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APA Enforcement
• Agency regulates land use and development through implementation 

of the Adirondack Park Agency Act, New York State Freshwater 
Wetlands Act, and the New York State Wild, Scenic and Recreational 
Rivers System Act

• Effective enforcement of the statutes implemented by the Agency is 
necessary to fulfill the Agency’s statutory mandate to protect the 
natural resources of the Park

Agency Enforcement Program
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Enforcement Activity 2024

ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 2024

New Cases Opened in 2024 166

Settlement Agreements Signed 30

Cases Closed Voluntary Compliance 27

Cases Closed No Violation 77
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Alleged Activity # of Cases
Wetland Project 69

Permit Noncompliance 20

Shoreline Structure 19

Shoreline Cutting 15

Septic Within 100 feet of a Waterbody 9

Substandard-Sized Lot Subdivision 8

Waste Disposal Area 8

Rivers Project 6

Septic Within 100 feet of a Wetland 6

Commercial Use 5

Single Family Dwelling in Resource Management 5

Types of Enforcement Cases 2024
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Enforcement Activity Jan 1 – May 31, 2025 Jan 1 – May 31, 2024
New Cases Opened 48 56

Settlement Agreements Signed 7 12

Cases Closed Voluntary Compliance 5 10

Cases Closed No Violation 17 24

Enforcement Activity Through May 31
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How do staff become aware of potential violations?
• Reports from the public
• Referrals from other government entities (Towns, NYS DEC, etc.)
• Staff observations
• Review of JIFs or project applications

Enforcement Process
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Possible Steps for Initial Enforcement File Review
• Desktop review to determine if there is a basis for Agency jurisdiction
• Determine whether any construction is ongoing
• Contact letter
• Site Visit

Enforcement Process 
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When no violation is found
• Close file
• Send closeout letter to landowner

When a violation is found
• Determine any necessary remediation
• Resolve through voluntary compliance or settlement agreement

Enforcement Process 
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Voluntary Compliance When:
• Landowner is willing to promptly complete any necessary 

remediation
• Remediation is straightforward
• No need to authorize any subdivision, ongoing use, structure, etc.
• Send resolution letter outlining necessary remediation and deadline
• Close file upon completion of remediation work

Enforcement Process 
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Settlement Agreement When:
• Authorizing any subdivision, ongoing use, structure, etc.

• Requires filing in the County Clerk’s Office
• Assessing a civil penalty
• Requiring extensive and significant remediation plans and/or 

monitoring

Enforcement Process 
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Civil Penalties

Enforcement Process 
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Civil Penalties – Determination Factors
• Potential or actual impacts to resources
• Culpability
• History of Non-Compliance
• Cooperation
• Extent of Compliance Attained Through Resolution
• Economic Benefit
• Importance of Regulatory Scheme
• Litigation Practicalities
• Unique Factors

Enforcement Process 
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Enforcement Case Example:
• Complaint received
• Initial review
• Contact landowner
• Site Visit
• Remediation plan
• Settlement Agreement
• Confirm remediation work complete

Enforcement Process 
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Enforcement Committee When:
• Unable to resolve at the staff level

Enforcement Committee Steps:
• Notice of Apparent Violation, Memo of Law, Affidavits
• Response from Respondent
• Hearing if a wetlands violation
• Enforcement Committee Meeting
• Enforcement Committee Determination based on record

Enforcement Process 
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