Pearson
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Platte <dgjerry434@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 6:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&bbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Platte
434 County Route 59
Potsdam, NY 13676
907-440-7189

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Preville <rdpreville@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 4:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Robert Preville
27203 Waters View Circle
Cohoes, NY 12047
5184419946

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Rand <rrand65@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 4:25 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Rand
636 Whitehall Cir
Fairfield, CA 94533
707-426-3103
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert riter <yr12xs@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:33 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: yr12xs@aol.com
realname: robert riter
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 296 wood rd
city: whitesboro
State: NY
zipcode: 13492
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Rosati <brosati@twcny.rr.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 7:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
I am an Adirondack 46er. My family and I visit the Adirondacks as much as possible. I grew up in South Glens Falls and have
spent a lot of my life in the woods. Every time I visit a place like Lake George it saddens me to see how much development is
going on. I would hate to see the same thing happen here in the future. Access by motorized vehicles is going to cause vandalism to
the land. People will litter and leave human waste. There is already enough issues with this without the vehicles allowed on most
trails. Please keep this area wild.
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Rosati
Syracuse, NY 13215

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert rose <mountainhiker50@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:59 AM
ClassificationComments
Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

robert rose
289 mulberry avenue
elmira heights, NY 14903
6077670486

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert rosenfield <supermolar@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:52 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The words WILDERNESS and MOTORIZED USE are MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE. You CANNOT protect the
Boreas Ponds if you allow motorized vehicles in the area-don't kid yourself, and please don't try to kid me.
Sincerely,

robert rosenfield
54 pine lane
adirondack, NY 12808
5168872817

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert rosenfield <blanketyblankblank@aol.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:32 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

robert rosenfield
141 woodmere blvd
apt 4-B
woodmere, NY 11598
5168471282

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Rupp <krecks92@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 12:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Rupp
318 1/2 Scott Ave
Fort Collins , CO 80521
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Salamy <salamfam@roadrunner.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 10:24 AM
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: salamfam@roadrunner.com
realname: Robert Salamy
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 10 Boyer Avenue
city: Tupper Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12986
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you. Robert Salamy
Submit: Send It
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Robert Savarie <savarieanatiques@frontiernet.net>
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: savarieanatiques@frontiernet.net
realname: Robert Savarie
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1447 Co Rte 29
city:
State:
zipcode:
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Robert Seibert <Seibert.Rob@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 12:04 PM
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Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Seibert
708 N Country Club Dr
Mesa, AZ 85201
859-327-5062

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ROBERT Seibert <Seibert.Rob@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 2:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
ROBERT Seibert
708 N Country Club Dr.
Mesa, AZ 85201
859-327-5062
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Shaw <rds4@me.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:51 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Robert Shaw
19 Canterbury Court
East Setauket, NY 11733
6314740632

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Shwajlyk <march25@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Shwajlyk
161 East State St Ext
Gloversville, NY 12078
518-774-9554

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Siegel <oceansidepix@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 5:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Siegel
219 Tompkins Avenue
Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706
914-674-6451

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Smith <bsmithpls@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 6:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Smith
Jamestown , KY 42629

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robert stitt <hugo3715@aol.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 5:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
robert stitt
30 Arthur Avenue
Blue Point, NY 11715
6313632886

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Strebel <bobmail@stny.rr.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 4:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Strebel
1029 knoll dr
Endwell, NY 13760
6072393882

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Strebel <bobmail@stny.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Strebel
1029 Knoll Dr
Endwell, NY 13760
6072393882

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Sullivan <sully@utahfoodservices.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robert Sullivan
212 South Fifth Ave
Northville, NY 12134
801.531.0226

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Szopinski <robertszop@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 11:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Robert Szopinski
8617 caughdenoy rd
Clay, NY 13041
315-698-5456

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Tretin <robert.tretin@gmail.com>
Saturday, November 26, 2016 1:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robert Tretin
Valley stream , NY 11580

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Tyler <robwtyler@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:24 AM
ClassificationComments
Please preserve the wilderness of Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Kathy Regan,

My family loves the Adirondacks for what makes them unique. There are precious few places in where you can paddle or swim in the

sunshine or lie under under the stars and hear nothing but the loons and coyotes, the crackle of the campfire, the wind in the trees,
and perhaps the murmur of a brook far off in the woods. But wilderness must be protected. Humans have a way of trampling
nature, of claiming it for our own purposes. Without a bulwark against this exploitation - and I mean exploitation in the most
insidious of ways, initially, but it is a slippery slope - nature is inevitably and invariably compromised. Development, snowmobiles,
ATVs, motorboats - all will come without a deliberate effort to keep them at bay.
The Adirondack Council is urging its members to remind you that the Boreas Ponds Tract must be classified as Wilderness because
that's what science dictates. No doubt you are well acquainted with all the research that the Council cites on its web page and in the
form letters that it thoughtfully provides to members to sign and submit. I'm a firm believer in science. But that's not why I'm writing you.
We seem to be living through a fact-free era in which science and reason hold little sway with our leaders and policy makers. For me to
say, "follow the science and do what's right" seems - tragically - not to carry the weight that is should in today's crazy world. I trust you
will follow the science, but my plea is more fundamental: wilderness is beautiful, and it will be lost unless we make a deliberate act to
save it. The silence and purity of wilderness binds us to the world in a way that no other experience in this life can match.

We are losing wilderness all over the world. Let's save it in NYS.

Sincerely,
Rob
Rob Tyler
21 Summit St, Fairport NY
585-727-6125
robwtyler@yahoo.com
robwtyler.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Valdovinos <robert.a.valdovinos@gmail.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 11:11 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
Robert

Robert Valdovinos
27 Paulina Street
Somerville, MA 02144

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ROBERT W EGGLETON <rweggleton@itlink.net>
Monday, December 12, 2016 6:07 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rweggleton@itlink.net
realname: ROBERT W EGGLETON
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 33 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
city: ROSCOE
State: NY
zipcode: 12776
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you. Robert Eggleton
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Ward <rw.ward37@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 9:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To the members of the Adirondack Park Agency:
As a firm believer in the importance of wilderness and remote places, I was disappointed to see that the proposed alternatives for
classifying the Boreas Ponds. The Boreas Ponds tract has so many special resource values, ranging from ecological, a high priority
wetland among them, to the psychological and social benefits provided by the wilderness experience offered by such a beautiful,
remote place. It is clear that these characteristics merit classifying all or most of it as wilderness.This would include the closure of
the entirety, not just part, of Gulf Brook Road. The fact that no alternative, not even the new, fourth proposal, including such a
closure was provided is a serious disappointment.
As mentioned during Thursday's discussion of the proposals, there is much more to classifying this land than what it currently is.
What it could become with the right classification must also be considered. Wilderness classification would allow this tract to live
up to its full potential. Anything less would be a missed opportunity. I hope you will seriously consider tabling the motion to move
forward with these as the only options and develop alternative proposals that provide the protection this incredible area deserves.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best regards,
Robert Ward
Queensbury, NY

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Ward <rw.ward37@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 7:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Unfortunately, not one of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract provides the level of
Wilderness protection that this land deserves. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew
Cuomo that provides real Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
Ideally, no motorized use would be allowed at all in order to protect the wild character of these lands, and prevent
the stresses that come even with limited access. At most, the only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that
should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the ponds. This should not be on the table
from the start, but if a compromise is needed this should be the largest deviation from true, motorless wilderness
allowed. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out of Boreas
Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
There is too much at stake to continue with the four insufficient alternatives currently being offered. A Wilderness
tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make the best of this
opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Robert Ward
8 Finch Way
Apt G
Queensbury, NY 12804
6072077600

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Ward <rw.ward37@gmail.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 7:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Moving forward with any one of the four current proposals will rob current and future generations of the opportunity to experience
an expanded wilderness in New York State. With wild lands around the country and around the world under continued threat,
refusing to take an opportunity to expand true wilderness in New York is a step in precisely the wrong direction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Robert Ward
8 Finch Way Apt G
Queensbury, NY 12804

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert White <rwhite002@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 8:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect Boreas Pond as Wilderness
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November 28, 2016
Robert White
3217 Traber Road
Schenectady, NY 12303
RE: Protect Boreas Pond as Wilderness
Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Post Office Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Deputy Director Regan,
I’m writing to express my support for a Wilderness Classification for the Boreas Pond Tract. As a member of the Adirondack
Mountain Club (ADK), and the ADK 46’ers, wilderness recreation is important to me. I offer the following points for your
consideration:
* None of the four alternatives adequately protect Boreas Pond tract.
* The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
* The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from the ponds at
LaBier Flow. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas
Ponds Tract as being reasonable access for canoeists and kayakers.
* I support a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that
these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
* As stated on page 25 of the DSEIS, the APSLMP directs that certain intangible considerations be considered when classifying
land. As stated : "The Adirondack Park provides a wide spectrum of opportunities for remoteness and recreation. The addition
of slightly more than 50,000 acres of land, much of it adjacent to existing Forest Preserve and in particular, the High Peaks
Wilderness, provides the public with new opportunities for experiencing remoteness. The sense of remoteness can be
affected by noise intrusion. "
Please classify the Boreas tract as Wilderness.
Thank you for allowing me to comment.
Sincerely,
Robert White

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Whyland <rwhy980954@verizon.net>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 11:32 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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email: rwhy980954@verizon.net
realname: Robert Whyland
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 7 N. Walnut St.
city: Spring Grove
State: PA
zipcode: 17362-1025
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. I grew up fishing and hunting on these acres. At 77 there is no
way I, and the members of my generation, could enjoy a trip back if this area is put aside. Thanks for this
opportunity to comment. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Robert Zahensky <gottaway@verizon.net>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:41 AM
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email: gottaway@verizon.net
realname: Robert Zahensky
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 123 Chief Nimham Circle
city: Carmel
State: NY
zipcode:
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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To:
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robert.glandon@gmail.com
Thursday, December 29, 2016 9:26 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds ‐‐ Hudson Falls Fish & Game Club recommends Option 1
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To whom it may concern,
Hudson Falls Fish & Game Club, a club of 800 members based in Washington County heartily endorse Option 1 for the
Classification of the lands 50,000+ acres of land that include the Boreas Ponds.
I am the Secretary of the Club, and acting on behalf of our Board and Members in making this request on behalf of the club.
Our club members, mostly living in Washington, Warren and Saratoga Counties, are active sportsmen and women with archery,
clays and shooting sports at our facilities. Many are hunters, fishers, outdoorsmen, cyclists and snowmobilers. We also work
closely with local DEC operations, including providing manpower for fish stocking operations yearly each spring all over
Washington County.
We vote to keep the most possible access by vehicle to the lands in questions to allow the fullest possible use of the area for
sports people and hikers. Many of our members are retired veterans with physical limitations which makes reasonable vehicle
access critical to be able to enjoy the outdoors.
Respectively,
Bob Glandon
Secretary
Hudson Falls Fish & Game Club
1440 NY 196
Hudson Falls, NY
518‐747‐4850
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Sent:
To:
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Roberta Hynes <robertahynes@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 7:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roberta Hynes
135 Delaney Drive
Brant Lake , NY 12815

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roberta Jachym <bnbmcgee@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 4:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the
ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to
the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make the best of this
opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
There is no good reason not to designate the area as wilderness. Climate change is a challenge for everyone, no need to add to
it with air, water and noise pollution, all of which would happen should this area not be designated wilderness.
Sincerely,

Roberta Jachym
7107 West South Street
Westmoreland, NY 13490
3158535376
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roberta Wilding <shelaria@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 9:50 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask you to provide full Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
The current draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are
insufficient. None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of
the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge you to reject these plans replace them with the best option for our
Adirondack Park, a national treasure: Wilderness protection.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more
from the ponds, with an accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use.
The current plans do not meet these standards and would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest
and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Roberta Wilding
190 Rhinebeck Rd.
Cobleskill, NY 12043
518-234-8421

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robertcusick@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Cusick
<robertcusick@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 4:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Cusick
18 Greenlawn Rd
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567-6749
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Subject:

roberthfeuchter@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert H. Feuchter
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert H. Feuchter
17520 Wexford Ter Apt 11H
Jamaica, NY 11432-2898
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Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Koch
2446 26th St
Astoria, NY 11102-2823
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Robin <pokeoview144@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 1:16 PM
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: pokeoview144@yahoo.com
realname: Robin
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 144 Thompson Road
city: Keeseville
State: NY
zipcode: 12944
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robin Bady
85 Chester Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11218
718.633.6651
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Robin Brown <brownrobin1@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:01 AM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Please keep it wilderness! There are sufficient recreation areas that allow motorized vehicles. Please preserve
what is now wild. There is no returning.
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Robin Brown
86 Riley Avenue
Plattsburgh, NY 12901
518-561-7819

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robin Chalifoux <drchalifo@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 10:14 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robin Chalifoux
8255 Ashington Drive
Baldwinsville, NY 13027

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robin Fosdick <malwyn@rocketmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 8:10 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robin Fosdick
Natick, MA 01760

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robin G. Loeb <Robin.Loeb@verizon.net>
Friday, December 30, 2016 11:43 AM
ClassificationComments
Full wilderness designation for Boreas Ponds/MacIntyre East/Casey Brook.
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Please preserve the Boreas Ponds/MacIntyre East/Casey Brook tracts in their ENTIRELY AS WILDERNESS.
Thank you.
Robin Loeb

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robin Loeb <Robin.Loeb@verizon.net>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 10:49 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robin Loeb
New City, NY 10956

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robin Lutz <lutz_robin@hotmail.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 4:31 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Robin Lutz
2305 Tulik Dr
Anchorage, AK 99517
607-280-7442

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robin PANNULLO <ROBINPANNULLO@MSN.COM>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 11:18 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: ROBINPANNULLO@MSN.COM
realname: Robin PANNULLO
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 206 DEERPATH CT
city: SWEDESBORO
State: NJ
zipcode: 08085
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robin Warren <peepski7@aol.com>
Monday, December 26, 2016 10:30 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robin Warren
308 Keyes avenue
Watertown, NY 13601

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robin@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robyn Matra <robin@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 6:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robyn Matra
New York, NY 10028

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robin@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robyn Matra <robin@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 8:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robyn Matra
505 E 82nd St
New York, NY 10028-7142

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robinanddarby@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robin Larkin
<robinanddarby@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Without these wilderness protections, the Adirondacks will just become another Pocono mountains. A loss in
revenue as well as a loss environmentally.
Sincerely,
Robin Larkin
213 Stage Rd
Ballston Lake, NY 12019-2610

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

robpuca@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Puca <robpuca@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
I stand by and ask for wilderness classification to the Boreas Oonds tract. The alternatives offered by the
Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests found within this
pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into the heart of the Boreas
Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Puca
535 Dean St
Brooklyn, NY 11217-2180

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robyn Baker <robynzeid@msn.com>
Friday, November 18, 2016 1:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robyn Baker
Seattle, WA 98118

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robyn Ballweg <Rballweg@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 12:31 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Robyn Ballweg
738 N 17th
McAllen, TX 78504

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robyn Clintsman <robync@tds.net>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 6:29 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: robync@tds.net
realname: Robyn Clintsman
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 716 County Route 17
city: Russell
State: NY
zipcode: 13684
Comments: I support Alternative 1 for Boreas Ponds. This balanced approach would allow for a variety of
recreational uses, including bicycling around the ponds, while still protecting the environment. I believe that
Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild
Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The infrastructure created
during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That same infrastructure is
contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild Forest, according to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a somewhat higher degree of
human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas
Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation
requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is
not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man created more
than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its
commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it
is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the
Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the environment and economic development that
the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and
hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some
measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Rocci Aguirre <raguirre@adirondackcouncil.org>
Friday, December 23, 2016 12:29 PM
ClassificationComments
Willie Janeway; Regan, Kathleen D (APA); Rocci Aguirre
Adirondack Council supplemental comments
APA_Supplemental Boreas_Final.pdf
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Ms. Regan,
Attached are the Adirondack Council’s supplemental comments on the DSEIS. Please let me know if you have any questions or
have any problems opening the attached letter.
All the best,
Rocci
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Raul "Rocci" Aguirre
Adirondack Council
Conservation Director
office: 518.873.2240 x 104
cell: 518.429.9417
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rocco Curcio <adyah2o@gmail.com>
Sunday, November 27, 2016 7:48 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rocco Curcio
Johannesburg , MI 49751

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rochelle DeSormeau <rdesorme@twcny.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 11:39 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness
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Protect it--No motorized equipment allowed....
Once it's gone-it's gone
"The mass of men
lead lives of quiet
desperation "
We need peaceful
places.....!
canoes
kayaks
cameras
legs..... No motors
outside of wheelchairs.
My opinion
Thank You
Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rochelleleethomas@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rochelle Thomas
<rochelleleethomas@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 4:55 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rochelle Thomas
172 W 109th St Apt 5E
New York, NY 10025-2585

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rockbustofleet@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rock Busto
<rockbustofleet@everyactioncustom.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 9:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Rock Busto
853 Pulaski Rd
Greenlawn, NY 11740-1712

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rodney Spencer <spencerrods@neo.rr.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 8:09 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rodney Spencer
1416 W 39 TH ST
ERIE, PA 16509

