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What is 30x30?
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Bottom line: goal is to conserve 30% of 

lands and waters in NYS by 2030 – 

“30x30”

30% is a 

“minimum target for land, 

sea and freshwater to 

protect and conserve key 

biodiversity values, 

including species at risk, 

high-biodiversity areas, key 

migration sites, spawning 

areas, and ecologically 

intact areas which protect 

large-scale ecological 

processes.”

(International Union of Conserving Nature)

• Governor Kathy Hochul signed 

Bill A.5390B/S.6191A in 

December 2022.

• New York State will “support 

and contribute to national 

efforts to conserve at least 

thirty percent of United States 

lands and inland waters and at 

least thirty percent of United 

States ocean areas by the 

year two thousand thirty.”

•  The Bill was promulgated into 

New York State Law and 

became ECL § 49-0113. 



30x30 - Are We There Yet?
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23.3%

30%

January 2025
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34,944,310 acres in 

New York State

8,141,550 acres 

(23.3%) of the state’s 

jurisdictional acreage 

is conserved.

An additional 

2,241,812 acres (6.7%) 

is needed.

Conserved land 

Conserved inland water

Forest Preserve boundary 

(Adirondack and Catskill Parks)

NYS jurisdiction boundary

Source: New York Protected Areas Database
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“…the establishment of enduring measures that support thriving 
biodiversity, contribute to climate resilience, and provide 

ecosystem services such as wildlife habitat, flood protection, 
clean water, food security, recreation, forest products, and other 
sustainable land uses, such that the natural character, resources 

and functions of lands and waters are maintained or enhanced now 
and into the future.”



30x30 Goals

Increase climate resilience

Protect wetlands

Preserve and restore biodiversity through 
habitat protection and connectivity

Consider diverse landscapes

Expand equitable outdoor access

Consider economic sustainability and food 
security  

Collaborate with research institutions to utilize 
innovative scientific observation

Collaborate with tribal partners

Ensure public input and involvement
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30x30 expands and 
protects access

• Does not impose 
management 
parameters. 

• Seeks to expand 
access to nature 
and nature’s 
benefits.

• Sets the pace 
and scope of land 
conservation in 
New York State.
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30x30 balances economic, social, and ecological interests
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30x30 – How Will We Get There?

Collect data from mapping programs, research institutions, and 

through scientific observation tools
1

1Seek input from and collaborate with public, academic, not-for 

profit, and other entities, authorities and stakeholders
2

Recognize Indigenous cultures and practices and collaborate with state- 

and federally recognized Indian Nations to achieve shared goals
3

Support and prioritize projects that provide a net benefit to 

disadvantaged and vulnerable communities
4

Communicate with the public to provide opportunities for 

meaningful input, ensure a transparent process, and share 

progress

5



30x30 – How Will We Get There?

Strategy 1

Focus, evaluate, 
improve, and 
expand existing 
state programs 

Strategy 2

Develop new 
programs and 
support 
conservation 
partners 

Strategy 3

Provide 
recommendations 
for legislative and 
regulatory 
initiatives 



30x30 – How Will We Get There?

Strategy 1 Strategy 2 Strategy 3
Open Space Conservation Plan

Land Trust Alliance – NYSCPP and 

FCELT (EPF)

Community Forest 

Conservation Grant Program (EPF)

Water Quality Improvement 

Project Program (EPF, Clean Water 

Infrastructure Act, Bond Act, US EPA) 

Forest Tax Law (480a)

Farmland Protection 

Implementation Grant (EPF, Bond Act – 

overseen by NYSDAM)

Open Space 

Conservation Grant 

Program (Bond Act) – NEW! ??
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Collaborate with research institutions to utilize 
innovative scientific observation

Collaborate with tribal partners

Ensure public input and involvement
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Partnerships matter
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What’s new?

• Public comment 
response appendix

• Updated baseline 
analysis

• Maps illustrating the 
variability of New 
York State’s 
conservation areas

• Expanded 
definitions of 
protections
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What now?



Land acquisition
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Spruce Creek Tract

Location: 

Adirondack Forest Preserve 

Size: 3,387 acres

Method: Direct acquisition 2025



Good Community Forest

Location: Town of Bethlehem, 

Hamlet of Selkirk

Size: 69 acres

Method: DEC Community Forest 

Conservation Grant Program (2024) 

Land acquisition 



Land acquisition 
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Champlain Area Trails

Location: Champlain Valley

Size: 78 miles of trail

Method: Smart Growth Grant Program
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Marine acquisitions
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Marine acquisitions
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Marine acquisitions



Mapping & Tracking
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Mapping & Tracking

• Low hanging fruit 

(what’s already 

conserved)

• Sister agencies

• Land Trust 

Alliance census

• Persistent 

protections
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Land Trusts and 30x30
Be Sure Your Work is Counted!

nypad.org



Adirondack Park – baseline progress
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Questions?



30
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