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rodney Taylor <rtaylo12@rochester.rr.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:40 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once-in-a-life-time
opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough
to protect the Boreas Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be classified as
Wilderness. Anything less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to
infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge
Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other
parts of the Park, it seems counter-intuitive for the state to potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a
limited parking area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without
compromising the ecological integrity of the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the
Adirondack Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly
protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Rodney Taylor
233 Highland Pkwy
Rochester, NY 14620
5852711436

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rodney Taylor <rtaylo12@rochester.rr.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 11:31 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Rodney Taylor
233 Highland Pkwy
Rochester, NY 14620
5852711436

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rodney W Taylor <rtay49@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:36 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rtay49@hotmail.com
realname: Rodney W Taylor
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5909 Petre Dr.
city: Auburn
State: NY
zipcode: 13021
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rodney weaver <Rodney@ruralbolt.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:11 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Rodney@ruralbolt.com
realname: Rodney weaver
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1850 us Rt 11
city: Hastings
State: NY
zipcode: 13076
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rodryfoos@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Dryfoos
<rodryfoos@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Dryfoos
43 Jelliff Mill Rd
New Canaan, CT 06840-6507
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Fursich
9 S Longfellow St
Hartsdale, NY 10530-1348
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Roger Coco
845-284-2366

FREEDOM ADK rev.docx

FREEDOM ADK Boreas Ponds Dec. 2016
The concept of “FOREVER WILD” is a great thing, BUT,
show some “common sense”, maybe a little “compassion”,
YES, let the “grass grow”, the “waters flow”, but lets the
“people go” by the least “aggressive" form of
transportation that will not deny them the right,
guaranteed them under the Constitution, “the pursuit of
happiness, tempered, of course with the reality of safety,
and any other VALID, LEGAL, and ENVIRONMENTAL,
concerns. To restrict access as some would propose is
unfair, unethical, and bigoted. To deny access to the
disabled where the terrain is NATURALLY to steep and
rocky and the flora too fragile to ride over is
understandable but to do so where roads exist, or
acceptable horse trails can be built, there should be no
reason to restrict access of any kind if the correct
maintenance program is followed.
It is unacceptable to restrict access to ANY American
Citizen and especially VETERANS with physical disabilities,
or just ordinary citizens, due to age, injury, possibly
received giving service to this country as public servants.
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For those that want to “rough it”, well they are welcome
to climb all the high peaks in the “dacks”, there are 46
over 3,500 ft., not enough, want more, the Catskills have
36 more, over 3,500ft., still not enough, finish up in
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine and you will have
climbed all the mountains in the north east, that makes
111. Many are trail-less making it more difficult, and if
you still need a challenge you can do them in winter. If
one wants to brag about it they can sign the registers on
top and send for a patch or just be satisfied with
themselves.
Page one of four
Many of these area are only accessible by foot, and “that’s
that”, but where a horse, or a canoe, can go, a motor
vehicle of some type can also go and under certain
conditions permits for access MUST be made available,
whenever possible, for access into ALL PUBLIC LANDS to
prevent age, physical, and gender discrimination.
The DEC for decades has had rules about the landing of
planes on interior lakes, EVEN FOR RESCUE.
It was in the mid 70’s late August, I think. Just dropped
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off 7 kids from a 2 week AYH backpacking / canoeing trip,
at Lake Placid and was heading to the Cold River for the
fall trapping season. Having plenty of time to get there I
detoured over to Lake Colden to see an old Ranger buddy
of mine by the name of Charlie Nolan. He is an
Adirondack legend. No one really knew how old he was,
but he stayed in a log cabin all year round, almost until
the day he died. Well, I came through Avalanche Pass
and got to his place about noon to find him tending a 12
year old girl’s badly swollen ankle. Due to the rule, that
Charlie, either did not know about, or understand,
prevented aircraft from landing on interior lakes. To make
a long story short, I ended up having to run down to
HANGING SPEAR FALLS to bring the group leader up to
date, they had decided to push on and let the injured girl
rest, heal, and / or be taken out with the next group. A
camp counselor stayed with her. The next morning after
Charlie was able to contact rescue services I backpacked
her with the counselor to the trail head where they were
picked up by the ambulance and I never saw them again.
Page two of four
In today’s world there is no need for, HIKING, HUNTING,
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FISHING, MOUNTAINEERING, CANOEING, HORSEBACK
RIDING, once required to SURVIVE, its main benefits now
is HEALTH, EXERCIZE & RECREATION.
In days of old, even Lewis & Clark were not that stupid
they turned down items that helped them with their
mission. They took along a prototype 20 + round
REPEATING FLINTLOCK AIR RIFLE, in 1803, and they would
have taken a few Jeeps, but the Cherokees would not let
them have any.
It is ridiculous that this type of disagreement in policy has
come this far. All one has to do is imagine him or herself
being involved in an accident in the prime of life and
inflicted with such pain that prevents them from doing,
simple tasks, let alone taking a half mile walk to go fishing.
WELL, IN CASE YOU DON’T REMEMBER,
“YOU GET A LITTLE OLDER EVERY DAY”
SOONER OR LATTER ……………………
“YOUR GET UP AND GO” will have
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“GOT UP AND WENT”
REMEMBER MURPHY’S LAW
As we sit in this meeting tonight a young man, only 19
years old, who, just 3 short weeks ago, would have been
able to access any area under APA jurisdiction, and now
may never see an Adirondack high peak again.
Page three of four
On that fateful day he was sitting in the back seat of his
friend’s car who was trying to pass another vehicle and hit,
an oncoming hummer, HEAD ON, a mini second later this
19 year old boy was paralyzed, how bad?, who knows?
We all hope tat he will recover, but that is not the point.
THE POINT IS:
There are thousand of young and old, men and woman,
who will not be able to enjoy themselves on public lands
that they are entitled to except they are not strong
enough to access the “restricted” area. Isn’t ADA
considered at all?
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Restrictions don’t solve the problem, they discriminate
against it.

THERE IS A SOLUTION TO EVERY PROBLEM.
THE TRICK IS TO FIND IT.

Submitted by:

Roger “Strider” Coco
6 Long Ridge Trail
Putnam Valley NY 10579
845-284-2366
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

roger czekaj
52 harding rd
Buffalo, NY 14220
7169014384
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
roger czekaj
41 Hollywood ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220
7169014384
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Dear Kathy Regan,
The Boreas Ponds tract contains special lands that are home to rare species, sensitive wetlands, and magnificent
scenery that will be a treasure for generations to come. I urge the Park Agency to protect the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a buffer one mile to the south as Wilderness. A motor-free Wilderness classification will keep
vehicles away from the shorelines and keep the aquatic ecosystems free of invasive species.
There are many other important reasons why Wilderness is the right choice, beyond water quality. Studies have
confirmed that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity
and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and would undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Wildlife Conservation Society study shows that classifying the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the
tract as Wilderness will better allow wildlife to travel to adjoining wildlands and will make the surrounding areas
more biologically rich and diverse.
Another study by the Clarkson University School of Business shows that people will pay up to 25 percent more for
private property near Wilderness areas as compared with other lands opened to motorized recreation. This helps
to illustrate that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
The Adirondack Park Agency needs to follow science. I urge you to take these studies and the wishes of millions
of New Yorkers into consideration, and protect Boreas Ponds as a unique and special place.
Sincerely,
roger czekaj
41 Hollywood ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220
7169014384
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Kathy,
Attached are additional comments on the classification of the MacIntyre and Boreas Ponds parcels for consideration. Note
that I have also attached two studies which are meant as attachments to my comments. Thank you for considering these
thoughts and for making them a part of the public comment record.
Sincerely,
Roger Dziengeleski
Retired Vice President and Senior Forester
Finch, Pruyn and Company, Inc., and Finch Paper LLC
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Classification Comments
By Roger Dziengeleski
Retired Vice President and Senior Forester
Finch Pruyn and Company Inc. and
Access Adirondack Alliance Steering Committee
12/28/16
Attn: Kathleen Regan,
Deputy Director, Planning,
APA, PO Box 99, 1133 State Route 86,
Ray Brook, NY 12977
1. Science has been mentioned many times in the classification discussions by
those advocating access for a more diverse group of people and
recreational activities, and by those advocating for wilderness. One can
find various studies on the impacts of human recreational activities on
wildlife but no conclusive evidence that any particular activity is more
harmful to wildlife than another (even when comparing foot traffic to
snowmobile use). Attached are several studies/articles on the science of
outdoor recreation. While these studies may be useful in UMP processes
and in forging future management policies, they are not relevant to the
classification process as the SLMP requires classification to be based upon
that parcel’s CAPACITY to withstand use and their characteristics.
2. Regarding classification, it bears repeating that the MacIntyre parcels and
the Boreas parcel characteristics are dominated by extensive road
networks, dams and hunting/logging camps which were used by motorized
vehicles and humans year round. Their capacities to withstand use are
well documented in long histories of intensive human activity including
forest management and timber removal, snowmobiling, ATVing, hunting,
fishing, hiking, trapping, bicycling, and many other recreational uses. These
histories span well over 100 years. Records of the uses specific to these
parcels are available at the Blue Mountain Lake Museum. These records of
use, specific to the parcels being classified, serve as evidence and factual
documentations of human activity, not one point in time studies based
upon theory. Also available at the museum are inventories of wildlife and
habitat conducted by Finch, Pruyn and Company, Inc., during forest
management certifications for FSC and SFI sustainable forestry programs.

Classification Comments by Roger Dziengeleski 12-28-16.docx

These and other studies on the lands being classified were done by
independent scientists during the late 1990s and early 2000s, and after
more than a century of human activity. The inventories show diverse and
abundant wildlife was still very prevalent on the parcels.
Inventories were also conducted by TNC and DEC, again, after more than
100 years of human uses that were much more intensive and expansive
than those allowed under wild forest classification. The ecosystems on
these parcels have shown resilience for over a century and thus the parcel’s
capacity to withstand use.
3. The MacIntyre East and West parcels should be classified Wild Forest in
their entirety based upon the records described in point 2 above as well as
their demonstrated capacity to withstand use. The lone alternatives
currently placed on the table for the MacIntyre East and West tracts by the
APA represent extremely unfriendly classifications for the broad public of
NYS that paid for them.
4. The Boreas parcel could be classified Wild Forest in its entirety based upon
the records described in point 2 above as well as its demonstrated ability to
withstand use. The alternatives currently on the table for the Boreas tract
are extremely unfriendly for the broad public of NYS that paid for them.
Therefore, Alternative one, the option that allows the most public use of
the four alternatives, should be the classification approved by the APA.
5. Regarding the Boreas tract, Alternative one is described as a near even split
between Wilderness and Wild Forest classification. This may be true in
terms of the various laws governing the Adirondack Preserve but in
practical terms regarding use by the public, Alternative one assures only
foot traffic on 20,412 acres. Contrast this with the consistent requests of
Access Adirondack Alliance.
Access Adirondacks Alliance has consistently requested under alternative
one: 1. Automobile use on only 17 acres (7 miles of road 20 feet wide from
the blacktop to the Boreas Dam, of which only 6 miles would be used by
the general public and 1 additional mile by handicapped individuals only);
2. Bicycle and Equine use on no more than 31 acres (from the blacktop to
the 4-corners 6 miles and from the 4-corners up to the Boreas dam, around
the east side of the ponds, then down the west side of the ponds and back
to the 4-corners – 7 miles – for a total 13 miles of road 20 feet wide); 3.
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Snowmobile use on no more than 22 acres (from the blacktop to the 4corners and then left to the property line, approximately 9 miles of road 20
feet wide). Since these individual proposed uses overlap, the total requests
for the multiple uses (biking, equestrian, snowmobiles and automobiles)
cover 17 miles or just 32% of the 53 mile road network on the parcel. 17
miles of road 20 feet wide is 41 acres.
So under alternative one, looking just at uses requested,
20, 412 acres would be open to foot traffic only while 41 acres would
allow access in addition to hiking, of biking, equestrian, snowmobiles and
automobiles. To provide emphasis, alternative one would result in 99.8
percent of the Boreas parcel being accessible by foot traffic only and
00.2% being open to multiple access modes including hiking, biking,
equestrian and automobiles.
If one adds the potential allowed access types from the MacIntyre East and
West parcels, the acres accessible by foot only compared to the acres open
to hiking and other access types, the actual acres used for other than hiking
is so small as to be insignificant. When considering the classification
decisions please keep in mind that the Boreas and MacIntyre parcels
previously provided much greater activity (logging, ATVing and many
multiple access modes not just on the road networks, but also on skid trails
and old sled road networks. The recreational uses of the property were
much more intensive and expansive than those possible under the
MacIntyre Options or Boreas alternative one. It will be unconscionable if
the APA goes even further to keep the public off of these parcels than was
possible under Finch Pruyn ownership.
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Effects of Recreation on Animals Revealed as
Widespread through a Global Systematic Review
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167259#sec012

Abstract

Outdoor recreation is typically assumed to be compatible with biodiversity conservation and is
permitted in most protected areas worldwide. However, increasing numbers of studies are
discovering negative effects of recreation on animals. We conducted a systematic review of the
scientific literature and analyzed 274 articles on the effects of non-consumptive recreation on
animals, across all geographic areas, taxonomic groups, and recreation activities. We quantified
trends in publication rates and outlets, identified knowledge gaps, and assessed evidence for
effects of recreation. Although publication rates are low and knowledge gaps remain, the
evidence was clear with over 93% of reviewed articles documenting at least one effect of
recreation on animals, the majority of which (59%) were classified as negative effects. Most
articles focused on mammals (42% of articles) or birds (37%), locations in North America
(37.7%) or Europe (26.6%), and individual-level responses (49%). Meanwhile, studies of
amphibians, reptiles, and fish, locations in South America, Asia, and Africa, and responses at the
population and community levels are lacking. Although responses are likely to be speciesspecific in many cases, some taxonomic groups (e.g., raptors, shorebirds, ungulates, and corals)
had greater evidence for an effect of recreation. Counter to public perception, non-motorized
activities had more evidence for a negative effect of recreation than motorized activities, with
effects observed 1.2 times more frequently. Snow-based activities had more evidence for an
effect than other types of recreation, with effects observed 1.3 times more frequently. Protecting
biodiversity from potentially harmful effects of recreation is a primary concern for conservation
planners and land managers who face increases in park visitation rates; accordingly, there is
demand for science-based information to help solve these dilemmas.
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North Country Public Radio Story
http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/33118/20161221/what-ifhikers-and-skiers-harm-wildlife-more-than-snowmobilers-and-jetskiers
What if hikers and skiers harm wildlife more than snowmobilers and jetskiers?

Dec 21, 2016 — In the Adirondack Park, snowmobiles and motorboats are banned from
wilderness areas. It's one of the rules that shape how we use the Park. But what if hikers and
paddlers are just as disruptive to wildlife as ATVs and jetskis? What if cross-country skiers
actually do more harm to some animal species than someone on a snow machine?
Those are questions being raised by new research published this month by the Wildlife
Conservation Society.
What if the old rules, the old assumptions, are just plain wrong?
Before we dig into the study, let’s start with a couple of basic assumptions that guide a lot of
thinking in the Adirondacks. The first is that there’s a pretty natural fit between the idea of
conservation and wildlife protection on the one hand and outdoor recreation and tourism on the
other.
Governor Cuomo gave voice to this philosophy during a visit to the Park earlier this year. "You
need to preserve the Park because it's the right thing to do, morally as a citizen," he argued, "and
you need to preserve the Park because it's the asset that's attractiing people."
It's a deeply entrenched idea, that there's a natural fit between protecting, say, a wild trout stream
and giving us humans a really fun and powerful and beautifulplace to go visit. A second big
assumption is that human-powered recreation, hiking and skiing, is better for the natural world
than motor sports like snowmobiles or ATVs.
John Sheehan with the green group the Adirondack Council talked about these wilderness values
earlier this year. "Wilderness being an area where you are not allowed to drive a motor vehicle
or a mechanized vehicle of any kind and where the predominate forces are nature."
A messy fit between recreation and wildlife protection
One of the cool things that scientists do is look at conventional wisdoms like these and ask
questions about them. Are they true? Are they mostly true? Are they just plain wrong?
So Sara Reed, a conservation scientist with the Wildlife Conservation Society working at
Colorado State University looked at this fit between protecting wild animals and opening
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recreation area. She found that it’s pretty messy. "It's something that's been very surprising to
people. It runs counter to our intuition and it runs counter to public perception," Reed said.
But she analyzed more than 270 different research papers and found a clear and troubling
pattern: "Nearly all of those studies, 93%, documented at least one effect of recreation on
wildlife. The majority of those effects, about two-thirds, were negative effects," she said.
Reed found that in many areas where recreation overslaps with wildlife populations, there is a
decrease of animal diversity, fewer animals, and even what she described as "decreased survival"
for some animals.
Next time you go for a hike with your dog, you’re having an impact. Critters all around you are
reacting to you and likely not in positive ways.
Are cross-country skiers better than snowmobiles? Maybe not.
Here’s the next provocative thing that Reed found. She found that for wildlife, motorized
recreation may not be any worse than human-powered recreation. "Studies of hiking and nonmotorized activities observed negative effects on wildlife more frequently than studies of
motorized activities," she said.
Reed says a lot more research needs to be done on this question and she says few of the studies
did side-by-side comparisons of, say, paddlers and motorboat users. But she still thinks that the
findings were noteworthy. "Counter to our intuition and public perception, we did observe
effects of non-motorized activities in these studies more often than motorized activities," she
said.
She thinks there may be some reasons that snowmobiles or jeeps or motorboats could be less
disturbing than, say, a hiker. "Animals may detect motorized recreationists from farther away
and be able to adjust to that activity sooner. So the chance that they will be less surprised."
Another factor is that humans on foot may be scarier and more disruptive to animals than, say, an
ATV: "Animals perceive greater risk from humans when they can perceive human form."
One other wrinkle – and again, Reed emphasizes that more research needs to be done on this –
but one fascinating wrinkle is that human-powered recreation in winter seems to be especially
disruptive. "Another intriguing and to us surprising result of the review was that studies of snow
sports observed negative effects on wildlife more frequently than studies of other activities that
occur in the summer, like hiking."
Reed said studies of winter alpine recreation is an area that needs far more study.
A new conservation about how to manage public lands?
So what do we do with this information? Reed says she thinks land managers,
environmentalists, outdoor recreation groups and others need to have a new conversation about
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the impacts they’re having and they need to be aware that the fit between open space
preservation and outdoor recreation isn’t always seamless.
"It's clear that recreation and conservation will continue to be important goals for protected
lands," Reed said. "What we're saying is that we need to start by acknowledging that those goals
aren't always compatible in the same places for all species."
This Wildlife Conservation Society study could be provocative in the debate happening right
now over new Adirondack Park lands around Boreas Ponds in Essex County where long
established ideas about wilderness and recreation have shaped much of the conversation.
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All,
By way of introduction I retired as VP and Senior Forester from Finch, Pruyn and Company, Inc., and Finch Paper LLC in
June of 2012. I had the pleasure of being involved in the management of the MacIntyre East and West parcels as well as the
Boreas Ponds Parcel for 34 years and know the parcels intimately. Not just their capacity to withstand use and their
characteristics, but also the uses that have occurred on them as well as the fauna and flora that has existed unchanged for
many decades.
Many have commented on these parcels and the focus has been mostly on the acres that would be as classified Wilderness
and Wild Forest. These alternatives represent a tug-of-war between these two primary classification categories and
importantly, the types of use the public will be allowed. I felt it important to look at the split between the actual public
uses that may be allowed by acreage. My comments (attached along with two studies) quantify the acres of the Boreas
Ponds parcel by use (the MacIntyre parcels have but one alternative so a use analysis was not possible!). The numbers
are far from balanced and I hope you will take them into account when discussing the final recommendation/decision.
Having been able to enjoy these parcels for many years I am very concerned that now owned by NYS, fewer members of the
public will be able to enjoy them than when they were privately owned. Please don't let that happen.
Thank you for all the work you do.
Sincerely,
Roger Dziengeleski

Effects of Recreation on Animals Revealed as Widespread through a Global Systematic Review.docx

Effects of Recreation on Animals Revealed as
Widespread through a Global Systematic Review
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167259#sec012

Abstract

Outdoor recreation is typically assumed to be compatible with biodiversity conservation and is
permitted in most protected areas worldwide. However, increasing numbers of studies are
discovering negative effects of recreation on animals. We conducted a systematic review of the
scientific literature and analyzed 274 articles on the effects of non-consumptive recreation on
animals, across all geographic areas, taxonomic groups, and recreation activities. We quantified
trends in publication rates and outlets, identified knowledge gaps, and assessed evidence for
effects of recreation. Although publication rates are low and knowledge gaps remain, the
evidence was clear with over 93% of reviewed articles documenting at least one effect of
recreation on animals, the majority of which (59%) were classified as negative effects. Most
articles focused on mammals (42% of articles) or birds (37%), locations in North America
(37.7%) or Europe (26.6%), and individual-level responses (49%). Meanwhile, studies of
amphibians, reptiles, and fish, locations in South America, Asia, and Africa, and responses at the
population and community levels are lacking. Although responses are likely to be speciesspecific in many cases, some taxonomic groups (e.g., raptors, shorebirds, ungulates, and corals)
had greater evidence for an effect of recreation. Counter to public perception, non-motorized
activities had more evidence for a negative effect of recreation than motorized activities, with
effects observed 1.2 times more frequently. Snow-based activities had more evidence for an
effect than other types of recreation, with effects observed 1.3 times more frequently. Protecting
biodiversity from potentially harmful effects of recreation is a primary concern for conservation
planners and land managers who face increases in park visitation rates; accordingly, there is
demand for science-based information to help solve these dilemmas.

North Country Public Radio Story 12-21-16.docx

North Country Public Radio Story
http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/33118/20161221/what-ifhikers-and-skiers-harm-wildlife-more-than-snowmobilers-and-jetskiers
What if hikers and skiers harm wildlife more than snowmobilers and jetskiers?

Dec 21, 2016 — In the Adirondack Park, snowmobiles and motorboats are banned from
wilderness areas. It's one of the rules that shape how we use the Park. But what if hikers and
paddlers are just as disruptive to wildlife as ATVs and jetskis? What if cross-country skiers
actually do more harm to some animal species than someone on a snow machine?
Those are questions being raised by new research published this month by the Wildlife
Conservation Society.
What if the old rules, the old assumptions, are just plain wrong?
Before we dig into the study, let’s start with a couple of basic assumptions that guide a lot of
thinking in the Adirondacks. The first is that there’s a pretty natural fit between the idea of
conservation and wildlife protection on the one hand and outdoor recreation and tourism on the
other.
Governor Cuomo gave voice to this philosophy during a visit to the Park earlier this year. "You
need to preserve the Park because it's the right thing to do, morally as a citizen," he argued, "and
you need to preserve the Park because it's the asset that's attractiing people."
It's a deeply entrenched idea, that there's a natural fit between protecting, say, a wild trout stream
and giving us humans a really fun and powerful and beautifulplace to go visit. A second big
assumption is that human-powered recreation, hiking and skiing, is better for the natural world
than motor sports like snowmobiles or ATVs.
John Sheehan with the green group the Adirondack Council talked about these wilderness values
earlier this year. "Wilderness being an area where you are not allowed to drive a motor vehicle
or a mechanized vehicle of any kind and where the predominate forces are nature."
A messy fit between recreation and wildlife protection
One of the cool things that scientists do is look at conventional wisdoms like these and ask
questions about them. Are they true? Are they mostly true? Are they just plain wrong?
So Sara Reed, a conservation scientist with the Wildlife Conservation Society working at
Colorado State University looked at this fit between protecting wild animals and opening
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recreation area. She found that it’s pretty messy. "It's something that's been very surprising to
people. It runs counter to our intuition and it runs counter to public perception," Reed said.
But she analyzed more than 270 different research papers and found a clear and troubling
pattern: "Nearly all of those studies, 93%, documented at least one effect of recreation on
wildlife. The majority of those effects, about two-thirds, were negative effects," she said.
Reed found that in many areas where recreation overslaps with wildlife populations, there is a
decrease of animal diversity, fewer animals, and even what she described as "decreased survival"
for some animals.
Next time you go for a hike with your dog, you’re having an impact. Critters all around you are
reacting to you and likely not in positive ways.
Are cross-country skiers better than snowmobiles? Maybe not.
Here’s the next provocative thing that Reed found. She found that for wildlife, motorized
recreation may not be any worse than human-powered recreation. "Studies of hiking and nonmotorized activities observed negative effects on wildlife more frequently than studies of
motorized activities," she said.
Reed says a lot more research needs to be done on this question and she says few of the studies
did side-by-side comparisons of, say, paddlers and motorboat users. But she still thinks that the
findings were noteworthy. "Counter to our intuition and public perception, we did observe
effects of non-motorized activities in these studies more often than motorized activities," she
said.
She thinks there may be some reasons that snowmobiles or jeeps or motorboats could be less
disturbing than, say, a hiker. "Animals may detect motorized recreationists from farther away
and be able to adjust to that activity sooner. So the chance that they will be less surprised."
Another factor is that humans on foot may be scarier and more disruptive to animals than, say, an
ATV: "Animals perceive greater risk from humans when they can perceive human form."
One other wrinkle – and again, Reed emphasizes that more research needs to be done on this –
but one fascinating wrinkle is that human-powered recreation in winter seems to be especially
disruptive. "Another intriguing and to us surprising result of the review was that studies of snow
sports observed negative effects on wildlife more frequently than studies of other activities that
occur in the summer, like hiking."
Reed said studies of winter alpine recreation is an area that needs far more study.
A new conservation about how to manage public lands?
So what do we do with this information? Reed says she thinks land managers,
environmentalists, outdoor recreation groups and others need to have a new conversation about
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the impacts they’re having and they need to be aware that the fit between open space
preservation and outdoor recreation isn’t always seamless.
"It's clear that recreation and conservation will continue to be important goals for protected
lands," Reed said. "What we're saying is that we need to start by acknowledging that those goals
aren't always compatible in the same places for all species."
This Wildlife Conservation Society study could be provocative in the debate happening right
now over new Adirondack Park lands around Boreas Ponds in Essex County where long
established ideas about wilderness and recreation have shaped much of the conversation.
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Classification Comments
By Roger Dziengeleski
Retired Vice President and Senior Forester
Finch Pruyn and Company Inc. and
Access Adirondack Alliance Steering Committee
12/28/16
Attn: Kathleen Regan,
Deputy Director, Planning,
APA, PO Box 99, 1133 State Route 86,
Ray Brook, NY 12977
1. Science has been mentioned many times in the classification discussions by
those advocating access for a more diverse group of people and
recreational activities, and by those advocating for wilderness. One can
find various studies on the impacts of human recreational activities on
wildlife but no conclusive evidence that any particular activity is more
harmful to wildlife than another (even when comparing foot traffic to
snowmobile use). Attached are several studies/articles on the science of
outdoor recreation. While these studies may be useful in UMP processes
and in forging future management policies, they are not relevant to the
classification process as the SLMP requires classification to be based upon
that parcel’s CAPACITY to withstand use and their characteristics.
2. Regarding classification, it bears repeating that the MacIntyre parcels and
the Boreas parcel characteristics are dominated by extensive road
networks, dams and hunting/logging camps which were used by motorized
vehicles and humans year round. Their capacities to withstand use are
well documented in long histories of intensive human activity including
forest management and timber removal, snowmobiling, ATVing, hunting,
fishing, hiking, trapping, bicycling, and many other recreational uses. These
histories span well over 100 years. Records of the uses specific to these
parcels are available at the Blue Mountain Lake Museum. These records of
use, specific to the parcels being classified, serve as evidence and factual
documentations of human activity, not one point in time studies based
upon theory. Also available at the museum are inventories of wildlife and
habitat conducted by Finch, Pruyn and Company, Inc., during forest
management certifications for FSC and SFI sustainable forestry programs.
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These and other studies on the lands being classified were done by
independent scientists during the late 1990s and early 2000s, and after
more than a century of human activity. The inventories show diverse and
abundant wildlife was still very prevalent on the parcels.
Inventories were also conducted by TNC and DEC, again, after more than
100 years of human uses that were much more intensive and expansive
than those allowed under wild forest classification. The ecosystems on
these parcels have shown resilience for over a century and thus the parcel’s
capacity to withstand use.
3. The MacIntyre East and West parcels should be classified Wild Forest in
their entirety based upon the records described in point 2 above as well as
their demonstrated capacity to withstand use. The lone alternatives
currently placed on the table for the MacIntyre East and West tracts by the
APA represent extremely unfriendly classifications for the broad public of
NYS that paid for them.
4. The Boreas parcel could be classified Wild Forest in its entirety based upon
the records described in point 2 above as well as its demonstrated ability to
withstand use. The alternatives currently on the table for the Boreas tract
are extremely unfriendly for the broad public of NYS that paid for them.
Therefore, Alternative one, the option that allows the most public use of
the four alternatives, should be the classification approved by the APA.
5. Regarding the Boreas tract, Alternative one is described as a near even split
between Wilderness and Wild Forest classification. This may be true in
terms of the various laws governing the Adirondack Preserve but in
practical terms regarding use by the public, Alternative one assures only
foot traffic on 20,412 acres. Contrast this with the consistent requests of
Access Adirondack Alliance.
Access Adirondacks Alliance has consistently requested under alternative
one: 1. Automobile use on only 17 acres (7 miles of road 20 feet wide from
the blacktop to the Boreas Dam, of which only 6 miles would be used by
the general public and 1 additional mile by handicapped individuals only);
2. Bicycle and Equine use on no more than 31 acres (from the blacktop to
the 4-corners 6 miles and from the 4-corners up to the Boreas dam, around
the east side of the ponds, then down the west side of the ponds and back
to the 4-corners – 7 miles – for a total 13 miles of road 20 feet wide); 3.
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Snowmobile use on no more than 22 acres (from the blacktop to the 4corners and then left to the property line, approximately 9 miles of road 20
feet wide). Since these individual proposed uses overlap, the total requests
for the multiple uses (biking, equestrian, snowmobiles and automobiles)
cover 17 miles or just 32% of the 53 mile road network on the parcel. 17
miles of road 20 feet wide is 41 acres.
So under alternative one, looking just at uses requested,
20, 412 acres would be open to foot traffic only while 41 acres would
allow access in addition to hiking, of biking, equestrian, snowmobiles and
automobiles. To provide emphasis, alternative one would result in 99.8
percent of the Boreas parcel being accessible by foot traffic only and
00.2% being open to multiple access modes including hiking, biking,
equestrian and automobiles.
If one adds the potential allowed access types from the MacIntyre East and
West parcels, the acres accessible by foot only compared to the acres open
to hiking and other access types, the actual acres used for other than hiking
is so small as to be insignificant. When considering the classification
decisions please keep in mind that the Boreas and MacIntyre parcels
previously provided much greater activity (logging, ATVing and many
multiple access modes not just on the road networks, but also on skid trails
and old sled road networks. The recreational uses of the property were
much more intensive and expansive than those possible under the
MacIntyre Options or Boreas alternative one. It will be unconscionable if
the APA goes even further to keep the public off of these parcels than was
possible under Finch Pruyn ownership.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

roger dziengeleski <roger_dziengeleski@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 7:40 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas and MacIntyre parcels by Roger Dziengeleski
Roger Dziengeleski Classification Comments 12‐30‐16.docx

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Kathy,
Just a few final thoughts on classification of these parcels that may not have mentioned yet. Thanks for the chance to
comments.
Sincerely,
Roger Dziengeleski
Retired Vice President and Senior Forester
Finch Pruyn and Company, Inc., and Finch Paper
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Classification Comments
By Roger Dziengeleski
Retired Vice President and Senior Forester
Finch Pruyn and Company Inc. and
Access Adirondack Alliance Steering Committee
12/30/16
Attn: Kathleen Regan,
Deputy Director, Planning,
APA, PO Box 99, 1133 State Route 86,
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Final Comments for the MacIntyre East and West and Boreas Ponds Parcels
1. Tax Payers Paid for the Roads, Bridges and Buildings
Roads. The logging roads on these parcels contributed to the price NYS
paid to purchase them. As an example, using a cost basis and the 14.5
million dollar Boreas parcel as an example, the 53 mile road network
contributed approximately $1,300,000 or almost 10% of the purchase price
($25,000 per mile which is a very conservative cost figure). It is extremely
poor government policy to use Taxpayer dollars to buy assets that are not
intended for use. The road networks on these properties are ideal for
many forms of recreation and indeed have been used for a diverse suite of
recreation for over fifty years. Fiscal responsibility, along with the
requirements of the SLMP would dictate that they be classified as Wild
Forest and that the investment in roads provides a meaningful return to the
investors (all the taxpayers) in the form of diverse recreational
opportunities.
Buildings. Even though it was torn down, the Boreas Lodge, a 3,400 square
foot building with a full basement and garage was paid for by NYS
taxpayers. To have TNC remove the building prior to transfer of the Boreas
Parcel to NYS and prior to the public hearings on Classification, prevented
reasonable public comment on the potential for use by the taxpayers who
paid for it. This is especially concerning due to the extreme need for more
open space recreation designed to meet the needs of individuals with
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disabilities. It is also poor public policy for the state to engage in behind the
scenes agreements (with the seller) prior to purchase when those
agreements negatively impact or try to hide the true characteristics of a
property and its ability to withstand use. In the classification of the Boreas
property the analysis of characteristic and ability to withstand use should
include the presence of the Boreas lodge as though it was not demolished.
The lodge was operational from 1995 through 2016, a period of 21 years
and represents a substantial human impact. In addition, the lodge would
conservatively be valued at $500,000. These lost tax payer dollars, invested
in an asset that no longer exists, represents a very low point in Adirondack
Park policies carried out by NYS.
It has been said that maintenance of the building over time was a concern.
If that is the case, the building should have been carved out and sold
separately by TNC so as not to burden tax payers. Other alternative also
exist that would have shown more respect to the tax payer.
2. Environmental Conservation, Recreational Use and Taxpayer $
During the public hearing on classification there were many comments by
proponents of Wilderness about the need to protect species, wetlands and
guard against the negative impacts of motorized uses, especially as they
relate to invasives. These comments are not supportable as any human
activity has an impact on the environment. The deplorable condition of the
trails from the north is a great example of the erosion that occurs on poorly
built trails not designed to withstand high public use. The solution to these
issues of impact from public use, whether from hiking, boating or
snowmobiling is management of the use. Management strategies to
reduce or eliminate the impact of public use should occur during the UMP
process required in Wild Forest classification. Please keep that in mind
when debating how these parcels should be classified. Also keep in mind
that a Wilderness classification is essentially “Fortress Conservation”, a
policy of keeping people out rather than managing to minimize their impact
(the responsibility of NYS as owner of the properties). Conservation of
resources is an important goal but it can be accomplished to an
exponentially greater extent by enlisting recreationists as protectors of the
environment as opposed to disenfranchising so many user groups.
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A concern with “fortress conservation” is that if conservation of species and
prevention of invasives is the goal, why spend 14.5 million dollars of tax
payer resources to buy the property from TNC? Isn’t the Nature
Conservancy as a private entity much better suited to protect species,
wetlands and guard against the introduction of invasives? At the least is it
a reasonable investment of tax dollars to buy the property and then keep
most people out?
To insure a reasonable investment of tax payer resources with a payback to
the investors in the form of open space recreation, these properties should
be classified Wild Forest in entirety or in the case of the Boreas parcel,
alternative one, at a minimum should be selected.
3. Statewide Comprehensive outdoor recreation plan 2014-2019 – selected
quotes.
 For recreation purposes, on and off-road biking, including mountain
biking, was the fourth most popular activity in the 2012 General
Public Recreation Survey with 36% of respondents participating at
least once. Statewide there were over 50 million activity days.
 Horse ownership and ridership is a popular activity throughout New
York State and is important to many local economies. Based on
information from the New York State Horse Council, there are over
200,000 horses in New York and this activity produces $2.4 billion
worth of goods and services within the state providing the equivalent
of over 35,000 full-time jobs. Horseback riding is not limited to the
suburban and rural areas of the state. The Outdoor Recreation
Facilities inventory lists equestrian trails in every county, including
New York City. Within New York State, many of the trail networks
provided by DEC provide support facilities such as hitching rails, horse
shelters, lean-tos for riders and parking amenities.
 Snowmobiling is an important part of the economy in many remote
New York communities. A recent report (2012) indicated that
spending attributable to snowmobiling is in excess of $860 million.
This figure includes expenditures not only on equipment, but
insurance, maintenance, gasoline and travel.
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 Goal: Reconnect Children and Adults with Nature and Recreation by
Improving Access to Outdoor Recreation Opportunities
Connecting Communities and Nature through Parks, Open Space, and
Trails

What all these quotes have in common is an appreciation of the wide diversity of
recreational activities and the social and economic benefits they can provide. A
diverse recreational economy is important to sustaining Adirondack communities
as recreation is quickly becoming the major source of economic activity. Please
keep the need for diversity of recreational uses in mind when discussing
classification of these parcels.
Thanks for the opportunity to comment.
Roger Dziengeleski
Retired Vice President and Senior Forester
Finch Pruyn and Company, Inc., and Finch Paper

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roger Felske <Rfelske@aol.com>
Wednesday, November 02, 2016 1:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Roger Felske
10 Pippinwood Drive
New Hartford, NY 13413
5086121266

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roger Felske <Rfelske@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Roger Felske
10 Pippinwood Dr
New Hartford, NY 13413
508-612-1266

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roger Frederick <rfred51@aol.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 2:24 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Roger Frederick
147 butler rd
Hammond, NY 13646
1863835125
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Sent:
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ROGER HARWOOD <rdharwood@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:45 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
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email: rdharwood@yahoo.com
realname: ROGER HARWOOD
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 3920 STATE ROUTE 9
city: PLATTSBURGH
State: NY
zipcode: 12901
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ROGER JONES <celtic13459@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 5:13 PM
ClassificationComments
New alternative for Boreas Ponds needed

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the
Boreas Ponds land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as
Wilderness. The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the
south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around
the ponds. By allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the
environment and the communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by
overcrowding. The Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience
with reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds
in order for them to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be
provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to
protect this unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come
and protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
ROGER JONES
617 Engleville Rd
Sharon Springs, NY 13459
5182345678

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roger Lemieux <rjl0917@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 6:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roger Lemieux
Odenton, MD 21113

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roger Lemieux <rjl0917@yahoo.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 6:28 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roger Lemieux
Odenton, MD 21113
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Roger Moran <morancustom@gmail.com>
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: morancustom@gmail.com
realname: Roger Moran
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 4 eastern avenue
city: hadley
State: NY
zipcode: 12835
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Roger Nott <rogernott@att.net>
Friday, November 04, 2016 3:45 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Roger Nott
17 Eastern Ave.
Ossining, NY 10562
914-373-4778
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email: rogerphinney@hotmail.com
realname: Roger Phinney
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 44 Sara Jen Dr
city: Queensbury
State: NY
zipcode: 12804
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: rogerp53@hotmail.com
realname: Roger Pisaneschi
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5114 Oswego Rd
city: Rome
State: NY
zipcode: 13440
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It
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Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Roger Richardson
5 Amethyst Court
West Nyack, NY 10994
8455481850
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Roger Richardson <roger.richardson@gmail.com>
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ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roger Richardson
West Nyack, NY 10994
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Roger Ross jr <Ross15@yahoo.com>
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: Ross15@yahoo.com
realname: Roger Ross jr
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 90 route 303
city: Tappan
State: NY
zipcode: 10983
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Roger Sachleben <rogers@wol.org>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 11:53 AM
ClassificationComments
Re Mtg in Schroon Lake
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Thank you for your information on classifications of land in the Adirondacks. It was very informative and I actually learned
things I did not know. Also enjoyed the comments from the different views and opinions. In listening to the comments it
appears to me that the proposal 1 would be the fairest for all parties. I have lived in the Adirondacks for over 40yrs and served
17 yrs on the local school board. I was also involved in introducing teenagers to the Adirondacks with hiking and canoe trips
with a local camp to various sections of the park. I do believe that the decision the APA makes on this land will have a
profound impact on our community, thanks again for taking time to listen to all the comments.

The preceding email message (including any attachments) contains information related to religious, educational and charitable
purposes that may be confidential, be protected by applicable privileges, or constitute non-public information. It is intended to be
conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender by
replying to this message and then delete it from your system. Use, dissemination, or reproduction of this message by unintended
recipients is not authorized and may be unlawful. [WOLEMID 00001]
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email: IMRJ16@tds.net
realname: Roger Tresidder
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 85 Island St
city: Edwards
State: NY
zipcode: 13635
Comments: I support Alternative 1 for Boreas Ponds. This balanced approach would allow for a variety of
recreational uses, including bicycling around the ponds, while still protecting the environment. I believe that
Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild
Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100 years. The infrastructure created
during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational opportunities. That same infrastructure is
contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness classification. Wild Forest, according to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the resources permit a somewhat higher degree of
human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas
Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation
requires that the land should have a primeval character, without significant improvement, appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is
not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract was already being used commercially. Man created more
than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its
commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment. Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it
is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the
Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance between the environment and economic development that
the Governor eluded to, and the access that Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and
hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some
measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness now
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roger Wan
Elmhurst, NY 11373
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

roguetenor@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Richard Firmin
<roguetenor@everyactioncustom.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 12:38 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Firmin
2668 Sandusky St
Zanesfield, OH 43360-9801

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roland W Ellis <rellis433@earthlink.net>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Roland W Ellis
100 Woodland Pond Cir. #435
New Paltz, NY 12561
8452555855

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

romani.bays@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of r b <romani.bays@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 8:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
rb
1555 Avenue A
Schenectady, NY 12308-2222

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Romero, Javier <javier.romero@ustrust.com>
Friday, November 04, 2016 12:51 PM
ClassificationComments
dplumley@adirondackwild.org; dgibson@adirondackwild.org; jromerogb@gmail.com
Comments re Boreas Ponds and McIntyre Tracts
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Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99
Ray Brook, New York 12977
Dear Ms. Regan,
I would like to comment on the upcoming classification of the Boreas Ponds and McIntyre tracts during the public
comment period.
I urge the APA to:
1. Reject the current 4 proposals in favor of a truly, full Wilderness
classification that closes most of the existing Gulf Brook Road and
other logging roads across the Boreas Ponds Tract from public use of
motorized vehicles so as to truly protect the unique, sensitive boreal
ecosystems, biodiversity, trout ponds fisheries and the sublime silence
and solitude of the tract;
2. Recognize the generational opportunity to create the largest
wilderness area in the eastern United States – some 280,000‐acres in
all that will be ecologically significant on a global scale and, if
connected to local and regional outdoor businesses, helpful to local
economies.
While I understand the benefits in making some greater portion of this land accessible to more people, in the balance
and over the long‐term, those benefits are outweighed by PRESERVING the utterly wild quality of this land for
generations. The addition of this land, classified as Wilderness, to the High Peaks Wilderness has an exponential
impact – on the fauna and flora and on how this space develops over time.

The Boreas Ponds tract is accessible on foot via the
Blue Ridge Road and that appropriate, wheeled access for canoe or
kayak carts and horse access opportunities for the disabled, elderly,
and families or the physically challenged can take place with proper
planning while enabling all to have a true Wilderness experience.

True Wilderness means that state officials and
administrative personnel also must respect the absence of motors
and mechanized uses ‐ save for the few exceptions that Wilderness
guidelines already permit, including in cases of ongoing emergencies
such as search and rescue operations.
Yours sincerely,
Javier Romero

This message, and any attachments, is for the intended recipient(s) only, may contain information that is privileged,
confidential and/or proprietary and subject to important terms and conditions available at
http://www.bankofamerica.com/emaildisclaimer. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Balicki <Rjbalicki2010@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 1:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ron Balicki
8180 dake hill rd
Cattaraugus, NY 14719

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Beiter <Readelectric@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 6:36 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: Readelectric@aol.com
realname: Ron Beiter
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 7 Lamouree Rd
city: Saugerties
State: NY
zipcode: 12477
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Blackmore <Rbbrun23@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 12:47 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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&sbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ron Blackmore
Larry rd
Madison, NY 13402

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Gonzalez <iamrongon@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:14 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The recently released draft proposals for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are not
suitable or appropriate. None of these proposals provide true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands,
shorelines, and forests of the Boreas Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced
with the best option for our Adirondack Park, a natural treasure of international importance.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
These protections should limit motorized access to a parking area located at least one mile from the ponds, with
an accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The currently proposed plans all allow motorized
access all the way to the ponds, and so would threaten the ponds and their wildlife habitat with overuse and abuse,
much as is happening in some parts of the Eastern High Peaks Wilderness Area.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and the
introduction of exotic, invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we
must get it right to preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to ensure Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ron Gonzalez
56 Sterling Street
Beacon, NY 12508
6107393109

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Gonzalez <iamrongon@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 1:59 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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I'd like to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to
the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack
Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew
Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species brought in by cars, RV's and trucks, and
the loss of the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would
determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This
parking location has been endorsed by the Adirondack chapter of The Nature Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on
the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts, and also for the Casey Brook Tract. Please
ensure that these beautiful tracts are added to the High Peaks Wilderness. We have a once‐in‐a‐lifetime opportunity to create
the pre‐eminent wilderness area in the Northeast USA, centered around our majestic Adirondack High Peaks. With the Mount
Marcy area being overrun with overuse this past season, I think we need to provide attractions in the Adirondack Park that will
draw hikers and backpackers that will draw some of the crowds out of the Adirondak Loj‐Lake Colden‐Mount Marcy corridor,
and into other splendid mountain areas of the Adirondack Park. Allowing motorized use to predominate in the Boreas Ponds
Tract will further concentrate hikers and backpackers into the Mount Marcy area.
Sincerely,
Ron Gonzalez
56 Sterling Street
Beacon, NY 12508

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Gonzalez <iamrongon@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 24, 2016 1:06 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Tract Classification
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS).
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
The acquisition of the Boreas Ponds and its incorporation into the Forest Preserve is an historic opportunity to unify the Eastern
and Western High Peaks Wilderness areas into a continuous roadless wilderness that would outclass many national parks. There
have been other acquisitions in the last twenty years that have added greatly to the Forest Preserve, but this Boreas Ponds Tract is
different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected
by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed.
The northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks Wilderness and specifically, the great Marcy Swamp area. This can become
one of the greatest intact wild wetlands in the entire Northeast. In addition, the resulting continuous stretch of roadless forest lands
would create a welcome third major gateway to the Adirondack High Peaks. As the forests mature, this unified 'greater High
Peaks Wilderness' will become a truly world-class, spectacular showplace of natural wonders.
While much has been made of the fact that the Boreas Ponds tract had been maintained as working forest for decades and so is
not now 'pristine wilderness,' I think the mark of mankind on this tract has been overstated. If left alone for a hundred or more
years, and if we allow natural processes to progress unhindered, the Boreas Ponds area would become a world class wilderness
area, where it would take a trained eye to discern that it was ever disturbed by humans. The West Canada Lake region was once a
logged parcel, with many dams and skid roads through it. Now it's renowned among backpackers for its remoteness and wild
beauty, and is home to some of the last remaining pure, local strains of native brook trout. The Five Ponds Wilderness was once
crisscrossed by logging railroads and logged on an industrial scale, but is now considered one of the finest remote wilderness
destinations in the eastern United States. The Boreas Ponds tract could become as renowned and valued a place as these.
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that will not allow this
transformation to a premier wilderness. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild
landscape, solitary and secluded. All four proposals see the tract as a recreational park, with insufficient regard for the ecological
features of the area.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting this rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—

not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. Yet our
public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams.
I am also concerned that the roads, maintenance equipment and automobile traffic will interfere with the brooks and streams that
flow from the Boreas Ponds Tract down to the Boreas River. Disruption of soils and drainages can destroy stands of rare plants
that have not even been inventoried yet.
Wilderness is not just about scenery and recreation. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about leaving the
mechanized world behind, walking a long way into another world, venturing back a thousands years to a place that is essentially
New York as it was before industrialization. The incredible natural beauty of the Adirondack Park is not provided by its
topography alone. No, the terrain achieves its utmost splendor only when it is complete with its wild *forest* and wetlands. These
need to be nurtured and protected.
A very small part of the Adirondack forest within the Forest Preserve is intact, remnants of primeval forest just as they were only a
few centuries after the last ice age. Other parts of the Forest Preserve have recovered from logging to a state so much like the
original, primeval forest that it takes a trained expert to tell that it was ever disturbed by humans. (An example of this can be found
along the West Branch Sacandaga River, west of Big Eddy, near the town of Wells. It hasn't been logged in 130 years, was never
heavily logged, and now looks for all the world like genuine 'old growth.') Given 150 years or so, the current forest cover in the
Boreas Ponds Tract is capable of growing back to something very close to its original state. However, to get to that state of 'old
growth,' it will need to be left unmolested by the invasive pests that are inevitable passengers on our motorized and mechanized
vehicles, from automobiles and maintenance trucks to mountain bikes and boats. While this threat is impossible to completely
eliminate, the construction of parking lots and regular ingress of motorized vehicles practically guarantees the presence of invasive
species. (Just look at any High Peaks parking lot to see what I mean. Garlic mustard grows in the trails leading from the parking
areas. Eurasian milfoil is most prevalent where trailers and motorboats have access to lakes.)
When we can step into a mature New York wilderness of sufficient scale, it humbles us, awes us with its sensuous beauty and its
vast richness. In a world of artificiality and stress, humans crave the genuine, the natural, the wild where we came from. Many of us
will always heed the call to return. We here in New York State need only go to our New York State Forest Preserve to find
authentic wilderness of international importance.
I, for one, would love to see the ponds freed from their dams, allowed to revert to the smaller bodies of water they once were.
Many acres of wetlands would be restored, providing habitat for rare plants and a wider diversity of animals than live there now.
Paddling would become even more spectacular, with wild wetland vegetation and forest framing the views to the Great Range. I
should also point out that the paddling would become more friendly for novice paddlers, as wide expanses of water can be very
intimidating, and sometimes even dangerous, when winds pick up. Smaller ponds with connecting streams don't whip up the large
swells that can capsize a hapless paddler.
All these are reasons why it is imperative that APA does the most it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract
-- and not settle with doing the least. There need to be alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire for the Boreas
Ponds Tract to be classified as Wilderness.
Allow me to explain that I am not advocating automatically designating every single acquisition into the Forest Preserve as a
Wilderness. There are Wilderness areas that would be better managed as Wild Forest, and some Wild Forest areas that would be
better managed as Wilderness. This particular tract, the Boreas Ponds Tract, has all the characteristics and features that cry out for
full Wilderness classification.

Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,
-______________________________
Ron Gonzalez

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Hollister <Boondockhill@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 4:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely, Ron Hollister
Lifetime Park Resident and do not intend to leave now. I am only 80 and love the park
Ron Hollister
135 Coyote Run
PO Box 654
Old Forge, NY 13420

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Hulbert <ron@rshulbertbuilders.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 3:43 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: ron@rshulbertbuilders.com
realname: Ron Hulbert
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 300 Clinton Street
city: Fayetteville
State: NY
zipcode: 13066
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Ron Ofner <ron.ofner@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 11:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Tract
APA Boreas support letter 2016.doc
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Hi Kathleen,
Please add the attached letter to the classification comments for the Boreas Ponds tract.
Thank you,
Ronald Ofner
Executive Director
Adirondack Regional Tourism Council
Ron@adk.com
518-597-3588
VisitAdirondacks.com
>
>

APA Boreas support letter 2016.doc

Adirondack Regional Tourism Council
PO Box 911
Lake Placid, New York 12946
518-597-3588
December 29, 2016
Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Ms. Regan,
Decades of research and survey responses have isolated several main reasons that
visitors come to the Adirondacks; for the diversity outdoor recreation, and to marvel at
the spectacular scenery. Our sole mission is to promote economic development through
destination marketing, so it follows that the more destinations we can promote that
provide these options, the greater the opportunity for sustainable economic growth.
If the goal of the classification process is to balance preservation with economic
opportunity, then based on the proposed classification options for the Boreas Ponds
tract, we feel that Alternative One represents the best choice to accomplish this task. It
is especially significant that 5 Towns have already stepped up to the plate to create a
plan to utilize the assets of the Boreas tract and develop an "Upper Hudson Recreation
Hub." With proper planning, this scenario could provide a much needed economic boost
to this portion of the Park.
For all of the above reasons, we respectfully request that every consideration is made to
support Alternative One for the Boreas Ponds classification.
Sincerely,

Ronald Ofner
Executive Director

VisitAdirondacks.com

APA Boreas support letter 2016.doc
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email: RONRIGATTIJR@GMAIL.COM
realname: RON RIGATTI
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 27 taylors mills rd
city: manalapan
State: NJ
zipcode: 07726
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: ron.ristau.55@gmail.com
realname: Ron Ristau
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 4556 Willett Blvd
city: Kattskill Bay
State: NY
zipcode: 12844
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
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To Whom it May Concern:
Please find the attached comments submitted on behalf of the New York State Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers.
Thank you for your consideration.
Ron
Ron Rohrbaugh
Chair, New York Backountry Hunters and Anglers
www.backcountryhunters.org

BHA_Boreas_Comments ﴾1﴿.docx

Kathleen D. Regan, Deputy Director, Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
Post Office Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Ms. Regan,
The New York chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (www.backcountryhunters.org) thanks the Adirondack Park
Agency (APA) for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement focused on
amending the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan to classify the Boreas Ponds tract, Casey Brook tract, and
MacIntyre East and West tracts.
With increasing pressures on natural resources and continued threats to high-quality hunting and angling
experiences, Backcountry Hunters & Anglers takes a leadership role in advocating for public lands access and
opportunity, and science-based conservation of wild places. The visionaries who gave us this great legacy of
wildlands—individuals like Theodore Roosevelt and Aldo Leopold—realized something that sometimes is forgotten
today: the importance of wild places increases with population growth and development. With 85% of our state privately
owned, opportunities to support those wild places are limited outside the Adirondack Park.
We ask the Adirondack Park Agency to reject all four proposed Alternatives for the Boreas Ponds classification
and to select a new alternative that protects the areas around the Boreas Ponds, the Casey Brook tract, MacIntyre
East and West tracts, and the Dix Mountain Wilderness as part of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness. The Boreas
Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a one-mile buffer to the south should be protected as wilderness
areas. Anything less than a wilderness classification in this area of the property would invite motorized recreation,
invasive species establishment, and overcrowding, thus sabotaging the opportunity for a wilderness experience. We also
ask that the APA provide wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Understanding that
the landscape is capable of supporting multiple uses, we encourage a Wild Forest designation south and west of the Gulf
Brook Road to allow for expanded recreational uses for all public landowners in that vicinity and ask the Agency to allow
motorized access to a limited parking area near LaBier Flow one mile south of the ponds. Under a wilderness
classification around the ponds, the state should also provide an accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities.
At more than 280,000 acres, the expanded High Peaks Wilderness, including this property, would rival the size of Rocky
Mountain and Mt. Rainier National Parks, and would be double the size of Zion National Park--a genuine conservation
accomplishment for which New York State could be proud.
This balanced land designation and additional wilderness area would help to enhance New York’s reputation for
outstanding wild lands stewardship and enhance our state’s reputation as a destination for responsible hunters and anglers
and outdoor recreation in general. It would show that “Forever Wild” is more than just an ideal. It would also demonstrate
our state’s commitment to protecting the Hudson River Watershed and respecting numerous public land stakeholders. It is
our heritage and our greatest gift to future generations.
Sincerely,

Ron Rohrbaugh
Chair, New York State Chapter, Backcountry Hunters and Anglers
Todd Waldron
Communications Leader, New York State Chapter, Backcountry Hunters and Anglers
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email: rebjhbrnb@aol.com
realname: Ronald
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 154 Van Aernem road
city: Ballston Spa
State: NY
zipcode: 12020
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Regan:
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern with the four alternatives that you have set forth for the Boreas Ponds
land classification. None of the alternatives listed truly protect the area around the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. The
watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the south.
Any other classification for the Boreas Ponds will ruin the fragile ecosystems and wildlife habitats in and around the ponds. By
allowing motorized vehicles down to the ponds, they will be opened up to issues that hurt both the environment and the
communities around it. This will invite invasive species and potentially destroy the resource by overcrowding. The Boreas River
south to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Residents of the surrounding communities and visitors should be able to enjoy this unique Wilderness experience with
reasonable access. However, any parking lot that is built must be at least a mile away from the Boreas Ponds in order for them
to be protected. An accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities could easily be provided.
If we don’t protect the Boreas Ponds with a Wilderness classification now, we will be giving up an opportunity to protect this
unique national treasure. I urge you to please protect our Adirondack Legacy for generations to come and protect the Boreas
Ponds as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald & Carol Karpien
139 Algonquin Rd
West Sand Lake, NY 12196
518 6743193
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ronald Bagan
48 Kellogg St
Oyster Bay , NY 11771
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald Berger
8 wedge road
Delmar, NY 12054
518-248-6212
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email: heavytools692000@gmail.com
realname: Ronald Campbell
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 5857 Torrington Circle
city: lafayette
State: NY
zipcode: 13084
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
RONALD DENICOLA
49 TIMBER RIDGE DRIVE
HOLTSVILLE, NY 11742
6312895180
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Ms. Regan,
I have included my comments as an attachment, pasted them below, and mailed them today. Sorry I didn't get them in sooner. I
had hoped to attend and speak at a number of hearings but family issues prevented me from attending.
Thanks for your efforts.

Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Ms. Regan,
I would like to provide comments on “Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan involving the Classification
and Reclassification of 54,418 acres of State Lands in the Adirondack Park which include the Boreas Ponds Tract.”
While I live in the Adirondacks and appreciate the inherent value of wilderness, these comments are from a business perspective.
I am co-owner of Adirondack River Outfitter (ARO) New York State’s largest whitewater rafting company and New York’s
largest employer of licensed guides. I believe, from a business perspective, that the classification of the Boreas Ponds tract
primarily as “wilderness,” has the greatest economic and employment potential for the Adirondack region. My position is based
upon thirty-five years of marketing Adirondack outdoor trips.
It is a common misconception that road access enhances an area’s marketability. In my experience the opposite is true, in the
Adirondacks, wilderness is the more marketable commodity. The demand for wilderness is clearly demonstrated by the exploding
use, or over use, of the “High Peaks” area. Having additional wilderness adjacent to the High Peaks region will also provide less
crowded alternatives.
In evaluating the potential of a recreational activity to draw guests, one of the major factors is the uniqueness of the experience
offered. In the Adirondack’s, easily accessible lakes are abundant, a lake the size of Boreas Pond that is large enough to canoe on,
and offers spectacular views of the High Peaks, is unique. ARO has plans to market wilderness trips for which we would provide
support in the form of education, training, equipment, and guides. Our objective is to encourage our rafting customers to stay in the
area longer and to provide additional employment opportunities for our guides. I strongly believe that the more the wilderness
character of this tract is enhanced, the more marketable it will be.
Please feel free to contact me if you would like additional input from a member of the Adirondack recreational business community
that has been providing unique experiences for our guests and employment for our guides for over thirty-five years.
Ronald E. Smith
315 369 8527

Adirondack River Outfitters
Box 649 Old Forge, NY 13420
800 525-7238
ronsmitharo@gmail.com

Boreas ponds.docx

Ronald Smith Co-Owner
Adirondack River Outfitters
PO Box 649 Old Forge, NY 13420
North River NY, Watertown, NY
Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
Dear Ms. Regan,
I would like to provide comments on “Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
involving the Classification and Reclassification of 54,418 acres of State Lands in the Adirondack Park
which include the Boreas Ponds Tract.”
While I live in the Adirondacks and appreciate the inherent value of wilderness, these comments are
from a business perspective.
I am co-owner of Adirondack River Outfitter (ARO) New York State’s largest whitewater rafting company
and New York’s largest employer of licensed guides. I believe, from a business perspective, that the
classification of the Boreas Ponds tract primarily as “wilderness,” has the greatest economic and
employment potential for the Adirondack region. My position is based upon thirty-five years of
marketing Adirondack outdoor trips.
It is a common misconception that road access enhances an area’s marketability. In my experience the
opposite is true, in the Adirondacks, wilderness is the more marketable commodity. The demand for
wilderness is clearly demonstrated by the exploding use, or over use, of the “High Peaks” area. Having
additional wilderness adjacent to the High Peaks region will also provide less crowded alternatives.
In evaluating the potential of a recreational activity to draw guests, one of the major factors is the
uniqueness of the experience offered. In the Adirondack’s, easily accessible lakes are abundant, a lake
the size of Boreas Pond that is large enough to canoe on, and offers spectacular views of the High Peaks,
is unique. ARO has plans to market wilderness trips for which we would provide support in the form of
education, training, equipment, and guides. Our objective is to encourage our rafting customers to stay
in the area longer and to provide additional employment opportunities for our guides. I strongly believe
that the more the wilderness character of this tract is enhanced, the more marketable it will be.
Please feel free to contact me if you would like additional input from a member of the Adirondack
recreational business community that has been providing unique experiences for our guests and
employment for our guides for over thirty-five years.
Ronald E. Smith
315 369 8527
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email: rgay29@gmail.com
realname: Ronald Gay
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: Po Box 237
city: Caroga Lake
State: NY
zipcode: 12032
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you.Ronald Gay PO Box 237 Caroga lake NY 12032
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald Happ
808 Shoemaker Rd
Webster, NY 14580
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ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald Larsen
174 CR 35
Canton, NY 13617
3153864721

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Larsen <rlarsen01@twcny.rr.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 10:18 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
&sbsp;
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald Larsen
174 CR 35
Canton, NY 13617

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Larsen <rlarsen01@twcny.rr.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 8:46 AM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
&bbsp;
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
The proposal of certain snow mobile groups that they should be able to drive their sleds anywhere they want is
anathema to the very idea of wilderness. Why not just run tour buses on all the logging roads in the Boreas tract.
Classify the Boreas tract as wilderness with a mile wide buffer!
Sincerely,
Ronald Larsen
174 CR 35
Canton, NY 13617
3153864721

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Larsen <rlarsen01@twcny.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:42 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald Larsen
174 CR 35
Canton, NY 13617

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Moore <northhudsonsuper@aol.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 7:44 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: northhudsonsuper@aol.com
realname: Ronald Moore
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 60
city: North Hudson
State: NY
zipcode: 12855
Comments: Boreas Ponds Classification The 5 Towns, and two County’s of Essex and Hamilton, most affected by
these State land acquisitions support a classification of Wild Forest versus Wilderness. I would like to point to
Essex County having 356,761 acres in Wilderness and 167,665 acres in Wild Forest, over twice as much land in
Wilderness as that in Wild Forest. In Hamilton County there is 460,318 acres in Wilderness and 293, 466 acres in
Wild Forest, again heavily tilted toward Wilderness. So, let’s balance that ratio and classify future acquisitions in
Essex and Hamilton Counties as Wild Forest and let the UMP process determine what recreational activities will
be permitted and where. There is substantial road infrastructure within all of these lands and we believe that
bicycling should be permitted wherever these roads exist, regardless of classification. This vast road infrastructure
would easily sustain such use without damaging the environment: after all, horse and wagon are permitted. We
support reasonable access to these lands for all, young and old, the physically fit and the disabled. We support a
vast array of recreational opportunities to bring visitors to our towns and sustain those businesses we have and to
create new opportunities for business growth and the creation of new jobs. We support the Wild Forest
classification and will work with the DEC to create a Unit Management Plan (UMP) that will create these
recreational opportunities, breath life into our struggling economies, and protect the environment. We seek the
BALANCE between protecting both the environment and our local economies that has been non-existent for so
many years. Thank you, Ronald Moore, Supervisor Town of North Hudson
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Moore <northhudsonsuper@aol.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 10:19 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: northhudsonsuper@aol.com
realname: Ronald Moore
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: PO Box 60
city:
State:
zipcode:
Comments: The Boreas Ponds Tract, and the Macintyre Tracts, much like the Essex Chain and Indian River Tracts,
have a vast infrastructure of roads, bridges and dams that have withstood decades of use by logging trucks and
other heavy equipment. Until recently there was a lodge used as a retreat by Finch Pruyn and then by The Nature
Conservancy. There are a number of leased camps on the property. The State Land Master Plan states that a
wilderness area, is an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man and is further
defined as being without significant improvement or permanent human habitation, and where the imprint of man's
work substantially unnoticeable. The Access the Adirondacks group has a web page, accessadk.com. It has links
to a facebook page and other information as to our proposal. There are videos and photos that I invite you to take
a look at. I think you will agree that in no way do these lands meet the definition of wilderness. The imprint of man’s
work is seen everywhere. One of the weaknesses in this whole classification process is that many of us have not
seen these properties and now we are now faced with the decision of deciding for a classification of these lands.
In the case of the Boreas Tracts we at least have an interim access plan allowing for some to see the lands, and
we are provided four alternatives to choose from. In the case of the Macintyre Tracts there is over 13,000 acres
with over 25 miles of road infrastructure and there was no interim access plan and there is only one alternative,
which classifies these lands as mostly wilderness. I would strongly request that the agency consider offering
additional alternatives that would provide some balance that would allow for some recreational opportunity such as
bicycling on the preexisting roads that are there. Governor Cuomo has stated that this agreement will make the
Adirondack Park one of the most sought after destinations for paddlers, hikers, hunters, sports people and
snowmobilers, and that opening these lands to public use for the first time in 150 years will provide extraordinary
new outdoor recreational opportunities, increase the number of visitors to the north country and generate
additional tourism dollars. When he announced the Boreas Ponds purchase at Elk Lake, Governor Cuomo stated,
this will provide even more unparalleled settings for outdoor tourism and recreation, and I encourage New Yorkers
to visit the region and see what they’ve been missing. The underlying theme, the vision, of the Governor has been
to provide for outdoor tourism and recreation, to increase the number of visitors to the North Country and generate
additional tourism dollars and to protecting this special place, to protect this vital habitat. We are in total support of
the Governors vision, but a wilderness classification will eliminate the possibility of many popular recreational
activities, limiting and greatly reducing the number of people that will come. We feel that these lands, the
unparalleled views that can be seen there, should be available to all, the physically fit and the handicapped, the
young and the old. These lands should not and cannot be for the privileged few, but are the right of all to enjoy. We
have put forward a balanced proposal, similar to alternative one, that both provides for that access and protects
the environment and that could allow for increased recreational opportunities for all to enjoy. The taxpayers of the
state of New York paid fourteen and a half million dollars for this property and they have the right to see it and enjoy
the spectacular views there. Alternative One provides for the joining of the Dix and High Peaks Wilderness areas,
creating one of the largest wilderness areas in the Northeast. We did not propose that all of this land be classified
Wild Forest; what we did propose is balance, balance that both protects the environmental assets that we all
cherish, and allows for the access for people of all ages and abilities to view one of the most spectacular sights
within the Adirondack Park. They not only deserve that opportunity; it is their right as taxpayers of the State of New
York who paid $14.5 million dollars for the property. We ask the agency to make alternative one, a balanced
proposal that provides for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, and protects the environment,
the preferred alternative and to let the UMP process develop a plan that manages the property to do just that. We
urge you, once again, to go to accessadk.com and take a look at the videos, photos and information available
there. You will not only see the views, but also see that this land in no way meets the definition of wilderness. Thank
you, Ronald Moore, Supervisor Town of North Hudson
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Mower <rfm2108@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:27 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Protected as Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathy Regan:
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and every effort should be taken to protect it for future generations.
With the release of the draft plans for the state’s classification and management plan for the Boreas Ponds and
adjacent lands, the Adirondack Park is in danger. These are faux-Wilderness proposals that allow motorized uses
and fail to protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests in and around the Boreas Ponds.
These proposals need to be rejected in favor of alternatives that protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding.
A minimum of a one-mile buffer to the south of the ponds should be protected as Wilderness as well as the ponds
themselves and the watershed around it. South to Blue Ridge Road, the Boreas River must also be protected as
Wilderness. Lastly, motorized access should be limited to parking one mile or more from the ponds while an
accessible trail could be opened to the ponds to provide access for people with disabilities.
Classifying the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness will ensure protection for both water and wildlife and will continue to
encourage vibrant communities. This historic opportunity needs to be seized so that we can continue to ensure the
prosperity of the Adirondack Park.
Sincerely,
Ronald Mower
2108 Ashlar Village
Wallingford, CT 06492
203-265-4282

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Muller <ronaldrmuller@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 7:02 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: ronaldrmuller@gmail.com
realname: Ronald Muller
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 150 Medbury Rd.
city: Porter Corners
State: NY
zipcode: 12859
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Ronald Passaretti <ronjohnpass@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 11:35 AM
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Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once‐in‐a‐life‐time opportunity
to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough to protect the Boreas
Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be classified as Wilderness. Anything
less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to
classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and
money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other parts of the Park, it seems counter‐intuitive for the state to
potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a limited parking
area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without compromising the ecological integrity of
the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Adirondack
Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly protects the Boreas
Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Ronald Passaretti
27 Region Drive
Hazlet, NJ 07730
732‐495‐2556

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Philipp <rphilipp99@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 2:25 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!
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I'm a new member of the ADK Mountain Club and an avid hiker and paddler. I'm also a resident and home owner in the Park
(Town of Bleecker) for the last 13 years.
I joined this club so I could add my voice to like minded folks in order to protect my beloved Adirondack Mountains.
I've paddled the lakes in the area in my canoe that was built and bought in the Adirondacks. I relish the few opportunities to
paddle in perfect quite settings while observing the wild life in its nature state. I look forward to the times my young
grandson, Colin, will be able experience this along with me and develop the same appreciation for the wild spaces as I do.
There is not a lot out of wild spaces out there.
We need more areas such as the Boreas Ponds that are motor free that will allow one to truly experience nature. There will
always be places to run motor boats, ATVs, and snowmobiles, but very little for us paddlers to truly experience the Wild.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack
Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final recommendation to Governor Andrew
Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from the ponds at
LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it by a permit system if
judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most
knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract to ensure that
these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald Philipp
241 County Highway 145
Gloversville, NC 12078
518‐725‐1510

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Rosen <rrosen@alum.mit.edu>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 7:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide TRUE Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas
Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected
as Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald Rosen
166 Wilbur Blvd
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
8454544936

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ronald scofield <rscofie66@twcny.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 2:39 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: rscofie66@twcny.rr.com
realname: ronald scofield
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1697 us route 11
city: tully
State: NY
zipcode: 13159
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
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Ronald Strisofsky <ronski00#yahoo.com@webpro2.speedingbits.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:31 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: ronski00#yahoo.com
realname: Ronald Strisofsky
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1924 Wynnewood Drive
city: Northampton
State: PA
zipcode: 18067
Comments: I am writing to encourage you to select Alternative 1 as the right approach for the Boreas Ponds
classification. It is extremely important that New York State continue its recent trend of addressing both the
economy and the environment of the Adirondack Park when making land-use decisions on publicly owned
property. Alternative 1's graduated approach to public access does exactly that. It not only provides new areas of
wilderness for the die-hard hikers, but also wild forest areas that open new tourism markets by making the
property accessible and attractive to people with a wider variety of recreational interests and abilities. Alternative
1 would stop general car and truck traffic a full one mile away from the ponds, but also allow for a small number of
parking spaces near the ponds to accommodate the disabled and others who are unable to walk that final mile.
Alternative 1 would allow the logging road to and around the ponds to be used by bicyclists. Bicycling - particularly
family bicycling outings - is a growing recreational market that is attracting visitors to other destinations across the
country. We can do the same in the Adirondack. The Boreas Ponds bike trail would be particularly attractive, as it
would provide a car-free, leisurely ride through heavily wooded areas, as well as the opportunity to stop and picnic
alongside the ponds. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they could
disembark and walk the remaining distance. Finally, Alternative 1 would provide new wilderness areas north of the
ponds for those more experienced and able hikers who seek the back-country experience. In short, Alternative 1
provides the best of both worlds - a mix of wild forest and wilderness that protects the environment and benefits the
local economy by attracting new visitors to the region. I hope you will agree that this is the best approach for the
Boreas Ponds. Thank you.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Sverdlove <mathmus@alumni.princeton.edu>
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Ronald Sverdlove
8 Cedar Drive
Lake Luzerne, NY 12846
5186962657
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Sverdlove <mathmus@alumni.princeton.edu>
Friday, November 04, 2016 4:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ronald Sverdlove
8 Cedar Drive
Lake Luzerne, NY 12846

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Sverdlove <mathmus@alumni.princeton.edu>
Monday, December 19, 2016 4:37 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Ronald Sverdlove
52 Hartley Avenue
Princeton, NJ 08540
6099249638

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Taormina <ronspeed4@aol.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:31 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: ronspeed4@aol.com
realname: Ronald Taormina
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 143 North 7 Th St
city: Saddle Brook
State: NJ
zipcode: 07663
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Vidal <gnsvidal@hotmail.com>
Saturday, November 05, 2016 6:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ronald Vidal
115 Round Pond Brook Loop
Indian Lake, NY 12842

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronda Towns <okharvick29@aol.com>
Thursday, December 29, 2016 9:01 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: okharvick29@aol.com
realname: Ronda Towns
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 348 Feuz Rd
city: Schenectady
State: NY
zipcode: 12306
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the countryâEUR(tm)s family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

roniung@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Roni Unger <roniung@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 6:48 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Roni Unger
340 E 93rd St
New York, NY 10128-5547

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RonM430@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Colonel Meyer <RonM430@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 2:21 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Colonel Meyer
3701 Eagle Pass St
North Port, FL 34286-2009

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronnie‐Lea Gardner <1showatatime@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 12:16 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ronnie-Lea Gardner
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RONWRYB@aol.com
Thursday, November 17, 2016 1:57 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas River Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
I am writing as the President of the Saratoga County Council of Fish and Game Clubs that we have by a unanimous vote of all the Rod
and Gun Club present in this county want to see these lands classified as Wild Forest with all the roads left open to motor vehicles so
we may access these lands without having to walk. The sportsmen and women of this state bought these lands with our tax dollars and
should have this type of access.
Thank You
Ronald W. Rybicki
3902 Lewis Rd
Ballston Spa, NY 12020.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RONWRYB@aol.com
Monday, December 19, 2016 11:37 AM
ClassificationComments
I support Alternative 1!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
The Saratoga County Council of Rod and Gun Clubs will only support Alternative #1 so sportsmen and women of NY may access the
miles of roads by motor vehicle to pursuit our sport in the Boreas Pond UMP.
Pres: Ron Rybicki 518 885 7025

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roric Brown <roric82@gmail.com>
Monday, December 19, 2016 11:53 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roric Brown
Pittsford, NY 14534

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rory Sykes <rorysykes@yahoo.com>
Sunday, December 04, 2016 4:04 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rory Sykes
Canandaigua, NY 14424

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rosalie Fadem <rosfadem@aol.com>
Saturday, December 24, 2016 7:56 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rosalie Fadem
Brooklyn, NY 11238

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rosalind Rothwell <rozaboz@ymail.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 9:56 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rosalind Rothwell
Arlington, VA 22209

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rosanne E. Murphy <rem27@cornell.edu>
Friday, October 14, 2016 7:12 AM
ClassificationComments
Please protect the Boreas Ponds Parcel

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Adirondack Park Agency Commissioners:
It is vital that the Boreas Ponds Parcel be protected and preserved as "Forever Wild".
Boreas Ponds is a "highest elevation wetland in NYS" and needs maximum wilderness protection, not a closer parking lot.
Wetlands like this would lose their moose population if human intrusion increases.
It is part of the 5% of the Adirondacks that is greater than 3 miles from a public road or snowmobile trail.
Dams in wilderness do not need to be maintained.The natural order should prevail.
Town easements don't preclude wilderness classification.
Thanks for your consideration
Rosanne Murphy
P.O. Box 114
Brooktondale, NY
14817-0114

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rose James <rmjames21@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 12:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Re: Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
To: Kathleen Regan, Deputy Director, Planning, APA
I am writing to you about the flawed draft management plans issued by the APA for the Boreas Ponds area.
The ponds and their entire watershed should be classified as wilderness. Motorized access and use should be prohibited, and access limited to foot
trails, and paddle craft. These rare and beautiful areas must be protected. There is enough pavement, noise and senseless motorized "wreakcreation." This is a place that should be left alone and not ruined as much of New York already is.
Brune Picchi

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rose Louk <loukr13@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 01, 2016 11:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rose Louk
420 Greenwood Place
Syracuse, NY 13210

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rose Wehnau <rosewehnau@aol.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 4:23 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: rosewehnau@aol.com
realname: Rose Wehnau
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 213 Old route 66
city: Averill Park
State: NY
zipcode: 12018
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. I would also like to see assembly areas large enough to park horse trailers so we can
explore the are on horse back like the early explorers of the region. Thank you. Rose Wehnau
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roselia Schwartz <roselia05cruz@gmail.com>
Saturday, December 24, 2016 12:21 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roselia Schwartz
400 second ave apt 12G
new york , NY 10010

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rosemary Bloodnick <rbloodnick@gmail.con>
Friday, December 30, 2016 12:00 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rosemary Bloodnick
Apalachin, NY 13732

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rosemary Crosman <ROSEMARYCROSMAN@OUTLOOK.COM>
Friday, December 30, 2016 5:16 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands must be Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Kathleen Regan:
It is with deep love for our Adirondack Park that I urge you to reject the current proposed alternatives for the
Boreas Ponds classification. Not one of the proposals truly protects this national treasure from the many potential
threats to its clean waters and healthy and abundant wildlife.
The Boreas Ponds, the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must
be protected as Wilderness. This must be the minimum. With the threats posed by invasive species, all-terrain
vehicle trespass and climate change, these precious Adirondack waters must be left unadulterated. Not only the
Boreas Ponds, but also the Boreas River itself, deserves Wilderness protection.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification fails to rise to the necessary level of protection for this parcel. NonWilderness will invite motorized recreation, invasive species and overcrowding to the Boreas Ponds. This will
sabotage this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity we have to preserve this place for future generations.
That being said, this precious gem can be enjoyed in sustainable ways that can help foster vibrant communities in
the region. Please allow motorized access to a limited parking area one mile or more from the ponds and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people with disabilities. Access for persons with disabilities can legally be
accomplished in a Wilderness classification.
We must protect this national treasure and preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please protect
the Boreas Ponds and surrounding lands as Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Rosemary Crosman
P.O. Box 1257
8641 Heather Dr
Zephyrhills, FL 33539
8137152114

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rosemary pusateri <rosemaryjehepu@aol.com>
Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:47 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment regarding Boreas Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High
Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

rosemary pusateri
75 Mason rd
cleverdale, NY 12820
51853112324

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rosemary pusateri <pusateri14@aol.com>
Saturday, December 10, 2016 5:43 PM
ClassificationComments
Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
As a resient within the Adirondack Park, I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its
proposed alternatives and to provide a Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to
LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.

The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
A report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they are
near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
rosemary pusateri
75 Mason Road
Cleverdale, NY 12820
5186681234

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rosemary Seifried <raseifried@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 11:53 PM
ClassificationComments
Please designate Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed plans for Boreas Ponds. I have paddled many areas of the
Adirondack Park over the years, and I know first hand how important it is to set some areas aside for non‐motorized recreation.
Motors are appropriate on some lakes, but not all, and not this one. Motors disrupt wildlife and other users, and are more
likely to introduce non‐native species.
Please re‐consider the plan for Boreas Ponds and make this a non‐motorized, Wilderness area. I support the proposal as put
forth by the Adirondack Council:
The watershed for these ponds needs to be protected with at least one mile of Wilderness to the south. The Boreas River south
to the Blue Ridge Highway must also be provided Wilderness protection.
Thank you for the work that you do to protect our lands and consider the viewpoints of all stakeholders.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Seifried
PO Box 72
Marblemount, WA 98267
3608732139

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ross Anderson <Ross_1966@yahoo.com>
Thursday, November 17, 2016 3:22 PM
ClassificationComments
Please Make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who loves the Adirondack Park, I am writing to urge you to take advantage of this once‐in‐a‐life‐time opportunity
to protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. None of the four alternatives you proposed go far enough to protect the Boreas
Ponds from motorized use.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed and a minimum one‐mile buffer to the south must be classified as Wilderness. Anything
less than this protection will allow motorized recreation and invite invasive species to infiltrate the ponds. I also urge you to
classify the Boreas River that flows from the ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway as Wilderness. With all of the work and
money being spent to prevent and eradicate invasives in other parts of the Park, it seems counter‐intuitive for the state to
potentially allow invasives into the Boreas Ponds.
However, I do support allowing motorized access a mile or more from the Boreas Ponds in order to provide a limited parking
area and an accessible trail for people with disabilities. This will allow access without compromising the ecological integrity of
the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds tract has some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Adirondack
Park. I urge you to reject the four alternatives that you have proposed and produce another that truly protects the Boreas
Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,

Ross Anderson
4310 2nd ne
Seattle, WA 98105
206‐297‐6143

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ross Conover <emberizid@gmail.com>
Monday, November 21, 2016 1:32 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ross Conover
9350 State Route 30
Paul Smiths, NY 12970
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**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**
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email: manonc@westelcom.com
realname: Ross Manon
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 199 Boyle Rd
city: Westport
State: NY
zipcode: 12993
Comments: I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. The Boreas Ponds Tracts is not Wilderness as defined by the APA's
guidelines. The criteria for a Wilderness designation requires that the land should have a primeval character,
without significant improvement, appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the
imprint of man's work is unnoticeable. The Boreas Tract is not that land. By the very early 1900's the Boreas Tract
was already being used commercially. Man created more than 50 miles of gravel roads, several bridges, dozens
of culverts and at least three dams, to facilitate its commercial use. Boreas Ponds is a man-made impoundment.
Alternative 1 is the proper designation because it is Wild Forest as described in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. Alternative 1 should be applied to the Boreas Ponds Tract because it will provide the balance
between the environment and economic development that the Governor eluded to, and the access that
Commissioner Martens said would be for everyone, not just the fit and hardy. Classifying Boreas as both Wild
Forest and Wilderness will provide that balance and allow everyone some measure of access. The Boreas Tract
was used commercially for more than 100 years and still, the land was able to sustain that use. Though
commercially managed for timber, ecologically sensitive areas were shielded from abuse. Carefully developed
Unit Management Plans used in conjunction with Recreational Management Plans, managed by the DEC could
continue to protect areas deemed sensitive, while providing a full range of recreational opportunities. Balancing
Wild Forest with Wilderness would increase the potential to attract more visitors to the Park to the benefit of the
local communities. Alternative 1 provides the best opportunity to achieve the recreational, environmental and
economic benefits that this land could provide for the people of New York. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ross Scherer
Walla Walla, WA 99362
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Roxanne HOFFMAN <roxxo56@gmail.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 10:21 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roxanne HOFFMAN
507 Portersville Rd
Ellwood City , PA 16117
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Roxanne Daus
3625 Corlear Ave
Bronx, NY 10463-2305
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Roxy Dunning
341 Greene Rd.
Berwyn, PA 19312
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Kristen Renton
26503 Big Horn Way
Valencia, CA 91354-2524
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Roxanne Bohana
2107 Regent Pl
Brooklyn, NY 11226-3919
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Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Roy & Nancy Malpass
11 River Street
Mountain View
Owls Head, NY 12969
518-483-0179

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

roy j lincourt .jr. <radioroy16@gmail.com>
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email: radioroy16@gmail.com
realname: roy j lincourt .jr.
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 16 south shore rd.
city: wanakena
State: NY
zipcode: 13695
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Roy Keats
1913 Baker Ave
Schenectady, NY 12309
518-370-0399
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Dear Ms. Regan,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the classification process of the Boreas Ponds tract. I support and
appreciate the Agency’s mandate to use science and the criteria set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan when classifying Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park. This analysis is important, because
facts matter. The Agency, including its board, are expected to prioritize resource protection over recreation, using
scientific data and resource analyses to support its final classification recommendation to Governor Cuomo for the
Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
With that in mind, I write to make sure that the Agency is aware of the thorough and timely scientific and economic
reports that have been released, pertaining to the Boreas Ponds tract. A report by the Wildlife Conservation
Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness to make the
surrounding areas more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife connections to adjoining wildlands. A
study by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the
tract should be classified as Wilderness. Also, a report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows
private lands close in proximity to Wilderness cost about 25 percent more as compared to property next to state
lands that are open to motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host
communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities. I urge the Agency to thoroughly review these reports which are available online and also have been
submitted as part of the public record. Should the Agency decide to recommend an alternative that does not
provide Wilderness protection for the most sensitive lands on and around the Boreas ponds, I challenge the
Agency board and staff to provide a thorough and extensive scientific analysis proving that the characteristics and
capacity of this landscape support motorized use. I also challenge the Agency and its board to provide factual
evidence that a non-Wilderness classification will better support the local economy. This analysis will be important,
because facts matter.
Sincerely,
Roy Keats
1913 Baker Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12309
(518)370-0399
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Wilderness for Boreas Ponds!
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Dear Ms. Regan,
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,
Roy Malpass
11 River Street, Mountain View
P.O. Box 24
Owls Head, NY 12969
518-483-0179
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Roy Malpass
11 River Street, Mountain View
P. O. Box 24
Owls Head, NY 12969
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robin Perry
222 E 89th St Apt 6
New York, NY 10128-4311
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Santangelo
225 Varick St Fl 7
Kearny, NJ 07032
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Guier
255 W 108th St
New York, NY 10025-2976
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Stern
11 Riverside Dr
New York, NY 10023-2504
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Richard Stern
11 Riverside Dr
New York, NY 10023-2504
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Roy Skodnick
17520 Wexford Ter
Jamaica, NY 11432-2872
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robin Spiegelman
8230 233rd St
Queens Village, NY 11427-2114
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Leonidas Gucciardo
1215 Avenue U
Brooklyn, NY 11229-4108
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Karen Rubino
113 Iceland Dr
Huntington Station, NY 11746-4231
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

John Ruff
Po box 755
Keene Valley, NY 12943
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Roma Block
1876 Corporal Kennedy St # A
Bayside, NY 11360-1447
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams.
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Rurik Fencl

Rurik Fencl
Riverwoods, IL 60015
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Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
August Oberti
336 Crystal Ave
Staten Island, NY 10314-2007
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Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Russ Byer
141 Parkway View
Hilton, NY 14468
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Once the wilderness is gone, there is no getting it back.
The Boreas ponds area represents a once in a lifetime opportunity to protect wilderness. There are very few opportunities like
this in the world today. Wildlife and wild places don’t stand a chance against the relentless onslaught of human expansion.
But here’s an opportunity to reverse that.
People love the Adirondacks because of the fact that there is such a vast expanse of wilderness. They love the quiet and the
solitude. These things are not compatible with motor boats and snowmobiles.
I live on the edge of the Adirondack Park and spend every opportunity hiking and photographing in the park and camping in her
mountains and paddling on her lakes.
Like most other people, if I want to hear motors and deal with crowds I have more than enough opportunity for that. But I am
58 years old and have spent my entire life escaping to the solitude offered by the wilderness of the Park.
Please protect this experience for my children and grandchildren and take this opportunity to designate the Boreas tract as
wilderness.
Thank you,
Russ Hartung, MD
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Dear Kathy Regan:
A few weeks ago I spent 4 days camping, hiking and paddling in the Boreas area. It was amazing just as it i! (The long cary (over
7 mils at that time) didn't keep us out.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I am an emergency physician as my "day job" but my passion is hiking, paddling, camping and photographing in the Adirondack
wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds. Create an area that is
like land was like before any of us came here.
A wilderness designation allows protection of wildlife and wilderness.
The people that use areas designated as wilderness have a much more "natural" experience because access requires hiking or
paddling to get to the tract campsites. Therefore there are less people, less noise, less pollution, less invasive species and
more preservation of the park in its wild state for future generations and for the wildlife that lives there.
I like powerboats and I have had a great time snowmobiling in the past but in my opinion there is no shortage of places for
people to use a motorboat but vanishingly few places to paddle or hike in a true wilderness without the crowds and the noise
from motors and machines.
And it's not just the people. Some wildlfe need a greater range and are very senesitive to man's presence
That's why I support the wilderness desigItnation because my love is photographing and hiking in the solitude and the natural
environment of the park. And I like sharing that experience through my photography.
Check out some of my photos at RussHartungPhotography.com and imagine just the sounds of the wind and loons and coyotes.
Now imagine the same scene with the silence broken by a powerboat or snowmobile. Its not the same experience.
The Adirondacks are a special place specifically because there is true wilderness there ‐ the way this country once was. It
recharges your natural soul; you'll feel the stress of daily life melt away; and you'll discover a quite place in your self that will
come back home with you and it will make you look at things diffierently. There a few places like it. And once the wilderness is
gone there is no going back.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the
ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to
the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please keep it as wilderness. For those
interested in a wilderness destination it will become a "bucket list" adventure.
Remember, once the wilderness is gone, it is never coming back.
Please to the right think for our grandchildren and greatgranchildren ‐ Please!
Sincerely,

Russ Hartung, MD
Russ Hartung
134 The Ninety Rd
Morrisonville, NY 12962
185634602
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Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Russ Hartung
134 The Ninety Rd
Morrisonville, NY 12962

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russ Hartung <Rwhartung@aol.com>
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Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Russ Hartung
134 The Ninety Rd
Morrisonville, NY 12962
5185634602
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Dear Ms. Regan,
My family has been in the Adirondacks for 4 generations. I have spent most of my life hiking, skiing and paddling
there. By far the most unique aspect of the Adirondacks is the wilderness. I would like to see it expanded and
preserved. I feel this way despite my own problems with mobility because it's not just about me. I want my children
and grandchildren to experience the wilderness like I did.
We are not the only species on this planet but too many decisions have been made as if that were true. The other
animals and plants need unspoiled wilderness to survive and thrive.
I am writing to ask the Adirondack Park Agency to move beyond its proposed alternatives and to provide a
Wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds, a one-mile buffer south to LaBiere Flow, and the Boreas River.
The Adirondack Park is a legacy to ALL New Yorkers and a national treasure that is known across the state, the
country and the world for its vast motor-free expanses, constitutional protections, beautiful mountains and waters,
and natural resources that provide wildlife habitat and protect our water and air.
The Boreas Ponds is a quintessential example of a landscape that should be classified as Wilderness. All recent
scientific studies of the property verifies that the classification must be Wilderness.
A study by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive parts of the tract
should be Wilderness so the surrounding areas are more biologically rich and diverse, and enhance wildlife
connections to adjoining wildlands.
A report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using the
criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
The Boreas Ponds with a one-mile buffer to the south should be motor-free to prevent degradation of the
ecosystems and natural resources documented in these independent scientific reports.
Cars, trucks and other motorized and mechanized vehicles, including electric motors, will carry invasive species
and threaten to infest the remote ponds, wetlands and river. A minimum one-mile buffer for motorized vehicles and
bicycles is also needed to prevent over-use resulting in damage to the resource and the recreational Wilderness
experience.
A third report by the Clarkson University School of Business documents that private lands are more valuable if they
are near Forest Preserve protected as Wilderness compared to being in proximity to lands that allow motorized
recreation.
Anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild
character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host communities.
I urge the Agency to focus on its mandate to make natural resource protection paramount. Given the reports sited
and the summary information presented by the Agency to-date, it is impossible to see how the Agency can
recommend a classification other than Wilderness for the Boreas Ponds, the Class I wetland south to LaBiere
Flow, and the Boreas River.
Sincerely,

Russ Hartung
134 The Ninety Rd
Morrisonville, NY 12962
5185634602
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email: rlewis1@twcny.rr.com
realname: Russ Lewis
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 4133 Oran Gulf Rd
city: Manlius
State: NY
zipcode: 13104
Comments: I am asking that the Adirondack Park Agency classify the Boreas Tract a mix of both Wild Forest and
Wilderness, as provided in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Of the several plans presented for
consideration at each of the public hearings, Alternative 1 most closely provides the balance and access that
would allow a range of recreational opportunity for people of all ages and abilities. When the purchase of the
Boreas Tract was announced, both the Governor and DEC Commissioner recognized the need to balance
ecological needs while providing a range of recreational opportunities for the young, old and physically limited. The
APA's Alternative 1 plan will provide the recreational opportunities they envisioned, while boosting the lagging
regional economy. Alternative 1 and the DEC's Unit Management Plan process can protect sensitive areas while
at the same time, make use of the existing infrastructure within the tract to provide a full range of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Alternative 1 for the Boreas Ponds Tract would provide balanced and fair use of the
Boreas Ponds Tract. The Wild Forest classification best describes the land as it has existed for more than 100
years. The infrastructure created during its commercial use would support a broad range of recreational
opportunities. That same infrastructure is contrary to the criteria that must be met to quality for a Wilderness
classification. Wild Forest, according to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, is an area where the
resources permit a somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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email: boggsr1@hotmail.com
realname: Russell Boggs
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 50 Old River Road
city: Corinth
State: NY
zipcode: 12822
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing
roads in place and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place commonsense controls to protect the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be
considered Wilderness. The ponds are man-made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has
been the site of significant human activity for more than a century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including
bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New York State's acquisition of spectacular
recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and strengthen the
economies of small Adirondack towns - if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts
new visitors to the region. Thank you.
Submit: Send It
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Russell Clough
564 Old Country Road
Dix Hills, NY 11746
3476691110
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Russell Drennen <russdrennen@yahoo.com>
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email: russdrennen@yahoo.com
realname: Russell Drennen
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 99 Woodys Rd PO Box 316
city: Newcomb
State: NY
zipcode: 12852
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region
Submit: Send It
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Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I visit the Adirondack Park's Wilderness and Wild Forest areas frequently - approximately 6 times each year. Most
of the Park is open to motorized use on its lakes and in its forests. Only a small portion of the Park is protected
wilderness.
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Russell Faller
1219 South Av.
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590
845-297-5126

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russell Faller <outdoorsruss@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 7:46 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

As a very frequent paddler on Adirondack waterways, I thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed
alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks
Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes - the loss of the opportunity for quiet canoeing
and kayaking. The vast majority of Adirondack waters allow for motorized use. There are few where this is
restricted. The Boreas Ponds should be a place reserved for quiet recreation.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most
knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Russell Faller
2619 South Av.
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russell Faller <outdoorsruss@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

As a very frequent visitor to the Adirondack Park, I thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed
alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks
Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of the Boreas Ponds under the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes and the loss of the opportunity for quiet
canoeing and kayaking. There are very few Adirondack waters that are reserved for quiet, human-powered
boating. The Boreas Ponds give an opportunity to expand quiet-water paddling just a bit.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area a mile from the ponds
at LaBier Flow. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature Conservancy, the most knowledgeable
entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Russell Faller
2619 South Av.
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590
845-297-5126

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russell Schondorf <sea569@yahoo.com>
Monday, November 07, 2016 4:15 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Russell Schondorf
10 Southwinds Rd.
Moodus, CT 06469
8608739772

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russell Schondorf <sea569@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 7:07 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Russell Schondorf
10 Southwinds Rd.
Moodus, CT 06469
860-873-9772

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russell Wuest <dynaguy_98@yahoo.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 4:01 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

email: dynaguy_98@yahoo.com
realname: Russell Wuest
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 9292 Kennedy Rd
city: Marcy
State: NY
zipcode: 13403
Comments: Please classify the Boreas Ponds property with a Wild Forest classification that will keep the existing roads in place
and allow for reasonable access for people of all ages and abilities, while putting in place common‐sense controls to protect
the environment. The Boreas Ponds property is beautiful, but can in no way, be considered Wilderness. The ponds are man‐
made, the property has many roads and buildings, and the land has been the site of significant human activity for more than a
century. It is ideally suited for public recreation, including bicycling on the road leading to and surrounding the ponds. New
York State's acquisition of spectacular recreational properties like the Boreas Ponds can attract more visitors to the Adirondacks
and strengthen the economies of small Adirondack towns ‐ if those properties are reasonably accessible to people of all ages
and abilities. Public access builds appreciation for the Adirondack forest and Adirondack communities and attracts new visitors
to the region. Thank you. Russell Wuest
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

russertc@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Charlene Russert <russertc@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 8:06 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Charlene Russert
42 Ashley Cir
Commack, NY 11725-4644

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

russo.samantha7@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Samantha Russo
<russo.samantha7@everyactioncustom.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 10:52 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Samantha Russo
2 Greenwood Ln
Woodbury, NY 11797-2630

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RUSTY TIERNEY <mrrtierney@msn.com>
Saturday, December 03, 2016 10:13 AM
ClassificationComments
BOREAS PONDS

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please keep the trails open do not allow them to be closed.

A Wild Forest corridor must be provided up to the south end of the Boreas Pond to allow for disabled
access up to the pond. This is a unique opportunity for disabled access where roads are already built and no
trees need be cut. It is not reasonable to propose a one mile cut trail for the disabled to bring canoes and
kayaks to the pond.
Thank you for your help keeping the trails open.
Rusty
mrrtierney@msn.com
Phone: 315‐253‐3017
Fax: 315‐253‐9896
National Maintenance Supply & Service Co. LLC
9 Willey Street Auburn NY 13021

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ruswift@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Swift <ruswift@everyactioncustom.com>
Friday, December 16, 2016 8:39 PM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Robert Swift
525 Albourne Ave
Staten Island, NY 10309-2959

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ruth Alexander <Ruth.em.alexander@gmail.com>
Monday, December 05, 2016 8:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ruth Alexander
601 S. College Road Box#20349
Wilmington , NC 28403

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ruth Bonn <Rooty@nycap.rr.com>
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 6:08 PM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ruth Bonn
Oakmont Street
Niskayuna, NY 12309
5183840804

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ruth Granger <ruthg155@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 3:08 PM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: ruthg155@gmail.com
realname: Ruth Granger
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 155 Lake Road
city: Putnam Station
State: NY
zipcode: 12861
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ruth H Varney <varney8@comcast.net>
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:04 AM
ClassificationComments
Please make Boreas Ponds Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Ms. Regan,
The draft proposals released for classifying and managing the Boreas Ponds tract of public land are unsuitable.
None of them promote true Wilderness protection for the ponds, wetlands, shorelines, and forests of the Boreas
Ponds and adjacent lands. I urge that these plans be rejected and replaced with the best option for our Adirondack
Park, a national treasure.
Please provide Wilderness protection for the Boreas River south to the Blue Ridge Highway. The Boreas Ponds,
the watershed around and above the ponds and a minimum one-mile buffer to the south must be protected as
Wilderness.
This includes only allowing motorized access to limited parking one mile or more from the ponds, and an
accessible trail to the ponds for people of all abilities to use. The current plans do not meet these standards and
would threaten some of the purest waters and wildest, rarest and most fragile wildlife habitat in the Park.
Anything less than a Wilderness classification for this land would invite destructive motorized recreation and
invasive species. The impact of the Boreas Ponds classification is historic in nature, and we must get it right to
preserve our Adirondack legacy for future generations. Please take this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure
Boreas Ponds forever remain Wilderness.
Sincerely,
Ruth H Varney
17 Hadler Dr.
Somerset, NJ 08873
732-873-2506

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ruth Olbert <ruthless63@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 3:30 PM
ClassificationComments
Dave Olbert
Boreas Pond

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,
I am in favor of Alternative #1 for the classification of Boreas Ponds.
I trust the DEC Unit Management Plan will be fine tuned to truly protect this land and yet allow for maintenance with
machines.
Thank you for counting my opinion as part of this process.
Ruth Olbert
Sent from my iPad
Sent from my iPad

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ruth Rowell <Rdcheif@aol.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 6:11 PM
ClassificationComments
Don't Diisregard Science ‐ Wilderness for Boreas Ponds

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
I am writing to respectfully disagree with the Agency’s four alternatives for the classification of the Boreas Ponds
tract. The Park Agency has disregarded important scientific evidence when you made your proposals, all of
which include a road to the shore of Boreas Ponds.
A report on Boreas Ponds by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and most sensitive
parts of the tract should be Wilderness. Such protection would make the surrounding areas more biologically
sustainable, rich and diverse, and protect the area from invasive species. Wildlife connections to adjoining
wildlands would also be enhanced by a roadless, non-motorized area.
A 2016 report by Adirondack Research, LLC demonstrates that when the Boreas Ponds tract is assessed using
the criteria in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the most sensitive parts of the tract should be
classified as Wilderness. I urge that you follow the Master Plan and make decisions based on protection of the
land first and recreational opportunities second.
A December 2015 report by the Clarkson University School of Business shows people are willing to pay up to 25
percent more for lands close to Wilderness compared to property next to state lands that are open to motorized
recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the local economy and host communities.
These studies confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness classification will compromise the
ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut positive economic impacts to host
communities.
I urge you to reject your current alternatives and go further to protect this area by classifying the Boreas Ponds, the
Boreas River and a one-mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have a once in lifetime opportunity to protect
our Adirondack legacy. Let’s make sure we don’t regret the decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Ruth Rowell
2 Garden Parkway
Williamsville, NY 14221
7168299893

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ruth Schottman <tschottman@nycap.rr.com>
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11:07 AM
ClassificationComments
Protect the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides Wilderness protection for the waters and shorelines of
the Boreas Ponds under the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan.
The Boreas Ponds, its waters and shores must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to
be subject to the noise and pollution of motor boats and floatplanes, the spread of invasive species and the loss of
the opportunity for quiet canoeing and kayaking.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is a parking area more than a mile from
the ponds at LaBier Flow. DEC and APA would determine the appropriate size of the parking area and regulate it
by a permit system if judged appropriate and necessary. This parking location has been endorsed by the Nature
Conservancy, the most knowledgeable entity on the Boreas Ponds Tract.
I also endorse a Wilderness classification for the MacIntyre West and East tracts as well as the Casey Brook Tract
to ensure that these beautiful tracts are also added to the High Peaks Wilderness.
Sincerely,
ruth Schottman
55 Goode
Burnt Hills, NY, NY 12027
518 399 5728

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ruthless63@yahoo.com
Friday, December 30, 2016 5:13 PM
ClassificationComments
Classification comment Macintyre East/West

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To Whom it may concern,
I have already submitted my Boreas Pond request of Alternative 1.
This request is to put a hold on the Macintyre classification and instead provide more choices than just Wilderness.
There is a great Biking potential for these lands and it would be a huge economic draw for that particular area.
Ruth Olbert
www.cloudsplitteroutfitters.com
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ruzanne Behrens <ruzbehrens@yahoo.com>
Friday, November 25, 2016 4:35 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Pond Area

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.
I vote for Alternative 1. I have been in the Adirondack Park area for 42 years. I was hiking and cross country skiing the High Peaks before
everyone else was. I have been back to the Boreas Ponds twice now (once hiking and the other time on bike.) This is a perfect area to leave
open for everyone. The argument of trying to get people out of the High Peak area is not valid. The people in the High Peak area are working on
their 46 highest peaks. They would find this area way to tame and of no interest. They are also visiting Lake Placid and this would be a longer
drive than just going into the high peak area. I know this for a fact because when I lived in Lake Clear I did not get over to this area very much.
You have a perfect spot to make this a place where many people can enjoy and it needs to stay this way.
Thanks for letting my opinion to be heard,
Ruzanne Behrens

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

rwarner14@verizon.net
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 3:02 PM
ClassificationComments
Re: NYSSA Comments
Boreas Pond Comments RW 12‐20‐16.pdf

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
Please find attached a copy of a letter of support for Alternative 1 of the Boreas Pond, Benson Tract as well as the Macintyre
West and East.
I appreciate all that the APA has done in regards to the review of the classifications for this area. I know this is no easy job.
If you have any trouble with the attached file, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you again for your time. Happy Holiday.
Sincerely,
Rosanne Warner, President
New York State Snowmobile Association

Dec 20, 2016 10:22:24 AM, djacange@gmail.com wrote:
Dear Ms. Regan:
Attached are comments offered by the New York State Snowmobile Association on the classification of the Boreas
Ponds, MacIntyre East and West, and the Benson Tract. In addition there are a few petitions which were received
following the Albany public hearing. We appreciate this opportunity to comment and look forward to the
announcement of the preferred alternative later in 2017.
Happy Holidays!
Dom
Dominic Jacangelo

Boreas Pond Comments RW 12-20-16.pdf

Boreas Pond Comments RW 12-20-16.pdf

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rwbentley65@gmail.com
Saturday, December 10, 2016 1:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas pond tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am in favor of proposal number one. I am now 66 years old and cannot walk very far having had 4 way bypass
surgery and prostrate surgery with in the last year . I would like to fish the Boreas ponds as the Governor did with a
small motor up to a five horse four cycle. If closed at the current spot this land is of no use to the average
sportsman. Most of the land will still be inaccessible but leave these roads open to the general public Ralph W
Bentley 892 Hayesburg Road Brant Lake, NY 12815
Sent from my iPhone

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rwoods@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Roth Woods <rwoods@everyactioncustom.com>
Thursday, December 15, 2016 12:33 AM
ClassificationComments
Comments on Boreas Ponds Land Classification

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director of Planning Kathleen Regan,
As a citizen concerned about the protection of birds and wildlife and the places they need to survive, I stand with
Audubon New York in asking for a Wilderness Classification to the Boreas Ponds tract and adjacent lands.
The alternatives offered by the Adirondack Park Agency fail to adequately protect the ponds, wetlands, shorelines,
and forests found within this pristine 20,500 acre parcel. As drafted, all four proposals allow for motorized use into
the heart of the Boreas Ponds tract, threatening the pure waters and rare habitats.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected with a Wilderness Classification. A minimum one-mile
buffer of Wilderness areas around and above the Ponds is critically important to preserving the ecological integrity
of this pristine watershed, and preventing the potential soil degradation and spread of invasive species that
motorized access often lead to. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River
flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway. Any classification less than Wilderness leading up
to these waterbodies would run counter to the State’s immense efforts to remove and prevent the spread of
invasive species in the Adirondacks.
As proposed, the current alternatives will invite motorized recreation, invasive species, and overcrowding by
visitors and traffic, sabotaging this opportunity for Wilderness protection, and degrading habitat which iconic
species like the Common Loon and Black-throated Blue Warbler rely so heavily on. The only motorized use on the
Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the Ponds. This will
allow for increased recreational opportunities with a limited parking area and an accessible trail leading to the
Pond for people with disabilities.
This is a once-in-a-life-time opportunity to forever protect some of the purest waters and most fragile habitat in the
Park, for the benefit of people and wildlife, including bids. I stand with Audubon New York in asking APA to
produce another land-use alternative that truly protects the Boreas Ponds and preserves our Adirondack legacy.
Sincerely,
Roth Woods
312 Koch Ave
Ann Arbor, MI 48103-5422

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Arch <r700_elite@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 3:23 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Arch
72 river street
San Francisco , CA 13542

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Baldassario <ryan.baldassario@gmail.com>
Thursday, December 22, 2016 12:25 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Baldassario
33 Main Street
Chester , CT 06412

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Canavan <hanginghex@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 11:18 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Canavan
Syracuse, NY 13210

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ryan darby <darby19@yahoo.com>
Saturday, December 17, 2016 9:42 AM
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us; ClassificationComments
**Classify Boreas Ponds and Macintyre Tracts Wild Forest**

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

email: darby19@yahoo.com
realname: ryan darby
To: Gov. Cuomo and the APA
address: 1016 county highway 128
city: broadalbin
State: NY
zipcode: 12025
Comments: I am writing on behalf of the grassroots group, Access The Adirondacks. The classification of the
Boreas Ponds property provides New York State with the opportunity to create a bicycling destination in the
Adirondack Park that would provide new recreational opportunities for local people and attract a whole new
category of tourists to the region. By choosing Alternative 1 for the classification, the state can make it possible for
bicyclists to use the existing logging road to and around the ponds. This car-free, leisurely ride would bring riders
through heavily wooded areas, as well as alongside the beautiful ponds with their unsurpassed view of the
Adirondack High Peaks. Bicyclists would also be brought within close proximity to White Lily Pond, where they
could disembark and walk the remaining distance. With the advent of fat-tire bicycles that can easily traverse
through snow, the Boreas can even become a four-season bicycling destination. Vacation areas across the nation
are promoting themselves aggressively to bicyclists (particularly family biking), and there is no reason the Boreas
Ponds property cannot join the list of options available to this group of recreationists. For generations now, the
road leading to and around the ponds has been used year-round by 50-ton logging trucks, as well as the cars and
trucks of the foresters and recreational lessees who used the property, with minimal environmental impact. There
is no reason I can think of as to why bicycling would not be allowed there. When Governor Cuomo announced the
purchase of this property, he talked about the new recreational and economic opportunities it would bring to the
Adirondacks. Bicycling fits the bill perfectly. Please choose Alternative 1 and put the Boreas Ponds on the map of
the country's family bicycling destinations. Thank you.
Submit: Send It

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Durocher <R2Durocher@hotmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 2:36 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Durocher
Plattsburgh, NY 12901

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Eliason <ryanlelias@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 10:52 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Eliason
2485 shadyside rd
Findley lake, NY 14736

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Farley <farley2303@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 10:25 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Farley
Ballston Lake, NY 12019

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Hennessy <rhennessy@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 10:19 AM
ClassificationComments
Studies Show Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan:
As a person who cares deeply about the Adirondack Park, I urge you to exceed all of the proposed alternatives
and classify Boreas Ponds, the Boreas River and a mile buffer to the south as Wilderness. We have this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to protect this area and we must take advantage of it.
This is not just my opinion. There are scientific studies that demonstrate that these areas should be Wilderness.
One such study completed by the Wildlife Conservation Society shows that the Boreas Ponds and the most
sensitive parts of the tract should be Wilderness. This not only will make the surrounding areas more biologically
rich and diverse, it will also help wildlife connectivity to adjoining wildlands.
Another study completed by Adirondack Research, LLC reports that when using the criteria in the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan to determine the best classification for the Boreas Ponds tract, it is clear that the
Boreas Ponds, its surrounding lands and the most sensitive parts of the tract should be classified as Wilderness.
However, it’s not just science that is saying these areas should be Wilderness, it’s economics too. A report by the
Clarkson University School of Business shows that people are willing to pay 25 percent more for private land close
to Wilderness as compared to lands that have motorized recreation. This illustrates that Wilderness is good for the
local economy and host communities.
I urge you to review these studies to see that they confirm that anything less than a motor-free Wilderness
classification will compromise the ecological integrity and wild character of the Boreas Ponds and undercut
positive economic impacts to host communities.
Sincerely,
Ryan Hennessy
128 Mohawk St
Cohoes, NY 12047
555-0000

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Hogan <pranhogan400@gmail.com>
Friday, December 02, 2016 10:24 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Hogan
Marmora, NJ 08223

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Howley <mongo1437@gmail.com>
Sunday, December 18, 2016 12:17 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Howley
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Kulpins <ryank514@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 23, 2016 12:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Kulpins
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Lawrence <ryan.lawrence@gmail.com>
Friday, December 09, 2016 9:56 AM
ClassificationComments
Please Classify Boreas Ponds as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan,
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the Boreas Ponds tract for future generations. Science and
economic analyses show that the best way to accomplish this is to classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness with
at least a mile buffer of Wilderness classification to the south. I urge you to reject the alternatives that have been
proposed and go further to protect our Adirondack legacy.
The Wildlife Conservation Society released a report that demonstrates that the Boreas Ponds and surrounding
wetlands deserve a Wilderness classification, in order to keep the waterways connected. It also noted that wildlife
would benefit significantly from a large contiguous Wilderness unit, should the High Peaks be expanded to include
these lands and other adjacent tracts in question. Additionally, another report by Adirondack Research, LLC
assessed the land against the State Land Master Plan criteria. They found that Boreas Ponds and its surrounding
sensitive areas should be classified as Wilderness. These are findings put forth by credible scientists, and should
support the Agency in making its recommendation.
Not only does this area hold diverse wetlands that should be protected according to science, it also can provide
new economic opportunity for the region. A Clarkson University Business School study found that people are
willing to spend 25 percent more for a property close to Wilderness than they would for state land where motorized
recreation is allowed.
I write to make sure you are aware of these studies that confirm that a Wilderness classification is the best
decision for both scientific and economic reasons. Please do what is best for the land, wildlife and surrounding
communities, and classify the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and do not allow a parking lot any closer than a mile
away from the ponds.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Ryan Lawrence
191 Lawnside Ave.
Collingswood, NJ 08108
6092216784

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Markmann <markmann@u.northwestern.edu>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 8:26 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Markmann
Chicago, IL 60614

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Pantalone <Rpantalone16@gmail.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 12:33 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Pantalone
28 Bellaire Drive
Glenville , NY 12302

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Peirpoint <rtpierpoint@gmail.com>
Friday, December 02, 2016 10:23 AM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Peirpoint
Marmora, NJ 08223

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Root <rroot18@yahoo.com>
Friday, December 30, 2016 2:20 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas
Ponds tract and other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a
final recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be
subject to needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one
mile from the ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out
of Boreas Ponds south to the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make
the best of this opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Ryan Root
222 Meadow rd
syracuse, NY 13219
3152183000

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Smith <Ryansmith61297@gmail.com>
Friday, October 28, 2016 2:54 PM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Regan
Dear Kathleen Regan,
I am writing to voice my support for a wilderness classification for the Boreas Ponds with at least a one-mile buffer
that prevents all motorized use from driving within a mile of the ponds and the fragile wetlands that surround them.
During the Adirondack Park Agency presentation of alternatives, the staff said that the region from La Biere Flow
north to the Marcy Swamp is a category 1 wetland. Isn’t the agency then required to give this consideration and
provide the strongest possible protection on and around the Boreas Ponds and the wetlands on the parcel?
The Adirondack Park is a national treasure and the Boreas Ponds tract represents a legacy opportunity that we
must not surrender to advocates for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a big place! There are more
acres in Wild Forest than there are Wilderness. Are there not Wild Forest areas within a 60-mile radius (or even
30) of Boreas Ponds that could accommodate motorized recreation without sacrificing the opportunity for
ecological protection and a wilderness experience at the Boreas Ponds?
Hasn’t it been shown that roads have the largest impact on the spread of invasive species? The closer the road
gets to the ponds, the more likely that people, boats, bicycles, trailers, etc. will bring along invasive species. Once
waterways and wetlands are infected, they are infested forever.
I take the incredible legacy of a protected Adirondack Park entrusted to me very seriously. A one-mile buffer will
provide opportunities for many people to visit Boreas Ponds to see the amazing views and experience the
remoteness of an expanded High Peaks Wilderness to the south.
I am counting on the APA to stand up to the pressure to open every piece of Forest Preserve to motorized use. If
there was ever a parcel that required the Agency to show strength and a commitment to the policies that guide
Park protection, this is it. The chance of a lifetime. Let’s get it right.
Sincerely,

Ryan Smith
9080 Boston State Rd
Boston, NY 14025
7163801818

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Stratton <arrstrattz@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 13, 2016 9:32 PM
ClassificationComments
boreas tract

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I hope that you and the rest of the Board take the time to consider the unique nature of the Boreas Tract and it's location. Parcels
such as this are not often made available and we should take advantage of this gift by preserving it in it's current state,
WILDERNESS.
-Ryan Stratton

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Stratton <rstratton@kcepc.com>
Monday, November 21, 2016 8:08 AM
ClassificationComments
Boreas Ponds Must be Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed alternatives to classify the newly acquired Boreas Ponds tract and
other lands adjacent to the High Peaks Wilderness.
I cannot support any of the four alternatives you have proposed for the Boreas Ponds tract. I urge you to make a final
recommendation to Governor Andrew Cuomo that provides REAL Wilderness protection for the ponds.
The Boreas Ponds and its watershed must be protected as Wilderness. Anything less will allow the ponds to be subject to
needless stress, wildlife habitat degradation and invasive species.
The only motorized use on the Boreas Ponds tract that should be allowed is to access a parking area at least one mile from the
ponds. In addition, Wilderness protection should be provided for the entire Boreas River flowing out of Boreas Ponds south to
the Blue Ridge Highway.
A Wilderness tract of this size doesn’t become available more than once in a lifetime. Please don’t fail to make the best of this
opportunity to enhance the Adirondack Park’s Wilderness legacy.
Sincerely,

Ryan Stratton
24 Vassar Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
3157317880

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Thorpe <ryanmthorpe@yahoo.com>
Sunday, November 20, 2016 5:41 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Thorpe
Lebanon, NJ 08833

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan Zanghi <ryanzanghi@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 10:51 PM
ClassificationComments
Classify all of the Boreas Ponds Tract as Wilderness

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kathy Regan,
Thank you for providing this opportunity to provide input on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) in
which 54,418 acres of Adirondack Forest Preserve are being considered for classification.
I am writing to address my specific concern with the four alternative proposals for the 20,758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract, which I
feel are inadequate for the following reasons:
1) The four existing alternatives presented by APA are unacceptable because all allow road access to Boreas Ponds, and none
satisfy the requirements of the State Land Master Plan to consider classifying the majority of the Boreas Ponds Tract as
Wilderness.
2) By allowing motor vehicle and snowmobile use of Gulf Brook Road, the agency will be actively eliminating one of the intrinsic
Wilderness values currently found at the Boreas Ponds Tract: its sense of remoteness. Motor vehicle use will also threaten the
protection of the natural resources on the tract, principally the large value 1 wetland that surrounds the ponds.
3) The State Land Master Plan clearly identifies Wilderness as our main priority, not the maintenance of dams, roads, and gravel
pits.
4) Therefore APA must consider additional alternatives that include not only an expanded Wilderness boundary, but also the
maintenance of Gulf Brook Road and the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow in accordance with Wilderness guidelines. This
means that the roads should be treated as trails, and the dams should be treated no differently than other existing dams in
Wilderness Areas throughout the Adirondack Park.
There have been many new state land purchases in the last twenty years, and many of these have become fine additions to the
Wilderness Areas of the Adirondack Park. But Boreas Ponds is different because of the sheer size of the tract, and the fact that it
is crossed by no public highways. Although it was once bisected by a powerline, that feature has long since been removed. The
northern boundary backs up to the High Peaks, making portions of this property as remote as anyplace in New York—or any
eastern state, for that matter. Think West Canada Lake. Think Cold River. That’s what Boreas Ponds could be!
However, the APA has presented the public four classification proposals for the Boreas Ponds Tract that range from bad to
unacceptable. All four do include some token amount of Wilderness, but none imagine the place as a wild landscape, solitary and
secluded.
The agency has demonstrated more concern for the dams at Boreas Ponds and LaBier Flow than it has for protecting a rare and
wild resource. These dams are being used as the pretext for retaining Gulf Brook Road all the way into the heart of the property—
not to mention the two interior gravel pits the state plans to use for maintaining the road. Here we have the largest, wildest,
remotest new acquisition we may ever see—a place that the State Land Master Plan would clearly define as Wilderness. And yet
our public officials are preoccupied with roads, gravel pits, and dams!
Wilderness is not just about scenery. It is about reconnecting with humanity’s primeval past, about parking your car and venturing
into a place that humbles us with its vast scale, inspires us to seek new challenges, awes us with its sensuous beauty. In a world of
artificiality, humans crave the genuine, the natural, because wilderness is where our species began. Many of us will always heed the
call to return.
Therefore it is imperative that APA does the most that it can to protect the wilderness values of the Boreas Ponds Tract, not the
least. Please create additional alternatives in the DSEIS that satisfy the public’s desire and need for more Wilderness!
Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Sincerely,

Ryan Zanghi
Canandaigua , NY 14424

